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Message from the Guest Editors

Collective traumatic experiences, such as war and
genocide, affect the ways in which states and non-state
actors construct biographical narratives about themselves
and engage in meaningful relations with other actors in
international politics. COVID-19, however, has claimed
millions of lives and caused mass suffering globally. If,
undoubtedly, the pandemic has been both destructive and
disruptive for billions of people, was it qualitatively
different from other national collective traumas, such as
war or genocide? Was the pandemic capable of creating a
true, global collective trauma? Drawing on the growing
body of literature on trauma and memory in International
Relations, this Special Issue sets out to explore COVID-19 as
a global trauma in international politics. It promises to
focus on various dimensions of this global traumatic
experience: political; cultural; socio-economic; emotional;
intersectionality.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Gregor Wolbring
Community Rehabilitation and
Disability Studies, Cumming
School of Medicine, University of
Calgary, Calgary, AB T2N 4N1,
Canada

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Societies (ISSN 2075-4698) is an interdisciplinary journal
that brings together different scientific approaches to
engage with societal questions to enhance our
understanding of the social realm throughout history. The
journal publishes original empirical research papers,
literature reviews, and conceptual papers. Our aim is to
publish papers that have a significant impact on
addressing present and emerging societal questions.
Therefore, we encourage researchers to publish their
results in as much detail as possible. For empirical
research papers and literature reviews, all experimental
details must be provided, so that the results are
reproducible. We also encourage the publication of timely
theoretical pieces on topics of interest to existing and
emerging societal questions. Papers are either published in
the open journal or in Special Issues devoted to specific
topics of interest to the field.
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