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Guest Editor: Message from the Guest Editor

Dr. Brent J. Bos Dear Colleagues,

NASA Goddard Space Flight

Center, 8800 Greenbelt Road, On 24 September 2023, the National Aeronautics and

Greenbelt, MD 20771, USA Space Administration (NASA) successfully completed a

seven-year mission to return to Earth a significant sample
of the near-Earth asteroid (101955) Bennu. Also in recent

Deadline for manuscript years, Fhe Japgn Aerospace Exp.lo.ratioh Agency (JAXA) and

submissions: the China National Space Administration (CNSA) returned

31 July 2024 samples to Earth of the near-Earth asteroid (162173) Ryugu
and the Moon, respectively. These missions are just the
latest examples of successful robotic planetary sampling
missions that go back more than 50 years to when the
former Soviet Union returned to Earth a total of several
hundred grams of lunar material during the Luna program.
But missions such as these are just the start. In the near-
future, even more ambitious and difficult planetary sample
return missions will be attempted. For instance, in
September 2023, NASA released an independent review
board report regarding its Mars sample return plan. This
report highlighted the tremendous technical, cost and
schedule challenges of such an endeavor as well as the
tremendous scientific promise.
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Konstantinos Kontis You are welcome to contribute a research article or a
School of Engineering, University - comprehensive review for consideration and publication in

of Glasgow, James Watt Building - 40-5cpace (ISSN 2226-4310), an on-line, open access
South, University Avenue,

Glasgow G12 8QQ, Scotland, UK joumal'
Aerospace adheres to rigorous peer-review as well as
editorial processes and publishes high quality manuscripts
that address both the fundamentals and applications of
aeronautics and astronautics. Our goal is to enable rapid
dissemination of high impact works to the scientific
community.
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