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Sanja Nosalj 1,*, Alexandra Šimonovičová 1, Elena Pieckova 2, Domenico Pangallo 3 and Bruno Gabel 4

1 Department of Pedology, Faculty of Natural Sciences, Comenius University,
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Abstract: Two different solutions differing in their composition were tested against the following
fungal phyto-pathogens: Cladosporium cladosporioides, Alternaria infectoria, Botrytis cinerea, Monilia
fructigena, Aspergillus clavatus and Penicillium digitatum. The two different solutions were a fatty
acid-based DPB solution and the development batch of a substance labeled M-decanocide. The tested
species of fungal phyto-pathogens, namely Penicillium digitatum, Aspergillus clavatus and Cladosporium
cladosporioides, grew rapidly and sporulated heavily on the agar plates with the product M-decanocide
applied. In Aspergillus clavatus and Cladosporium cladosporioides cases, growth-free zones were formed
around the cuts when the tested solution was applied, which confirmed its positive antifungal
effect. The fungicidal effect of the tested DPB solution was not confirmed for the selected fungal
phyto-pathogens.

Keywords: fatty acids; M-decanocide; fungal pathogens; fungicidal effect

1. Introduction

The protection of plants, especially those of agricultural importance, is crucial, because
various diseases significantly reduce their quality and, consequently, their nutritional
value. Some examples of such diseases are diseases caused by animal pests, such as potato
tapeworm, potato aphid, snails, bugs and the so-called teddy bear, along with various
rodents and so on. Plant diseases caused by viruses (so-called viroses) include the cucumber
mosaic virus, plum blight, tomato bronze virus, etc. Diseases caused by bacteria (so-called
bacterioses) damage, e.g., potatoes (bacterial ringworm of potatoes, brown rot of potatoes),
stone fruits (bacterial spotting of stone fruits), as well as tomatoes, strawberries and other
crops important for human nutrition.

Fungal diseases caused by microscopic fungi (so-called mycoses) are also very widespread.
Examples include potato blight (caused by Phytophtora infestans), botrytis on vines and
strawberries (Botrytis cinerea), and moniliosis (species of the genus Monilia) occurring on
various stone fruits (apples, plums, pears, cherries, apricots, etc.). The so-called blacks,
which are dark-to-black coatings, e.g., on beet and other host plants, are caused by species
of the genera Cladosporium and Alternaria. Several fusaria (species of the genus Fusarium),
as well as species of the genus Aspergillus and Penicillium, parasitize on grain. Many
professional publications are reviewing pests, plant diseases and their protection [1–4].

There is a wide range of chemical preparations at disposal, which are intended not only
for spraying already-damaged plants, but especially for their preventive protection against
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possible disease. More and more emphasis is placed on ecological protection, i.e., the use of
substances on an ecological basis, within the framework of not harming the environment.

The aim of the work presented was to test the activity of two different solutions against
selected phyto-fungal pathogens, the composition of which corresponds to the current
“eco-friendly” requirements placed for phytosanitary agents.

2. Materials and Methods

As part of the mentioned experiment, we used the species Cladosporium cladosporioides,
Alternaria infectoria, Botrytis cinerea and Monilia fructigena from the fungal pathogens of
plants, which come from the collection of microorganisms at the Institute of Molecular
Biology SAV s.r.i. in Bratislava, and the species Aspergillus clavatus and Penicillium digitatum
isolated from grain, which come from the collection of microfungi at the Slovak Medical
University in Bratislava.

The mentioned species were cultured on slant SDA (Sabouraud Dextrose Agar, Hi-
media, Mumbai, India) for 5 to 7 days, respectively, until visible sporulation. Twenty mL
of sterile distilled water was then added after thorough shaking, and the entire volume
of the spore suspension was poured into 330 mL of the prepared nutrient MEA (malt
extract agar, Himedia, Mumbai, India) medium at a temperature of about 40 ◦C. Such
an inoculated medium with each tested fungal pathogen was portioned in Petri dishes
(diameter 9 cm, height of the medium after solidification 0.5 cm). We made 4 incisions
for each agar plate (Figure 1) with a 10 mm corkscrew in the solid medium, into which
we then applied 2–3 drops of the tested solution. The corkscrew was sterilized by a flame
after every use. We also used the application of sterile Whatman filter paper discs with a
diameter of 10 mm on the surface of the inoculated solid medium, onto which we dripped
the tested solution until the paper was soaked (3 drops). After incubation of the inoculated
systems up to 7 days at 25 ◦C, the presence of growth-free zones around incisions/discs
with an effective antifungal mixture was observed.
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Figure 1. Scheme of Petri dishes with the cutouts (a) and filter paper discs (b) for testing the solutions.

The first tested solution was an unspecified mixture of fatty acids labeled DPB. In the
experiment, we used 4 concentrations of the initial product, namely 1:10, 1:100, 1:500 and
1:1000. We used the second solution with the working designation M-decanocide only at
the concentration of 1:10. Each pathogen was tested on 15 Petri dishes (3 × control sample
without the test solution, 3 × tested pathogen with the solution diluted at 1:10, 3 × tested
pathogen with the solution of 1:100, 3 × tested pathogen with the solution of 1:500 and
3 × tested pathogen with the solution of 1:1000).

