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Message from the Guest Editors

Phytopathogen fungi are responsible for serious plant
diseases which might negatively affect crop productivity.
Some of these fungi are also documented as opportunist
human  pathogens  that cause infection in
immunocompromised individuals. In this respect, fungal
interaction with other organisms is of great interest
because fungi employ an array of biochemical and
mechanical strategies to infect the host in order to access
nutrients. During infection, polymer-degrading enzymes or
secondary metabolites are produced as virulence factors.
Furthermore, fungi produce mycotoxins on crops, and this
represents a considerable risk to human and animal
health.

In addition, phytopathogen fungi have also been studied
as biocontrol agents against pests or for the capacity to
produce compounds with a wide variety of biological
activity, such as herbicidal, antibiotic, and antifungal
activities.

Studies of phytopathogen fungi might be interesting to
understand the mechanism of fungal pathogenicity and
virulence and to develop strategies for screening of disease
and for the application of natural compounds with
bioactivities.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Jay Fox Toxinology is an incredibly diverse area of study, ranging
Department of Microbiology, from field surveys of environmental toxins to the study of

University of Virginia,

: toxin action at the molecular level. The editorial board and
Charlottesville, VA, USA

staff of Toxins are dedicated to providing a timely, peer-
reviewed outlet for exciting, innovative primary research
articles and concise, informative reviews from investigators
in the myriad of disciplines contributing to our knowledge
on toxins. We are committed to meeting the needs of the
toxin research community by offering useful and timely
reviews of all manuscripts submitted. Please consider
Toxinswhen submitting your work for publication.
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