IMPACT .
FACTOR Indexed in:

animals 30 QRO

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Surgical Castration of Piglets and Its Alternatives: National
Strategies, Consequences for Animal Welfare, Production Systems

and Product Quality
Guest Editors:

Prof. Dr. Ulrike Weiler<br/>
(Deceased, * 13 November
1956; T 26 July 2020)

Dr. Maria Font-i-Furnols

Prof. Dr. Igor Tomasevic

Dr. Michel Bonneau

Deadline for manuscript
submissions:
closed (31 December 2020)

Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Surgical castration of male piglets has been a traditional
measure to avoid boar taint, the sex-specific off odor of
pork, and to reduce problems due to male-specific
behavior. As this surgery has been carried out mainly
without anesthesia or pain relief, this practice has faced
increasing criticism. These societal concerns about animal
welfare and the improved growth performance of entire
males have triggered discussions around omitting surgical
castration or switching to alternative methods of
castration. Different national strategies have been
established in the pork chain or are being discussed for the
future. These discussions have already influenced
legislation, so that in some countries, traditional surgical
castration is already not legal anymore, and alternatives
predominate. The aim of this Special Issue is to give an
overview of the different situations (production system,
strategies, consumer attitudes) all over the world and to
summarize the scientific state of the art of alternatives to
traditional surgical castration without anesthesia and their
consequences for the pork chain, from production and
product quality to consumer acceptance.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
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Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 3.0 (2022,
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