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Abstract: A compact OCT device and a method for image reconstruction are described. The proposed
algorithm contains a novel procedure for motion artifact suppression based on a correction of the
phase of the original interferometric signal due to the mutual correlation of adjacent A-scans. This
procedure corrects distortions caused by unwanted displacements of the probe relative to the object
in real time at a speed of up to 3 mm/s and an image acquisition rate of 20 B-scans per second. All
processing is performed in real time using only the CPU, allowing the device to be controlled from a
consumer-grade laptop or compact PC without the need for a discrete GPU. Due to its compact size,
the device can be used in the conditions of an ENT examination room or operating room and can be
freely moved to another room without the help of additional personnel, if necessary.

Keywords: optical coherence tomography; motion artifacts; otoscopic imaging; middle ear diagnostics

1. Introduction

This paper discusses problems associated with the creation of an otoscopic optical
coherence tomography system. This system is a prototype for a new medical diagnostic
device designed to study the tympanic cavity of the human ear in vivo. The aim is to obtain
a 3D image of the eardrum.

This system is based on the spectral domain optical coherence tomography (SDOCT)
method [1,2]. The main application area of SDOCT is visualization of the internal structure
of near-surface biological tissues. SDOCT uses low-power broadband optical probing
radiation in the near-infrared range. The radiation is scattered on the inhomogeneities of
the tissues being studied. The backscattered part of the radiation is recorded interferometri-
cally. The optical spectrum of the interference signal is then mathematically processed to
synthesize an image that corresponds to the spatial distribution of backscattering inhomo-
geneities inside the object under study. The low power of the probing radiation ensures the
non-invasiveness of a study.

A specific feature of the otoscopic application of SDOCT is the large range (>4 mm)
and the possible high speed of the mutual movement of the probe and the object when
searching for a zone of interest. The large mutual velocity of movement can be the cause
of “mirror” artifacts on the SDOCT image. Here, we propose and describe a method for
processing SDOCT signals to suppress artifacts of this kind.

2. Scheme and Operating Procedure for the SDOCT Otoscopic System

The photo image of the base block and the handheld probe of our SDOCT otoscopic
system are shown in Figure 1.

A schematic diagram for the SDOCT otoscopic system is shown in Figure 2.
The interferometric circuit and the lateral scan system based on a microelectromechan-

ical mirror are placed inside the handheld probe. In addition, the video camera (true color
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HD 1280 × 720 1/4′′′ 30 fps CCD array from Shenzhen HQCAM electronic Technology
Co., Ltd, Shenzhen, China) with a USB 2.0 interface and home-built optics and LED (eight
pcs 0402 size diodes in two groups of different temperature colors) backlight are located
inside the handheld probe. This camera performs auxiliary and additional functions. The
LED backlight and output optical elements are arranged inside a standard disposable
ear speculum.
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Figure 1. The base block and the handheld probe of the SDOCT otoscopic system.

The central wavelength of the probing radiation in this SDOCT system is ~1.3 µm
(SLD1021, Thorlabs, Newton, NJ, USA).

The probe [3] provides a transverse resolution of ~20 µm. It is connected with an
electro-optical cable to the base block of the SDOCT system, in which there is a power
supply, a source of probing radiation, a data acquisition and control module [4,5], and a
spectrometer [6,7]. The spectrometer is based on a T-1200-1310 (LightSmyth, Eugene, OR,
USA) grating with a line density of 1200 lines mm−1 and has a recording bandwidth of
80 nm. Equidistancy correction of the registration of spectral components is carried out
using a combined corrector [8] based on custom-made elements (Nanyang Jingliang Optical
Technology Corp., Nanyang, China). The optical spectrum is recorded using an SU-512LDB-
1.7T1 linear photodetector array (Goodrich, Charlotte, NC, USA). The bandwidth-limited
spatial resolution of the base unit is 11 mm; the maximum range of imaging in depth in one
frame is 3.2 mm. The data acquisition rate of the spectrometer is about 20,000 A-scans/s.
The whole imaging area size for the used SDOCT is ~4.5 × 4.5 × 4.5 mm3 obtained in
512 × 512 × 512 voxels of OCT data.

Processing, control, and visualization functions are performed using a standard per-
sonal computer, with which the base block of the SDOCT system is connected using a USB
2.0 interface.

