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Message from the Guest Editor

Dear Colleagues,

Mycoplasmas are among the smallest forms of life in
nature and exist as commensals or pathogens of
organisms across the tree of life. They are associated with
disease in premature newborn babies and sexually
transmitted disease in adults, infectious respiratory disease
in domesticated farm animals (pigs, chickens and cattle),
as well as wild game (antelope, camels and flamingos),
causing infectious damage to fruit crops of citrus trees, and
have even been found in jellyfish. The entire over-arching
class of Mollicutes to which they belong have no cell wall,
scavenge nucleotides from their host and commonly reside
within host cells, making them completely resistant to
most classes of antibiotics. Therefore, monitoring the
evolution and spread of resistance to the remaining
effective antibiotics is of international concern. This Special
Issue is dedicated to the International Organisation of
Mycoplasmology in its continued effort to monitor
resistance, develop new antibiotic therapies and
guidelines, and develop alternatives for treating
Mycoplasma infection in the face of diminishing effective
antibiotics.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

There are very few fields that attract as much attention as
scientific endeavor related to antibiotic discovery, use and
preservation. The public, patients, scientists, clinicians,
policy-makers, NGOs, governments, and supra-
governmental organizations are all focusing intensively on
it: all are concerned that we use our existing agents more
effectively, and develop and evaluate new interventions in
time to face emerging challenges for the benefit of present
and future generations. We need every discipline to
contribute and collaborate: molecular, microbiological,
clinical, epidemiological, geographic, economic, social
scientific and policy disciples are all key. Antibiotics is a
nimble, inclusive and rigorous indexed journal as an
enabling platform for all who can contribute to solving the
greatest broad concerns of the modern world.
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