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With big data and advanced tools becoming available to scientific communities, geographical
research is constantly addressing new issues and questions [1], making use of both consolidated and
original field techniques and quali–quantitative data analysis. The vast expertise in this scientific domain
builds upon the legacy of centuries of practical experience; a well-grounded past is a pre-requisite
to frame (and, sometimes, re-frame) the present research context and to creatively envision future
scenarios [2]. International scientific journals are vital means of disseminating research findings.

Since evidence from the analysis of scientific databanks and repositories indicates how the
geography discipline has a strong potential for growth and the dissemination of complex global
problems, we established a new journal as an open access international outlet for research in a broad
field of study. To this end, I do expect that Geographies MDPI will effectively contribute to challenging
common assumptions and/or the research data in order to gain a clearer, more holistic understanding
of the facts and findings in environmental and social sciences [3]. An effective support of science-policy
and science-practice dialogues and interactions is expected from Geographies MDPI, stimulating the
greater involvement of stakeholders and practitioners in the journal’s life and consolidating open
access and open data policies [4].

Our objective for the near future is to see Geographies MDPI included in the Scopus database,
fostering open data policy within the community of complexity scientists, and gaining consideration
within the broader international scientific community. However, while scientific articles are probably
the most popular means of disseminating relevant findings in geography, citations do not say all about
research quality. As a matter of fact, the number of articles published on high-impact peer-reviewed
journals or the number of citations are not the only criteria to assess the quality and relevance of a
scientific research. Moreover, a scientific journal is not just a ‘static’ collection of papers—its policy
and practice can largely influence the progress of a given scientific community. Geographies MDPI
will move exactly in these directions. This was the main reason why I have accepted the challenge of
becoming the new Editor-in-chief of Geographies MDPI. My greatest hope is to contribute positively to
the body of knowledge in the geography field, this being an appealing place for publication, open to
scholars, professionals and practitioners worldwide, with no limit of age, nationality and background.
My personal will is to do the best to support potential authors with suggestions, ideas and constructive
criticism aimed at improving the quality of their own scientific product. I am convinced that the
editorial process is just as satisfying as seeing one of my own papers published. Papers submitted to
Geographies MDPI will be subject to a rigorous peer review procedure aimed at the rapid and wide
dissemination of theoretical and practical studies.

Geographical thinking is applicable to different territorial contexts at dissimilar spatial scales,
exploring local cultural, socioeconomic and physical backgrounds that can have a critical influence on
regional contexts and planning practices [5]. With this perspective in mind, Geographies MDPI will
develop and offer new strategies, visions and proposals on the role of sustainability and resilience
related to urban and rural contexts [6], making essential a thorough reflection on how to manage

Geographies 2021, 1, 1–2; doi:10.3390/geographies1010001 www.mdpi.com/journal/geographies

http://www.mdpi.com/journal/geographies
http://www.mdpi.com
http://dx.doi.org/10.3390/geographies1010001
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/geographies
https://www.mdpi.com/2673-7086/1/1/1?type=check_update&version=3


Geographies 2021, 1 2

large territories, studying their degree of resilience and future (sustainable) development [7]. New
approaches and plans would also contribute to recovering high-quality natural areas, revitalizing the
agricultural sector, which has experienced a strident decline in recent decades, and making the contexts
in which people live more livable and resilient [8]. One example of the particularly intriguing themes in
the contemporary debate is the nexus between territory and population [9]. The multifaceted nature of
the mutual interactions between population and the environment has traditionally stimulated multiple
perspectives of analysis, stemming from different theoretical grounds [10]. Geographical notions
constitute the indispensable ground for the verification of apparent and more latent mechanisms of
growth and change with data-driven or model-driven operational approaches [11], making use of
multidimensional indicators [12,13]. Considering these and many other issues, Geographies MDPI
offers a multidisciplinary arena to discuss the deserving issues pertinent (but not exclusive) to the
Geographical disciplines, stimulating literature reviews, position papers, commentaries, new theoretical
frameworks and empirical approaches, comparative works, and case studies. In this way, Geographies
MDPI will be committed to help policy-makers to manage the new chances set up by a particularly
complex and dynamic socioeconomic scenario worldwide.
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