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Abstract: Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogel has good biocompatibility, antibacterial perfor-
mance, biodegradability, and other characteristics. It can be very compatible with human tissues
and degradation, while its good water absorption and moisturizing properties can effectively absorb
wound exudates, keep the wound moist, and promote wound healing. In this paper, the struc-
tural properties, and physical and chemical cross-linking preparation methods of cellulose-based
antibacterial hydrogels were discussed in detail, and the application of cellulose-based hydrogels
in the antibacterial field was deeply studied. In general, cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels, as
a new type of biomaterial, have shown good potential in antimicrobial properties and have been
widely used. However, there are still some challenges, such as optimizing the preparation process
and performance parameters, improving the antibacterial and physical properties, broadening the
application range, and evaluating safety. However, with the deepening of research and technological
progress, it is believed that cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels will be applied and developed in
more fields in the future.
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1. Introduction

Diseases caused by bacterial infections have seriously threatened human health, and
the longterm overuse of antibiotics can easily lead to bacterial resistance, resulting in the
emergence of multidrug-resistant bacteria [1,2]. With the widespread use of antibiotics
and other drugs, infections caused by pathogenic micro-organisms have been alleviated
to a certain extent. However, the overuse and improper use of these drugs have led to
an increase in the resistance of pathogenic micro-organisms, and wound infections are
also one of the most common phenomena in the medical field [3]. At present, some
wound dressings may contain glia, which can cause skin irritation or allergies. Due to the
limited absorption capacity, dressings may not be able to fully absorb a large amount of
exudate or large wounds, leading to wound infection or attachment detachment. Therefore,
the development of antibacterial materials to improve the problem of infection has been
urgent [4].

Cellulose has a large number of pores and micropores, which can adsorb a large
amount of water and other substances and has high crystallinity. It exhibits stable perfor-
mance in high-temperature environments and is not easily decomposed or deformed.

Cellulose is biodegradable and can be broken down into water and carbon dioxide
under the action of oxygen and micro-organisms, making it an environmentally friendly
biomaterial. At the same time, there are multiple active functional groups in cellulose that
can participate in chemical reactions, carry out modification grafting, and improve the
hydrophilicity and biological activity of cellulose. Cellulose has become an ideal wound
dressing with high practical prospects due to these advantages. For example, cellulose
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antibacterial hydrogels can achieve effective antibacterial treatment by controlling drug
release. The preparation method of this hydrogel is to use the hydrophobicity and cross-
linking reaction of natural cellulose to wrap the drug in the hydrogel network. In the body,
drugs can be slowly released to achieve sustained antibacterial effects. By changing the
cross-linking degree and drug content of cellulose, the release rate of drugs can be regu-
lated to meet different treatment needs. Another kind of cellulose antibacterial hydrogel
was developed for wound hemostasis. This hydrogel coagulates cellulose, platelets, and
coagulation factors through electrostatic action to prevent thrombosis. Due to the natural
porosity of cellulose, hydrogels can effectively absorb water and ions in the blood, and
promote platelet aggregation and the activation of coagulation factors, and, thus, quickly
stop bleeding. At the same time, the hydrogel also has antibacterial properties, which
can effectively prevent infection. Cellulose antibacterial hydrogels can also be used to
promote wound repair. One preparation method is to modify cellulose using biocompatible
materials to enhance its biocompatibility and antibacterial properties. This kind of hydrogel
can be used as a protective layer of the wound surface, provide a humid environment, and
promote cell proliferation and migration. At the same time, the antibacterial ingredients in
the hydrogel can effectively prevent infection and promote wound healing. By adjusting
the molecular weight of cellulose and the type of biocompatible materials, the performance
of the hydrogel can be optimized to achieve the best wound repair effect.

Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels, as one of the important types of macromolec-
ular antibacterial agents, have the functions of being antipollution, anti-secondary trauma,
and promoting cell regeneration.

In addition, they also have the dual functions of being a hydrogel and antibacterial,
strong biocompatibility, strong water absorption, controllable mechanical properties, and
other advantages. At present, cellulose-based hydrogels have received extensive attention
and have become a hotspot in research and development [5]. It plays an important role
in many fields such as tissue engineering, drug release, injectable drugs, wound dress-
ings, etc. [6]. However, currently, commonly used antibacterial hydrogels often have
disadvantages such as poor heat resistance, difficult large-scale production, large metal
toxicity, and a bactericidal effect only in the presence of ultraviolet radiation and oxygen
(or water) [7,8]. Therefore, the new antibacterial hydrogels with the properties of being
convenient, non-toxic or low-toxicity, effective, stable, not easy to produce drug resistance,
and good biocompatibility have been the research focus of experts and scholars.

2. Structure and Properties of Cellulose

Cellulose is one of the natural biopolymers with abundant sources and wide dis-
tribution. It is naturally synthesized and is considered a very valuable raw material
developed from renewable resources. It has the characteristics of non-toxicity, universal-
ity, biodegradability, and good compatibility [9,10], making cellulose and its derivatives
potential materials for addressing industrial and environmental challenges. Due to the
natural and renewable advantages of cellulose, whether it’s used in simple daily necessities
or complex industrial products, cellulose has a wide range of applications, such as plas-
tics, paperboard, fibers, textiles, cellulose derivatives, and a lot of complex materials [11].
Cellulose exists in plants, animals, germ, phycophyte, and fungus, and is mainly derived
from plant fibers, such as wood, bamboo, cotton, hemp, etc. The main component of the
plant cell wall is cellulose, and this cell wall has the characteristics of resistance to tension
strength and rigidity without deformation [12].

Cellulose is a linear, stereotactic, semi-crystalline polysaccharide [13], with a unique
three-dimensional cross-linked porous structure and rich functional groups (Structural
formula of cellulose. Figure 1). It is made up of repeated monomer D-glucose [AGU], which
is successively connected by β-1,4 bonds between C1 and C4 of adjacent units [14] to form
strong intermolecular hydrogen bonds, resulting in crystallized and amorphous areas, and
forming microfilaments and fibers [15]. Long cellulose chains are horizontally connected
together to form basic nanofibers and their bundles, called microfibers, which contain
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microcrystals and amorphous domains. Cellulose microcrystals cannot be in contact with
water, while amorphous regions are easily in contact with water [16]. Many cellulose
products, such as cellulose acetate and carboxymethyl cellulose, can be obtained by a
surface modification of cellulose. Its structure includes crystalline and partially amorphous
regions, and smaller cellulose nanofibers and cellulose nanocrystals can be obtained by
mechanical force treatment or chemical acid and enzyme treatment.
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3. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogel

Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels were prepared by dissolving, blending, and
cross-linking using cellulose, nanocellulose, or cellulose derivatives as main raw materials.
Cellulose contains a large number of hydroxyl groups, which is conducive to the interaction
between molecules and other substances to form cross-linking and form a gel network.
Cellulose itself is insoluble in water and does not have antibacterial properties, so it can be
modified to improve the solubility and antibacterial properties of modified cellulose [17].

