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Message from the Guest Editors

In 2015 the FAO celebrated the “International Year of Soils”,
to increase globally the awareness of soils as a key
ecosystem compartment that forms the basis of 95% of the
global food production and at the same time is responsible
for major ecosystem services.

Soil health and fertility are tightly coupled to high
biodiversity in soils, where biotic activity functions as the
motor of the element cycles crucial for crop growth.
Intensive agricultural management o-en threatens these
microbial functions, thus decreasing long-lasting soil
fertility and health. Once functional diversity in soils is lost,
crop production and the soils’ contribution to further
ecosystem services decrease. Recovery times, at best of
several decades, may replenish such losses in soil fertility
and health.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Marc A. Rosen
Faculty of Engineering and
Applied Science, University of
Ontario Institute of Technology,
Oshawa, ON L1G 0C5, Canada

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

I encourage you to contribute a research or comprehensive
review article for consideration for publication in
Sustainability, an international Open Access journal which
provides an advanced forum for research findings in areas
related to sustainability and sustainable
development. Sustainability publishes original research
articles, review articles and communications. I am
confident you will find the journal contributes to
enhancing understanding of sustainability and fostering
initiatives and applications of sustainability-based
measures and activities.
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