When testing the second solution (M-decanocide), we cultured each species in 9 Petri
dishes (3 × control sample without the tested solution, 3 × tested pathogen with the
solution applied to sections in the agar medium, 3 × tested pathogen with the solution
applied to sterile filter paper discs).

Both used solutions are under development and in the process of patenting; therefore,
there is no official producer at this moment.



Eng. Proc. 2023, 57, 10 3 of 5

3. Results and Discussion

The DPB (mixture of fatty acids) solution showed a bioactive effect on the tested
species of agriculturally important pests (apple borer and marbled borer). The bioactivity
of these substances is not based on the classic mechanism of insecticidal products, i.e., the
phytosanitary concept of pest eradication in the target agrocenosis, but on the modification
of communication signals in the process of pest reproduction. Disruption of communication
signals within the insect population is a method relatively well known under the name
“mating disruption”. The fact that in the last 30 years, in the case of some special crops
(vines, fruit orchards), this method has been used on a large scale and repeatedly, has led to
selection pressure on the genetic diversity at the population level of insects. As a result, the
population of pest communities in the process of fertilization within “different channels” is
higher than those “having been tuned” by man 30 years ago.

Therefore, it became necessary to look for other alternatives to the “non-chemical com-
bat”, and DPB and M-decanocide products are our answer to the mentioned requirement.
Due to the fact that these are products under development, it is not possible to provide
more details about their chemical composition and method of preparation.

It would be more than welcome and at the same time financially advantageous if
the above-mentioned solutions, in addition to being insecticidal, also prove fungicidal
effects. The species Cladosporium cladosporioides and Alternaria infectoria grew very slowly in
the presence of DPB, and individual colonies appeared gradually on the culture medium,
but also around the cutouts where the tested solution was applied. In addition, in close
proximity to the cutouts, we noticed a relatively dense growth of the Aspergillus niger
species, probably caused by air contamination. Despite the fact that we did not test the
species Aspergillus niger, its growth around the cutouts was more or less identical compared
to the growth of the other tested species, and more or less directly proportional to the
concentration of the test solution used; we always recorded the best growth at the highest
concentration of 1:10 (Figure 2).
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We also recorded the growth of mycelium of the species Penicillium digitatum and
Aspergillus clavatus, not only in the control samples, but also in all Petri dishes where
the test solution was applied at all four concentrations. The species Botrytis cinerea was
characterized by relatively fast growth and intense sporulation. However, the inhibitory
effect of the applied solution was not recorded in this case either. The growth of the species
Monilia fructigena, on the other hand, was very weak and slow, both on the control plates
and the plates with the tested solution.

Based on the results of the experiments so far, it is clear that no inhibition zones were
formed around the cutouts in the nutrient medium with conidia of the fungal pathogen,
which would mean the antifungal effect of the tested solution. Since the growth of the
fungal pathogen appeared around the incisions, it indicates the un-efficacy of the tested
solution as a fungicide.

The tested species of fungal phyto-pathogens, namely Penicillium digitatum, Aspergillus
clavatus and Cladosporium cladosporioides, grew rapidly and sporulated heavily on agar
plates with the product M-decanocide applied. In Aspergillus clavatus and Cladosporium
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cladosporioides cases, growth-free zones were formed around the cuts where we applied the
tested solution, which confirms its positive, antifungal effect (Figure 3).
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sterile filter paper targets with a diameter of 1 cm—(f)).

The species Monilia fructigena, Alternaria infectoria and Botrytis cinerea grew very slowly
and sporulated poorly on the agar plates, thus, the efficacy of the used solution against
them could not be clearly confirmed.

The occurrence of phytopathogenic fungi, which belong to different species such as
Alternaria, Aspergillus, Cladosporium, Fusarium, Penicillium and others, represents a high risk to
agricultural production but also human health due to the production of mycotoxins [5,6]. The
species Alternaria infectoria is known for wheat infection, while Botrytis cinerea has a wide
host range, affecting various crops, vegetables and fruits [7,8]. The species Cladosporium
cladospoioides often cause the rotting of grapes and strawberries [9]. Monilia fructigena is a
widespread phytopatogen that causes brown rot in fruits such as apples, cheries, peaches,
apricot and others [10]. Penicillium digitatum often spreads on citrus fruits and thus causes
losses in harvest due to infection [11]. Aspergillus clavatus is occasionaly pathogenic and can
cause a disease in humans and other mammals [12]. It often occurs in soils with cultivated
potatoes, cotton, sugar canes, etc., but can be also isolated from grapes or various crops,
and thus represents a high risk due to the production of mycootxins [13,14].

Many pathogenic fungi are resistant to common fungicides, so there is a need for the
development of new, more efficient solutions.

4. Conclusions

The fungicidal effect of the tested DPB solution was not confirmed for the selected
fungal phyto-pathogens Cladosporium cladosporioides, Alternaria infectoria, Penicillium digita-
tum, Aspergillus clavatus, Botrytis cinerea and Monilia fructigena. The inhibitory effect of the
M-decanocide solution was confirmed for the species Aspergillus clavatus and Cladosporium
cladosporioides.
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