The excellent properties of hydrogels, such as hydrophilicity and porosity, can be
developed for antimicrobial applications. Its various production methods have been widely
applied in fields such as biomedical science and smart textiles, for example, cell culture,
medical surgery, tissue engineering, biosensing (Figure 2), etc. [18], and it is one of the
biomaterials suitable for drug sustained release in the field of antimicrobial therapy [19].
The effect of traditional hydrogels on bacteria is mainly due to the presence of antibiotics
or other antimicrobial substances in the hydrogel substrate, as well as the physical and
chemical properties of the hydrogel itself. However, the increase of other antibacterial
substances not only increases the composite method and cost of hydrogels, but also may
lead to a discrepancy in the release of antibacterial substances, showing inconsistent an-
tibacterial activity. As an antibacterial product, hydrogels can perform multiple functions
at the same time, and the most important properties are antibacterial. The bacterial resis-
tance properties of antibacterial hydrogels are determined by the antibacterial components,
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and the antimicrobial properties of different materials also vary greatly, especially for
different strains [20]. Antibacterial hydrogels have attracted much attention due to their
simple preparation process, diverse structure, wide variety, and the fact that they are highly
anticipated [21].
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are the application of cell culture, medical surgery, tissue engineering, and biosensing. Reproduced
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Compared with other antibacterial materials, the antibacterial hydrogel has many
excellent properties: (1) The production cost of this antibacterial product is low and its
preparation is convenient [22–24]. For example, the photosensitive antibacterial composite
hydrogel can be prepared by a controlled method, which can obtain different antibacterial
activities and mechanical strength [25–27]. The hydrogel with a higher antibacterial activity
can be prepared by adjusting the process parameters [28], which can avoid a drug fast by
rapidly dispatching bacteria [29]. (2) The antimicrobial hydrogel administration method
is simple. They have good external adhesion and can adhere to the surface of damaged
instruments and tissues [30]. Antibacterial hydrogels also have excellent injectable prop-
erties and can be used for internal treatment. This means in vivo application. They are
injectable into blocked areas of the skin using needle injection instruments and make use
of minimally invasive methods for treatment [31]. In addition, compared with ordinary
medical antibacterial dressings, antibacterial hydrogels reduce wound infection to a certain
extent and speed up wound healing [32]. (3) Hydrogel is an excellent biological carrier. In
terms of composition, basic structure, and functional characteristics, hydrogels are similar
to some tissues in the human body. As a consequence, they have excellent biocompatibility
and biodegradability, and can maintain or control the hydrogel entering the body and
releasing [33,34]. At the same time, hydrogel also plays a carrier role for drugs, which can
slow down the stimulation on the human body to a certain extent [35,36].

Cellulose and its derivatives can form hydrogels, films, aerogels, and other materials
with various structures. Its rich pore structure and large surface area make it very con-
venient for mineralization. Cellulose has great potential in the preparation of bio-based
superabsorbent hydrogels. At the same time, the multi-layer structure and abundant
hydroxyl groups of cellulose enable it to enhance its functionality through chemical modifi-
cation. Cellulose and its derivatives can be used as substrates to deposit different types of
inorganic minerals, forming multifunctional organic/inorganic composite materials. From
the perspectives of socio-economic, ecological, and environmental protection, physical and
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chemical properties, and biology (Figure 3), cellulose is preferable for the production of
hydrogels. It has attracted great attention because it is safe, biodegradable, biocompatible,
non-toxic, non-immunogenic, and relatively inexpensive; has strong mechanical properties,
high thermal stability, special porous structure, and good biocompatibility; and is suitable
for human consumption [37]. Owing to the common disadvantage of poor solubility of
natural cellulose, many chemical operations are often required in the process of preparing
hydrogels from cellulose derivatives, but there are many techniques for preparing hydro-
gels from non-cellulose derivatives, which can be dissolved and regenerated from multiple
sources. The abundant hydrophilic functional groups (hydroxyl groups) in the chemical
structure of cellulose make it an ideal raw material for hydrogel preparation.
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Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogel is a kind of polymer material with a three-
dimensional network structure and hydrophilic chain. They are prepared by physical
and chemical cross-linking or interpenetrating polymer network methods using cellulose
and its derivatives as the main raw materials and aqueous solution as the dispersion
medium [39,40]. Due to its unique polyhydroxyl network structure and high degree of
polymerization of rigid molecular chains, it has good potential in forming hydrogels with
excellent mechanical properties. Generally, cellulose is dissolved in solution and easily
forms hydrogels through the hydrogen bond network structure induced by poor solvents
or through chemical cross-linking by adding cross-linking agents. In this case, there is
no need to use synthetic cellulose derivatives, and the ability of hydroxyl groups to form
hydrogen bonds (self-assembly) or the reaction between hydroxyl groups and cross-linking
agents are mainly utilized. This pure cellulose hydrogel retains the original hydrogen bond
network, which makes it stronger.

At present, the preparation of cellulose antibacterial hydrogels usually includes the
following ways: (1) Cross-linking after direct dissolution. However, cellulose is prone
to forming hydrogen bonds between the hydroxyl groups, resulting in a high degree of
crystallization, so cellulose is difficult to dissolve in water and common solvents [41].
(2) Cross-linking after derivatization and dissolution. The original crystalline structure
of cellulose can be destroyed by chemical modification, and cellulose derivatives can be
formed to dissolve cellulose. (3) Small-size stable dispersion in the solvent after cross-
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linking. This preparation method is most commonly used for nanocellulose, which is a
good way to avoid the problem of cellulose dissolution.

4. Cross-Linking Preparation Method of Cellulose-Based Hydrogel
4.1. Preparation Methods of Physically and Chemically Cross-Linked Hydrogel

Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels are formed by physical or chemical cross-
linking between molecular chains in the system (Figure 4). Cross-linking not only makes
cellulose chain structures interact to form three-dimensional structures, but also improves
the physical and mechanical properties of hydrogels.
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4.2. Preparation of Physical Cross-Linking Hydrogels

Physical cross-linked hydrogels are three-dimensional network structures formed by
non-chemical bonds such as hydrogen bonds, ionic bonds, and van der Waals interac-
tions [42,43]. The reversible nature of this action leads to the structural instability of the
corresponding hydrogels, but, at the same time, gives the hydrogels self-healing properties.

