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Message from the Guest Editors

Patient and family involvement are integral to providing
optimal health care in the acute hospital setting. As a
metric of healthcare quality, finding ways to improve
patient experience is now a priority for acute health care
organisations. Many reviews and papers have been
published highlighting the challenges in meeting patient
and family needs and expectations. Some of these include
difficulties in providing tailored information, isolation due
to infection control measures from the COVID-19 pandemic
and resource limitations. However, innovative strategies
have been implemented to overcome some of these
challenges. This Special Issue of IJERPH will present papers
that report on the integration of patients and families into
the acute care experience, across the life span. We will
explore emerging and traditional methodologies that have
been rigorously developed to meet patient and family
needs and improve overall patient experience during their
acute care journey. We welcome papers that report on all
contexts within acute care such as oncology, maternity,
elder care, medical, surgical and critical care units.
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RCMI Center for Urban Health
Disparities Research and
Innovation, Richard Dixon
Research Center, Morgan State
University, 1700 E. Cold Spring
Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Addressing the environmental and public health
challenges requires engagement and collaboration among
clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
advances in this  research field play a critical role in
providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward
control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
illnesses that are induced from environmental exposure to
health hazards. IJERPH provides a forum for discussion of
discoveries and knowledge in these multidisciplinary fields.
Please consider publishing your research in this high
quality, peer-reviewed, open access journal.
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