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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear colleagues,

Tumor growth is driven by oncogenic and epigenetic
alterations that select for aggressive clones through
Darwinian competition in  conjunction with the
surrounding ecosystem, particularly the tumor immune
microenvironment (TIME). While some clones dominate
the primary lesion, others may sprout DTCs, and should be
preferentially targeted for therapy. The biology of DTCs,
their metabolism, dormancy, plasticity (epithelial-
mesenchymal and mesenchymal-epithelial transitions as
well as stemness) and competence to re-enter the cell
cycle at distal sites are critical for metastasis. They also
impact drug resistance and relapse.

This special issue of Cancers invites original studies that
expose novel mechanisms of solid cancer progression and
metastasis, with an eye on novel therapeutic targeting. In
particular, we welcome articles that analyze oncogenic
processes that promote tumor invasion, dissemination,
tumor-TIME interactions, DTCs, and the response to
therapy in the primary, invasive front, hematogenous, and
metastatic niches using clinical data and preclinical animal
models.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Samuel C. Mok Cancers is an international online journal addressing both
Department of Gynecologic clinical and basic science issues related to cancer research.
Oncology and Reproducive The journal is publishing in Open Access format, which will
Medicine, The University of Texas . .

MD Anderson Cancer Center, certainly evolve to ensure that the journal takes full
Houston, TX 77030, USA advantage of the rapidly changing world of information

and knowledge dissemination. It publishes high-quality
clinical, translational, and basic science research on cancer
prevention, initiation, progression, and treatment, as well
as other related topics, particularly to capture the most
seminal studies in the rapidly growing area of immunology,
immunotherapy, and tumor microenvironment.
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