4.2.1. Hydrogen Bonding

Individual hydrogen bonds are weak, but, when the system contains a large number
of hydrogen bonds, the synergistic effect can provide sufficient stability for the hydrogel.
Cellulose molecular chains are rich in hydroxyl groups, which makes it possible for cellulose
to construct hydrogel networks through hydrogen bonding. The properties of cellulose
gels are related to the concentration, polymerization degree, and viscosity of cellulose.
Liu [44] et al. prepared the cellulose gel membrane by a curing and regeneration process in
the solvent system of 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium aminoacetate. In ionic liquid solvent
systems, cellulose/polycaprolactone blend films are prepared by hydrogen bonding.

4.2.2. Hydrophobic Interaction

In the process of hydrogel cross-linking, hydrophobic interactions exist between water-
soluble polymers and hydrophobic end groups, side chains, or monomers, which can
drive hydrophobic groups or non-polar molecules to gather together to form a network
structure. When the hydroxyl group of cellulose is partially replaced by the methyl group,
the formation of hydrogen bonds between cellulose molecular chains is often restricted, re-
sulting in water-soluble cellulose derivatives [45]. Some water-soluble cellulose derivatives
exhibit unique thermal reversible gelation properties under hydrophobic interaction; that is,
hydrogels can be formed within a certain temperature range. But this hydrogel is reversible;
when the temperature changes, it will return to the sol state. Jung et al. [46] adopted
β-chitosan nanocrystals as fillers to promote gelation through polarity and hydrophobic
interactions, thereby improving the mechanical strength of hydrogels.

4.2.3. Ionic Bonding

The charged polymer and the oppositely charged ions form a physical hydrogel
through ionic bonding, which is called an “ionic” hydrogel. Werner et al. combined nega-
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tively charged cellulose sulfate with chitosan and synthetic cationic polyelectrolyte, and
prepared biocompatible hydrogels that can be used in the biomedical field [47,48]. Lu [49]
et al. studied the solgel transition process in the mixed system of the positively charged
quaternary ammonium hydroxyethyl cellulose ethoxyl compound and negatively charged
nanocellulost, and successfully determined the gel point. Hussain et al. [50] designed a
supramolecular hydrogel composed of polyacrylamide and hydroxyethyl cellulose with
self-healing properties by hydrogen bonding and cross-linking with Fe3+. The structural
stability and mechanical strength of hydrogels depend on the type, concentration, density,
and cross-linking degree of the polymer used.

4.3. Chemical Cross-Linking

Chemical hydrogels are formed by covalent bonds, and this cross-linking is irreversible,
so the mechanical properties of corresponding hydrogels are usually better than those of
physical hydrogels.

4.3.1. Free Radical Polymerization

The presence of a large number of hydroxyl groups in the molecular chain of cellulose
makes it easy to be modified by free radical polymerization [51]. In the process of free
radical polymerization, the initiator induces the generation of free radicals, resulting in the
formation of active sites on the cellulose chain and the formation of a hydrogel skeleton,
which provides necessary conditions for subsequent binding with monomers [52]. Then,
the monomer or cross-linking agent combines with the active site on the cellulose chain
and promotes the expansion of the polymer chain, thus forming a hydrogel network. The
properties of hydrogels formed by free radical polymerization are affected by the initiator,
cross-linking agent, reaction time, and temperature. Maity et al. [53] prepared hydrogels
that could adsorb copper by polymerizing acrylamide or acrylic monomer with bagasse
cellulose and gelatin through the polymerization of a free radical. The polyacrylamide
glycolic acid/cellulose nanocrystalline hydrogel synthesized by Rao et al. [54] can be used
as a carrier for oral drug release.

4.3.2. Esterification Reaction

The hydroxyl group on cellulose and the hydroxyl group and carboxyl group con-
tained in its derivatives make it possible to prepare cellulose-based hydrogels by esterifi-
cation. Kono et al. [55] prepared superabsorbent cellulose hydrogels by esterifying and
cross linking 1, 2, 3, and 4-butane tricarboxylic acid dianhydride in a lithium chloride/n-
methyl-2-pyrrolidone solvent system. Demitri et al. [56] prepared carboxymethyl cel-
lulose/hydroxyethyl cellulose hydrogel by esterification using carboxymethyl cellulose
(CMC) and hydroxyethyl cellulose (HEC) as raw materials and sodium citrate (CA) as the
cross-linking agent. Because the raw material used is renewable and easily degradable,
the hydrogel can be used in the agriculture and biomedicine fields. Senna et al., using
cellulose acetate (DS) as the raw material and catalyzed by triethylamine, cross-linked with
ethylenediamine tetraacetic anhydride (EDTAD), prepared hydrogels which can be used as
soil water retaining agents [57].

4.3.3. Addition Effect

All substances containing double bonds can be cross-linked with hydroxyl groups on
cellulose and its derivatives by an addition reaction to prepare cellulose-based hydrogels.
Esposito et al. [58] prepared a highly absorbent material using sodium carboxymethyl
cellulose and hydroxyethyl cellulose as raw materials and divinylsulfone as the cross-
linking agent. Butun [59] prepared temperaturesensitive HPC microgels and magnetically
responsive carboxymethyl cellulose hydrogels using divinyl sulfone as cross-linking agent.
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4.4. Double Cross-Linked Hydrogels

The traditional chemical cross-linked mononet hydrogel can only construct a three-
dimensional network through covalent bond cross-linking in the system due to its single
structure, so it cannot bear great strain, which greatly restricts the development and
application of hydrogel. In order to improve the mechanical properties of hydrogels
through cross-linking mechanisms, researchers have pioneered a chemical physical double
cross-linking method, in which two different functional groups form two different cross-
linking points in a single network of hydrogels. The hydrogels with different strengths
can be obtained by adjusting the amount of cross-linker while improving the mechanical
strength of hydrogels.

5. Application of Cellulose-Based Hydrogels in the Field of Antibacterial
5.1. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogels Containing Metal Ion Materials

In recent decades, the overuse and misapplication of antibiotics have posed serious
challenges in the field of healthcare [60]. Therefore, we are in need of a new succedaneum
for antibiotics. The development of nanotechnology has provided many new ideas and
methods for the development of new antibacterial materials. The usual inorganic antibacte-
rial materials mainly include metal ions and metal oxide nanoparticles. Metal ions mainly
include silver ions (Ag+) and copper ions (Cu2+) [61–65], which can combine with bacterial
cell membranes through mercaptan groups on cell membranes and affect their activity
by controlling the copy of bacterial DNA [66–69]. Nevertheless, metal nanoparticles are
prone to aggregation, dissociation, and combustion, which greatly limit the application
of antibacterial drugs [70]. Cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels are excellent support-
ers for wearing metal nanoparticles [71]. Due to the slow release properties, they are an
appropriate footplate for carrying metal nanoparticles. Metal nanoparticles can be valu-
ably decorated in cellulose hydrogels and gradually released, which will bring persistent
antibacterial effects to the hydrogels [13].

