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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Palliative care is still primarily focused on oncological
conditions, where the main goal is to relieve pain and other
symptoms while also improving quality of life. Chronic
conditions, however, have only recently had their specific
palliative care needs to be recognized, and it is usually the
end-stage chronic disease which triggers the consideration
of this type of care as a component of the management.
Chronic respiratory failure is the common denominator of
all chronic pulmonary diseases and can be considered an
end-stage organ disease such as chronic heart failure, etc.
Most commonly, it develops as a result of chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) or interstitial lung
diseases of various etiologies including, more recently,
COVID-19. Palliative care in chronic respiratory failure
could be another rather generic manner to consider this
approach,  instead of the more accepted disease-specific
one. In chronic respiratory failure, palliative care can be
applied in a more proactive way, i.e., as soon as it is
diagnosed, or it can be applied at the end of life. I invite you
to submit papers regarding this topic.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Edgaras Stankevičius
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Kaunas, Lithuania

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

You are invited to contribute a research article or a
comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
Medicina (ISSN: 1648-9144). Medicina is an open access,
peer-reviewed scientific journal that publishes original
articles, critical reviews, research notes, and short
communications on medicine. The scientific community
and the general public can access the content free of
charge as soon as it is published.
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