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Abstract: In recent years, numerous studies focused on the development of sustainable cement-
based binders through the use of supplementary cementitious materials such slag, fly ash, 
metakaolin, silica fume, pozzolan, etc. The use of wood biomass for power generation is increasingly 
common which lead to an important amount of waste produced in the combustion process such as 
fly ash, which must be transported to landfills for deposition, or used as sludge in farming. 
Depending on their chemical and physical characteristics, wood biomass fly ashes could be reuse in 
blended cements as supplementary cementitious material. Different sources of biomass fly ashes 
have been selected to evaluate their potential for use as a cement replacement. Their chemical and 
mineralogical compositions, as well as their morphology were first evaluated via X-ray and laser 
diffraction (XRD), inductively coupled plasma (ICP) and scanning electron microscopy (SEM 
coupled with energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy (EDX). Fly ashes showed variable 
physicochemical characteristics but some present interesting compositions for the intended use. One 
fly ash present a high content of CaO and minors of SiO2 and Al2O3. The chemical composition does 
not allow to categorize this fly ash as a pozzolan material but it may have a latent hydraulic 
behaviour, which could be interesting as cement substitution. This fly ash has been incorporated 
into a cement paste by progressive replacement of Portland cement (from 0 to 70%). It has been 
observed that biomass fly ash has a higher water demand compared to Portland cement. This 
additional water demand was evaluated by the Vicat consistency test and by an evaporometry 
method. The setting time and kinetic hydration of the biomass fly ash pastes were also assessed with 
the standardized Vicat test and by isothermal calorimetry. 
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