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Message from the Guest Editors

Motor neuron diseases are a heterogeneous group of
disorders that are implicated in the relentless degeneration
of the motor system, leading to upper and lower motor
neuron excitotoxicity, muscle atrophy, paralysis and finally
death. Despite intensive molecular and clinical research,
their etiology remains largely unclear.

Several mechanisms common to motor neuron disorders
have been identified; these include excitotoxicity;
abnormal intracellular and mitochondrial metabolism
caused by the accumulation of oxidative species; a
disturbed protein quality control system caused by the
accumulation of misfolded proteins, RNA toxicity, or
translational  byproducts;  dysfunctional autophagic
machinery; and secondary As advances are made in
understanding critical aspects of the underlying molecular
pathophysiology, therapeutic strategies continue to evolve.

In this Special Issue, we aim to collect new findings
addressing the etiology and diagnosis of motor neuron
diseases, including the search for neuroprotective
compounds and reliable biomarkers. Contributions related
to motor neuron diseases are welcome, including original
research articles and reviews.
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