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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Neurodevelopmental disorders (NDDs) comprise a group of
complex and heterogeneous disorders that affect the
growth and development of the brain and are o en
associated with impairments in cognitive and motor
functions, communication, and adaptive behavior.

NDDs are a public health challenge not only because of the
complexity and heterogeneity of the etiology along with
their high prevalence, but also because they show a high
comorbidity with other neuropsychiatric conditions.
Indeed, the co-existence of other disorders—including
obsessive–compulsive and related disorders, attention-
deficit/hyperactivity disorder (ADHD), autism spectrum
disorder, and pediatric autoimmune neuropsychiatric
disorders associated with streptococcal infections
(PANDAS) or pediatric acute-onset neuropsychiatric
syndrome (PANS)—and sharing of symptoms across
disorders (sometimes referred to as comorbidity) is the rule
rather than the exception in child psychiatry. Inadequate
knowledge of their clinical presentation can lead to a
misdiagnosis and, therefore, an inappropriate treatment
approach.
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