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Abstract: The aeroacoustic field of a rectangular subsonic jet impinging on a slotted plate was
investigated experimentally using microphones and stereoscopic particle image velocimetry (S-PIV).
The study was carried out with a Reynolds number of 6700 and an impact distance of 4 cm. The
current configuration represents a benchmark standpoint, featuring high levels of generated noise. A
control mechanism consisting of a thin rod was introduced downstream from the jet exit to suppress
the self-sustained tones. A total of 1085 positions of the rod between the jet exit and impinging plate
were tested to identify positions of optimal noise reduction. Two zones were distinguished in terms
of control efficacy: a zone where the sound pressure level (SPL) dropped by up to 19 dB and another
zone where the SPL increased by up to 14 dB. The velocity fields show that the presence of the rod
divides the jet into two lateral secondary jets on both sides of the main jet axis. The outer part of the
secondary jets expanded radially with less interaction with the plate compared to the case without
the control. This behavior affected the deformation of vortices against the slot. Proper orthogonal
decomposition was applied to the velocity field for a better understanding of the turbulence dynamics
with and without the control rod.

Keywords: acoustic comfort; rectangular jet; SPIV; passive control; aeroacoustics

1. Introduction

Impinging jets are found in several industrial applications, such as the cooling of
electronic parts, heating, ventilation air conditioning systems, and drilling processes, among
others. In certain configurations, the impingement of a jet on a solid surface may generate
whistles with a considerably high acoustic level. The sounds—called “Self-sustaining
tones”—emitted from the impact are due to the pressure fluctuations produced with a
fundamental frequency f. The pressure waves travel upstream towards the jet exit, modify
the shear layer, and act with the vortical structures created near the jet exit. This mechanism
is called an aeroacoustic feedback loop [1–7] (see Figure 1).

The feedback mechanism was discussed for the first time by Powell [8], who presented
a mathematical model of the aeroacoustics field for an impinging jet based on Lighthill
models [9–11], and explained that the presence of the edge in the flow direction creates
a fluctuating force which is considered a dipole. This dipole disturbs the jet and creates
instability with a gain factor depending on the jet characteristics (Reynolds number and
Strouhal number). Then, Powell and Chanaud [12] studied experimentally two particular
configurations of the edge tones: the first was an axisymmetric jet impinging on a flat plate
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with a hole (hole tones), and the second was the impingement on a ring (ring tones). They
found that the edge tone theory is applicable to the hole and ring tones with two differences:
the first is in the directivity of the sound, and the second is in the region of occurrence in
the Re-St diagram. Rockwell and Naudascher [13] presented the different configurations
that produce the self-sustaining tones and summarized the previous work performed on
each configuration.

Ho and Nosseir [14] focused on the feedback loop in a high-speed axisymmetric
impinging jet with a small impact distance. Based on the near-field pressure measurements,
it was proved that the feedback mechanism is responsible for the pressure fluctuations that
produce the self-sustaining tones. In addition, the authors specify that the feedback loop is
composed of two components, one obtained by the downstream convection of large-scale
coherent structures, and the second from the impingement of the vortices of the plate,
which produce waves that propagate upstream and excite the shear layer near the jet exit.

Krothapalli et al. [15] examined a supersonic impinging jet. Different impact distances
were studied to find the effect of the impingement on the acoustic level. It was found that
the presence of a solid plate increased the acoustic level by 8 dB as compared to a free jet.
The results of the velocity field obtained from PIV measurements proved that coherent
structures have the most important role in acoustic emission. The authors concluded that
the prediction of noise production needs a better understanding of the convection velocity
of large-scale vortices in the shear layer. In the same context, Mehta et al. [15] studied a
supersonic rectangular impinging jet with Ma = 1.44. They found a similarity with the
axisymmetric jet in terms of the coherent structures and sharp acoustic waves, meaning
that Powell’s model can also be applied to a rectangular jet. However, a rectangular jet
was found to change the oscillation mode, and the acoustic tones were obtained by a
combination of these different mode frequencies.

