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Abstract: Moisture susceptibility is still one of the primary causes of distress in flexible pavements,
reducing the pavements’ durability. A very large number of tests are available to evaluate the
susceptibility of a binder aggregate combination. Tests can be conducted on the asphalt mixture,
either in a loose or compacted form, or on the individual components of an asphalt pavement. Apart
from various mechanisms and models, fundamental concepts have been proposed to calculate the
thermodynamic tendency of a binder aggregate combination to adhere and/or debond under wet
conditions. The aim of this review is to summarize literature findings and conclusions, regarding
these concepts as carried out in the CEDR project FunDBits. The applied test methods, the obtained
results, and the validation or predictability of these fundamental approaches are discussed.
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1. Introduction

Moisture in asphalt pavement structures can lead to phenomena such as stripping, raveling, and
pothole formation, limiting the lifetime and durability of the pavement. Moisture sensitivity has been
studied extensively in the literature, resulting in an enormous number of possible test procedures,
which have been classified into various levels [1]. The first level consists of tests, conducted on the
individual components, traditionally comprising of the binder, the aggregate, and possible additives.
Nowadays this level will also include renewable, as well as secondary (waste) materials [2–4]. The next
level includes tests conducted on loose asphalt mixture, while subsequent levels consider tests involving
compacted asphalt mixtures, and finally compacted mixture in a pavement under field conditions.
It is obvious that the number of parameters and the test complexity increase as tests move from the
individual components to the pavement level.

Commonly, in the literature, the occurrence of moisture damage is divided into adhesive or
cohesive failure. Adhesive failure being a loss of adhesion between the aggregate and the binder
interface. This will result in clean aggregate surfaces after failure [5,6]. Cohesive failure occurs if
moisture weakens the binder or mastic phase leading to a failure inside this binder or mastic film.
In this case, the aggregates will still be covered with bitumen after failure. In addition to this, a third
possibility has been identified where damage is caused by the fracture of aggregates, particularly when
the mixture is subjected to freezing [5,7,8]. The actions by which damage occurs can be further divided
into at least five different mechanisms, detachment, displacement, spontaneous emulsification, pore
pressure, and hydraulic scour. An overview is given by Little et al. [9].

Moreover, also, various mechanisms have been proposed to explain adhesion between bitumen
and aggregates [6,10]; including a chemical reaction [11], a thermodynamic approach based on surface
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energies [8], molecular orientation [12], molecular dynamics [13], and mechanical adhesion [14].
In asphalt pavements, moisture damage is most likely related to a combination of mechanisms, which
depend on the pavement materials, the mix design, the traffic loading, and the climatic conditions.
Due to this complexity, a large number of possible parameters have been identified, but it is not clear
which of these are decisive and determine the behavior [15].

In the literature, two fundamental concepts have been proposed to calculate thermodynamic work
of adhesion and debonding in the presence of moisture between a binder and an aggregate. The first
one is the surface energy component concept which was first applied by Texas A&M researchers to
bitumen and aggregates and who developed also the methodologies for the measurement of surface
energies for bitumen, respectively aggregates [8]. Another concept is based on the Hamaker equation,
which was developed for materials having only Lifshitz–Vander Waals interactions [16]. This concept
has also been applied to bitumen aggregate adhesion.

The aim of this paper is to summarize literature findings and conclusions, regarding the test
methods, results, and the validation or predictability of these fundamental approaches. The current
paper is based on activities conducted for the Project FunDBitS (Functional Durability-related Bitumen
Specification, CEDR Transnational Road Research programme Call 2013: Energy Efficiency—Materials
and Technology) [17], updated with recent literature.

2. Concepts to Calculate the Bitumen–Aggregate Adhesion

2.1. Calculation of Adhesive Bond Strength and Debonding by Water from Surface Energy Components

Researchers at Texas A&M University have applied the methodology of measuring surface energy
components as a base to calculate the adhesion of bitumen to an aggregate surface [8]. They also
developed and evaluated the most suitable test methods to determine surface energy components for
bitumen and for aggregates. In this concept, surface energy components of bitumen and aggregates
are derived separately, and the data allow calculating the interfacial work of adhesion in dry, as well as
in wet conditions. The concept is based on the Van Oss–Chaudhury–Good (VCG) theory of wettability
and is very well explained in for example, [16,18–23].

The surface free energy (SFE) of a material is defined as the amount of work required to create a
unit area of a new surface of that specific material in a vacuum [20,24–26]. This surface energy can be
divided into different parts (Equation (1)); a first part, relating to Liftshitz–van der Waals interactions
and referred to as γLW and a second part referring to asymmetrical polar interactions, described
as acid–base interactions γAB or electron acceptor, respectively donor parts. The Lifshitz–van der
Waals component of the surface energy comprises the following interactions: Keesom (dipole–dipole
interactions), Debye (dipole-induced–dipole interactions), and London dispersion forces (induced
dipole–induced dipole interactions). In literature, it was shown later that the LW part should only
include the London dispersive interactions, while Keesom and Debye interactions should be included
in the acid–base part [27]. In this paper, the notation LW part is kept, although it refers to the dispersive
part only.

γ = γLW + γAB = γLW + 2
√
γ+γ− (1)

γ—total surface energy;
γLW—dispersive part of the surface energy;
γAB—acid base part of the surface energy;
γ+—Lewis acid component or electron acceptor of surface energy;
γ−—Lewis base or electron donor component of surface energy.

The interaction of two materials in vacuum or the free energy change of adhesion (∆G12) between
two materials 1 and 2 can be formulated as a function of their respective surface energy components as
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shown in Equation (2). The free energy change is equal in magnitude but has the opposite sign as the
work of adhesion, W12.

∆G12 = −W12 = −
(
2
√
γLW

1 γLW
2 + 2

√
γ+1 γ

−

2 + 2
√
γ−1γ

+
2

)
(2)

The subscripts 1 and 2 refer to the respective surface energy components of the two substances
1 and 2. Equation (2) shows that the interaction of two materials in vacuum is always negative, meaning
there is always an attraction. Equation (2) cannot be zero since for all materials γLW is a finite and
positive number. Based on Equation (2), it is possible to calculate the surface energy components
for an unknown substance by measuring the surface energy of the unknown versus at least three
probe compounds of known surface energy components. From these three liquids at least two need to
have (known) polar parts. Different options are available to test this experimentally and they will be
discussed briefly in the experimental part.

Once the surface components for bitumen and aggregates are determined, their interfacial work
of adhesion, the dry bond strength, can be calculated using Equation (2), where the subscripts 1 and 2
refer to the two substances tested, in this case, aggregate and bitumen. If in this equation, material 1
and 2 would be the same substance it becomes equal to two times the surface energy of this material
(2γ in Equation (1)). Therefore, twice the surface energy of bitumen is related to the cohesive strength
or bond energy of bitumen. The cohesive bond energy of a material is defined as the amount of
work required to fracture the material to create two new surfaces of a unit area each, in a vacuum.
Numerically this is equal to twice the total surface free energy of the material (Equation (3)). A higher
magnitude of cohesive bond energy implies that more energy is required for a crack to propagate due
to fracture.

∆Gii = −2γi (3)

Finally, consider a three-phase system comprising of bitumen, aggregate, and water represented
by material 1 and 2 in medium 3, respectively (Equation (4)). If the medium water displaces bitumen
from the bitumen–aggregate interface several processes occur. The interface bitumen–aggregate is
lost, and this is associated with external work, −γ12. At the same time, during this process, two new
interfaces are created: between bitumen and water and between aggregate and water. The work
needed for the formation of these two new interfaces is γ13 + γ23. Therefore, the total work needed for
water to displace bitumen from the surface of the aggregate is γ13 + γ23 − γ12 (Equation (5)). In terms of
free energy, the resulting free energy of adhesion of component 1 and 2 in medium 3 can be expressed
using the same relations but with opposite signs.

W132 = γ13 + γ23 − γ12 (4)

∆Ga
132 = γ12 − γ13 − γ23 (5)

In order to take both the LW and polar part into account, Equation 5 must be calculated as follows
in Equation (6):

∆Ga
132 = 2


√
γLW

1 γLW
3 +

√
γLW

2 γLW
3 −

√
γLW

1 γLW
2 − γLW

3 +√
γ+3

(√
γ−1 +

√
γ−2 −

√
γ−3

)
+

√
γ−3

(√
γ+1 +

√
γ+2 −

√
γ+3

)
−

√
γ+1 γ

−

2 −

√
γ−1γ

+
2

 (6)

When ∆Ga
132 < 0 it indicates that there is an attraction between component 1 and 2 also when

immersed in medium 3, and in this case, a displacement will not happen for a system in thermodynamic
equilibrium. For ∆Ga

132 > 0 the interaction between 1 and 2 becomes repulsive. The magnitude of
work of debonding can differ significantly depending on the surface energy components of bitumen
and aggregates. Similarly, for describing the interaction between molecules or particles of material
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1 suspended in liquid 3 one can write (Equation (7)). The latter is the driving force for phase
separation of adhesives in aqueous media (Equation (8)). A large negative value would indicate a
good resistance to debonding while a large positive value indicates easier stripping due to water, for
systems in thermodynamic equilibrium. For practically all bitumen–aggregate systems the work of
debonding W132 is negative or ∆Ga

132 is positive indicating that debonding in the presence of water is
thermodynamically favorable.

