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Message from the Guest Editors

In recent years, there has been a growing awareness of
ecosystems worldwide being affected by environmental
stressors, likely as a consequence of global change.

Such alterations can have a strong impact on lichens,
which are one of the most sensitive organisms to the
environmental alterations, as their physiology is strongly
linked to the atmospheric humidity. Moreover, they lack
mechanisms to control their water and nutrient contents.
For this reason, they are considered valuable ecological
indicators of environmental factors such as climate change
or air pollution, providing meaningful ecological systems to
model and foresee the response of other less-sensitive
organisms in the ecosystem. Soil lichens can have a large
impact on key underground dynamics (e.g., nitrogen,
carbon, and water cycling), and therefore changes in lichen
communities could deeply affect other forest processes.
This Research Topic seeks to improve our understanding of
how lichens can contribute to disentangling the potential
effects of global change, not only on lichen communities
but also on key ecosystem processes, which is required for
the establishment of environmental policies.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. David S. Perlin
Hackensack Meridian Health
Center for Discovery and
Innovation, 111 Ideation Way,
Nutley, NJ 07110, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

T h e Journal of Fungi (JoF, ISSN 2309-608X) is an
international, peer-reviewed, scientific, open access
journal that provides an advanced forum for studies
related to pathogenic fungi, fungal biology, and all other
aspects of fungal research. Research articles, reviews and
other contents are released on the Internet immediately
aDer acceptance. The scientific community and the general
public have unlimited free access to the content as soon as
it is published. We would be pleased to welcome you as
one of our authors.
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