Bundjaja et al. [72] researched the influence of surfactants on the antibacterial activity
of the cellulose carbamate hydrogels of silver nanoparticles by adopting cellulose carbamate
hydrogels loaded with silver nanoparticles. A new method of introducing silver nanoparti-
cles into hydrogels was introduced. The silver ions were transferred to the surface active
sites of hydrogels by silver ion adsorption technology, and then the silver ions were reduced
in situ. Then, the cellulose carbamate hydrogel was modified with the surfactant to obtain
cellulose carbamate brine gel loaded with AgNPs. Finally, we measure the concentration of
embedded silver ions using an atomic absorption spectrophotometer. This method enables
a large amount of AgNP to be bound to the surface of the hydrogel dressing, thereby
enhancing the antibacterial activity against the target bacteria. In addition, this method
may be an improvement on the traditional AgNPs hydrogel dressing. Therefore, because
it is difficult to reach the target bacteria, the effectiveness of AgNPs in the center of the
hydrogel matrix is reduced. Finally, the antibacterial activity of the hydrogel samples was
determined by the paper diffusion method. We test the inhibitory effect of the sample on
two bacterial strains, namely, Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus. The experiment
shows that the addition of the surfactant can effectively improve the loading of AgNPs
on hydrogel dressings and promote antibacterial activity. In addition, a cytotoxicity test
showed that the hydrogel dressing had a good biocompatibility with skin fibroblasts.

Al-enizi et al. [73] researched cellulosehydrogels-animated CuNPs by the polymer
cross-linking method. CMC-based hydrogels were prepared with PVA and EGDE in
aqueous solution. Copper ions are bound to the hydrogel matrix by electrostatic interaction
with the oxygen atoms of the hydrogel. Antibacterial activity and cytotoxicity studies were
also conducted on urinary tract infection micro-organisms and HeLa cells, respectively.
The results showed that the HCuNPs composite had a higher antibacterial zone than
the corresponding hydrogel matrix, and the prepared nanocomposite could be used as
a promising candidate for biomedical applications. The composite hydrogel had a good
antibacterial effect and good biocompatibility. Therefore, due to the water absorption,
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antibacterial properties, and biocompatibility of hydrogels, hydrogels have the potential to
be developed for women’s sanitary napkins, diapers, and other related care products.

5.2. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogels Containing Metal Oxide Materials

Similar to metal nanoparticles, cellulose-based hydrogels containing metal oxide
nanoparticles can effectively kill bacteria, reduce drug resistance, and improve antibacterial
properties. It is more difficult for metal oxide nanoparticles to release metal ions; metal
oxide nanoparticles are also easy to agglomerate. The long-term biological virulence and en-
vironmental accumulate virulence problems need to be further defined and resolved. These
shortcomings will weaken its antibacterial effect, so we need to develop new modification
methods to overcome these shortcomings. Different from the antibacterial mechanism
of metal nanoparticles, metal oxide nanoparticles kill micro-organisms mainly through
photocatalysis to produce a large number of free radicals [74]. Among various metal oxides,
zinc oxide (ZnO) is the most commonly used antibacterial agent [75], which provides
outstanding antibacterial functions for cellulose hydrogels and improves the thickness
of hydrogel net. The dense hydrogel network further enhances the result of hydrogel
shipping and slowly releases the antiseptic, thus extending the antibacterial time-efficiency
of hydrogels [76]. In addition, the chemical stability and antioxidant ability of metal oxide
nanoparticles are one of the important reasons for their excellent performance in various
application fields [77,78].

Yuan et al. reported the self-assembly of broad-spectrum antibacterial metal hydrogels
based on the Ag+ co-ordination of FMOC-amino acids (Figure 5) [79]. Biometallic hydrogels
have broad-spectrum antibacterial activity and adjustable mechanical properties, based on
the co-ordination of the self-assembly of biocompatible amino acids and silver ions. The
high directionality of the co-ordination interaction makes Ag+ immobilized in the amino
acid nanofiber hydrogel. As an antibacterial material in vivo, this metal hydrogel has the
characteristics of having a simple and flexible strategy, and good biocompatibility and
biodegradability. The metal hydrogel showed strong antibacterial activity and improved
the in vivo therapeutic efficacy in infected rat models. Yadollahi et al. [80] prepared the
composite hydrogel by synthesizing ZnONPs in situ in the expanded carboxymethyl
cellulose hydrogel. Due to the porous structure of the hydrogel and the presence of
carboxylic acid groups, the hydrogel is easy to combine with zinc, and cations in the
zinc nitrate aqueous solution interact through the co-ordination interaction. Under the
action of appropriate alkaline reagents such as NaOH, zinc ions become ZnO nanoparticles.
The experiment proved that the nanocomposite hydrogel showed the antibacterial effect
against Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus, and the antibacterial activity increased
with the increase of the concentration of ZnONPs in the hydrogel. George et al. [81]
used cross-linked dialdehyde cellulose prepared from sugarcane cellulose and chitosan
to prepare cellulose composite hydrogels containing ZnONPs, mixed them with ZnONPs
synthesized from melon seed extracts, and applied them to the delivery of curcumin. Zinc
oxide nanoparticles were synthesized from sweet melon seed extract and embedded in
the hydrogel matrix, and cross-linked with dialdehyde cellulose prepared from sugarcane
bagasse. The determination of antibacterial activity showed a synergistic antibacterial effect
on Staphylococcus aureus and Trichophyton rubrum. It was found that the antibacterial
activity of the hydrogel added with ZnONPs was significantly improved.
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5.3. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogels Containing Antibiotics

Antibiotics have become the preferred treatment for bacterial contamination due to
their efficient disinfection ability and low toxicity to mammalian cells [82]. Although antibi-
otics are the most common and effective antimicrobials, bacterial resistance, environmental
fate, drug resistance, the short span of antibacterial activity, partly runaway concentrations,
and degradation in some employ conditions [83–85] have been the biggest obstacles to
antibiotic development and application. In order to solve this problem, we need to design
and develop an efficient and biocompatible drug delivery system. This system should
meet the strict requirements of low cytotoxicity while also exhibiting excellent antibacterial
effects. Through such a system, we can effectively deliver drugs while reducing the toxic
effects on cells, thereby more effectively treating infections [86].