∆Ga
132 = −2γ13 = −2

(√
γLW

1 −

√
γLW

3

)2
− 4

(√
γ+1 γ

−

1 +
√
γ+3 γ

−

3 −

√
γ+1 γ

−

3 −

√
γ−1γ

+
3

)
(7)

If the polar surface free energy components of a hydrophobic material (or two similar hydrophobic

materials) are negligibly small, then the most important parameter in Equation (7) is −4
√
γ+3 γ

−

3 . This

parameter represents the polar contribution to the cohesive energy of water. The value is −102 mJ/m2

and is present in all types of interactions when immersed in water. In fact, this term is the main
contributor to the interfacial attractions between nonpolar materials immersed in an H-bonding
material such as water.

Based on three parameters: the dry adhesion, the cohesive strength of bitumen, and the free
energy of adhesion in the water, two related energy ratios have been proposed: ER1 and ER2 according
to Equations (8) and (9), respectively. In literature, the ratio between the adhesive bond energy values
in the dry condition and in the presence of water, ER1, can be used to predict the moisture sensitivity of
asphalt mixtures [16]. Another ratio ER2 can be used; in this parameter the adhesive bond energy in the
dry state is diminished with the bitumen cohesion, and this value is divided by the bitumen aggregate
adhesion in the presence of water. In order to accommodate the effects of aggregate micro-texture on
the bitumen–aggregate bond strength in the presence of moisture both bond parameters can also be
multiplied by the specific surface area (SSA) of the aggregates. The procedure on how to calculate
these parameters is very well described in the literature [9,19,20,28–30], but is it not fully clear which
of these parameters is best suited to predict moisture damage. The term ∆Ga

12 in Equations (8) and (9)
refers to the interfacial free energy of adhesion between bitumen and aggregate in a vacuum (or air),
while ∆Ga

132 refers to the wet adhesion.

ER1 =
∆Ga

12

∆Ga
132

(8)

ER2 =

∣∣∣∣∣∆Ga
12 − ∆G11

∆Ga
132

∣∣∣∣∣ (9)

In the paper by Bhasin et al. [19], the free energy ratios calculated separately for the acid–base
components, as shown in Equation (10), were used. The authors observed that the portion of the bond
energy that results from the interaction of the acid component of asphalt and the base component of
aggregate contributes the most to the total adhesive bond strength of the mixture [19]. Still, other
combinations have been proposed by Hamedi and Moghadas Nejad [31].

RAB =

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣ ∆GAB
12

∆GAB
132

∣∣∣∣∣∣∣ (10)

In addition to the VCG method, other methods to calculate adhesion are also often used, such as
for example, the Owens–Wendt (OW) method, also known as the Kaelble method. In the OW method,
SFE is a sum of two components: a dispersive (D) and a polar (P) part, where the dispersive part
reflects only dispersive interactions, and the polar part is a sum of polar, hydrogen, inductive, and
acid–base interactions. In the OW method, a minimum of two known solvents or media are needed to
calculate the SFE components.
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2.2. Calculation of Adhesive Bond Strengths in Various Media Based on the Hamaker Equation

Researchers at KTH (Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm, Sweden) have used the Hamaker
equation to estimate the interaction of bitumen and aggregate/mineral components having air or water
as an intervening medium [32]. The Hamaker equation is used to estimate the van der Waals interaction,
including dispersive, Keesom, and Debye interactions. The Hamaker’s equation (Equation (11)) is
composed of two parts: a first part describes the polar contribution and a second part—the dispersive
contribution. In this Equation (11), subscripts 1 and 2 refer in this case to bitumen and aggregate while
subscript 3 refers to the medium, either air or water. Calculations of Hamaker’s polar part require
accurate dielectric data, in particular, dielectric constants and for the dispersive part the refractive
index of the interacting materials and the intervening medium.

A132 =
3
4

kT
(
ε1 − ε3

ε1 + ε3

)(
ε2 − ε3

ε2 + ε3

)
+

3hυ

8
√

2

(
n1

2
− n3

2
)(

n2
2
− n3

2
)

√
n1

2 + n32
√

n22 + n32
(√

n1
2 + n32 +

√
n22 + n32

) (11)

εi—the static dielectric constant for material/medium I (in vacuum ε3 = 1);
ni—the refractive index of the material/medium I, in the visible region (in vacuum n3 = 1);
h—Planck’s constant (= 6.6261 × 10−34 Js);
k—Boltzmann constant (= 1.3807 × 10−23 J/K);
T—the absolute temperature;
υ—the main electronic absorption frequency (typically ± 3 × 1015 s−1).

If Hamaker’s equation equals zero, there is no net force and the bodies are neither pulled together
nor pushed apart. If the net force is positive then the bodies will adhere, if the net force is negative
repulsion will occur. For most material combinations, the Hamaker equation is positive and the van
der Waals force is attractive. The van der Waals force is always attractive between two surfaces of
the same material and always attractive in a vacuum. The Hamaker’s equation can be negative and
repulsive for two different material surfaces interacting through a liquid medium (A123). Relations
between the Hamaker constant and the dispersive part of the surface energy have been proposed:
For example, Israelachvili [33] has calculated the Hamaker constants of different liquids from their
refractive indices and the surface tensions of these liquids using the following Equation (12):

Aii = 24πr2
iiγ

LW
i (12)

rii—the separation distance between interacting atoms or molecules;
γLW—the dispersive part of the surface energy.

Israelachvili [33] found a very good agreement between the calculated surface tension of saturated
hydrocarbons and the corresponding experimental values using Equation (12) and r = 0.2054 nm.
However, this was not true for polar substances. Israelachvili [33] concluded that Equation (12) may
not be used to calculate the surface free energies of highly polar liquids, where short-range forces other
than dispersion forces (e.g., hydrogen bonds) are involved. Later, the value for r was corrected (by the
same author) to a value of 0.165 nm.

3. Summary of Experimental Studies Based on SFE Approach

3.1. Overview of Test Procedures to Determine Surface Energies

An overview of experimental methods, as was observed in the literature survey, to determine
SFE or SFE components of bitumen and aggregates is presented in Table 1. The calculation method,
if applicable is indicated. In the Owens–Wendt (OW) concept, SFE is a sum of two components:
a dispersion (D) and a polar (P) part, while in the Van Oss–Chaudhury–Good (VCG) theory, SFE
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is calculated based on three components; a disperse, an acid, and a base component. The most
popular test methods include the Wilhemy plate test (WP) and the universal sorption device (USD)
for respectively, bitumen and aggregates. Due to its simplicity and because it can be used for both
bitumen and aggregates, the sessile drop test is also used a lot. These three tests are briefly explained
in the next paragraphs.

Table 1. Literature overview indicating the test methods used to determine surface energies of bitumen
and aggregate.

Reference(s) Method to determine surface energies
of bituminous binders

[18,20,21,23,24,26,28–30,34–47] Wilhelmy plate tests in probe liquids (VCG), ambient

[20,39,48–51] Sessile drops of probe liquids on bitumen surface
(VCG) ambient

[18,20,35] Inverse gas chromatography (CVS)

[46,52] Pending drop (100–140 ◦C) combined with sessile drop on
PTFE (OW)

[53] Sessile drops on a microtome-cut bitumen surface 20 ◦C (OW)

[39,54] Sessile drops of probe liquids on bitumen surface
(OW) ambient

[55] Dynamic sessile drop measurements of probe liquids on a
bitumen surface (VCG)

[56] Pending drops of bitumen (100–130 ◦C) (γ total)
[53] Pending drops at equiviscous temperatures (γ total)
[57] Pending drops of bitumen at a fixed G* 209 Pa (γ total)
[39] Wilhelmy plate tests in probe liquids (OW) ambient
[20] Atomic force microscopy (dispersive component)

Reference(s) Method to determine surface energies of aggregates used in
asphalt applications

[18,19,21,23,24,26,28–30,35,36,38,40,41,45,46,58–60] Universal sorption device (VCG)
[49–51,55] Sessile drops of probe liquids on flat aggregate (VCG)
[53,57,61] Sessile drops of probe liquids on flat aggregate (OW)
[20,28] Micro calorimeter (VCG)
[20] Inverse gas chromatography (VCG)

Legend: OW—Owens–Wendt theory resulting in two surface free energy (SFE) components: Dispersive and polar;
VCG—Van Oss–Chaudhury–Good theory resulting in three SFE components: Dispersive, acid, and base.

The Wilhelmy plate method also referred to as plate method, was proposed by researchers from
Texas A&M University to investigate bitumen [18,35]. Later, this test was applied by other researchers
as referred to in Table 1. In this test, a thin bitumen coated glass plate is immersed or withdrawn from
probe liquid at a slow and constant speed. The dynamic contact angles that develop between the
bitumen film and the liquid are obtained, by comparing the weight of the sample slide in air to its
weight in the liquid after correcting for buoyancy. The basic principle is schematically illustrated in
Figure 1. The dynamic contact angle measured during the immersion process is called the advancing
contact angle (a wetting process), while the dynamic contact angle measured during the withdrawal
process is called the receding contact angle (a de-wetting process). Theoretically, for a surface that
does not undergo any permanent change by meeting the probe liquid, the advancing and receding
contact angles should be the same. However, in most cases, differences are observed [20] and they have
been attributed to chemical and morphological heterogeneities of the surface, or also to roughness,
swelling, rearrangement, inter-diffusion, and/or surface deformation. In the case of bitumen, it has
been attributed to surface heterogeneities, and in bitumen, the advancing contact angles are used to
determine surface energy components [20]. In the latter study, the effect of the choice of probe liquids
on the precision of the SFE determination was investigated. In principle, for the OW method it would
be enough to determine the contact angles with two known probe liquids and for VCG calculation
with three probe liquids. However, if two or more of the probe liquids have similar surface free energy
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components, the calculated surface free energy components of bitumen will be very sensitive to small
errors in the measurement of contact angles. It was advised by Texas A&M to use five probe liquids.
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The sessile drop method is based on a direct measurement of the contact angle of a known liquid
on the surface of the material being tested [18]. This approach is very well described in other references
such as [52]. While the plate technique measures a dynamic contact angle in a quasi-equilibrium
state, the sessile drop approach usually measures a static contact angle although it can also be used
in a dynamic mode. As in the case of Wilhelmy plate method, the three unknown surface energy
components of a solid under investigation can be calculated once the contact angles of at least three
known liquids on this substrate are measured. In this test, a drop (about 2 to 3 mm in diameter) of a
probe liquid is dispensed on a horizontal, flat surface of the material being tested (this can be a bitumen
film or a flat stone surface), and the contact angle is measured. In Figure 2, different contact angles are
shown as a function of the degree of wetting. For a complete wetting, the contact angle is zero, while
for two materials that have no wetting the contact angle is 180 ◦C. In that case, the drop will roll on
the surface. Instead of working with known probe liquids, it is also possible to use solid substrates
with known surface energy characteristics and use sessile drop measurements to determine the SFE
components of an unknown liquid.Infrastructures 2020, 5, x FOR PEER REVIEW 8 of 28 

 
Figure 2. Overview of contact angles as a function of the wetting behavior [52]. 