Furthermore, Zhang [16] gave more attention to the turbulent structures in a turbulent
reacting impinging jet. It was found that the turbulence generator and the shear layer both
had a significant effect on the generation of vortices. The small structures were found to be
dependent on the turbulence generator and the fuel-to-air ratio. Acoustically, the author
showed that the turbulence generator did not affect the acoustic characteristics of a cold jet;
however, the combustion had a significant influence on sound emissions.

Uzun et al. [17] presented a numerical model to predict the acoustic noise generation
of a supersonic-impinging jet. They found a strong dependency between the Reynolds
number and the acoustic frequency.

El Hassan [18] studied the vortex dynamics in a circular impinging jet using TR-PIV
measurements. Two Reynolds numbers were tested. Further attention was given to the
wall shear stress distribution on the impinging plate. It was found that the wall shear stress
was influenced by both the primary and the secondary vortices.

Assoum et al. [19–24] studied the configuration of a rectangular jet impinging on a
slotted plate (slot tones) using stereoscopic and tomographic particle image velocimetry
techniques. The authors showed that the sound emission was obtained by energy transfer
from the aerodynamic to the acoustic modes and that the aerodynamic modes directly af-
fected the self-sustained frequencies. A strong correlation between the acoustic frequencies
and the dynamic modes, obtained from the dynamic mode decomposition (DMD) [25], was
also found.

Previous studies have shown that coherent structures are responsible for sound emis-
sion in impinging jets. The control of acoustic noise is then based on the control of the
vortex dynamics of the jet. Lucas et al. [26] studied noise reduction in a twin-jet nozzle
utilizing flexible filaments and proved that they effectively eliminated screech tones and
decreased the overall sound pressure level by more than 3 dB. Geyer [27] studied the effi-
cacy of porous materials in the reduction in rectangular jet noise by introducing a porous
cylinder cover in the flow direction. It was discovered that utilizing materials with low
airflow resistivity resulted in a significant decrease in flow noise.
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For active flow control methods, Alvi et al. [28] placed a circular array that consisted
of supersonic microjets 400 µm in diameter around the periphery of the main jet. This
technique led to a reduction by about 8 dB in the near-field noise. A similar approach was
proposed by Choi et al. [29], who investigated the effectiveness of two microjet control
techniques: the first method involved a constant microjet injection, while the second method
employed a pulsed microjet injection, driven by the goal to enhance noise attenuation.
Kopiev et al. [30] studied experimentally how plasma actuators, based on surface barrier
high-frequency discharge, affect jet noise characteristics and showed that, when St ≈ 0.5, jet
excitation led to a broadband amplification of jet sound radiation. However, for St > 2, jet
excitation led to a noise reduction if the action was sufficiently intensive. The self-sustaining
sounds control was also considered by many others studies [31–47]

Despite the study of some control techniques, the problem of noise reduction in im-
pinging jets requires more effort to find better strategies. We therefore studied a passive
control mechanism consisting of a 4 mm diameter rod installed between the jet exit and the
impinging plate. The aeroacoustics of the rectangular subsonic impinging jet was experi-
mentally investigated with and without a control. Both the acoustic signal and the velocity
field were measured simultaneously using microphones and combined-SPIV, respectively.
The jet configuration consisted of a rectangular air jet impinging on a slotted plate, with
an impact ratio of L/H = 4, where L is the distance between the plate and the nozzle, and
H is the height of the nozzle. The jet was an oscillating jet with St = f 0H/U0 = 0.17 and
Re = HU0/ν = 6700 (where f 0 is the jet frequency, H is the jet exit height, U0 is the
longitudinal velocity at the jet exit measured at the center of the jet). The Mach number
was about 0.03. The choice of the Reynolds number is justified by the dramatically high
acoustic noise. In order to find the optimal position of the rod, the zone between the jet exit
and the slotted plate was swept with a 1 mm step along the X and Y axes; thus, a total of
1085 rod positions were tested.
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Figure 1. Schematic illustration of the feedback loop mechanism [48].