Forrello-doria et al. [87] prepared drug-loaded composite hydrogels by using cross-
linked cellulose and carbon nanotubes. The experimental results showed that the release
rate of therapeutic substances from the hydrogel was improved, showing a simultaneous
and co-ordinated release. Research on wound closure and in vivo wound healing has
confirmed the effectiveness of the drug release and improved healing outcomes. Antibacte-
rial experiments showed that linezolid had a very good sustained release effect, and the
drug-loaded composite hydrogel prepared by this method had great potential to promote
wound healing. Iman et al. prepared nanocomposite hydrogels containing polyethylene
glycol, acrylamide, methylene bisacrylamide, and cellulose nanofibers [88], and tested
the antibacterial activity of tetracycline nanocomposite hydrogels against Staphylococcus
aureus and Escherichia coli. Nanocomposite hydrogel was used for an oral toxicity test
in adult male Wistar rats. Studies on antibacterial activity have shown that the prepared
compound is sensitive to Staphylococcus aureus and Escherichia coli. It was found that
the hydrogel had good biocompatibility. Therefore, these formulations can be considered
as future oral delivery systems. Patwa et al. [89] prepared magnetic cellulose composite
hydrogels by using ionic cross-linking between alginate and casein and doping bacterial
cellulose modified by magnetic nanoparticles. The antibacterial activity of the hydrogel
was evaluated by an agar diffusion test of Escherichia coli and Staphylococcus aureus.
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The hydrogels were also characterized in detail, and it was observed that the interaction
led to the expected properties of injectable hydrogels. The effects of different proportions
of BCF on the morphology, swelling, magnetic, compression, and rheological properties
of hydrogels were studied. The mouse embryonic fibroblasts were used to evaluate the
cytocompatibility. The experimental results showed that the hydrogel had no cytotoxicity
and was suitable for transdermal administration.

Today, antibiotics are still the first choice in the field of biomedicine to fight bacterial
infections; due to the fatal shortcomings of antibiotics posing a serious threat to human
health and hygiene safety, we need to pay attention to two aspects in the follow-up research
of the joint application of antibiotics and cellulose hydrogels. On the one hand, we need
to systematically develop new antibiotics with better antibacterial effects and lower drug
resistance, which will help reduce antibiotic abuse and slow down the development of drug
resistance. On the other hand, it is necessary to further explore the application potential
of cellulose hydrogel as a drug carrier, and improve its combined application effect with
antibiotics by optimizing its structure, performance, and biocompatibility, so as to provide
a safer and more effective choice for antibacterial treatment.

5.4. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogels Containing Biological Extracts

Biological extracts come from plants and animals. For quite some time, plant extracts,
as an important component of new antibacterial agents, have always been a major research
route for researchers at home and abroad, and the proportion of antibacterial ingredients
extracted from plants in the medical field is increasing. Especially confronted with the
critical terror of drug-resistant viruses, extracting antibacterial agents from plants shows a
great capacity in treating drug-resistant viruses, and it is in line with human health and
safety, efficiency, and environmental protection. Extracting and further developing new
and efficient antibacterial compounds from plants has become a hot topic in research [90].
Ge et al. [91] used borax to cross-link cellulose nanofibers with PVA, and mixed TA with
natural product TA to obtain TA-PVA cellulose composite hydrogel. By using cellulose
nanofibers (CNFs) and tannic acid (TA) as functional additives, in the hydrogel, cellulose
nanofibers and polyvinyl alcohol are connected by a dynamic borate ester bond and
hydrogen bond. Due to the complexation of TA, unique antioxidant and antibacterial
properties were obtained. It was found that the hydrogel had good antioxidant properties,
high ductility, plasticity, and rapid self-healing advantages. The supported polyacrylamide
hydrogels developed by Ravindra et al. show excellent antibacterial activity and have great
therapeutic value [92]. In the research process of biological extraction in animal structures,
bees are extremely easy to extract. Honey has shown efficient antibacterial performance
in most wound-healing treatments [93,94]. Vitamin E (VitE) is a significant extract with
antioxidant and biodegradable properties. VitE-functionalized polycarbonate hydrogel for
antimicrobial applications has good compatibility with human cortical fiber cells. It can be
loaded with cationic polymers at minimal bactericidal concentrations to kill bacteria and
fungi [95]. With the increasing harm of drug-resistant viruses to the human body, plant-
derived antibacterial components showed low resistance during the antibacterial process,
and components extracted from plants have low resistance to antibiotics in the human
body during the antibacterial process, bringing hope for fully addressing the damage of
drug-resistant viruses. Furthermore, plant extracts are a rich and diverse treasure trove
in nature, with extensive and easily accessible resources. The ingredients extracted from
various plants are diverse and have low toxicity, making them friendly to humans and the
environment; at the same time, the extraction process is relatively simple and convenient.
More importantly, plant extracts have enormous potential to provide humans with a large
number of efficient and highly resistant new antibacterial agents. By utilizing these natural
antibacterial ingredients, one can better protect oneself and others from infection and reduce
the dependence on traditional antibiotics. This not only helps to maintain human health,
but also helps to protect our ecosystem. Therefore, in-depth research on the antibacterial
mechanism and activity of plant extracts, as well as the preparation of new antibacterial
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agents, has profound significance and enormous research value. The combination of plant
extract and cellulose hydrogel is an innovative method, which helps to dissolve the plant
extract, stabilize the structure, and control the release, and this research direction has
immeasurable value in promoting the application of plant extracts in the antibacterial field.

5.5. Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogels with Synergistic Effects

A synergistic hydrogel is one that contains two or more antimicrobials to enhance
antibacterial action. Wang et al. constructed a copper-sulfide-nanoparticle-doped antibacte-
rial peptide complex hydrogel to treat wound infection and promote wound healing [96].
Antibacterial peptide hydrogels can eradicate bacterial colonies or inhibit bacterial growth.
CuSNDs can produce ROS and photothermal effects under near-infrared irradiation, show-
ing excellent antibacterial activity. Nd-doped hydrogels effectively root out Staphylococcus
aureus in infected wounds and promote rapid wound healing under NIR irradiation.