The universal sorption device (USD) is a gravimetric sorption technique, used to measure the 
sorption characteristics of selected vapors on aggregate surfaces. According to literature it can be 
used in a static or dynamic way. Again, the sorption tests need to be conducted with at least three 
vapors with known surface energy components in order to be able to calculate the three SFE 
components of an unknown aggregate. Sorption methods are particularly suitable since they can 
accommodate different sample sizes, irregular shapes, mineralogy’s, and surface textures associated 
with aggregates. In the method used by Texas A&M University, an aggregate fraction passing a 4.75 
mm sieve and retained on a 2.36 mm sieve is tested. The chamber, including the suspended aggregate 
fraction, is vacuumed and the solute is injected into the system. A highly sensitive magnetic 
suspension balance is used to measure the amount of solute adsorbed on the surface of the aggregate 
at predetermined increasing levels of relative pressure. Little and Bhasin [20] noted that the specific 
surface area (SSA) of the aggregates is a required input to be able to compute SFE components. The 
methodology of using the universal sorption device is applicable only when the probe vapor 
molecules are adsorbed due to physical adsorption and not chemisorption [20]. Experiments by Texas 
A&M University have confirmed that the adsorption of the selected probe vapors on typical 
aggregate surfaces such as granite, limestone, and gravel is mostly due to physical adsorption. 
However, if aggregates are coated with chemically active materials and are used for testing, it must 
be ensured that the probe vapors do not react with the coating. Little and Bhasin [20] also show that 
clean aggregates are needed and physically adsorbed impurities such as water vapor, etc., need to be 
removed, as they will influence the SFE components. Water molecules and other impurities when 
adsorbed to the clean aggregate surface will lower its surface energy. 

3.1.1. SFE measurement results on bituminous binders 

In Table 2, values obtained for surface energy measurements on unmodified bitumen are shown. 
All these data are based on the Wilhelmy plate method combined with the VCG calculation 
procedure. Only data on unmodified binders are summarized, and the data are first grouped by the 
laboratory where they have been tested, and secondly by the reported publication date.  

There seems to be a good agreement in the total surface energy levels found, although the levels 
found by Bahramian [39], and Zhang et al. [22] are slightly higher. Bahramian [39] also showed in his 
project slightly higher levels in the polar parts as compared to other references. In general, for 
bituminous binders, the polar parts are much smaller compared to the dispersive parts. 

Standard deviations on the surface energy components have been reported for example in [18] 
and [39]. These standard deviations are small compared to the measured levels for the total and 
dispersive parts, but they are large for polar, acid, and base parts, indicating that these parts cannot 
be measured very accurately. Especially the small acid and base parts have sometimes very large 
standard deviations. In the paper by Luo et al. [42], the obtained levels are lower as compared to the 
other references because these authors added a correction to the Wilhelmy plate method. This 
correction takes into account the slight curvature of the liquid surface next to the plate. For some of 

Figure 2. Overview of contact angles as a function of the wetting behavior [52].

Bitumen and aggregate can be tested using this method. In both cases, the sample needs to be flat
and smooth, and aggregates are very often polished. Therefore, the surface does not represent a natural
crushed state. In addition, since each measurement is made using a single drop that covers only an
area of about 2 to 3 mm in diameter, the application of this test on heterogeneous aggregate surfaces
will require a lot of repeats on different locations, in order to get a reasonable average representative of
the whole surface area. Additionally, it has also been reported that nonpolar liquids cannot be used



Infrastructures 2020, 5, 20 8 of 27

on high-energy aggregates surfaces since complete wetting occurs, resulting in a zero-contact angle.
The quality of the drop pictures is also very important as stated in [56]. A summary of possible errors
related with this technique is provided by Rudawska et al. [62].

The universal sorption device (USD) is a gravimetric sorption technique, used to measure the
sorption characteristics of selected vapors on aggregate surfaces. According to literature it can be used
in a static or dynamic way. Again, the sorption tests need to be conducted with at least three vapors
with known surface energy components in order to be able to calculate the three SFE components
of an unknown aggregate. Sorption methods are particularly suitable since they can accommodate
different sample sizes, irregular shapes, mineralogy’s, and surface textures associated with aggregates.
In the method used by Texas A&M University, an aggregate fraction passing a 4.75 mm sieve and
retained on a 2.36 mm sieve is tested. The chamber, including the suspended aggregate fraction,
is vacuumed and the solute is injected into the system. A highly sensitive magnetic suspension balance
is used to measure the amount of solute adsorbed on the surface of the aggregate at predetermined
increasing levels of relative pressure. Little and Bhasin [20] noted that the specific surface area (SSA)
of the aggregates is a required input to be able to compute SFE components. The methodology of
using the universal sorption device is applicable only when the probe vapor molecules are adsorbed
due to physical adsorption and not chemisorption [20]. Experiments by Texas A&M University have
confirmed that the adsorption of the selected probe vapors on typical aggregate surfaces such as
granite, limestone, and gravel is mostly due to physical adsorption. However, if aggregates are coated
with chemically active materials and are used for testing, it must be ensured that the probe vapors
do not react with the coating. Little and Bhasin [20] also show that clean aggregates are needed and
physically adsorbed impurities such as water vapor, etc., need to be removed, as they will influence
the SFE components. Water molecules and other impurities when adsorbed to the clean aggregate
surface will lower its surface energy.

3.1.1. SFE Measurement Results on Bituminous Binders

In Table 2, values obtained for surface energy measurements on unmodified bitumen are shown.
All these data are based on the Wilhelmy plate method combined with the VCG calculation procedure.
Only data on unmodified binders are summarized, and the data are first grouped by the laboratory
where they have been tested, and secondly by the reported publication date.

There seems to be a good agreement in the total surface energy levels found, although the levels
found by Bahramian [39], and Zhang et al. [22] are slightly higher. Bahramian [39] also showed
in his project slightly higher levels in the polar parts as compared to other references. In general,
for bituminous binders, the polar parts are much smaller compared to the dispersive parts.

Standard deviations on the surface energy components have been reported for example in [18]
and [39]. These standard deviations are small compared to the measured levels for the total and
dispersive parts, but they are large for polar, acid, and base parts, indicating that these parts cannot be
measured very accurately. Especially the small acid and base parts have sometimes very large standard
deviations. In the paper by Luo et al. [42], the obtained levels are lower as compared to the other
references because these authors added a correction to the Wilhelmy plate method. This correction
takes into account the slight curvature of the liquid surface next to the plate. For some of the samples,
this correction resulted in a change of more than 10% in the cohesive energy components.
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Table 2. Overview of typical values of surface energies for unmodified bituminous binders, using the
Wilhelmy plate test.

γTotal γLW γAB γ+ γ−
Reference(s) Notes

mJ/m2 mJ/m2 mJ/m2 mJ/m2 mJ/m2

14–32 13–32 0–3 0–1.5 0–3 [18,20,24,28–
30,35,36]

12.1–12.5 10.6–11.2 1.3–1.5 0.7–0.8 0.6–0.7 [55]

15.6 13.7 1.9 1.5 0.7 [21]

19.1–30.6 18.8–30.6 0–0.4 0–0.34 0–5.08 [15,26,41,46]

33.6–38.1 32.9–37.5 – 0.0–0.01 2.1–3.5 [22] Two binders

14.0–15.6 12.5–13.5 1.5–1.9 1.4–1.5 0.4–0.7 [31] Two binders

14.2–15.9 11.8–13.7 2.2–2.4 2.6–3.0 0.5–0.5 [45] Two binders

10.45 6.85 3.60 3.47 0.93 [42]
Revised calculation

method; one
unmodified binder

20.2 19.3 0.9 1.2 0.2 [43] One unmodified
binder

26–39 18–33 6–8 4.9–6.7 1.7–2.4 [39] Six pen grade
70/100 binders

20.5 17.8 2.5 1.5 1.2 [47] One unmodified
binder

γTotal—total SFE; γLW—the nonpolar Lifshitz–van der Waals component; γAB—acid–base part of SFE; γ+—the polar
Lewis acid component; γ−—the polar Lewis base component.

Comparisons of different tests methods, using the same sample set, were reported
in [18,20,32,35,39]. For example, for the comparison between the sessile drop method and the
Wilhelmy plate tests, Little and Bhasin [20] reported that both test methods produce results for the
LW component with adequate precision. There was a trend between LW parts of both methods
(R2 = 0.59), but sessile drop measurements systematically resulted in larger dispersive parts, attributed
to differences in the test methodologies. Differences were also reported in the acid components; a
larger value was obtained using the Wilhelmy plate method. In the paper by Bahramian [39], a similar
comparison was conducted, in this case, almost no differences were observed between both methods.

