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Abstract: This symposium brings together social science energy researchers working on gaining
an understanding of the various social, economic and political dimensions of energy citizenship
and how energy citizenship affects the clean-energy transition process across Europe. Representing
six different countries (Austria, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Norway and Turkey) the contributors each
present cutting-edge scientific research activities that exemplify developments toward achieving
energy citizenship and reflect on the overlaps and synergies with environmental citizenship.
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1. Introduction

The IPCC 2021 report emphasized the urgency to reduce global greenhouse gas
emissions (GHG) in order to avoid the catastrophic impacts of global warming surpassing
1.5 ◦C. In order to achieve the goals outlined in this report, a sustainable transition process
towards climate neutrality needs to be developed for the energy sector. In this symposium,
we intend to discuss a core aspect of this process: the role, rights, duties and opportunities
of citizens in this transition. This symposium aims at presenting social, economic and
political dimensions of energy citizenship and how energy citizenship affects the clean-
energy transition process across Europe. Representing six different countries (Austria,
Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Norway and Turkey) the contributors present cutting-edge scientific
research activities in the field of energy citizenship and reflect on the overlaps and synergies
with environmental citizenship.

Mehmet Efe Biresselioglu discusses the relationship of community and individual
dynamics in the context of energy citizenship, along with main themes, dimensions, in-
dicators and variables associated with energy citizenship and how these act as drivers
towards energy citizenship, based on evidence from the Literature Review of the Horizon
2020 DIALOGUES Project.

Giuseppe Carrus presents on the psychological drivers of sustainable energy choices
and pro-environmental behaviors among individuals, groups and communities, focusing
on the interplay between individual and collective factors to promote energy citizenship,
and will discuss theories and empirical findings of the DIALOGUES project and previous
EU-funded research projects.
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Andrea Kollmann presents on the Horizon 2020 project DIALOGUES, which aims at
elaborating the knowledge needed to harness the concept of energy citizenship for targeted
policymaking to strengthen the role and efficacy of energy citizenship as a contributor to
the strategic priorities of the sustainable energy transition.

Frances Fahy presents on the European EnergyPROSPECTS project which aims to
disclose the societal conditions conducive to the thriving of engaged, sustainability-oriented,
democratic or otherwise desirable forms of energy citizenship.

Jens Olgard Dalseth Røyrvik presents how the duties and rights (i.e., citizenship)
related to energy manifests differently in urban and rural areas in Norway, and further how
this creates both active participation and active resistance to the green shift.

The symposium is moderated by David C. Finger. Educators, practitioners and
academics are invited to attend this panel session and discuss recent developments in the
field of energy citizenship.

2. Structure of the Symposium

The symposium will be introduced by David C. Finger, who also moderates the panel
discussion following the presentations of the five speakers:

• Mehmet Efe Biresselioglu: Community and Individual Dynamics of Energy Citizen-
ship: Evidence from the Literature Review of the DIALOGUES Project

• Giuseppe Carrus: Individual and Collective Factors at the Basis of pro-Environmental
Behaviors, Sustainable Energy Choices and Energy Citizenship

• Frances Fahy: EnergyPROSPECTS–Current Perspectives on Energy Citizenship
• Andrea Kollmann: Conceptualizing Energy Citizenship–Insights from the DIALOGUES

Project
• Jens Olgard Dalseth Røyrvik: The Difference of Urban and Rural Energy Citizenship

in Norway
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