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Message from the Guest Editor

Effective treatment of affective disorders may be
challenging. Up to 40% of depressive patients may not
achieve satisfactory response to first-line treatment, and in
a one-third of them, drug resistance persists after a number
of pharmacological interventions, constituting a serious
therapeutic issue.  Therefore, treatment frequently requires
the use of a combination of drugs belonging to different
medication classes. Simultaneous use of two or more
drugs poses the risk of interactions. This results in drug
toxicity effects, multiplication of adverse effects, decreased
tolerability and, importantly, significant risk of non-
compliance, treatment discontinuation or lack of
functional remission. Another issue is the high comorbidity
of somatic diseases and affective disorders, o en resulting
in the accumulation of side effects and interactions
between psychotropics and non-psychiatric drugs. Thus,
contraindications resulting from general medical state
should also be taken into account. In this Special Issue, our
aim will be to focus on those challenging aspects of the
treatment of affective disorders—adverse effects, drug
interactions, and tolerability.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks a er submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately a er acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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