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Abstract: Concrete pavement growth can cause blow-ups and other pressure-related issues, such
as concrete buckling and crushing at the transverse cracks or joints. In addition, these issues result
in damaged to adjoining structures, such as bridge abutments, decks, and access structures in the
pavement. However, available theoretical solutions and methods for evaluating pavement growth
and predictions of concrete pavement blow-up are considerably limited. In this study, therefore,
the pavement growth and blow-up analysis model was developed to predict the blow-up potential
due to concrete pavement growth. This model considered factors such as the pavement structure
and materials, climatic conditions, configuration of expansion joint, base friction characteristics,
geometric imperfection, rotational stiffness of joints, and design reliability. In addition, the pavement
growth and blow-up analysis model can be used to predict the service life of expansion joints and the
blow-up occurrence time by considering the factors affecting it. Using the developed model, various
sensitivity analysis was performed to investigate the factors affecting the potential concrete pavement
growth and blow-up occurrence. It was found that the factors of substrate type, coefficient of thermal
expansion, precipitation, and alkali-silica reaction had a significant effect on pavement growth and
blow-up occurrence times.
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1. Introduction

Concrete pavement performance is typically impaired by pavement growth, which
is a phenomenon that increases pavement length. Pavement growth is caused by several
factors, such as increases in the pavement’s temperature and moisture, infiltration of
incompressible particles into cracks and joints, pumping of base material into cracks
and joints beneath the concrete slab, and concrete expansion caused by the alkali-silica
reaction (ASR) in concrete [1]. This issue can cause concrete pavement blow-up and other
pressure-related issues, such as concrete crushing and damage to adjoining structures (e.g.,
bridge abutments, decks, drainage, manholes, and access structures in the pavement). The
cumulative pavement growth in concrete pavements increases the probability of blow-up
distress [1-3]. Ref. [3] presumed that most of these blow-ups were due to the generation of
a high pavement pressure (this study took place before the use of pressure-relief joints was
introduced). There is also a report that blow-ups occurred in the USA during a heatwave
in the summer of 2016. In South Korea, numerous blow-ups and other pressure-related
distresses occurred in many areas in the summer of 2018, when the air temperature and
moisture levels were extremely high.

When a concrete pavement is newly constructed, the joint seals are intact and func-
tion well, reducing the probability of pressure generation in the pavement. However, as
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the pavement ages, the joint sealant fails owing to repeated joint movements, stiffening,
traffic abrasion, etc. [4]. This failure accelerates the infiltration of incompressible parti-
cles into the joints, increasing the probability of pressure generation. This outcome is ex-
plained as a cyclical pressure-generation process caused by the infiltration of incompressible
particles [2,5]. The process of a joint completely closing is referred to as joint closure (JC);
in this case, the faces of adjacent slabs in the joint come into contact either with each other
or the incompressible particles [6]. This contact generally occurs because of concrete slab
expansion resulting from the increases in temperature and moisture. The temperature at
which a joint closes is called the JC temperature (T.); we note that Tc may be low if there
are incompressible particles in the joint.

For years, pavement growth and blow-up have been major problems for highway and
airport engineers, as well as for road users, because they directly impact the performance
of concrete pavements and adjacent or nearby structures, such as bridge abutments. If the
contact concrete slabs can move freely in the spacing of the expansion joints, blow-up does
not occur. Therefore, controlling and maintaining the widths of functioning expansion
joints during their service lives is crucial. The objective of this study was to develop a
reproducible methodology for estimating pavement growth and predicting the time of blow-
up occurrence. Blow-up and pavement growth are affected by the complex interactions of
numerous factors, such as the climatic conditions, the quantity of incompressible particles
infiltrating the joints, the pavement structure and materials, and the joint systems of the
concrete pavement sections.

2. Descriptions of Pavement Growth and Blow-Up Analysis Model

In this study, a user-friendly tool called the pavement growth and blow-up analysis
(PGBA) model was developed using MATLAB to estimate the service life of expansion
joint and blow-up occurrence time. Figure 1 illustrates the overall framework for the PGBA
model. For the input file, there are four groups of input data, which are climatic data, pave-
ment structures and materials, configuration of the expansion joint, and design reliability.
The backbone of the run file consists of the prediction of maximum concrete temperature
(Tmax), the prediction of the trigger temperature for pavement growth (TTPG), the predic-
tion of alkali-silica reaction (ASR), the prediction of the current width of expansion (W_E])
and the service life of expansion joint, and the prediction of concrete pavement blow-up
after the closing of expansion joints.

Input Data File
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Figure 1. Overall framework for the PGBA program.
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To predict the annual maximum concrete temperature (Tmax), a numerical predictive
model for the concrete pavement temperature was established using the 1D finite difference
method [7]. As previously mentioned, the TTPG is the temperature at which all transverse
cracks and contraction joints among the expansion joints begin to come into contact and
generate an axial compressive force in the pavement section. To estimate the magnitude
of TTPG for a given concrete pavement section, [7] developed a statistical regression
equation, which is in function with the concrete pavement age, transverse joint spacing,
and maximum annual precipitation, using the Long-Term Performance Pavement Seasonal
Monitoring Program (LTPP SMP) database.

3. Sensitivity Analysis of PGBA Model

Various sensitivity analyses were performed to investigate the factors affecting the
potential of pavement growth and blow-up, as shown in Figure 2. In the case of the
lean concrete base using a plastic sheet with low frictional resistance, the service life of
expansion joint is less than 5 years (Figure 2a). The maximum temperature is reported as
an influence factor in the thermal expansion of concrete. In the case of lean concrete using a
plastic sheet, as shown in Figure 2b, there is a very short service life of less than 5 years
for the expansion joint, even at normal temperatures of about 23 °C. In addition, if ASR
does not occur, blow-up occurs within 40 years in extreme conditions with maximum air
temperatures exceeding 40 °C. On the other hand, blow-up occurs within 20 years in ASR
conditions. As shown in Figure 2c,d, the service life of the expansion joint decreased as
the precipitation and CTE of concrete increased. The probability of blow-up occurrence
increased when precipitation and CTE increased.
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Figure 2. Cont.
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Figure 2. Sensitivity analysis results used to predict the service life of the expansion joint and blow-
up occurrence times: (a) various base types, (b) the maximum temperature in the summer season,
(c) annual average precipitation, and (d) the coefficient of thermal expansion.

4. Conclusions

In this study, the pavement growth and blow-up analysis model was developed to
predict the blow-up potential due to the concrete pavement growth. This PGBA model
considered factors such as the pavement structure and materials, climatic conditions,
configuration of the expansion joint, base friction characteristics, geometric imperfection,
rotational stiffness of joints, and design reliability. In addition, the PGBA model can be
used to predict the service life of expansion joints and the blow-up occurrence time by
considering the factors affecting it. Using the developed model, various sensitivity analyses
were performed to evaluate the factors affecting the potential of concrete pavement growth
and blow-up occurrence. It was found that the factors of substrate type, coefficient of
thermal expansion, precipitation, and alkali-silica reaction had a significant effect on
pavement growth and blow-up occurrence. In a further study, it will be necessary to verify
the PGBA model by comparing it to previous research.
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