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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Smoking prevalence is substantially higher in people with
HIV (PWH) compared with the general population and is
associated with increased rates of lung cancer and other
malignancies. The increased risk for cancer is due in part to
a high prevalence of traditional risk factors for cancer in
this population—most notably tobacco use.

In fact, PWH lose more years due to smoking than to HIV
infection itself. It has been estimated that at least 90% of
lung cancers and 20% of all other cancers in PWH could be
prevented by eliminating smoking. However, smoking
cessation  studies in PWH have demonstrated
disappointing outcomes, with low quit rates, poor
adherence to therapy, and a lack of sustained abstinence.
This Special Issue, titled “Innovative Approaches to
Smoking Cessation and Smoking Harm Reduction in
People with HIV”, welcome papers that describe innovative
approaches to tobacco dependence in PWH, including
smoking cessation research studies and tobacco harm
reduction studies. Studies describing perceptions of harm,
novel tobacco product use, the impact of use on health risk
and health behaviors, and biomarkers are welcome.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Paul B. Tchounwou Addressing the environmental and public health
RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. /JERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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