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Message from the Guest Editor

Antibody-based drugs have shown great potential for
cancer imaging and therapy since monoclonal antibodies
(mAbs) can selectively deliver substances, such as a
radionuclide, dyes, and a toxic molecule to the target.
Molecular imaging combines imaging agents with mAbs to
specifically image diseased sites in the body. For cancer
treatment, cytotoxic payload is conjugated to mAbs to
selectively deliver the toxic molecule to cancer cells.
Radiolabeled antibody and antibody–drug conjugates
(ADCs) consisting of a toxic molecule conjugated to a mAb
have been developed and used in clinical practice.
Recently, antibody-photoactivating chemical conjugates
have been developed as a drug for photoimmunotherapy
(PIT). PIT targeting EGFR was approved for clinical use in
Japan in 2020.

This Special Issue welcomes research articles and review
papers focused on the broad area of development of
antibody-based drugs. Research areas may include (but
are not limited to) the following: development of new drugs
for antibody-based cancer imaging, radioimmunotherapy,
ADC, photoimmunotherapy, and novel strategies to
improve the therapeutic and/or side effect.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks a er submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately a er acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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