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Message from the Guest Editors

People with disabilities are disproportionately impacted by
disaster events, but they have been overlooked in research,
practice, and policy development on disaster risk
reduction. People with disabilities have fewer choices and
opportunities to access and use risk information and
preparedness resources that have been designed without
consideration of their access and support needs and risk
situation. The lack of inclusion before a disaster has a
knock-on effect, with negative impacts on people with
disabilities when it comes to emergency warnings,
response efforts, and access to support during evacuation
and disaster recovery.

This Special Issue aims to share initiatives that will help us
to progress Disability-Inclusive Disaster Risk Reduction
(DIDRR) principles into action-oriented development and
change. The research question behind this Special Issue
queries: How are we keeping people with disabilities and
their support needs at the centre of disaster risk reduction
—before, during, and a er disasters? We invite submissions
that describe the efforts of multiple stakeholders working
in partnership with people with disabilities and their
representatives.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Disability is a multidimensional construct and is the
product of complex and situational interactions between
an individual’s attributes and their environments. This
broadens the perspective of disability and allows for the
examination of individual, social, and environmental
influences on functioning, disability, and ability occurring
in historical and cultural settings.
Consequently, Disabilities is inclusive of all types of
disability, across all ages and contexts. We particularly
welcome articles from low- and middle- income countries
and articles that are authored/co-authored by people with
the lived experience of disabilities.
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Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions. 
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, EBSCO, and other databases.
Rapid Publication: manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is provided to
authors approximately 27 days after submission; acceptance to publication is
undertaken in 4.6 days (median values for papers published in this journal in the second
half of 2023).
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