6. Application of Cellulose-Based Antibacterial Hydrogel
6.1. Wound Dressings

Wound dressings take a significant role in the process of wound healing, building a
physical protective screen between the wound and the external environment, effectively
preventing further hurt or infection from the outside world. Traditional dressings such
as gauze have drawbacks such as difficulty in removal and the risk of secondary damage
during use. Therefore, studying and preparing a new type of dressing based on bioactive
materials is of great significance for wound treatment. As shown in the figure, most of the
new wound dressings are applied to wound repair in the form of foam, film, hydrogel, and
nanofiber scaffold (Figure 6) [97].
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Traditional wound dressings have always had various issues such as its difficulty
in promoting wound healing. At first, cellulose hydrogel only played the role of simple
physical isolation and creating a humid state. With the increasing demand for wound repair,
the requirements for material properties become higher and higher [98]. In the development
of basic research, cellulose-based hydrogels, as a three-dimensional porous cross-linked
polymer network, are widely used as wound dressings. First of all, the high water content
not only makes the cellulose-based hydrogel wet the wound environment to reduce the
risk of scar formation, but also brings a sense of coolness to people, thus reducing the pain
of patients [99]. Cellulose-based hydrogel polymer networks in aqueous environments are
often similar to the extracellular matrix (ECM) [100]. Therefore, it has the ability to repair
wounds. Secondly, good swelling makes the hydrogel have excellent absorption ability,
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so that the hydrogel can absorb a large amount of tissue exudate [101]. Third, because
the high porosity of the hydrogel promotes the transmission of oxygen, and promotes the
gas exchange between the wound and the outside world, oxygen permeates and cools
the wound, reduces the pain of the patient, and enables the tissue to “breathe” [102].
Fourth, hydrogels can show antibacterial properties through different methods, inhibit the
reproduction of anaerobic bacteria in the wound, prevent the wound from being infected
by bacteria [103], and provide a sterile environment for wound healing. In addition, the
cellulose-based hydrogel with a porous structure can contain water in the serum, and it
is easy to collect coagulation molecules, red blood cells, and platelets locally, so that the
blood can coagulate faster [104].

Sajjad et al. [105] developed a nanocomposite material of BC (bacterial cellulose) and
curcumin nanoparticles. BC/curcumin nanocomposites were used as wound dressing
hydrogels, which effectively healed the burn wounds in the rat model. The antibacterial
potential of curcumin was tested, and in vitro studies were conducted on Escherichia coli,
Salmonella typhimurium, and Staphylococcus aureus using the pore diffusion method. The
inhibitory regions were measured to determine the antibacterial potential of curcumin. The
research results indicate that the combination of BC and curcumin can serve as an intelligent
antibacterial wound dressing system to treat partial-thickness skin burns (Figure 7).
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In conclusion, cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogel has a broad application prospect
in wound dressings, which can provide multiple functions such as antibacterial and protec-
tion functions, and promoting healing, providing a new, efficient, and safe wound treatment
method for the medical field.

6.2. Tissue Engineering

Cardiovascular disease has seriously threatened the health of modern people. Cur-
rently, introducing tissue-engineering treatment methods into the treatment of cardiovascu-
lar disease is considered one of the most promising options. Artificial synthetic materials
such as polyester and polyurethane may cause inflammation or cause rejection reactions in
the body. Therefore, it is necessary to find an effective matrix material suitable for tissue
engineering. The preferred material for tissue engineering is natural polymer materials,
which are non-toxic, and have good biocompatibility, biodegradability, and non-toxic side
effects of the degradation products. Natural polymers also have a structure similar to or
identical to the extracellular matrix environment, containing a large number of hydrophilic
groups such as hydroxyl, amino, and carboxyl groups, which can promote cell adhesion,
proliferation, and differentiation.

Cellulose is a polysaccharide with a crystalline structure, which is the most plentiful
natural polymer in natural world. It has a high molecular weight, good mechanical
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properties, good water absorption performance, and good thermal stability. It has some
unique advantages and potential in tissue engineering. One of the prime targets of tissue
engineering is to exploit living, healthy, and functional tissues that can serve in tissue
transplantation, or even in organ transplantation. Hydrogel is a special polymer, which can
be swelled in water but not dissolved in water. This cross-linking network is made of many
small molecular chains connected with each other. It has a high water content and elastic
properties similar to tissue, making it an ideal scaffold for cell and tissue growth. Cells
are loaded in a hydrogel network and implanted into the damaged parts of corresponding
tissues or organs. Due to the excellent biocompatibility of hydrogels, they can be degraded
and absorbed in the human body. Cells proliferate at the target location and secrete the
extracellular matrix to develop into new tissues or organs, thus achieving the purpose of
medical treatment.

There have been many relevant reports about the application of cellulose hydrogel in
tissue engineering. Emilia Entcheva et al. tested the potential of cultivating and growing
functional myocardial cells on cellulose acetate (CA) and regenerated cellulose (RC) scaf-
folds, and prepared functional cardiac-tissue-engineering scaffolds using cellulose as the
matrix. They found that CA and RC scaffolds can promote the growth of myocardial cells,
and enhance cell connectivity and electrophysiological function [106]. The combination of
cellulose and other materials not only gives cellulose hydrogel new properties, but also
broadens the application field of cellulose hydrogel. Jose et al. introduced a simple reverse
template method to prepare hydrogels, demonstrated the applicability of this method
in cellulose-based hydrogel scaffolds, and boldly speculated that this template strategy
would be widely applicable to other soft water gel materials. The results indicate that it
can promote its differentiation towards osteogenic outcomes, opening the door to the on-
demand production of complex topological structures, and has broad application prospects
in advanced and personalized biomimetic tissue engineering [107].

6.3. Bone Tissue

Bone is a complex organ composed of specific cell types surrounded by the extracellu-
lar matrix, and its bioactive molecules are integrated or produced by cells. Natural fracture
repair is a complex process that involves immune system activation, cell migration, differen-
tiation, and apoptosis. Bone tissue can undergo natural regeneration over time. The process
of bone tissue repair can be divided into four overlapping stages: inflammatory response,
cartilage formation, primary bone formation, and bone reconstruction (Figure 8) [108].
Bone growth is a dynamic process, and bone defects that exceed the critical size threshold
will not naturally heal. Severe bone injury can lead to large bone defects. In order to
achieve functional recovery and complete healing, bone transplant substitutes are needed
for reconstruction, promoting the process of bone healing. Many treatment methods, with
limited availability and lack of materials, can have side effects including immune rejection
and the spread of infectious pathogens. Compared with common tissue repair materials
such as biological scaffolds, microspheres, and films, hydrogels have the advantages of
having a soft, wet surface and low friction coefficient as bone-tissue-engineering materials.
In terms of biological properties, hydrogels can provide a friendly environment for the
active factors and cells needed for bone tissue repair [109]; the interaction between different
biomaterials makes the hydrogel have a certain mechanical strength. Hydrogels used for
bone tissue engineering need to have mechanical properties and a structure similar to bone
tissue, have an affinity with the bone tissue contact surface, and can load a large number
of bone tissue active cells and growth factors and other microbial materials to promote
bone regeneration, which can provide an ideal growth environment for microbial carriers.
Hydrogels have been used as implants for cartilage and bone repair [110]. In the field of
fracture or bone defect repair, natural polymers and their derivatives can be used to prepare
hydrogels. Research shows that hydrogels formed by these natural polymer materials
have good biocompatibility, cytotoxicity, and plasticity, and encourage the adhesion and
proliferation of bone cells, providing a good growth environment for bone regeneration.
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Yang et al. [111]. prepared a new type of polylysine hydrogel through in situ cross-
linking by using thiol/thioester functionalized hyperbranched polyamino acids. After
implanting peripheral blood MSCs loaded with it into a rabbit cartilage defect model, it
showed excellent repair effects. Micro CT showed that the effect of subchondral bone
repair in the hydrogel group was better than that in the blank control group. Further
research found that the cells infiltrating around the polylysine hydrogel were mainly M2
macrophages, which showed the importance of immune regulation in cartilage tissue repair.
The polylysine hydrogel carrying stem cells had potential application prospects in the field
of bone and cartilage regeneration (Figure 9).

