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Message from the Guest Editor

The discovery of two vaccines against poliomyelitis—first
the inactivated poliovirus vaccine (IPV) created by Jonas
Salk, and soon a4er the live oral poliovirus vaccine (OPV)
by Albert Sabin—was an enormous medical breakthrough
of the mid-20th century. Their creation and use established
a paradigm for other vaccines. OPV was so successful that
in 1988, the World Health Assembly resolved to completely
eradicate poliomyelitis by the year 2000. Even though the
deadline was not met and polio eradication remains a
moving target 35 years later, the Global Polio Eradication
Initiative achieved tremendous progress. It also became
clear that the current versions of IPV and OPV are not
optimal for a post-eradication world. IPV is made from
highly virulent virus strains and does not prevent virus
transmission. OPV causes rare but serious adverse events
and can trigger new outbreaks caused by a vaccine-derived
virus. Therefore, finishing the eradication campaign and
making its success irreversible requires the development
and introduction of a new generation of polio vaccines.
This Special Issue is devoted to these ongoing efforts.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Vaccines (ISSN 2076-393X) has had a 6-year history of
publishing peer-reviewed state of the art research that
advances the knowledge of immunology in human disease
protection. Immunotherapeutics, prophylactic vaccines,
immunomodulators, adjuvants and the global differences
in regulatory affairs are some of the highlights of the
research published that have shaped global health. Our
open access policy allows all researchers and interested
parties to immediately scrutinize the rigorous evidence our
publications have to offer. We are proud to present the
work and perspectives of many to contribute to future
decisions concerning human health.
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