2. Materials and Methods

The experimental setup shown in Figure 2 consists of a compressor placed outside
the experimental room. This compressor is controlled by a frequency chopper (Siemens
MICROMASTER 420, three-phases) which was used to vary the outlet velocity up to 33 m/s
(M ≈ 0.1), which means that the jet remained subsonic. The pulsed air passes through a
large enclosure (V = 1 m3) equipped with grids that serve to parallelize the flow streamlines
and decrease the turbulence before the ejection of the airflow into a 1250 mm long duct with
a 190 mm × 90 mm rectangular section. The rectangular section contained honeycombs to
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parallelize the air streamlines before they arrived at a 4th-degree polynomial form nozzle.
The height and width of the nozzle exit were H = 10 mm and Lz = 190 mm, respectively. The
aspect ratio of the jet was lz/H = 19. The jet coming out from the nozzle strikes a 250 mm
× 250 mm slotted aluminum plate that was 4 mm thick. This plate was provided with a
slot of the same size as the jet outlet (H = 10 mm, Lz = 190 mm). The slot was beveled at 45◦

downstream and aligned with the nozzle. The impact distance L between the jet outlet and
the plate was 4 times the nozzle height. Thus, the dimensionless distance L/H = 4 was used
in the rest of this study. The air was absorbed from a room just adjacent to the experimental
room, in which the temperature was controlled and could vary between 18 ≤ T ≤ 20 ◦C. To
analyze how the position of the rod affects noise emission, we required particular fixation
and displacement systems for regulating the rod’s location. Utilizing a “LabVIEW” control
program, the rod could move in both x and y directions. The x-direction movements
ranged from X = −15 mm (below the jet) to X = 15 mm (above the jet). However, for
the y-direction, the movements were limited. The rod began at Y = 3 mm with a 2 mm
radius and 1 mm initial safety distance. It then moved to the edge of the slotted plate at
Y = 37mm with a 2 mm radius and 1mm safety distance. The rod occupied a horizontal
range of −15 mm ≤ X ≤ 15 mm and 3 mm ≤ Y ≤ 37 mm, totaling to 1085 positions
(see Figure 3a).
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(b) photos that show the position of the microphones.

For the acoustic measurements, four microphones of type “4189 B&K” were used: the
first was placed in the middle of the plate (below the slot to avoid perturbing the flow) at a
15 cm distance behind the plate. The second and third microphones were positioned on
either side of the first microphone at a distance of 25 cm from the plate. Finally, the fourth
microphone was placed 2 m from the plate to measure the far field noise (see Figure 3b). The
microphones were pre-polarized with a bandwidth of 20 ≤ f ≤ 20 kHz and their acoustic
level measurement ranges were between 15.2 dB and 146 dB. The acoustic measurements
were carried out with a sampling frequency of 15 kHz. These acoustic signals were acquired
by NI LabVIEW 2019 software installed on a NI PXI 1036 National Instruments workstation
equipped with a NI PXI 4496 dynamic card. Acoustic acquisition was synchronized with
the S-PIV measurement using LabVIEW, so the two acquisitions were made simultaneously.
Once a total of 1085 acoustic acquisitions had been carried out, these signals were processed
on MATLAB V18 in order to calculate the sound pressure level. In addition, a spectral
analysis using the FFT function was performed to understand the effect of the rod on the
frequency activities.

The sounds produced upon flow impact with the slotted plate are a result of vortex
formations. These structures can be identified through the use of the combined stereoscopic
particle image velocimetry technique (C-SPIV) [49–53]. Olive oil was utilized as a tracer
to seed the flow through an oil particle generator with an oil-air atomizer sprayed via the
“Laskin Nozzle” aerographic system, as offered by “Lavision”. The lighting system utilized
a Nd: YLF LDY 304-PIV Litron laser equipped with two 30 mJ/pulse heads operating
at 1 kHz frequency and emitting a wavelength of λ = 527 nm. The laser arm carried the
beam to the area between the jet nozzle and the plate, passing through 7 mirrors with
96% transmission capability. The beam was transformed into a laser sheet by a sheet
generator produced by “Lavision”. Thus, the web’s thickness and opening angle were
tailored to the divergent lens utilized with a 10 mm focal length, which was selected to
withstand the laser’s high light power. A mechanical laser delimiter was used to cut off
the laser sheet at the jet nozzle, and the plate to reduce reflections. Acquisition was made
in double frame acquisition mode, which means that the cameras took two frames at the
desired sampling frequency. The duration between the two Dt frames was independent
of the sampling frequency and needs to be chosen based on jet velocity and the camera’s
position. In this experiment, Dt was 100 µs. 2000 image pairs were acquired with a sampling
frequency of 2.5 kHz. Synchronization between the laser pulses and the camera apertures
was controlled by a high-speed controller (HSC) produced by Lavision. More details about
the C-SPIV technique can be found in [54]. Once the images were acquired, a simple



