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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

We are interested in your research contributions for a
Special Edition of the journal Religions on the topic of
“Religion and Crime: Forgiveness and Punishment”. The
purpose of the Special Issue is to expand on the
interdisciplinary research already being conducted in this
field. The issue is focused on exploring religion as an
independent and/or as a dependent variable with relation
to crime and/or criminal justice. The scope of the issue will
be broad to accommodate many perspectives.

We are particularly interested in work that either reinforces
or challenges conclusions that religion suppresses crime,
such as was found by Sumter et al. in “Religion and Crime
Studies: Assessing What Has Been Learned,” Religions 9: 6
(2018). This issue will supplement a rich literature that
already exists on the connections between crime and
religion.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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