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Message from the Guest Editor

Fluctuating asymmetry is the random deviation from
perfect symmetry in populations of organisms. It is a
measure of developmental noise, which reflects a
population’s average state of adaptation and
coadaptation. Moreover, it o+en increases under both
environmental and genetic stress. Researchers study
fluctuating asymmetry as deviations from bilateral, radial,
rotational, dihedral, translational, helical, and fractal
symmetries. Fluctuating asymmetry is measured via
traditional measures of dispersion (variances and mean
absolute deviations), landmark methods for shape
asymmetry, and continuous symmetry measures. It has
numerous applications in evolutionary biology,
quantitative genetics, environmental biology,
ecotoxicology, conservation biology, anthropology,
agriculture and aquaculture, evolutionary psychology, and
medicine and public health[...]
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Symmetry is ultimately the most important concept in
natural sciences. It is not surprising then that very basic
and fundamental research achievements are related to
symmetry. For instance, the Nobel Prize in Physics 1979
(Glashow, Salam, Weinberg) was received for a unified
symmetry description of electromagnetic and weak
interactions, while the Nobel Prize in Physics 2008 (Nambu,
Kobayashi, Maskawa) was received for the discovery of the
mechanism of spontaneous breaking of symmetry,
including CP symmetry. Our journal is named Symmetry
and it manifests its fundamental role in nature.
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