In the paper by Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53], sessile drop measurements of probe liquids on a
bitumen surface were used to determine SFE components of bitumen (OW calculation), in this study
the author reported that especially for soft binders, very small polar components were obtained. This
was related to separation effects at the bitumen surface. Normally bitumen is heated, covered on a
glass plate, and afterward allowed to cool to room temperature. During this cooling, the surface will
optimize its surface energy by selectively placing compounds with small surface energy at the surface.
Especially, the accumulation of smaller more mobile paraffin at the surface can reduce the surface
energy. The authors in [53] could avoid this phenomenon by using a freshly microtome-cut bitumen
surface instead of an air-cooled surface. Unfortunately, in the paper the comparison of both surfaces
is not included, only measured data on microtome-cut surfaces are reported. These indicate rather
larger polar SFE components as compared to other references. The author also expected these effects in
polymer modified binders.

Interesting results were also obtained by Khan et al. [54], he used the sessile drop method to
determine the three SFE components. Additionally, for three binders, he compared several preparation
methods of the bitumen surfaces. In method A, he first mixed the additives with the binders, this was
either an adhesion improver or an emulsifier, and used the standard method to prepare a sample. This
is heating a binder, preparing a hot surface, and leaving it in air to cool down. In addition to this,
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in method B, he prepared bitumen surfaces without additives in the standard way, and placed these
surfaces underwater, in which the additives were mixed. After removing this surface from the water,
the SFE components were determined. The data clearly showed that the effect of a surfactant or an
emulsifier was only observed in method B. Only those surfaces that had been into contact with the
water, had developed a clear polar part in their surface energy components.

The effects of testing time and temperature on SFE component determination is discussed in the
papers [35,52,53,56]. A linear decrease in total surface energy with temperature has been reported, and
all binders seem to vary in a very similar way, for 30 ◦C increase, the total surface energy decreases
between 2 and 2.5 mN/m2.

In many studies, different bituminous binders show differences in the total and dispersive parts of
the surface energy and also small differences in acid or base parts as reported in the papers [18,20,35].
However, at this moment, it is not clear how these differences relate to other bitumen parameters,
and/or to the bitumen chemistry. Korn [52] has reported that paraffinic binders have larger total
surface energies compared to naphthenic bitumen, but paraffinic binders have a lower polar part.
In the papers [53,57] only very little variation was observed in the total surface energies of various
commercial binders, while in the paper [53], it was noted that more differences could be observed
when comparing polar and dispersive parts, but the author also indicated that the errors bars on these
parts are rather large. The influences of bitumen modification, antistrip additives and ageing on the
surface energy, and its components are summarized in Table 3. In conclusion, it seems that the effect of
additives such as antistrip agents is very hard to detect in SFE measurements. Moreover, polymer or
wax modification does not result in large changes, and for aging different trends are reported.

Table 3. Overview of effect of bitumen type and bitumen modification including use of additives on
surface energy and SFE components.

Effect Studied Finding(s)—Conclusion(s) Reference(s) *

Type of bitumen
• γtotal parafinic -> γtotal naphthenic; γAB
napthenic -> γAB paraffinic; [52]
• γAB napthenic -> γAB paraffinic;
• SHRP library binders, differences between the
binders were observed but this did not relate to
another bitumen parameter;

[18,20,28,34,35]

• Very little difference between binders in γtotal. [53,57]

Antistrip agent
(0.4%–1% addition)
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Table 3. Cont.

Effect Studied Finding(s)—Conclusion(s) Reference(s) *

sasobit (2%–8%), paraffin wax (8%)
• Sasobit decreases γtotal, γ+ is increased no
effect on γ− similar effect of paraffin wax, no
effect of aspha-min;

[37,55]

sasobit (0.5%–8.0%), evotherm
(0.5%–1.5%) • γtotal, γLW, and γ− increase slightly; [48]

sasobit (3%), and RH (3%) (RH is a
type of organic wax)

• For sasobit: for one binder γtotal decreases, for
the second binder γtotal increases, basic part
increases, acidic part decreases. For RH: For
both binders γtotal decreases, basic part
increases acidic part decreases.

[50]

Polymer modification
[46,52,53]: SBS
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3.1.2. SFE Measurement Results on Aggregates

Aggregates consist of an assemblage of one or more minerals, while minerals have a definite
chemical composition and an ordered atomic arrangement as described in [18]. Consequently, it is
expected that the surface of aggregates is rather heterogeneous. In the papers [52,53,63], aggregate
types are divided into acid and basic types; acid aggregates consist mainly of quartz (silica dioxide or
SiO2) and are generally considered as water sensitive aggregates. The reason is that SiO2 can form
strong hydrogen bonds with water resulting in strong interactions. The author also reports that on
these surfaces even after heating it is very likely that a monomolecular layer of water will remain.
On the other hand, basic aggregates consist mainly of calcite and are considered as good adhering
aggregates. Therefore, in general terms, bad adhering aggregates may include quartz, quartzite,
hornblende, biotite, orthoclase, while good adhering aggregates comprise, e.g., basalt, augite, and
olivine. Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53] note that the chemical components at the stone surface with a
high affinity for bitumen are in general elements such as Al, Fe, Mg, and Ca, while elements with a
low affinity are Na and K. The reason given is that Ca2+ and Mg2+ ions form water-insoluble salts,
while K+ and Na+ form water-soluble salts, with a negative effect on the bitumen stone adhesion. A
similar observation was in [64], where it was shown that alkali feldspars induced a weak interface
with bitumen. Lyne et al. [65,66] has given a literature overview on the effect of specific elements
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on the moisture sensitivity of bitumen—aggregate adhesion. Minerals containing alkali metals are
prone to stripping and iron compounds are considered beneficial. Magnesium and calcium are also
considered advantageous. The total picture of the effect of aluminum and silica is less clear. Hefer [18]
has noted that carbonates may result in weak boundaries if the pH of the water drops below 6, since
then, the carbonates may dissolve leading to failure.

Surface energy measurements on aggregates indicate much more variation between the surface
energy components compared to the values observed for various bituminous binders. Little and
Bhasin [20] have reported that the total surface energy is typically in the range of 50 up to 400 mJ/m2 for
aggregates. The magnitude of the LW component is smaller (30 to 60 mJ/m2) compared to the magnitude
of the base component (200 to 1000 mJ/m2). Most aggregates have a small magnitude of the acid
component ranging from 0 up to100 mJ/m2, so the total polar part of the surface energy is not necessarily
high and can still be small depending on the acid component. Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [52] noted
that differences in the total surface energy and the distribution between dispersive and polar parts
can be larger between aggregates belonging to the same class of aggregates compared to aggregates
belonging to different classes. In the particular case in [53], when two quartzite aggregate types showed
larger differences than what is observed between quartzite and granite types.

In the collected papers, large variations between aggregates were observed, even for aggregates
that differ only slightly in their mineralogical composition. For example, in the papers [26,41], two
limestone type of aggregates, consisting both for 96% of the mineral calcite, still showed a very large
difference between the surface energy components. Regarding standard deviations, these are reported,
for example, by Bhasin [28] and they are low compared to the measured values, except if an SFE
component is very small.

Different test methods are available and have been used to evaluate the SFE of aggregates. From a
comparison of different methods, the following conclusions were obtained:

• Inverse gas chromatography is not very successful for aggregates as stated by Hefer [18] as the
retention time measured may correspond to only the high-energy functional groups present on
the surface of the material and not to an average value as reported in the papers [20,28];

• The use of contact angle methods such as the sessile drop method are limited as they require a flat
stone surface; and a large number of repeats are needed [53];

• Static and dynamic vapor sorption measurements are very suited for aggregates with irregular
shapes as concluded in the papers [34,35];

• Atomic force microscopy (AFM) also requires a very flat surface and moreover, only a very small
area is scanned at a given time as reported in the papers [34,35];

• Micro calorimetry characterizes only the enthalpy change and could only be used if entropy
would turn out to be negligible as stated in the papers [34,35].

In several references the effects of polishing have been discussed. Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53]
have investigated the surface roughness after polishing and concluded that even after polishing
differences in surface flatness still exists between different aggregates. In this case, slight variations
in the surface hardness could, after polishing result in very small imperfections on the surface.
The researchers tried to avoid the influence of surface irregularities by using the same sample
preparation for all the aggregates, and by performing a larger number of contact angle measurements
on different locations on the stone surface. The author also investigated the difference between cutting,
scrubbing and polishing, when measuring contact angles with water. The polished stones gave the
lowest contact angles. The author concluded that irregularities, which may be larger after cutting and
scrubbing, hinder the wetting of liquids on the surface. This study also compared static and dynamic
contact angles between probe liquids on stone surfaces. For some surface types differences between
both contact angles were seen, while for others these were very similar. If differences were observed
these could be attributed to the surface roughness. In this study, the author decided to determine the
SFE components of the aggregates (polar and dispersive only) using dynamic contact angles. There is
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still a lot of discussion on the validity of methods that measure liquid contact angles for solids which
are not easily prepared into a flat plane as stated by Miller [58].

In some references, the effect of using “freshly-cut” or “aged” aggregates is discussed. Korn [52]
noted that after crushing, there is a reorganization of polar substances at the surface, and by adsorption
of substances from the air (water molecules and dust) the surface energy of the aggregate decreases
until after a few months a stable situation has been installed. Schellenberger [67] noted that freshly cut
aggregates have a worse moisture sensitivity behavior compared to aggregates that have been stored
for some time. Hefer [18] noted that possible reactions at the stone surface when water is absorbed are
presented. Little and Bhasin [20] noted that for two aggregate types no differences due to aggregate
storage could be observed. This was explained by the fact that crushed aggregates may within a few
seconds after crushing accumulate surface contamination from the environment.