Fluids 2023, 8, 309 6 of 19

pre-processing routine was applied to eliminate the noise of the cameras and homogenize
the images. A standard SPIV algorithm was applied to the preprocessed images using
Davis 10.1.0 software, allowing us to obtain the velocity fields. Several tests were made
to find the maximum possible spatial resolution that gave a good correlation value. The
calculation was made by windowing the image by 16 × 16 square pixels with 50% overlap.
Then, the spatial resolution was set at 8 pixels (0.76 mm). After finishing the calculation,
a post-processing routine consisting of eliminating the vectors with a correlation value
lower than 0.4 was applied. The obtained velocity field was filled by interpolation. In our
configuration, the uncertainty on the values of each component of the velocity is estimated
to be less than 5% [55]

3. Results

The sound pressure level distribution as a function of rod position is shown in Figure 4,
depicting the average acoustic pressure measurements gathered from four microphones
across 1085 positions of the rod. Note that the SPL values obtained from the microphones
were found to be similar. For a Reynolds number of 6700 with an impact ratio of L/H
equal to 4, the self-sustaining sound produced a sound pressure level of Lp = 83 dB in
the absence of a rod. Figure 4 presents three different zones: the first, marked in blue,
experienced flow disturbance due to the presence of a rod, leading to a reduction in the
sound pressure level, Lp, which could reach up to 19 dB. This zone had the same height
as the nozzle and was located on either side of the jet’s axis of symmetry. The symmetry
decreases starting at a distance of H from the nozzle outlet. Nevertheless, the control
effectiveness remains considerable up to a distance of Y/H = 2.6 from the jet exit. The
second area (orange and dark yellow) corresponds to a rise in the sound level, which
could reach up to +14 dB. This area was not symmetrical with respect to the jet’s axis.
It occupied a longitudinal space of about 28 mm from the jet’s outlet and the vertical
positions ranged from approximately −0.65 < X/H < −0.45. It is worth noting that this
zone gradually extended in a non-symmetrical manner from the longitudinal position
Y/H = 1.5 to Y/H = 3. Additionally, there was a minor area on the plate that indicated a
slightly significant rise in the acoustic field. The third area was situated away from zones 1
and 2, where the rod did not interfere with the projected acoustic field. In this particular
location, the acoustic frequency characteristics were identical to those observed without
the presence of a rod.
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To understand the effect of the rod on flow dynamics, as well as on noise production,
acoustic and PIV data were used. The normalized mean velocity components (Vy/U0), and
the root mean square (Vrms/U0), are shown in Figures 5 and 6, respectively. They show
that the presence of a rod divided the main jet in two. These jets were symmetrical when a
rod was placed in the center of the jet (position 1) and asymmetrical when a rod was in
position 2. The statistical results do not provide an explanation for the noise production.
For that, the instantaneous field will be considered in the rest of this study to examine the
vortical structures.
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position 1, and (c) the rod occupies position 2.