Gels 2024, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 16 of 23 
 

 

 
Figure 9. Operation flow chart of separation, encapsulation, and hydrogel implantation into oste-
ochondral defects. Reproduced with permission [111]. 

6.4. Self-Healing 
The emergence of intelligent materials not only effectively liberates labor productiv-

ity, but also brings great convenience and comfort to human life. Self-repairing cellulose-
based hydrogel is one of the smart materials, and the study of its antibacterial properties 
has become a hot spot in the current high-tech field. However, the preparation of tradi-
tional self-healing hydrogels mostly requires the use of fossil resources to synthesize or-
ganic polymers, which does not conform to the concept of green and sustainable develop-
ment. Moreover, due to the potential toxicity, its application in biological, medical, and 
other fields will be limited. Using natural polymer (cellulose) instead of synthetic polymer 
to prepare the self-repairing hydrogel is expected to completely solve the above problems. 
The main reason is that the good affinity of cellulosic materials to cells/tissues can effec-
tively improve the biocompatibility of self-repairing hydrogels, thus making them suita-
ble for biological, medical, and other fields; in addition, the rich functional groups in the 
cellulose macromolecular chain and the rich modification methods involved make the 
processability of cellulose have obvious advantages over other biomass, which is more 
suitable for the preparation of self-healing composite hydrogels. 

First, cellulose-based self-healing hydrogel can interact with the extracellular matrix 
to provide a suitable growth environment for cells and promote cell adhesion and prolif-
eration. Due to its self-healing properties, it can self-repair and regenerate at the site of 
injury, providing an effective therapeutic approach for tissue engineering. Secondly, cel-
lulose-based self-healing hydrogels can be used as drug carriers to wrap drugs in them, 
and slow drug release can be achieved by controlling the dissolution rate of hydrogels. 
This hydrogel can effectively kill the pathogenic bacteria, reduce the risk of infection, and 
provide a guarantee for the healing process of tissue engineering. Meanwhile, due to its 
self-healing performance, it can automatically repair the damaged area during drug re-
lease, keeping the wound moist and clean, and providing a better environment for wound 
healing. In addition, cellulose-based self-healing hydrogels can also promote tissue repair 
and regeneration by regulating their physical and chemical properties, such as water ab-
sorption, permeability, flexibility, and loading bioactive ingredients. For example, it can 
be used to prepare tissue-engineering products such as artificial skin and joints, providing 
patients with better treatment options. Meanwhile, due to its self-healing performance, it 
can automatically adapt to body shape and exercise status during use, providing better 
protection for high-intensity sports groups such as athletes. In a word, cellulose-based 
self-healing hydrogel, as a new type of biomaterial, has a broad application prospect and 
contributes to the improvement of human health and quality of life. 

The development of the cellulose self-healing composite hydrogel can not only real-
ize the high value-added utilization of biomass resources, but also ensure resource secu-
rity, reduce environmental pollution, and realize the harmonious coexistence of humans 
and nature. In recent years, although self-healing hydrogels based on different biomass 

Figure 9. Operation flow chart of separation, encapsulation, and hydrogel implantation into osteo-
chondral defects. Reproduced with permission [111].

6.4. Self-Healing

The emergence of intelligent materials not only effectively liberates labor productivity,
but also brings great convenience and comfort to human life. Self-repairing cellulose-based
hydrogel is one of the smart materials, and the study of its antibacterial properties has
become a hot spot in the current high-tech field. However, the preparation of traditional
self-healing hydrogels mostly requires the use of fossil resources to synthesize organic
polymers, which does not conform to the concept of green and sustainable development.



Gels 2024, 10, 109 16 of 23

Moreover, due to the potential toxicity, its application in biological, medical, and other
fields will be limited. Using natural polymer (cellulose) instead of synthetic polymer to
prepare the self-repairing hydrogel is expected to completely solve the above problems. The
main reason is that the good affinity of cellulosic materials to cells/tissues can effectively
improve the biocompatibility of self-repairing hydrogels, thus making them suitable for
biological, medical, and other fields; in addition, the rich functional groups in the cellulose
macromolecular chain and the rich modification methods involved make the processability
of cellulose have obvious advantages over other biomass, which is more suitable for the
preparation of self-healing composite hydrogels.

First, cellulose-based self-healing hydrogel can interact with the extracellular matrix to
provide a suitable growth environment for cells and promote cell adhesion and proliferation.
Due to its self-healing properties, it can self-repair and regenerate at the site of injury,
providing an effective therapeutic approach for tissue engineering. Secondly, cellulose-
based self-healing hydrogels can be used as drug carriers to wrap drugs in them, and
slow drug release can be achieved by controlling the dissolution rate of hydrogels. This
hydrogel can effectively kill the pathogenic bacteria, reduce the risk of infection, and
provide a guarantee for the healing process of tissue engineering. Meanwhile, due to
its self-healing performance, it can automatically repair the damaged area during drug
release, keeping the wound moist and clean, and providing a better environment for
wound healing. In addition, cellulose-based self-healing hydrogels can also promote tissue
repair and regeneration by regulating their physical and chemical properties, such as water
absorption, permeability, flexibility, and loading bioactive ingredients. For example, it can
be used to prepare tissue-engineering products such as artificial skin and joints, providing
patients with better treatment options. Meanwhile, due to its self-healing performance, it
can automatically adapt to body shape and exercise status during use, providing better
protection for high-intensity sports groups such as athletes. In a word, cellulose-based
self-healing hydrogel, as a new type of biomaterial, has a broad application prospect and
contributes to the improvement of human health and quality of life.

