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Message from the Guest Editors

Caves are unique environments that o"en harbor exclusive
fauna that has evolved under distinct conditions compared
to surface environments. While studies on cave fauna have
been published for over a century, many of them focus on
the description and evolution of different species,
particularly those found exclusively in caves. Consequently,
our understanding of the functioning of cave ecosystems
still lacks comprehensive investigations that seek to
elucidate ecological patterns and processes on various
scales. As a result, patterns of species interactions and their
relationships with their respective environments remain
largely unknown in many parts of the world. It is important
to highlight that caves, along with the regions they are
embedded in, experience various impacts that have
intensified in recent decades. From this perspective,
studies aiming to comprehend ecological patterns and
processes in subterranean habitats have become
increasingly important as they can provide valuable
insights for conservation actions and policies.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Animals is an on-line open access journal that was first
published in 2011. Animals adheres to rigorous peerreview
and editorial processes and publishes only high quality
manuscripts that address important issues in the many
varied disciplines that involve animals, with a focus on
animal science, animal welfare and animal ethics. Animals
is covered in the Science Citation Index Expanded (SCIE) in
Web of Science, with the latest Impact Factor: 3.0 (2022,
ranks 12 /62 (Q1) in ‘Agriculture, Dairy & Animal Science’;
13/143 (Q1) in ‘Veterinary Sciences’), 5-Year Impact Factor:
3.2.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

4.23.0

Author Benefits

Open Access: free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed, PMC, Embase,
PubAg, AGRIS, Animal Science Database, CAB Abstracts, and other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q1 (Veterinary Sciences) / CiteScore - Q1 (General Veterinary)

Contact Us

Animals Editorial Office
MDPI, St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
www.mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/animals
animals@mdpi.com

@Animals_MDPI

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/?term=2076-2615
https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/apc
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100244850#tabs=0
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2076-2615&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%2522Animals+%2528Basel%2529%2522%255Bjournal%255D&sort=pubdate
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/journals/2763/
https://www.embase.com/login
https://pubag.nal.usda.gov/?_=1643978670866&f%255Bjournal_name%255D%255B%255D=Animals&search_field=journal_text&sort=date-desc
https://agris.fao.org/
https://www.cabi.org/animalscience/
https://www.cabi.org/publishing-products/cab-abstracts/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/animals/indexing
https://mdpi.com
https://mdpi.com/journal/animals

	Ecology of Cave Ecosystems: Investigating Patterns and Processes