Miller et al. [58,59] evaluated the possibility to catalogue mineral properties, with the aim to
relate the mineralogy to the surface energy components and also to check if it is possible to assign
surface energy values to aggregates coming from a specific quarry. This last objective can only be
possible if the surface energies of aggregates are not dependent upon the moment and at which point
in the quarry they are taken. This last condition was however not met. Additionally, a simple relation
between mineralogical composition and surface energy could not be developed because it was not
always possible to draw clear correlations between surface chemistry and surface energy. The reasons
for this observation are not so clear. Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53] reported that determining the
chemical and functional groups as active sites is useful to understand interfacial reactions but does
not explain the magnitude or strength of these sites. Additionally, measured values of organic and
inorganic coatings seemed to play an important role and also the influence of varying surface roughness
was unclear.

Regarding aggregate modifications, in the paper by Arabani et al. [21] the influence of a
polyethylene (PE) precoating of three types of aggregates was evaluated. The data clearly show
that PE treatment decreases the polar components of the aggregates and increases the dispersive
part. However, the base component was for all aggregates higher after modification. There was no
explanation for this last observation. In the literature, numerous papers have evaluated the effect of
hydrated lime. In the papers [18,53], it was postulated that hydrated lime ties up carboxylic acids and
2-quinolones in the bitumen, with the formation of insoluble calcium organic salts, which prevent
these functionalities from reacting with a siliceous surface to form water-sensitive bonds. This leaves
important active sites on the siliceous surface to form strong water-resistant bonds with nitrogen
groups in bitumen (amines) resulting in a reduction of the water sensitivity of asphalt mixtures. In the
paper by Moghadas Nejad et al. [40] the SFE components of the aggregates with and without hydrate
lime treatment were determined, and the authors showed that hydrated lime treatment reduces the
acid SFE and increases the base SFE of the two types of aggregates. However, Little and Bhasin [20]
reported that the methodology of using the universal sorption device is applicable only when the
probe vapor molecules are adsorbed due to physical adsorption and not due to chemisorption. It is
unclear if this condition is met in the case of hydrated lime.

3.1.3. Dry and Wet Adhesion

Once the SFE components of bitumen and aggregate are determined, the dry and wet bond
strengths can be calculated. In literature, normally dry bond strengths are positive and wet bond
strengths become negative as stated by Hefer [18] indicating an attraction between bitumen and
aggregate when dry that becomes a repulsion when wet. Miller et al. [59] investigated a large range
of minerals and for some of these, free energies of adhesion between bitumen and these minerals
were still negative even in the presence of water. These were typically minerals with a low acid and
a low base component. Therefore, the latter minerals do not have a thermodynamically drive for
an adhesive debonding. The fact that this was not observed for any of the aggregates studied was
explained by the fact that aggregates are combinations of different minerals, resulting in average values.
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Grenfell et al. [26] reported that a limestone aggregate, which had small acid and base components,
also showed a negative free energy of adhesion with bitumen. A similar observation was made by
Porot et al. [61]. In this case, all investigated aggregates showed negative free energies of adhesion in
the presence of water, which may also be related to difficulties in the exact determination of acid and
base components.

3.2. Sessile Drop Measurements in Dry and Wet Conditions

In some studies [49,52,53,56,57,67–70], the bitumen–aggregate affinity is derived from contact
angle measurements, between bitumen drops in direct contact with a (flat) aggregate surface. In such
tests, surface energy components are not determined, however, later tests allow a direct measurement
of bitumen–aggregate interaction, which can be measured both in air, as well as in water. Therefore, a
short summary of these types of tests is included.

Korn [52] has developed a procedure to measure contact angles of bitumen drops on substrates in
air and in water. In this proposal, the temperatures for wetting and respectively, de-wetting by water
are determined by the bitumen softening points. In the first step, a procedure to bring equally sized
drops of bitumen on a substrate is described. For this purpose, the bitumen was heated, in this case,
up to 150 ◦C, while the substrate was kept at room temperature. Several drops of bitumen were placed
on the substrate using a needle. Afterwards, the covered substrates were heated to a temperature,
25 to 30 ◦C above the softening point. The contact angle data of bitumen to the substrate in air were
recorded after 10 min at 70 ◦C. Subsequently, the substrate with the wetted bitumen drop was placed
underwater at a temperature which is 5 ◦C below the R&B softening point, in this example at 40 ◦C.
The drop contact angle was measured again after 2 h of storage underwater. The difference in contact
angle before and after water storage is then calculated. Threshold values for the change after 2 h
respectively 24 h water storage have been set and used as a measure of the resistance to stripping.

Several references have applied this type of tests as described in the papers [52,56,68], while
Schellenberger [66] is using a similar approach, measuring contact angle underwater while adapting
slightly the procedure. Korn [52] observed clear differences between stone types and between various
bitumen types, especially in case of bitumen modified with antistrip additives, waxes, or polymers.
However, it should be noted that for polymer and wax modified bitumen the wetting temperatures
needed to be considerably higher, because of the increased viscosity. The authors also noted that
differences in surface texture influenced the contact angles, and finally, that there is no relation between
the total surface energy of a binder and the wetting of this binder on a particular stone.

Schellenberger [67] mentioned that the procedure was adapted, and, in this test, all unmodified
binders gave rather low contact angles, so a good wetting was not achieved. The test could clearly
show the effect of additives, which was also aggregate type dependent. Furthermore, the author noted
that this test cannot be used to investigate PmB’s, as it does not allow preparing small drops when the
bitumen is polymer modified. In the paper, the effect of additives was confirmed in rolling bottle tests
and in boiling water tests. Nehrings [68] used the same procedure as Korn [52] to evaluate the effect
of adhesion improvers, however, no effect was observed when measuring contact angles in the dry
situation, only the water conditioning step allowed to distinguish the binders. Wistuba [56] conducted
very similar tests as Korn [52], the authors report the need for minimum standards for image quality,
in order to improve the repeatability and reproducibility of the test method.

In the papers [49,52,57,69,70], contact angles were only evaluated in the dry situation. Some
studies described in the papers [49,53,69] indicate that effects of additives such as adhesion promotors
can be observed even when testing dry contact angles, while other papers [57,70] indicate that these
tests cannot differentiate binders with and without adhesion promotors.

In summary, it seems that contact angle measurements in the dry and wet state may be a successful
way to estimate the water sensitivity. However, at this moment the validation is mainly limited to
comparing binders with and without adhesion improvers, or other modifications. There are still a lot
of open questions with regard to this test such as: should binders be compared at an equal viscosity
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state or at an equal temperature, what is the effect of using a polished or a flat aggregate surface and
what about the accuracy, how large is the effect of a minor unevenness or a scratch on the spreading of
bitumen drops.

3.3. Correlations between SFE Measurements and Water Sensitivity Observations

3.3.1. Correlations between Calculated Bond Strengths and Laboratory Tests Indicative of Moisture
Damage

Table 4, is a selection of research papers, investigating the validation of surface energy predictions
based on laboratory tests. The number of test samples from each study, as well as the water conditioning
and test procedures are included in Table 4, while the findings are summarized in the next paragraphs.

Apeagyei et al. [71] evaluated six combinations and determined compressive strength ratios,
between wet and dry conditioned tests. In this paper, possible correlations between predicted and
tested ratios were not presented. Instead, from the surface energies of binder and aggregate, and from
the measured compressive strength ratios, a new parameter, the percentage of the surface area of
aggregate exposed to water was calculated. According to the authors, this percentage is a significant
index to quantify the level of adhesive fracture. In this study, the water conditioning took place prior
to testing the asphalt mixture samples, but the authors concluded that the introduction of moisture in
either a liquid or vapor state during cyclic loading may well be more damaging than simply moisture
conditioning an asphalt concrete sample prior to testing. The authors also noted a filler effect: This
essentially occurs when a filler is intimately mixed or dispersed with the binder. In fact, hydrated lime
intimately mixed with the bitumen may provide a filler effect that not only stiffens the mixture at high
temperatures but also provides a toughening effect that leads to increased fatigue life and increased
low-temperature fracture resistance.

In the papers [20,28,30], 12 binder–aggregate combinations were investigated, the authors came to
the following conclusions: the SSA, the specific surface are of the aggregates, is a parameter that should
be added to the surface energy parameters to predict the moisture sensitivity. When including SSA,
correlations improved, and residual errors decreased. Moreover, in general, the correlation between
the SFE parameters and the ratio of dry versus wet fatigue life was better than the correlation with the
ratio of dynamic modulus in tension. The best correlations of 0.84, 0.83 were obtained between the
fatigue ratio (wet/dry) versus log (ER1*SSA) and versus log (ER2*SSA), respectively.

Howson et al. [24] investigated six binder–aggregate combinations, based on uniaxial pull-off

tests using a DSR. For each test, the total work of fracture was derived. The latter was higher for
limestone as compared to andesite (for each binder and at each conditioning level). The change in the
total work of fracture compared to the dry sample was calculated (in limestone this tended to increase
with conditioning time, in andesite this tended to decrease). The average of this change related well
to the values given by the energy parameter (ER2), R2 = 0.89. A lot more conclusions were obtained
in this paper: for example, the authors noted an effect of the aggregate type, even if the failure was
purely cohesive. They also noted changes in the patterns of (cohesively) fractured surfaces after water
conditioning, and proposed a mechanism based on an increased ability of the binders to flow, as well
as cavitation and fibril formation due to the action of water. The authors also noted that an increase in
film thickness resulted in increases in total work of fracture, as it allowed more energy to be dissipated
in the bulk of the viscoelastic asphalt binder.

Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53] compared surface energies and rolling bottle tests on 25
binder–aggregate. Two criteria for the assessment were used; stone coverage should be larger
if γ stone is large and γ binder is low. Additionally, the bond between aggregate and binder is stronger
if the distribution of polar to dispersive parts is more equal. In this study, these assumptions could not
be confirmed, and no correlations were obtained. The reasons for this are not clear but the fact that
SSA was not included in the predictions was stated as a reason, a second reason could be related to the
possibility that the binder forms a good adhering, but brittle film which could break during the rolling
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bottle test; or a strong cohesive binder film is formed, which is not well adhering, but not breaking
during rolling action.

Arabani et al. [21] used three aggregate–binder combinations and each aggregate was tested
in three states; without treatment, after coating it with low density poly(ethylene), and again after
coating with high density poly(ethylene). Therefore, in fact, a total of nine combinations was tested.
Unfortunately, in the paper no direct comparison of bond strength ratios to predicted levels based
on the surface energies was shown. Clear effects of the coating with polyethylene were observed
and discussed.

Wasiuddin [55] compared results of a modified pull-off test (PATTI) to SFE free energy calculations
for several aggregate binder combinations and binders modified with sasobit and liquid anti strip.
The results did not correlate well. In this study, a new moisture conditioning procedure was proposed,
able to produce adhesive failure which can be quantified by the modified pull-off test. For this purpose,
plain glass plates, coated with bitumen, were placed overnight in an oven at 64 ◦C in submerged
condition. This conditioning resulted in most cases in an adhesive failure, but for some of the modified
samples the failure was still either a mixed-mode (between cohesive and adhesive failure) or a fully
cohesive failure. The authors also noted that in the submerged condition, water can develop randomly
distributed, micro and macro scale cylindrical holes in the bitumen film. These holes penetrate up
to the asphalt–substrate interface and start replacing asphalt film from the substrate surface, causing
adhesive failure or stripping. Maybe this observation is related to the high temperature of 64 ◦C,
at which sample conditioning took place.

Liu et al. [41] tested three limestone types and three granite types of aggregates with various
binders. Differences in moisture sensitivity of the mixtures were observed based on the test method
used: the boiling water test (BWT) and the rolling bottle test (RBT) were the most discriminative tests
while the static immersion and the ultrasonic test were the least sensitive. The results for the total
water immersion test had mixed success. The BWT and RBT ranked limestone combinations better
compared to the granite combinations. The correspondence between SFE calculated and measured
water-sensitivity was partially correct, the mixtures that performed worst or best in RBT and BWT were
identified. Furthermore, the authors concluded that the magnitude of the work of debonding in the
presence of water was found to be aggregate type dependent which suggests that the physicochemical
properties of aggregates may play a more significant role in the generation of moisture damage, than
bitumen properties.

Grenfell et al. [26] evaluated two aggregates, limestone and granite, using three binders. In this
study the rolling bottle tests were well predicted by SFE calculations. All four aggregate–bitumen bond
energy parameters (ER1, ER2, ER1*SSA, and ER2*SSA) could be used to predict moisture sensitivity
of asphalt mixtures. Threshold values of (0.75 for ER1, 0.50 for ER2, 0.50 for ER1*SSA, and 0.35 for
ER2*SSA) were defined to separate ‘good’ from ‘poor’ moisture damage performing aggregate–bitumen
combinations. The authors concluded that surface energy properties of the materials combined with
the parameters obtained by conventional moisture sensitivity assessment techniques can contribute
towards the development of a material screening protocol for determining the best combinations of
bitumen and aggregates for the local road material providing better bitumen–aggregate adhesion and
less susceptibility to moisture damage/stripping.

Apeagyei et al. [71] followed the indirect stiffness versus conditioning time; generally, stiffness
decreased with conditioning time (and consequently water content) except at low exposure times
where low water content was associated with a slight but repeatable increase in stiffness. In this
paper, the reversibility of moisture damage was investigated, this is the stiffness degradation in wet
specimens being fully recovered upon specimen drying. The effect of moisture exposure on durability
was found to be reversible as moisture conditioned asphalt mixtures that had lost up to 80% of the
initial stiffness upon drying fully recovered. This was associated with a plasticization process, softening
the bulk mastic, and moving the critical stress concentration location from the interfacial region of the
aggregate-mastic bond into the bulk mastic. Micro-CT scans of the asphalt mixtures internal structure
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suggest moisture diffusion was mainly restricted to the bulk mastic and not the aggregate–mastic
interface. The results suggest that cohesive rather than adhesive failure dominate the durability of
asphalt mixtures under the long-term moisture exposure used in this study. In another paper by
Apeagyei et al. [15] the worse moisture resistance of the granite mastics compared with the limestone
mastic bonds could be explained, in part, by the dominant mineral phases in the granite. The three
dominant minerals in granite, namely albite, feldspar, and quartz have been associated with poor
adhesion and interfacial failure. A good correlation was found between the thermodynamic work
of adhesion and debonding, and the practical work of adhesion of the aggregate–mastic bonds. This
suggests that physical adsorption controls the moisture damage in aggregate–mastic bonds. In this
paper the authors also noted an increase in cohesive strength with moisture exposure, which was
related to a plasticization effect.

Zhang et al. [22] noted that differences in the water sensitivity tests could be explained by the
water absorption and mineral compositions of the aggregates. They concluded that based on the peel
test, the moisture absorption and mineralogical compositions of aggregate were considered as two
important factors to moisture sensitivity. This phenomenon suggests that in a susceptible asphalt
mixture, the effect of aggregate may be more influential than the effect of bitumen. The SATS test
and the peel test showed similar moisture sensitivity results demonstrating the good correlation
between these two mechanical tests. However, the surface energy tests, and the mechanical tests
cannot correlate in terms of moisture sensitivity evaluation. For the aggregates considered in this
research, the surface-energy-based method did not correlate well with the peel test for moisture
sensitivity evaluation.

Hamedi and Moghadas Nejad [31] tested combinations of eight aggregates and four binders. Four
SFE calculated parameters were used, of which two showed a good correlation with the laboratory
tests: EP1 defined as the difference between the surface energy of adhesion of asphalt–aggregate and
water–aggregate divided by the surface energy of adhesion of asphalt–aggregate. Additionally, EP2,
which is the ratio between the surface energy of adhesion of asphalt–aggregate (in dry conditions) to
the difference between surface energy of adhesion in dry and wet conditions. Both parameters showed
a good correlation with the tensile strength ratio. The R squares for these parameters were 0.82 and
0.81, respectively. The authors observed that these relations worsened slightly when including SSA,
which they related to difficulties in the measurement of SSA. The authors also noted that the biggest
shortcoming of thermodynamics is that it does not dictate rate; it shows in which direction things will
go, when in equilibrium conditions. In the papers [45,60], 24 combinations were investigated. In this
study, apart from the SSA of the aggregates, the authors also tested the AFT (asphalt film thickness)
and the permeability of the asphalt mixtures. A multiple regression model was applied to predict the
moisture susceptibility of asphalt mixtures based on thermodynamic parameters and the three other
parameters (permeability, SSA, and AFT). A good model was obtained, showing that the combination
of these parameters can predict the occurrence of moisture damage in asphalt mixtures, measured by
the modified Lottman indirect tension test. The results of the coefficients also showed that the highest
positive impact on asphalt mixture strength against moisture is caused by SSA, indicating that this
parameter is certainly an important one [45]. In the paper by Azarion et al. [60], the authors noted that
a comparison between variables based on the coefficients is not possible since the variables all had
different sizes. The model showed that all parameters were significant.

Porot el al. [46] found that according to SFE calculations all combinations should have been well
resistant to moisture damage, which did not correspond to the experimental test results. In this project,
four aggregates and three binders were tested using various test methods.
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Table 4. Overview of papers investigating relations between laboratory tests and predicted performance
based on surface energy calculations (the findings are summarized in the text).

Materials Lab Tests Ref. nr.

Four binder–aggregate combinations; two
binders (AAD-1 and AAM-1); two aggregates
(a Texas limestone and a river gravel), the
gravel aggregate was tested with and without
hydrated lime. Mixtures with 4% air voids.

- Repeated compressive loading, in
controlled stress mode, at 40 ◦C, 1 Hz
haversine loading;
- Water conditioning prior to the testing.

[71]

Twelve binder–aggregate combinations: Four
binders (AAB, AAD, ABD, AAE), and three
aggregates (granite, basalt, gravel). Mixtures
with 4% air voids.

- Dynamic modulus in compression and in
tension; dynamic creep; fatigue: Number of
cycles to reach 1% permanent µ strain;
- Water conditioning prior to testing;
submerging in deionized water for 24 h at
50 ◦C, followed by air drying for 24 h.

[20,28,30]

Six binder aggregate combinations: Three
binders (AAB, AAD, and ABD).Two
aggregates: Limestone (good field
performance in terms of resistance to
moisture damage) + andesite (poor observed
field performance).

- Uniaxial binder pull-off; samples were all
prepared with a film thickness of 30 µm and
tested at 23 ◦C, at a loading rate of 0.01
mm/s (aggregates surface slightly polished);
- Binder–aggregate samples were
submerged in distilled water for time
periods of 0, 12, 24, and 48 h.

[24]

Twenty-five binder–aggregate combinations:
Five stones, five binders.

Rolling bottle test (EN 12697-11 clause 5
[72]). [53]

Three binder–aggregate combinations: One
binder (60/70 pen grade) + three aggregates
(limestone, granite, and quartzite), each
aggregate was tested in three forms;
unmodified and coated with two types of
polyethylene (HDPE, LDPE), 0.43% by dry
weight of aggregate. Mixtures with
4% air voids.

