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Message from the Guest Editors

The coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic has had major
operational and organizational impacts on healthcare systems
globally. Traditional infection prevention resources at the hospital
level (infrastructure and personnel) have been largely diverted to
help manage COVID-19 outbreaks at the health system level.
Although this shift of resources has understandably taken
immediate priority, it may have disrupted or even compromised
conventional infection prevention duties (e.g., surveillance) in
healthcare settings. On the other hand, infection prevention and
control are playing a crucial role in the management of COVID-19,
and a unique opportunity is arising to reevaluate and strengthen
areas that may have been previously overlooked, and implement
innovative approaches necessitated by the pandemic.

This Special Issue seeks for original research papers, systematic
reviews, and meta-analyses investigating potential implications or
impacts (either negative or positive) of the COVID-19 pandemic on
healthcare epidemiology and infection control, including changes
in the epidemiology of healthcare-associated infections and
antimicrobial resistance in hospital settings.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Edgaras Stankevi¢éius ~ YOU are invited to contribute a research article or a
Medical Academy, Lithuanian comprehensive review for consideration and publication in
E;"u"ne;‘tzif;uien?gh Sciences, Medicina (ISSN: 1648-9144). Medicina is an open access,
’ peer-reviewed scientific journal that publishes original
articles, critical reviews, research notes, and short
communications on medicine. The scientific community
and the general public can access the content free of

charge as soon as itis published.
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