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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Matricellular proteins were first described by the Bornstein
group in 1995. Since then, they have become a major focus
of research in the area of extracellular matrix and cell
biology. As a class of matrix proteins, matricellular proteins
are characterized by their ability to modify the cell
phenotype in health and disease and have been implicated
in numerous cancer types, acute healing, and fibrosis.
Matricellular proteins are important during development,
but are typically restricted to tissue remodeling, wound
repair, and remodeling in the normal adult.

Matricellular proteins interact with cell surface receptors,
such as integrins, and are able to bind growth factors as
well as the structural components of the matrix, such as
collagen. Galectins, tenascins, thrombospondins, SPARC,
osteopontin, hevin, periostin, and bone sialoprotein are all
classed as matricellular proteins, each with varying
functions. It appears that matricellular proteins are
essential to the tissue response to pathological insults.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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