- Repeated unconfined, compressive
loading, in controlled stress mode at 25 ◦C
and at 1 Hz under haversine loading;
- Preconditioning: AASHTO T283 [73].

[21]

Four binder–aggregate combinations, an
unmodified PG 64-22, and a PmB PG 76-22.
Binders were also tested after adding Sasobit
and an amine-based liquid antistrip additive
at 1% and 2%. Two aggregates: Limestone +
novaculite.

- A modified PATTI test, pull-off tensile
strength;
- Plain glass plates, coated with bitumen,
placed overnight in an oven at 64 ◦C in
submerged condition.

[55]

Two unmodified binders (40/60 +160/220);
40/60 binder was modified with liquid
antistripping agents (0.5 wt%)and four
amine-based and one non-amine
antistripping agent;three limestone + three
granite aggregates.

- Static immersion test (ASTM D1664 [74]);
- Rolling bottle test (EN 12697-11 [72]);
- Boiling water test (ASTM D3625-96 [75]);
- A total water immersion test;
- An ultrasonic method.

[41]

Four aggregates: Two limestone + two
granite; three binders: 15, 50 + 100 pen
grades; aggregates similar to [41].

- Rolling bottle test (EN 12697-11 [72]);
- Saturated ageing tensile stiffness (SATS)
(combined ageing and water damage).

[26]

One limestone aggregate, two mineral fillers
(granite and limestone), a 40/60 pen binder
compaction to three nominal air void levels
(4%, 6%, and 8%).

- Indirect tensile stiffness (20 ◦C);
- Indirect tensile strength (ITS) tests (20 ◦C);
- Water immersion at 60 ◦C, up to 70 days.

[71]

- Limestone and granite fine aggregate:
Passing the 1 mm sieve and retained on 0.125
mm sieve.
- Limestone and granite mineral fillers
satisfying EN 1097-7-2008 [76].
- A 40/60 pen grade.

- Mineralogy;
- Aggregate and mastic moisture absorption;
- Mastic adhesion strength and mastic
cohesion;
- Water conditioning, depended on the test
method.

[15]
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Table 4. Cont.

Materials Lab Tests Ref. nr.

Two binders (40/60, 70/100); five aggregates
(two limestones + three granite).

- Tensile force during a binder peel-off test;
- SATS tests [26];
- Whole specimens were submersed in
water at 20 ◦C for 7 and 14 days.

[22]

Four binders (AC 60-70); eight aggregates;
(three limestones, two granite, two sandstones
and quartzite) one liquid antistrip additive.

Modified Lottman indirect tension test;
procedure (AASHTO T283 [73]). [31]

Twenty-four combinations: Three aggregates
(limestone, granite and quartzite, each with
and without nano CaCO3) and two binders
(AC 60-70 and 85-100; with and without nano
ZnO and Wetfix BE).Mixtures with
air void 7%.

- Modified Lottman indirect tension test
procedure (AASHTO T283 [73]) [45];
- Number of cycles to failure wet/dry [60].

[45,60]

Four aggregates, various empirical degrees of
stripping (limestone, basal, greywacke, and
granite) and three binders, two unmodified,
and one polymer modified.

- Rolling bottle test (EN 12697-11
clause 5 [72]);
- Boiling water test (EN 12697-11
clause 7 [72]);
- Bitumen bond strength (ASTM D
4541 [77]).

[46]

In conclusion, Table 4 demonstrates that a large number of laboratory test procedures have
been used to validate SFE component calculations, including binder pull-off and peeling tests, mastic
cohesion strength and adhesion tests, asphalt mixture tensile tests, stiffness, dynamic modulus and
fatigue tests, rolling bottle and boiling water tests. In some cases, very good relations between
predicted water sensitivity levels, based on the SFE concept and measured performances were
obtained, [15,20,26,28–30,40,51], while in other cases relations were less good or even nonexistent
as reported in [22,41,46,53,55]. It is clear that SFE parameters are important, but the overview of
findings suggests that very often other properties need to be included when estimating the moisture
susceptibility in laboratory tests or in practice. An important property of the aggregate, indicated by
many papers [9,19,20,29–31,44,45,78], is the SSA, which is related to the aggregate roughness or texture.
Of course, this property will be of less importance in tests where the aggregate surface is polished.
Other parameters that have been considered include the binder film thickness and asphalt mixture
porosity [24,45]. Again, in tests where the binder film thickness is constant, this parameter will not show
up. Similar observations can be made for the water conditioning step, if the water needs to penetrate a
large aggregate substrate before reaching the aggregate binder bond, probably the water permeability
and water uptake of the aggregate will start to become important. In addition, the temperature at
which the water conditioning is conducted will also have an influence on the results. Temperatures
as high as 64 ◦C have been used, and due to the high temperature susceptibility of bitumen, one can
expect a different behavior at high temperatures as compared to a conditioning conducted at 20 ◦C.
For example, Wasiuddin [55] noted that where 64 ◦C was used during the water conditioning, binder
flow, and cavitation were observed, which is probably related to this high temperature conditioning.
Correlations between SFE and rolling bottle tests have been found to be weak [46,55]. The obvious
reason for this, is the presence of a mechanical action in the rolling bottle test, which is not covered by
SFE calculations. In addition, most likely in the rolling bottle test the mechanical action dominates
over the SFE driven equilibrium conditions. Hirsch and Friemel-Göttlich [53] explained the lack of
correlation by the formation of a good adhering but brittle film breaking under the rolling action and
the formation of a strong cohesive, but less good adhering film. Furthermore, a number of papers also
showed the importance of the filler type, which may need to be included. Finally, a reversibility of
moisture damage has also been demonstrated.
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The overview indicates that the set of properties, needed to obtain good relations between
predicted and tested performances, depends very much on the experimental test setup, including the
water conditioning regime.

As explained in several papers [15,46,51,55,79], water may cause a change in the damage location;
in the dry state, the damage typically occurs in the binder or mastic phase, being the weakest bond,
referred to as cohesive failure, while under wet conditions, the damage occurs in the aggregate–binder
interface, referred to as adhesive failure. Depending on the time given, and the degree of water
penetration, mixed behavior is also possible. Apeagyei et al. [15] observed a weakening of the mastic
due to the presence of water. In their paper, it was postulated that the damage in the presence of water
would still be cohesive and take place in the weakened mastic phase. If the failure location changes
between wet and dry states, the use of a wet versus dry ratio becomes questionable. This ratio can be
high because of a high moisture resistance, or because the water did not reach the aggregate–binder
interface, or because already in the dry state the cohesive properties had a low value. In fact, the
percentual area of the binder aggregate bond exposed to water may be a better indicator, as explained
by Kim et al. [25].

To validate the SFE concept, in a first step it is legitimate to remove as much as possible other
parameters, so that the significance of SFE parameters can be demonstrated. In further steps other
parameters such as SSA, binder film thickness, and porosity could be included, to further evaluate
their importance. Studies evaluating all or at least a large number of parameters are needed to further
clarify the relationships between each of these properties, and to possibly rank them according to their
importance. In the study of Hamedi and Moghadas Nejad [45], where indirect tensile tests on asphalt
cores were conducted, it seems that the SSA of the aggregate is certainly one of the decisive parameters.

3.3.2. Correlations between Calculated Bond Strengths and Field Experience

When evaluating field behavior, external parameters come into play; which examine the conditions
outside of the asphalt mixture system, such as traffic and weather fluctuations.

In the papers [19,20,28,36], bond strength calculations and the various energy ratios were compared
for eight mixtures with known field performance. The comparison of field performance with the bond
energy parameters, ER1 and ER2, and the energy ratios multiplied with the SSA shows that all ratios
can distinguish good from poor performing field mixtures. For each ratio, threshold values of the
bond energy parameter could be derived. The authors concluded that bond energy parameters can be
used to segregate mixtures based on their moisture sensitivity, but that these data cannot be used for
qualitative comparisons between various parameters. Since, unlike laboratory tests, it is difficult to
control and quantify the moisture sensitivity of field mixtures on a uniform scale due to the differences
in environmental and field conditions that influence these mixtures. Masad et al. [36] combined the
use of surface energy components with DMA data on mastics are described to predict fatigue and
healing in further detail. This approach is not discussed in this report. Bhasin et al. [19] used the same
data but, in this case, they were ranked according to the ratio of the total free energy ratios and the
free energy ratios calculated separately for the polar components. In this paper [19], for both energy
ratios threshold values to identify moisture susceptible binder aggregate combinations were proposed.
The authors concluded that the portion of the bond energy that results from the interaction of the acid
component of binder and the base component of aggregate contributes the most to the total adhesive
bond strength of the mixture.

4. Summary of Experimental Studies Based on the Hamaker Approach

The Hamaker equation is applicable to nonpolar materials and materials which have polar but no
directional bonds, as for example hydrogen bonds. Three papers have been published that evaluate
the adhesion between bitumen and aggregate both in the dry and wet state.

Lyne et al. [32] calculated Hamaker constants of a typical bitumen with several aggregates, based
on dielectric and refractive index data, which were obtained from the literature. These Hamaker
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constants were calculated, for the intervening medium air and also for the medium water. When
changing the intervening medium from air to water, the part of the Hamaker constant related to polar
interactions increased, while the part related to dispersive interactions decreased a lot. It is expected
that molecular forces related to dipoles increase with polar liquids such as water, while dispersive
interactions decrease. For air as an intervening medium, the polar part contributed 1% of the total
Hamaker value. For water as an intervening medium, the polar part contributed 9% to 25 % of the total
interaction. The calculation showed that if water comes in between the aggregate and the bitumen, the
interaction forces between bitumen and aggregate decrease by 80%–90%. This reduction is the main
reason for stripping. The authors also showed that the dispersive part, derived from refractive index
data is dominant in the bitumen stone interaction, in air, and also in water. As the dispersive terms are
dominating, the data also imply that adhesion increases (dry as well as in water) as the refractive index
of the aggregate and the bitumen are larger. In this paper [32], the ranking of the field performance
of several aggregates, derived from literature data [80], corresponded to the ranking based on the
calculation of the Hamaker constant.

