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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

Genetic selection to improve the productivity of farm
animals is practical and applicable in the animal industry.
In the case of broiler chickens, intensive genetic selection
for early rapid growth over the past decades has greatly
increased growth rate and feed efficiency. The overall feed
conversion rate is less than 1.8, and 2 kg market weight is
reached within 6 weeks. This conversion rate of current
broiler strains is at least 4-fold higher than that of Leghorn
layers and their unselected ancestors in the 1950s.
However, this genetically driven rapid growth rate is
collaterally ~ associated ~ with  many  undesirable
consequences, such as a higher incidence of ascites, tibial
dyschondroplasia (TD), skeletal deformities, fatty liver and
kidney syndrome, obesity, necrotic enteritis, and poor
reproductive performance. In the recent decade, selection
for better productivity in domestic animals has been raised
to a higher plane with the issues of animal welfare.

Topics of this Special Issue will cover a wide range of
interests, for example, the genetic effects of poultry species
on animal reproduction, nutrition, immunology,
physiology, pathology, and welfare.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Clive J. C. Phillips Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
L Institute of Veterinary Medicine  published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and Animal Sciences, Estonian T . . .
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Kreutzwaldi 1, 51014 Tartu, manuscripts that address important issues in the many
Estonia varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
2. Curtin UﬂiversitySustaiﬂability animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
Policy (CUSP) Institute, Kent St, is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
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Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 3.0 (2022,

ranks 12 /62 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’;

13/143 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor:
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Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.

High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
PubAg, AGRIS, Animal Science Database, CAB Abstracts, and other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q1 (Veterinary Sciences) / CiteScore - Q1 (General Veterinary)

Contact Us

Animals Editorial Office Tel: +41 61683 77 34 mdpi.com/journal/animals
MDPI, St. Alban-Anlage 66 www.mdpi.com animals@mdpi.com

4052 Basel, Switzerland X@Animals_MDPI



https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=2076-2615
https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/apc
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100244850#tabs=0
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2076-2615&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%2522Animals+%2528Basel%2529%2522%255Bjournal%255D&sort=pubdate
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2763/
https://www.embase.com/login
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/?_=1643978670866&f%255Bjournal_name%255D%255B%255D=Animals&search_field=journal_text&sort=date-desc
https://agris.fao.org/
https://www.cabi.org/animalscience/
https://www.cabi.org/publishing-products/cab-abstracts/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/indexing
https://mdpi.com
https://mdpi.com/journal/animals

	Genetic Selection and Associated Defects in Poultry Production

