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Table S1. Characteristics of newspaper covered in the analysis.

Geographical circulation of

the newspaper Name of the newspaper Frequency Publisher
Citi Caxton & CTP
C'tl 1;en Monday-Friday Media24
ity Pr
. y wress . Sunday M & G Media Ltd. Johannesburg
Mail & Guardian .
Weekly TNA Media
The New Age .
The St. Daily Independent Newspapers
e Star
Monday- h
. The Sunday Independent onday Johannesburg
1.National Newspapers The Ti Saturday Independent Newspapers
e Times
. Weekly Johannesburg
Sunday Times .
. Weekly Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
Sunday Tribune .
Sowet Weekly Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
owetan
Weekly Independent Newspapers
Daily Johannesburg
Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
2.Provincial Newspapers
Monday-
Daily Dispatch S (tm ;y Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
aturda
Eastern Cape The Herald Mond " F y d Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
Weekend Post oneay-rriday Avusa Media Ltd. Johannesburg
Weekly
Monday- Ind dent N
Gauteng Pretoria New onday ndependent Rewspapers
Saturday Johannesburg
BDFM- Avusa Media Ltd.
Business Day Daily Johannesburg
KwaZulu-Natal Daily news Daily Independent Newspapers
Independent on Saturday Saturday Johannesburg
Witness Daily Independent Newspapers
Johannesburg Media24
Independent Newspapers
Western Cape Cape A.rgus Monday-'Sunday Johannesburg
Cape Times Daily Independent Newspapers
Johannesburg
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Table S2. Table showing databases used in the study.
Date of Y
S:aic(;l Database Sea::;se d Search Terms Results
21/09/2015 Pubmed 1990 - 2015 Title/Abstract; Full Text; [healthcare waste] 83 results
22/09/2015 Pubmed 1990 - 2015 Title/Abstract; Full Text; [medical waste] 278 results
22/09/2015 Pubmed 1990 - 2015 Title/Abstract; Full Text; [biomedical waste] 64 results
22/09/2015 Pubmed 1990 - 2015 Title/Abstract; Full Text; [clinical waste] 66 results
23/09/2015 Pubmed 1990 - 2015 Title/ Abstract; Full Text; [hospital waste] 127 results
25/09/2015 EbscoHost 1990 - 2015 Title; Full Text; [healthcare waste] 13 results
25/09/2015 EbscoHost 1990 - 2015 Title; Full Text; [medical waste] 88 results
25/09/2015 EbscoHost 1990 - 2015 Title; Full Text; [biomedical waste] 36 results
25/09/2015 EbscoHost 1990 - 2015 Title; Full Text; [clinical waste] 18 results
25/09/2015 EbscoHost 1990 - 2015 Title; Full Text; [hospital waste] 59 results
28/09/2015 | Google Scholar 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; [healthcare waste] 276 results
28/09/2015 | Google Scholar 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; without citations; [medical waste] 1070 results
Title; Exact Phrase; without citations; [bi dical
28/09/2015 | Google Scholar | 1990 - 2015 itle; Exact Phrase; without citations; [biomedica 268 results
waste]
28/09/2015 | Google Scholar 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; without citations; [clinical waste] 267 results
28/09/2015 | Google Scholar 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; [hospital waste] 803 results
05/10/2015 Proquest 1990 - 2015 Document Title; Exact Phrase; [healthcare waste] 202 results
05/10/2015 Proquest 1990 - 2015 Document Title; Exact Phrase; [medical waste] 3074 results
05/10/2015 Proquest 1990 - 2015 Document Title; Exact Phrase; [biomedical waste] 264 results
05/10/2015 Proquest 1990 - 2015 Document Title; Exact Phrase; [clinical waste} 161 results
05/10/2015 Proquest 1990 - 2015 Document Title; Exact Phrase; [hospital waste] 998 results
10/10/2015 | Web of Science 1990 - 2015 Title; [healthcare waste] 133 results
10/10/2015 | Web of Science 1990 - 2015 Title; [medical waste] 776 results
10/10/2015 | Web of Science 1990 - 2015 Title; [biomedical waste] 94 results
10/10/2015 | Web of Science 1990 - 2015 Title; [clinical waste] 27 results
10/10/2015 | Web of Science 1990 - 2015 Title; [hospital waste] 465 results
19/10/2015 OATD 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; any country; [healthcare waste} 3 results
19/10/2015 OATD 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; any country; [medical waste] 10 results
19/10/2015 OATD 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; any country; [biomedical waste] 3 results
19/10/2015 OATD 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; any country; [clinical waste] 3 results
19/10/2015 OATD 1990 - 2015 Title; Exact Phrase; any country; [hospital waste] 6 results
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Eligibility
Studies were included if they defined and categorised health care waste and were coded based on the coding categories below |
Sources of literature

oDissertation

oJournal
Information used to code
oAll full-text articles

Country focus

oHigh income countries o0 Low- and middle-income countries

Study design

oCase study o Commentary oCross-sectional study 0 Document analysis experiment
oLiterature review oSystematic review oQuantitative 0 Qualitative oMixed method
Academic disciplines

o Applied ecology o Biotechnology and bioinformatics ~ oBiological sciences

oCommunity medicine oCommunity health nursing o Environmental and developmental sociology
o Environmental engineering oEnergy and environment

o Environmental health 0 Environmental management oEnvironmental resources and development
oForensic medicine o Environmental sciences

oLaboratory medicine o Law oMicrobiology oPublic health ~ oPreventive medicine
oProcess engineering and applied sciences 0 Pharmaceutical sciences

oPublic health dentistry oWaste management engineering 0 Not clearly stated

Terminologies used to describe health care waste

oBiomedical waste o Clinical waste o Health care waste oMedical waste
o0 Hospital waste

Categories of health care waste

oNon-hazardous
oHazardous

Topics discussed by the studies

oHealth care waste management practices oKnowledge
and attitudes of health care staff
oPolicies on health care waste management
0 Segregation and quantification of health care waste
oHealth care waste treatment and disposal
o Risks associated with health care waste management

oModels for health care waste management
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