Lyne et al. [65,66] focused on the variation in the dispersive component of minerals via their
refractive indices, which were found in the literature. In this study, it was assumed that the
bitumen–air–aggregate and the bitumen–water–aggregate adhesive interaction can be represented by
the dispersive component of the Hamaker’s constant. The data indicated that aggregates and minerals
that have a refractive index, higher than a cutoff value of around 1.6 are expected to be less susceptible
to stripping. This is represented in Figure 3.

Infrastructures 2020, 5, x FOR PEER REVIEW 21 of 28 

[19], for both energy ratios threshold values to identify moisture susceptible binder aggregate 
combinations were proposed. The authors concluded that the portion of the bond energy that results 
from the interaction of the acid component of binder and the base component of aggregate 
contributes the most to the total adhesive bond strength of the mixture. 

4. Summary of experimental studies based on the Hamaker approach 

The Hamaker equation is applicable to nonpolar materials and materials which have polar but 
no directional bonds, as for example hydrogen bonds. Three papers have been published that 
evaluate the adhesion between bitumen and aggregate both in the dry and wet state. 

Lyne et al. [32] calculated Hamaker constants of a typical bitumen with several aggregates, based 
on dielectric and refractive index data, which were obtained from the literature. These Hamaker 
constants were calculated, for the intervening medium air and also for the medium water. When 
changing the intervening medium from air to water, the part of the Hamaker constant related to polar 
interactions increased, while the part related to dispersive interactions decreased a lot. It is expected 
that molecular forces related to dipoles increase with polar liquids such as water, while dispersive 
interactions decrease. For air as an intervening medium, the polar part contributed 1% of the total 
Hamaker value. For water as an intervening medium, the polar part contributed 9% to 25 % of the 
total interaction. The calculation showed that if water comes in between the aggregate and the 
bitumen, the interaction forces between bitumen and aggregate decrease by 80%–90%. This reduction 
is the main reason for stripping. The authors also showed that the dispersive part, derived from 
refractive index data is dominant in the bitumen stone interaction, in air, and also in water. As the 
dispersive terms are dominating, the data also imply that adhesion increases (dry as well as in water) 
as the refractive index of the aggregate and the bitumen are larger. In this paper [32], the ranking of 
the field performance of several aggregates, derived from literature data [80], corresponded to the 
ranking based on the calculation of the Hamaker constant.  

Lyne et al. [65,66] focused on the variation in the dispersive component of minerals via their 
refractive indices, which were found in the literature. In this study, it was assumed that the bitumen–
air–aggregate and the bitumen–water–aggregate adhesive interaction can be represented by the 
dispersive component of the Hamaker’s constant. The data indicated that aggregates and minerals 
that have a refractive index, higher than a cutoff value of around 1.6 are expected to be less susceptible 
to stripping. This is represented in Figure 3.  

 

 
Figure 3. High refractive index value for aggregates and minerals classified according to their degree 
of resistance to stripping (P—poor, F—fair, and G—good) [65,80]. 
Figure 3. High refractive index value for aggregates and minerals classified according to their degree
of resistance to stripping (P—poor, F—fair, and G—good) [65,80].

In this paper [66], the authors also related stripping and refractive index values to the elemental
composition of the minerals. Some relations were found: (1) alkali metals tend to lower the refractive
index and (2) alkali earth metals and transition metals tend to maintain the refractive index above
1.6. The authors concluded that the elemental composition of minerals has a clear influence on the
refractive index and therefore also on the dispersive interaction ability with bitumen. However, it was
also indicated that other mechanisms that are not dependent on an interaction may still occur, such as
alkali metals, which form water-soluble salts, and which will contribute to stripping when present in
higher concentrations.

Lyne et al. [65,66] evaluated several bitumen aggregate combinations. In this study, the refractive
indexes were measured using ellipsometry, which allowed calculating the dispersive component of
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the Hamaker constant. Three aggregates and seven binders were included in the study. Regarding
the binders, the refractive indices varied only in the second decimal place, between n = 1.550 and
n = 1.598, while the spread in refractive index among the three aggregate samples was much larger. This
observation corresponds to the observation that the stone surface determines the adhesion behavior
more compared to the bituminous binders. From the refractive index data on bitumen, the cohesive
energy of the binders was estimated as the dispersive component of the Hamaker equation in the
medium air and water. In the paper, adhesive and cohesive energies were compared, based on the
refractive index of the aggregate. If the aggregate had a refractive index that is higher than the binder,
the link bitumen–aggregate would be stronger compared to bitumen–bitumen, and cohesive failure of
the bitumen will be more likely. If the aggregate has a refractive index of the same magnitude as the
bituminous binder, then an adhesive failure will be as likely as a cohesive failure. The critical refractive
index value, discriminating good from fair aggregates was reported previously to be 1.6. This value
is very close to the refractive index measured on bitumen and is, therefore, a threshold for cohesive
versus adhesive failure. This observation indicates that stripping is related to a bitumen–aggregate
adhesion and happens when the bitumen–aggregate adhesion is weaker than the bitumen cohesion.

5. Conclusions

When summarizing the test results of the SFE components of bitumen, typically the SFE is
composed of a large dispersive part, sometimes accompanied by a small acid and/or base component.
There is some variation between different binders, but it is small, and it is not clear how this relates to
other properties. Softer binders tend to have lower polar components and slight differences between
naphthenic and paraffinic bitumen have been observed. The effect of bitumen modifications is very
small. Regarding test precision, it seems to be very difficult to measure the small parts, acid and
base accurately. When comparing the different methods to determine the surface energy components,
rather large differences between different test methods have been noted. It was also reported that the
sample state has an effect a microtome-cut surface of bitumen is different compared to an air-cooled
bitumen surface [53], and [54] showed differences between water-treated and air-cooled samples.
These observations indicate that for a multicomponent material such as bitumen, care is needed when
properties are derived from measurements made on the samples’ surface. As bitumen consists of a
very large numbers of different molecules, it could very well be that an air-cooled surface, and this
is the one that is investigated in most studies, is different from the surface composition that adheres
to the aggregate. Indications of chemical and microstructural differences between air-cooled and
fractured bitumen surfaces have been noted [81,82] and recently microscopy studies have demonstrated
differences in bitumen surfaces depending on the type of contact liquid [83]. In addition, also for
polymers variations in surface energies depending upon the contact medium have been observed by
Awaja et al. [84]. This seems to point out that SFE measurements on air-cooled surfaces are different
from the state of the binder as it is when against a stone surface.

With respect to aggregates, it was observed that there is a much larger variation between the SFE
components of aggregates compared to the variation seen for bitumen. Aggregates typically have
large base components, although when looking at minerals there are specific minerals that have only
small acid and base components. There are basically two test methods commonly used for aggregates,
the universal sorption test and the sessile drop method. In both cases, the sample preparation of the
aggregates is critical. For example, there is still a question if possible absorbed water layers or other
impurities on the aggregate surface have been removed or need to be removed, which has not yet
been fully answered. In turn, the time after cutting or heating the aggregates may also have an effect.
For the sessile drop test, the flatness or the absence of sufficient flatness has been reported to influence
the test result. In this test, only a very small area of the aggregate is tested. As aggregates are known to
be nonuniform, and can also differ between the individual stone particles, a lot of repeats are needed
to obtain a full view of the variation. In the universal sorption device, a larger amount of aggregates is
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tested, averaging internal variations. Regarding the test precision, it seems, as for bitumen, difficult to
measure the smallest SFE parts accurately.

Regarding the calculation of bond strengths, small differences in acid and base components of
the bitumen can have a large effect on the adhesive bond strengths in dry and in wet conditions,
especially for aggregates with a large mostly base component. Consequently, small errors in the acid
base determination of the bitumen can have a large effect.

Regarding the validation, a number of studies have shown good correlations between laboratory
tests and the predicted behavior, while there are also papers where correlations were less good. It is
clear that, in addition to SFE based calculations, other parameters need to be taken into account in order
to make good predictions. Other parameters such as the SSA, the binder film thickness, the asphalt
permeability have been proposed. In this respect, it is not clear how important and which role SFE
based properties can play, within the mixture of all possible influences.

In another approach, the change in bitumen drops after they have obtained good adhesion were
followed while being submerged in water. This approach seems promising, but also in this case
questions about the effect of binder viscosity, temperature, and the influence of aggregate flatness
need to be addressed. Finally, the Hamaker approach, which is mainly relating bitumen–aggregate
adhesion to dispersive interactions [32,65,66], seems to be able to establish a ranking between different
aggregate types. Nevertheless, for this approach, a laboratory validation including various bitumens is
not yet available. Moreover, also in this case, possible sample and/or more suitable surface preparation
effects have not been studied in detail. Additionally, again, also the Hamaker approach relates only to
equilibrium conditions.

In general, fundamental questions with regard to moisture damage mechanisms as they take place
in asphalt mixtures remain. It is still not fully clear which mechanism, or combination of mechanisms
induce moisture damage, and how these depend on conditions such as temperature, the particular mix
design, binder aging, the traffic, the water exposure time, and possibly the presence of other pavement
failures. The use of SFE based properties can be regarded as a promising element, in this complex
interplay of properties.
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