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Message from the Guest Editor

The core of this Special Issue, with the objective of
encouraging cross-disciplinary contributions, mostly from
specialists focusing on Buddhism, Daoism, and
Shamanism, and their mutual interactions. In terms of time
scope, contributions dealing with the early sources of
these traditions are encouraged, although articles
highlighting compelling evidence of such cross-pollination
up to the early twentieth century will also be considered.
Regarding the broad geographical scope identified as
"Asia", contributions focusing on any area in Central Asia,
South Asia, or East Asia are welcome, as long as they
clearly focus on religious traditions and healing doctrines
and practices. We also want to keep addressing the
question of the "root" of disease, either in relation to
specific illnesses or in relation to the philosophical
distinction between health and sickness, which is o1en
blurred.
The purpose of this Special Issue is to re-examine the
canvas on which various Asian religious traditions painted
their own therapeutic approaches, paying particular
attention to the idea of "healing masters" who showed the
way and vowed to eliminate all forms of disease.
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Message from the Editorial Board

Fresh developments in the disciplines that consistently
make significant contributions to our understanding of
religious personality, authority, devotion, and community -
disciplines ranging from psychology, sociology, and
anthropology to history, art history, philosophy, literary
criticism, and political science – fuel general, as well as
scholarly, interest in the world’s religions.

Religions is inviting innovative and comparative
contributions. Please consider Religions as an exceptional,
exciting enterprise ready to reward your trust, attention,
and participation.
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