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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear colleagues,

Forensic anthropology, while still relatively in its infancy
compared to other forensic science disciplines, adopts a
wide array of methods from many disciplines for human
skeletal identification in medico-legal and humanitarian
contexts. The human skeleton is a dynamic tissue that can
withstand the ravages of time given the right environment,
which may be the only remaining evidence left in a forensic
case whether a week or decades old. Improved
understanding of the intrinsic and extrinsic factors that
modulate skeletal tissues allows researchers and
practitioners to improve the accuracy and precision of
identification methods ranging from establishing a
biological profile such as estimating age-at-death, and
population affinity, estimating time-since-death, using
isotopes for geolocation of unknown decedents, radiology
for personal identification, histology to assess a live birth,
to assessing traumatic injuries and so much more.
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Jukka Finne A major strength of biological science is the diversity of
Research Programme in approaches that biological scientists apply to their
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research problems. Biology reflects this diversity and brings
together studies employing the varied experimental and

University of Helsinki, P.O. Box theoretical approaches that are fueling biological
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publication with a rapid and economical route to open
Prof. Dr. Andrés Moya access publication and is listed on PubMed. All articles are
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peer-reviewed and the editorial focus is on determining
that the work is scientifically sound rather than trying to
predict its future impact.
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