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Message from the Guest Editor

Based on their chemical nature, these metabolites can be
classified into different categories: terpenoids and steroids,
alkaloids, non-ribosomal polypeptides, fatty-acid-derived
substances and polyketides, and shikimate-derived
compounds. All these compounds have different
bioactivities, and have always been studied for their
pharmaceutical efficacy on human health, and have
constantly played a pivotal role in the design and
development of powerful therapeutic agents.

In summary, natural metabolites play a significant role in
the design and development of novel powerful therapeutic
agents because of their functions and unique structures,
because of which they can be considered the cornerstone
of drug discovery.

This Special Issue, “Exploring natural metabolites to
identify novel potential therapeutic agents”, aims to collect
papers concerning the identification, discovery, analysis
and/or activity of new biologically active metabolites from
microorganisms and plants; in addition, a particular focus
on new achievements in the field will be appreciated.
Reviews and future perspectives are also welcome.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Exploring Natural Metabolites to Identify Novel Potential
Therapeutic Agents

4.74.6

mdpi.com/si/143205 SpecialIssue

https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/17700156714
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=1424-8247
/journal/pharmaceuticals/stats
https://mdpi.com/si/143205
https://www.mdpi.com/si/143205
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/17700156714
/journal/pharmaceuticals/stats


Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Amélia Pilar Rauter
Departamento de Química e
Bioquímica (DQB) e Centro de
Química e Bioquímica (CQB),
Faculdade de Ciências,
Universidade de Lisboa (FCUL),
Rua Ernesto de Vasconcelos,
Campo Grande,Edifício C8, 5º
Piso, 1749-016 Lisboa, Portugal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Because of your expertise in the field of drug sciences, I
kindly invite you to consider publishing your current work,
in the form of a research article or a review, in the open
access electronic journal Pharmaceuticals.

Pharmaceuticals is characterized by an active editorial
board and a dynamic editorial staff. Manuscripts are peer-
reviewed and a final decision is provided to authors within
4–6 weeks a er submission. Papers are published on the
web immediately a er acceptance. For details on the
submission process or any other matter, please do not
hesitate to contact us.

We hope to handle your contribution to Pharmaceuticals
soon.
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