A spectral analysis was performed to study the acoustic frequencies in the presence
and absence of a rod. A fast Fourier transform was applied to both acoustic and velocity
signals. Two random positions of a rod in the different zones were chosen to extract the
velocity signal: (X/H = 0, Y/H = 0.8) and (X/H = −0.5, Y/H = 0.4) (see Figure 4), which
are located in zones 1 and 2, respectively. It was found that the presence of a rod in these
positions was accompanied by a reduction of 19.3 dB and an increase of 8.6 dB, respectively.
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Figure 7a shows that in the absence of a rod, the acoustic spectrum had four peaks that
correspond to the main frequency of 168 Hz and its higher order harmonic 335 Hz, 212 Hz
and 379 Hz. When the rod was in the first position, the amplitudes of the acoustic signal
decreased and the broadband spectrum was weak. As a result, the sound pressure level was
reduced by 19.3 dB. When the rod was in the first position, the amplitude of all frequency
peaks decreased and the broadband spectrum was weak. In contrast, when the rod was
placed in the second position, all frequency peaks vanished, leading to self-sustaining
sound loops. Furthermore, Figure 7a displays a broad frequency range with significant
high amplitudes when the rod is positioned second, accounting for the 8.6 dB rise in sound
pressure level. Figure 7b shows the spectrum of the longitudinal velocity signal, which was
obtained by applying a FFT on the velocity signal extracted from the PIV results at a point
of passage of the large-scale vortices. The spectrum without a rod had the same frequencies
as the acoustic spectrum (168 Hz, 212 Hz, and 379 Hz), which confirms the aeroacoustic
coupling. However, when the rod occupied the first position, the spectrum had one peak at
480 Hz; this frequency could correspond to a dynamic behavior that does not produce an
acoustic wave.
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In order to understand the origin of the variation in the velocity spectrum, the λ2
criteria [56] were calculated from the velocity field obtained from SPIV measurements
as follows:

λ2 = (S11 − S22)
2 + (S11 − S33)

2 + (S22 − S33)
2 + 4S12

2 + 4S13
2 + 4S23

2

where S11, S22, and S33 are the diagonal elements of the velocity gradient tensor, represent-
ing the rate of change of the velocity in the x, y, and z directions, respectively. S12, S13,
and S23 are the off-diagonal elements of the velocity gradient tensor, representing the rate
of shear in different directions. The λ2 criterion identifies regions in the flow where the
value of λ2 is negative [57]. Lagrangian vortex detection criteria have also been proposed
in the literature [58] and can be implemented in future studies. Figure 8a,b show the in-
stantaneous field of λ2 criterion and the vortex trajectories (obtained by a superposition of
100 snapshots) in three cases: the absence of a rod (1), the presence of a rod in position 1 (2),
and the presence of a rod in position 2 (3). The arrangement of the vortices when no rod was
installed showed that large structures move upstream in an anti-symmetrical arrangement
(alternative way) and one vortex reached the slot at a specific instant t. The trajectory of
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these structures indicates that the vortices interacted with the slot border and split into two
parts: the first part passed through the slot and the second part impacted the surface of
the plate and then travelled along the impinging wall. When the rod was in position 1, it
divided the main jet symmetrically into two: the upper jet (on the positive X side) and the
lower jet (on the negative X side). These jets displayed an antisymmetric character that
dominated the vortex organization. Additionally, each jet had two paths. The first path
was where vortices travelled along the wall in the transverse direction. The second path
was formed by the trajectories of large coherent structures colliding with the plate wall,
creating strong vortex activity and forming two recirculation zones on either side of the slot,
without passing through it. This accounts for the absence of frequency peaks in the acoustic
spectrum. The presence of a frequency of 480 Hz could correspond to the vortex shedding
of the cylinder, which did not seem to couple with any acoustic frequencies. To verify this
hypothesis, the local Strouhal number was calculated based on the rod diameter. It was
found that the Stf=480 = 0.19. The typical range for a circular cylinder is 0.15–0.3, which
confirms the proposed hypothesis. In the second position of the rod, there was no vortex
activity in the lower jet, whereas the flow of the upper jet exhibited an anti-symmetrical
arrangement. The coherent structures in the lower part of the upper jet passed through
the slot with minimal interaction with the slot edge, resulting in no feedback loop. This
eliminates the self-sustaining tones and explains the absence of the energy frequency in the
acoustic spectrum.

