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Message from the Guest Editor

Around the world, there is growing interest in the manner
in which care is delivered to people at the end of life. This
includes the ways in which it varies in different cultures and
resource settings, the part played by health and social care
services, the contribution of families and communities, and
the role of civil society and third sector organisations. End-
of-life care has begun to take on the hallmarks of a field in
its own right, with a particular set of expertise and an
emerging body of knowledge and theory. There are many
complexities involved in the challenges of providing
appropriate care at the end of life across so many unique
circumstances and contexts. Therefore, how we die, what
constitutes a ‘good death’, and the appropriate societal
responses to the issue of delivering culturally relevant and
sustainable forms of end-of-life care in different settings
are not subjects of broad agreement. Rather, they can be
seen as a ‘contested space’, where ideas, policies, practices
and professions compete to define clear solutions.
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RCMI Center for Urban Health challenges requires engagement and collaboration among

Disparities Research and clinicians and public health researchers. Discovery and
Innovation, Richard Dixon

Research Center, Morgan State advances in this research field play a critical role in

University, 1700 E. Cold Spring providing a scientific basis for decision-making toward

Lane, Baltimore, MD 21251, USA control and prevention of human diseases, especially the
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