The procedure for the user of this SDOCT otoscopic system is as follows. First, the user
must find an area of interest. To do this, the user moves the disposable ear speculum, fixed
at the distal end of the hand probe, along the external auditory canal of the patient. At the
same time, the SDOCT system continuously synthesizes and visualizes the corresponding
central tomographic slice in real time. Having found the area of interest, the user turns on
the 3D scanning mode, trying to keep the probe motionless. The SDOCT system synthesizes
and renders a sequence of tomographic slices that together make up a 3D voxel image.
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Figure 2. A schematic diagram showing the SDOCT otoscopic system. 1—LED backlight;
2—collimating lens; 3—partially transparent mirror; 4—scanning mirror; 5—focusing element;
6—dichroic mirror; 7—magnifier; 8—standard ear speculum; 9—exit window; 10—surface of the
eardrum; 11—prism; 12—reference arm reflector with modulated length; 13—mirror; 14—USB video
camera assembly; 15—probing radiation source; 16—fiber circulator; 17—data acquisition and con-
trol module; 18—collimating element with fiber-optic interface; 19—mirror; 20—diffraction grating;
21—components of a composite prism corrector; 22—focusing element; 23—line scan sensor.

3. Real-Time Visualization Routine for the Region-of-Interest Search

The procedure used to search for an area of interest is a rather complicated and very
important stage. In the search mode, the user should be continuously provided with visual
information about the current position of the probe with minimal delay. This is important
to ensure the interactivity of user actions.

This task should be solved using the computing power of an embedded mobile CPU
for image synthesis and visualization procedures. This is necessary for further modification
of the otoscopic SDOCT system in a compact form with an embedded computer.

3.1. Using the Built-In Video Camera

The user can control the current position of the probe from images that the built-in
video camera broadcasts in real time. The optical elements of the probe are configured in
such a way that the focus position of the video camera coincides with the middle of the
SDOCT imaging volume. An example video image of the eardrum captured with a built-in
video camera is shown as a single frame in Figure 3.

The horizontal line in the video image indicates the position of a current tomographic slice.
The presence of the built-in video camera additionally makes it possible to use this

SDOCT system as a standard video otoscope.
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3.2. Real-Time Methods for SDOCT Image Synthesis

Practice shows that video visualization is not enough to accurately determine and
stabilize the desired position of the probe. To find the area of interest and hold the probe
still, the user must see the image of the current tomographic slice in real time.

Let us consider several methods for synthesizing SDOCT images.
In our SDOCT system, a line scan sensor registers the result of interference between

reference radiation and radiation backscattered from inhomogeneities in the object. The
sequence of such data (sources of A-scans) can be represented as the sum of autocorrelation
and cross-correlation components [9] in the form:

In(ω) = An(ω) + Cn(ω)cos
(

2ωZ
c

+
πk
2

)
, (1)

where n is the current number of the A-scan in a continuous sequence since the start of the
scanning, Z is the optical difference between the path length of the reference and scattered
radiation, c is the speed of light, ω is the angular frequency of optical radiation, and k is
the remainder of the Euclidean division n/4. The additional phase shift πk

2 is the result of
the modulation of the reference radiation path length, which is used in the interferometric
scheme in Figure 2.

The autocorrelation component An(ω) can be considered constant for all n, i.e.,
An(ω) = A(ω). Therefore, the calculation for the backscattering index along the Z
coordinate can be obtained in the form of the Fourier transform [1] from the function
(In(ω)− A(ω)).

The raw data for the B-scan (2D SDOCT image) is represented as a two-dimensional
array with elements Iw,x. The index w is the corresponding element number of the linear
scanning sensor, or, in other words, the number of the corresponding spectral component of
the interference result. Index x is the number of the A-scan in the B-scan, which corresponds
to the horizontal coordinate in the 2D SDOCT image. If the B-scan is made up of N A-scans,
then the autocorrelation component can be calculated as:

Aw =
1
N

N−1

∑
x=0

Iw,x. (2)

In our opinion, this method for isolating the autocorrelation component is the most
effective. Compared to other methods [9–13], it does not require additional measurements
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or complex calculations, relies on a large amount of data, takes into account current factors
affecting the shape of the autocorrelation component (such as the spectral density of the
probing radiation and the sensitivity of the linear scanning sensor) and their changes.

Then, the simplest variant of SDOCT image synthesis can be represented with the
following transformations:

Îw,x = (Iw,x − Aw)Dw, (3)

FZ,x =
M−1

∑
w=0

Îw,xe−
2πi
M Zw. (4)

F̂Z,x = 20 log10(|FZ,x|+ 1). (5)

In Equation (4), M is the number of elements in the linear scan sensor (samples in
the A-scan). Therefore, in Equations (3)–(5), w = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, and
x = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.

In Equation (3), the multiplier Dw is designed to compensate for the unevenness in
the spectral density of the probing radiation and the unevenness in the spectral sensitivity
of the linear scanning sensor. An example of possible values for the multiplier Dw is shown
in Figure 4.
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Figure 4. An example of the multiplier Dw.

Note, that Dw is a subject of empiric matching, so it was not expressed analytically. The
shape of Dw corrects the impact of uneven sensitivity of photocells in an array, incomplete
decay in the spectral intensity of radiation at the edges of the spectral recording range, etc.