The development of the cellulose self-healing composite hydrogel can not only realize
the high value-added utilization of biomass resources, but also ensure resource security,
reduce environmental pollution, and realize the harmonious coexistence of humans and
nature. In recent years, although self-healing hydrogels based on different biomass have
been developed, problems such as the low mechanical properties or long self-healing
recovery period of gel fracture generally exist, which fail to give full play to its advantages.
The preparation of self-healing/shape memory hydrogels from nanocellulose is expected
to improve this situation. The excellent mechanical strength of nanocellulose can endow
hydrogel with a significant enhancement effect: a higher specific surface area, abundant
functional groups, and modification methods can ensure the efficient introduction of
multiple self-healing mechanisms; in addition, the excellent dispersion stability of cellulose
can be used as a dispersant of multifunctional nanoparticles to realize the multifunctional
hydrogel. Therefore, the preparation of the self-repairing hydrogel with nanocellulose as
the raw material can not only effectively improve the mechanical stability, processability,
and biocompatibility of hydrogel, but also realize the high value-added utilization of
biomass resources, ensure resource security, and reduce environmental pollution.

6.5. Skin

As the largest organ in the human body, composed of the epidermis, dermis, subcuta-
neous tissue, and its accessory organs (sweat glands, sebaceous glands, blood vessels, etc.),
with various functions such as as a physical barrier, immune defense, and temperature
regulation [112]. Its main function is to act as an external barrier, protecting internal organs
from the external environment [113]. But it is also highly susceptible to external factors,
and many systemic diseases can cause skin damage, which may form a complex wound
environment, making it easier to cause wound infection and induce excessive inflammatory
reactions due to the accumulation of inflammatory factors. These factors may pose a threat
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to the repair cells around the wound, forming chronic wounds and hindering wound heal-
ing. Skin tissue diseases are a global public health issue, and chronic wounds will continue
to be an increasingly persistent problem among this population. In particular, chronic
unhealed wounds are particularly susceptible to coronavirus disease (COVID-19) [114].
Therefore, reasonable wound treatment plays a crucial role in repairing damaged tissues
and improving the quality of life of patients with wound damage. At present, the clinical
treatment method for skin injuries is skin transplantation. Due to the limited area of skin
tissue that can be transplanted in the human body, it is limited by hygiene, safety, and
other aspects. Therefore, traditional repair methods are very limited in the treatment of
large-scale skin injuries. The development of tissue-engineering technology provides new
technological solutions for skin injury repair. Skin tissue engineering utilizes biodegradable
scaffolds that can be degraded and absorbed by the human body to carry cells. In different
tissue-engineering scaffolds, cellulose-based hydrogels are particularly interesting because
their structures are similar to extracellular matrix, which can provide a humid environment
and porous structure. In addition, hydrogel has the ability of hydration healing, and has
appropriate oxygen permeability and antibacterial properties. At the same time, it absorbs
wound exudates, prevents bacterial infection, improves epithelial formation, and provides
an environment for tissue regeneration [115]. Cellulose and its derivatives have excellent
mechanical properties and high water absorption, and contain a large number of hydroxyl
groups, which is conducive to forming composite hydrogels with other polymers or small
molecules, and are good scaffold materials for tissue engineering.

Shefa et al [116] prepared physically hydrogen-bonded cross-linked TOCN polyvinyl
alcohol (PVA) curcumin (Cur) by the freeze thaw method. The hydrogel can release Cur
with antibacterial, anti-inflammatory, and antioxidant functions to promote wound healing.
It can be seen that the wound-healing mechanism of hydrogel in Figure 10 occurs at
different stages. After two weeks of hydrogel treatment, there was the obvious formation
of new epidermis and granulation tissue in the defect area, and collagen fibers gathered
near the defect area, indicating that TOCN-PVA-Cur hydrogel can effectively promote
wound healing.
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Huang et al. [117] used lignocellulose as the raw material to prepare CNC through
sulfuric acid hydrolysis, and then prepared dialdehyde-modified CNC through periodic
acid oxidation. A novel nanocomposite hydrogel was constructed by the combining flexible
carboxymethyl chitosan (CMC) chain and rigid carboxymethyl chitosan (DAC NC) chain
through dynamic cross-linking. The gel has high self-healing efficiency, high injectivity,
good mechanical strength, and a balanced swelling rate. In addition, amino acid will
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cause the decomposition of the hydrogel, so it can be dissolved in amino acid solution as
required, so that they can be removed painlessly when changing wound dressings. In vivo
experiments showed that the injectable self-healing hydrogel was effective in treating deep
second-degree burn wounds without scar formation. L929 cells (mouse fibroblasts) were
cultured with hydrogel G/THPZB/Fe designed by Li et al. [118]. The membrane skeleton
and morphology were long and spindle-shaped under confocal microscope, which proved
that it had cell adhesion, thus promoting the proliferation of L929 cells. Hydrogels can also
improve the microenvironment of wounds and regulate the secretion of cell differentiation
and growth-related factors.

7. Conclusions

Over the past few decades, remarkable progress has been made in the field of bioma-
terials, especially in the development of novel antimicrobial materials. Cellulose-based
antibacterial hydrogels, as a new biomaterial, have been garnered widespread interest for
their unique advantages and potential. Cellulose is a kind of natural polymer material with
extensive sources and abundant reserves. It is non-toxic and harmless to the human body,
does not cause an immune reaction, and has the advantages of having a low cost, stable
mechanical properties, good water absorption, and water retention, making cellulose the
most suitable for the antibacterial role of hydrogel carrier. Firstly, the preparation method
of cellulose-based hydrogel was discussed. Two main methods of chemical and physical
cross-linking are introduced. The chemical modification of cellulose is mainly through
esterification, free radical polymerization, addition reaction, etc. Physical cross-linking
mainly uses the unique properties of natural cellulose, such as hydrogen bonding and
hydrophobic interactions, to form hydrogels with antibacterial properties. Secondly, the
application and characteristics of several typical cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels
were summarized, including supported metal nanoparticles, metal oxide nanoparticles,
and so on. The application of cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels in wound dressing,
tissue engineering, and bone tissue was reviewed in detail. However, with the continu-
ous deepening and development of research technology, and the emergence of bacterial
resistance due to the overuse of antibiotics, cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels must
have new biomedical functions such as a higher antibacterial ability, promoting tissue
regeneration and wound healing to solve these problems. Despite the significant advan-
tages of cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels in terms of antibacterial properties, their
practical application still faces some challenges, for example, how to further improve its
antibacterial performance, how to achieve large-scale production and application, how to
ensure long-term stability and safety. With the increasing demand for biological materials,
we believe that cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels will play an increasingly important
role in medical, environmental protection, food, and other fields. For example, it can be
used to prepare antibacterial dressings, biosensors, environmental purification materials,
etc. At the same time, we also expect more research to focus on improving its antibacterial
performance, achieving large-scale production and application, and ensuring long-term
stability and safety. Therefore, we believe that cellulose-based antibacterial hydrogels will
be more widely used, and more in-depth research should be conducted in the future.
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