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Abstract: The Fishery Cooperative is one of the economic entities engaged in fisheries. Although
the concept of a blue economy emerged in 2014, there is no research linking fishery cooperatives
with the blue economy. Therefore, this scoping review aims to identify evidence of the contribution
of fishery cooperatives to a sustainable blue economy, especially from a business perspective. This
scoping review uses all articles in the SCOPUS database. The scoping review shows that the fishery
cooperative supports a sustainable blue economy. It can increase economic growth by increasing
fishermen’s harvest, improving fisheries and non-fisheries sectors, and developing a sustainable
environment and economy.
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1. Introduction

The blue economy is a concept that aims to develop the global economy based on
sustainable practices. The World Bank defined the “Blue Economy” as “the sustainable
use of ocean resources for economic growth, social inclusion, and the preservation or
improvement of livelihoods while at the same time ensuring environmental sustainability
of the oceans and coastal areas” [1]. The blue economy has diverse components, including
ocean industries, such as fisheries, maritime transport, and tourism. It is urged to be
implemented internationally in the fisheries and marine sectors.

Fishery cooperatives are ancient economic entities that play a significant role in help-
ing fishermen. They have essential roles in facilitating information exchanges, improving
communities’ negotiating power with market intermediaries, building partnerships, net-
works, and linkages to other organizations, and fostering the sharing of traditional and
indigenous knowledge [2]. Through service provision and empowerment of small-scale
fishers, fishery cooperatives are contributing to lifting them out of poverty and building
their resilience to climate and market shifts.

Although the concept of a blue economy emerged in 2014 [3], there is no research
linking fishery cooperatives with the blue economy. Previous studies have only conducted
a literature review on the blue economy in the Indian Ocean [4], the blue economy and
coastal tourism [5], and the blue economy and circular economy [6]. Therefore, this scoping
review aims to map the research on fishery cooperatives and then identify evidence of
the contribution of fishery cooperatives to a sustainable blue economy, especially from a
business perspective.

This research provides a couple of contributions. First, this research adds to the litera-
ture on fishery cooperatives, primarily carried out as a literature review. Second, this study
provides evidence of a relationship between fishery cooperatives and the blue economy.
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2. Materials and Method
2.1. Design

A scoping review of the literature was carried out by identifying the literature related
to fishery cooperatives in the SCOPUS database. This research adopts Tricco et al. modi-
fied steps, which consist of (1) identifying the research question, (2) identifying relevant
previous research, (3) charting the data by summarizing qualitative thematic analysis, and
(4) collating, summarizing, and report the results [7].

2.2. Identifying the Research Question

This scoping review aims to answer the following question: “What is the role of fishery
cooperatives in the blue economy from a business perspective?” Since we are undertaking
a scoping review of blue economy from a business perspective, we focused on articles that
discuss the impact of fishery cooperatives on economic growth. We use qualitative research
types as our research design.

2.3. Search Strategy

Relevant published articles were searched using a computer in the SCOPUS database.
A complete keyword search was performed using the Boolean AND/OR to find relevant
published articles. The review process follows the systemic approach of PRISMA (Preferred
Reporting Items for Systematic Reviews and Met-Analysis) guidelines [8]. The keywords
used in the search for articles were “fishery cooperatives” OR “fishery cooperative” OR
“fishery cooperation” OR “fisheries cooperation”.

This research includes articles using the English language, categorized as final journal
source type, and fall into Economics, Econometrics and Finance, and Business Management
and Accounting subject areas. The abstract and full-text screening process used inclusion
and exclusion criteria. The PRISMA flowchart was used to document the selection process.

2.4. Charting Data

The data were extracted using Microsoft Word, and the extraction elements involved
the title, author(s), objective, methodology, and result reported.

2.5. Collating and Summarizing the Results

After the data extraction, a thematic content analysis was conducted, and the results
were summarized and coded manually.

3. Results
3.1. Literature Search

During the initial search, 184 documents were retrieved from the SCOPUS database,
with 27 articles meeting the screening criteria. After the abstract screening, 15 articles
were selected, of which 8 articles met the inclusion criteria and were moved on to the
full-text screening stage. We exclude the article for several reasons. First, we do not have
access to the text. Second, the article did not assess the study topic. Lastly, the articles
have an inadequate methodology. We found that some articles are conceptual papers.
Figure 1 shows the flow diagram of research selection, and Table 1 shows a summary of the
characteristics of the identified studies.
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Figure 1. A flow diagram of the research selection. 