POD (proper orthogonal decomposition) and DMD (dynamic mode decomposi-
tion [57,59–63]) are two different procedures that can be used in order to obtain a deeper
understanding of the jet dynamics. In this worm, further analysis of the flow characteristics
with and without a control were carried out using (POD) [61,64–70] applied to the PIV
results. Figure 9 represents the kinetic energy (KE) distribution of different POD modes
for Re = 6700 in the absence of a rod (a) when the rod occupied the first position (b), and
when the rod occupied the second position (c), for the 2000 modes calculated. Also, the
cumulative energy (CE) sum was added to the plot. The results show that in the absence of
a rod, the first 370 modes contained 90% of the total kinetic energy. The first two highest
energy modes contained 25% of the total KE. In the presence of the rod at position 1, the
first 115 modes contained 90% of the total KE. The first two highest energy modes contained
14% of the total KE. In the presence of the rod at position 2, the first 115 modes contained
90% of the total KE. The first two highest energy modes contained 20% of the total KE. The
difference between the KE contained in the first two modes is related to the presence of
the coherent structures in each case. In the absence of a rod, the large-scale structures were
dominant and less chaotic (which was not the case when the rod was added, as shown in
Figure 8). Then, in this case, fewer modes were needed to construct the mean flow (more
energy was present in the first two modes compared to when the rod was present.

In their POD study on a jet impinging at different nozzle-to-plate ratios varying
between one and eight, Milanovic and Hammad [63] showed that the first five highest
energy modes contained between 19% and 32% of the total KE. At H/D ≤ 4 the vortices
along the impingement wall were found to be most prominent. At higher nozzle-to-plate
distances (H/D = 8), the dominant flow structures were found to be along the periphery of
the jet.
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Figure 8. (a1) Instantaneous fields of λ2 criterion in the absence of the rod, (a2) Instantaneous fields
of λ2 criterion in the presence of the rod in position 1, (a3) Instantaneous fields of λ2 criterion in the
presence of the rod in position 2, (b1) vortex trajectory of 100 snapshots in the absence of the rod,
(b2) vortex trajectory of 100 snapshots in the presence of the rod in position 1, (b3) vortex trajectory
of 100 snapshots in the presence of the rod in position 2.
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Figure 9. Kinetic energy of different POD spatial modes for Re = 6700 in (a) the absence of a control,
(b) with the rod at position 1, and (c) with the rod at position 2.

Figure 10 shows the first five highest energy modes of the longitudinal velocity in the
absence of a control. Modes 1 and 2 present the vortex structures on both sides of the jet.
These vortices hit the slotted plate before escaping through it. The second path, where the
vortices deviated along the wall in the transverse direction, is shown by modes 3, 4, and 5.
Also, these modes show the secondary vortices formed at the wall.
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Figure 10. The first five highest energy spatial modes of longitudinal velocity (Uy) were obtained by
snapshot POD for Re = 6700 in the absence of a control.

Figure 11 presents the first five highest energy modes for Re = 6700 when the rod
occupied position 1. The vortices that detached after flow impingement with the rod were
found to be most prominent. As seen on the figure representing the vortex trajectory, the
rod divided the main jet into two sub-jets. Mode 1 shows the two sub-jets, where the
vortices followed two paths. The first is where the vortices deviated along the wall in
the transverse direction and the second is where the vortices struck the wall of the plate.
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Moreover, the strong vortex activity created two recirculation zones on either side of the
slot. This mechanism was observed in all five modes. Modes 2, 3, 4 and 5 also showed the
trajectories of vortices in addition to the secondary vortices near the plate.
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Figure 11. The first five highest energy spatial modes of longitudinal velocity (Uy), obtained by
snapshot POD for Re = 6700 when the rod is at position 1.

The first five highest energy modes for Re = 6700 when the rod occupied position 2 are
shown in Figure 12. Mode 1 showed a vortex activity that detached after the flow interacted
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with the rod. Modes 2, 3, and 4 showed the trajectory followed by the vortices. On the first
path the vortices escaped through the slot, which led to the disappearance of the pressure
waves created due to vortex impingement with the solid wall. On the second path the vortices
travelled along the wall in the transverse direction. Mode 5 showed the secondary vortices
that formed at the impingement wall. We recommend that the POD be used to highlight the
many important flow dynamics responsible for the acoustic generation in impinging jets.
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The spectrum of the two highest energy temporal modes (obtained by applying FFT
to the temporal modes of the longitudinal velocity signal) in the absence of a rod, when the
rod is in position 1, and when the rod is in position 2, are shown in Figure 13. In the absence
of a rod, the spectra of temporal modes 1 and 2 showed the appearance of frequencies
211.25 Hz and 378.75 Hz, which indicates that these are the frequencies of passage of
the high energy vortices. In the presence of a rod at position 1, no frequency appeared
in temporal mode 1. However, the results of temporal mode 2 showed a frequency of
480 Hz, which also appeared in the longitudinal velocity spectrum but not in the acoustic
spectrum, indicating that this is the frequency of passage of large structures when there
is no interaction with the slot, and no acoustic waves are then registered. Finally, when a
rod is at position 2, only one frequency of 248.75 Hz, which did not exist in the velocity
spectrum nor in the acoustic spectrum, appeared in temporal mode 2. This would indicate
that this is the frequency of the creation of vortices that do not interact with the slot and do
not pass through the point of extraction of the velocity signal plotted in Figure 7b.
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4. Discussion

The acoustic map shown in Figure 4 proves that the position of the rod had a significant
effect on the control mechanism of noise reduction. However, there are three main regions
where sound pressure levels differ notably. The first was located symmetrically beside the
jet axis and occupied the zone between Y/H = 0 and Y/H = 2.6. The presence of a rod in
this zone split the main jet into almost two symmetrical jets (as shown by the POD spatial
modes in Figure 11). The coherent structures obtained from the two resultant jets hit the
plate without passing through the slot, so there was no interaction between the vortices
and the slot, which led to a reduction in the SPL. The consequences of this are illustrated
by low amplitudes in the acoustic spectrum and the high energy temporal mode of the
velocity signal spectrum (shown in Figures 7a and 13, respectively). A second region was
located below the first and occupied −0.65 < X/H < −0.45 vertically and Y/H = 1.5 to
Y/H = 3 horizontally. When a rod was placed in this region, the main jet was also divided
into two jets. Since the zone is not in the axis of symmetry, the two jets were no longer
symmetrical with respect to the jet axis (see Figure 8(b3)): the vortices coming from the
right jet hit the plate surface without interacting with the slot. Nevertheless, the coherent
structures formed in the left jet had the highest energy values (see Figure 12) and passed
through the slot without interacting with the borders. This passage produced a broadband
noise with high amplitudes, as shown in the acoustic spectrum (Figure 7a), which led to an
increase in the SPL. A comparison between these cases and the case without a rod indicated
that when the vortices passed totally through the slot (as was the case in the presence
of a rod at position 2), the sound was produced with a broadband activity and not with
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a specific frequency, as observed when there was no rod. Finally, a third region located
outside of the first two regions was also present. Based on the acoustic results, the presence
of a rod in this region did not affect the turbulence dynamics since no variation in the SPL
was observed.

5. Conclusions

The present study was based on the need to dramatically reduce the noise generated
by a rectangular jet impinging a slotted plate [19,54,71,72]. This study was carried out on a
jet exit at a Reynolds number Re = 6700 and Strouhal number St = 0.17, and for an impact
ratio L/H = 4. The results showed that the large-scale vortices interacted with the slot and
produced acoustic waves that coupled with the aerodynamic modes. Therefore, a passive
control mechanism consisting of a rod that strongly affected the vortex dynamics and thus
the interaction between the jet and the plate was introduced. Different positions of the
rod were tested to find the most effective position of the rod in terms of noise generation.
It was found that the rod successfully reduced the noise emitted when it was placed in
specific regions between the jet exit and the impinging plate. Dynamically, the rod divided
the main jet into two secondary jets: upper and lower jets. The vortices produced from
these jets hit the wall without interacting with the slot, which led to the disappearance
of the self-sustaining tones and thus a reduction in the sound pressure level to 19 dB. A
POD analysis was conducted to better understand the effect of large-scale structures on
the generation of self-sustaining tones. The analysis of the POD spectral content and the
transversal velocity spectrum revealed details on the role of the large vertical structures in
the acoustics and overall noise reduction. This mechanism can be considered as a successful
control of the noise of impinging jets when placed between Y/H = 0.3 and Y/H = 3 (the
dark blue zone in Figure 4), and it would be interesting to study its performance for other
impact ratios and different Reynolds numbers. In addition, one can study the effect of the
presence of a rod on the flow rate through the slot to ensure that this control mechanism
does not negatively affect the performance of the whole system.
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