Table 1. Research characteristics. 

Territory Research Purposes Fishery Cooperative Impact 

Puerto Rico Descriptive Positive 

Japan Descriptive Positive 

Alaska Explanatory Positive 

Cuba Explanatory Positive 

United States Explanatory Positive 

Mexico Explanatory Positive 

Major oceanic regions Explanatory Positive 

United States Descriptive Positive 

3.2. Research Characteristics

The research selection shows that research related to fishery cooperatives and busi-

ness (economic growth) is carried out in various countries, but it mainly reflects the ob-

served area’s conditions. The purpose of the research is divided into descriptive and ex-

ploratory.

Figure 1. A flow diagram of the research selection.

Table 1. Research characteristics.

Territory Research Purposes Fishery Cooperative Impact

Puerto Rico Descriptive Positive
Japan Descriptive Positive

Alaska Explanatory Positive
Cuba Explanatory Positive

United States Explanatory Positive
Mexico Explanatory Positive

Major oceanic regions Explanatory Positive
United States Descriptive Positive

3.2. Research Characteristics

The research selection shows that research related to fishery cooperatives and business
(economic growth) is carried out in various countries, but it mainly reflects the observed
area’s conditions. The purpose of the research is divided into descriptive and exploratory.

4. Discussion

In the Scopus database, the search results only show 184 articles categorized as Eco-
nomics, Econometrics, Finance, and Business Management and Accounting using the
words “fishing cooperatives” OR “fishing cooperatives” OR “fishing cooperatives” OR
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“fishing cooperatives “cooperative” in the title, abstract, or keywords. Among these articles,
only eight articles met the selection criteria for scoping reviews.

Scoping review analysis shows that fishery cooperatives in various regions can posi-
tively impact local economic growth by increasing fishermen’s harvest, improving fisheries
and non-fisheries sectors, and developing a sustainable environment and economy. In
Alaska, fishery cooperatives can help fishermen share information with their cooperatives,
which can increase their harvest [9]. In the United States, fishery cooperatives have proven
to make fishermen more efficient, reduce fishing costs, and minimize transaction costs for
negotiating contracts [10].

Well-designed cooperative fisheries have proven to be able to help improve the fish-
eries sector in Cuba [11], overcoming non-industrial fisheries challenges in the United
States [12]. They have also proven to be an alternative solution during a crisis of fish
shortages in Puerto Rico [13]. Even on Mexico’s Pacific coast, local communities benefit
significantly from managing community-based fishery cooperatives. Moreover, with the
poor conditions of government services, the local community depends on cooperatives for
their survival [14].

The study conducted by Ovando et al. [15] was the only study in this scoping review
that used global data. The data includes 67 cooperatives from the world’s foremost marine
areas of developed and developing countries. The results of the empirical analysis show
that Cooperatives have the potential to improve economic conditions and reduce the
environmental impact that has destroyed many fisheries around the world.

Scoping review analysis also shows that the Japanese society is one step ahead in
managing fisheries and the environment. In Japan, local fishery cooperatives apply local
wisdom called Satoumi. This approach combines traditional and modern knowledge
to achieve environmental and economic sustainability through careful human–nature
interaction (fishery cooperative management) [16].

The results of this scoping review have practical implications for the government as a
policymaker. The government should be more focused on paying attention to and devel-
oping fishery cooperatives because fishery cooperatives play a vital role in a sustainable
blue economy.

This scoping review has several limitations. First, this scoping review only uses the
SCOPUS database. Future research should use more databases to enrich the literature
sources and results. Second, this research only uses Economics, Econometrics and Finance,
Business Management, and Accounting subject areas. Future research should also use
the social science subject area to capture the benefits of fishery cooperatives on the blue
economy, which may be rich in the socio-economic area.

5. Conclusions

This scoping review uses the SCOPUS database to find the relationship between fishery
cooperatives and the sustainable blue economy. The scoping review specifically includes
observations from a business perspective. Although most research on fishery cooperatives
is carried out through observation of specific areas, all the results show that fishery coopera-
tives support the realization of a sustainable blue economy. This is because the existence of
fishery cooperatives can increase local economic growth by increasing fishermen’s harvest,
improving fisheries and non-fisheries sectors, and developing a sustainable environment
and economy.
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