Figure 5 shows the result of such a calculation when scanning a test object in the form
of a matte silicone film ~0.3 mm thick glued to a rigid base with a double-sided adhesive
tape ~1 mm thick.

At the top of Figure 5a, we can see an OCT image of a silicone film. Below is located a
sticky tape, the lower border of which is not visible because of strong scattering—it is not
transparent enough.

The lower half of the image is a “mirror” reflection of the upper one. This is a typical
“mirror” artifact, which is a consequence of the Hermitian features of the Fourier image [9].
It has almost no effect on the SDOCT imaging of skin, mucous membranes, serous tissues,
and even for ophthalmic systems. For example, one can simply not display (crop) the lower
half of the image in this case (Figure 5a). However, the “mirror” artifact becomes a big
problem for the otoscopic SDOCT system. The fact is that the tympanic membrane is not
located orthogonally relative to the direction of the external auditory canal, i.e., relative to
the main direction of the probing beam. This situation is illustrated in Figure 5b.

Here, the surface of the same test object is largely not orthogonal to the direction of the
probing beam. The situation is complicated by the fact that, when moving the probe along
the direction of the probing beam, the “mirror” artifacts move in the opposite direction
relative to the main components of the image. This greatly hinders the search for the
desired area.
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It also should be borne in mind that in the otoscopic SDOCT system, the largest part
of the visualized volume is airspace. Thus, the scattering signal does not attenuate strongly
enough along the sensing direction. As a result, the recorded signal often exceeds the
range of the recorded depth determined using the spectral resolution of the receiving node.
This provokes a violation of the Nyquist–Shannon sampling theorem conditions [14–16]
and leads to the repeated appearance of an object in the visualization area during the
longitudinal movement of the probe.

Thus, the otoscopic SDOCT system requires a relatively large depth of visualization
and effective methods for suppressing “mirror” artifacts. To achieve this, it is possible to use
the modulation of the reference wave path length with the method described in [17]. This
variant of SDOCT image synthesis can be represented as the following transformations:

Fw,X =
N−1

∑
x=0

Iw,xe−
2πi
N xX , (6)

where w = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, x = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1, and X = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.

∼
I w,x =

Dw
N
2

N
2 −1

∑
X=0

D′X Fw,Xe
2πi
N
2

xX
, (7)

∼
FZ,x =

M−1

∑
w=0

∼
I w,xe−

2πi
M Zw, (8)

F̂Z,x = 20 log10

(∣∣∣∣∼FZ,x

∣∣∣∣+ 1
)

, (9)

where w = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, x = 0, 1, . . . , N
2 − 1, and X = 0, 1, . . . , N

2 − 1.
In Equation (7), the multiplier D′X allows Fourier filtering of coherent interference and

the autocorrelation component. An example of possible values for the multiplier D′X is
shown in Figure 6.
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Note that D′x and Dw are subject to empiric matching, so they were not expressed
analytically. The shape of D′x depends on the technical features of the specific instance of
the SDOCT system in use and corrects the impact of radio-technical noises and spurious
(induced) signals, suppressing some spurious reflection responses in the optical circuit.

Figure 7 shows the result of SDOCT image synthesis using transformations (6)–(9).
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Thus, it is possible to achieve the suppression of “mirror” artifacts.
Since, for this SDOCT system, M = 29 and N = 210, the discrete Fourier transform

in the Formulas (4), (6) and (8) can be replaced with the fast Fourier transform (FFT) and
the transformation in Formula (7) can be replaced with the inverse fast Fourier transform
(IFFT) [18,19].

3.3. Method for the Suppression of “Mirror” Artifacts

In the process of searching for the area of interest, the probe may be moved razer
fast along the direction of the probing beam. In such conditions, Equation (1) may lose
its validity since ω becomes dependent on the speed of the probe movement due to the
Doppler effect [20]. As a result, in the image synthesized using transformations (6)–(9), a
partial appearance of “mirror” artifacts and suppression of the true image occur.

To solve this problem, we propose a novel method that uses a partial mutual correlation
between neighboring A-scans due to their partial mutual overlap. The mutual overlap of
neighboring A-scans is illustrated in Figure 8.

This method offers a way to separate the true and “mirror” components of a tomo-
graphic image, taking into account the fact that when the probe moves, the phase shift in
these components occurs in opposite directions. This makes it possible to adjust the phase
of corresponding image elements in opposite ways. In the Fourier domain, the “mirror”
components of the tomogram can be stabilized in the region of negative spatial frequencies
and then suppressed using the Hilbert transform [21] and Fourier filtering.
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At the first stage of transformations, we calculate the Fourier image of the cross-
correlation component of the source signal in the form:

∼
FZ,x = FFTw→Z(Iw,x − Aw), (10)

where w = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, and x = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.
This is followed by the calculation of complex values to determine the phase difference

between adjacent A-scans:

F̆Z,x =
∼
FZ,x−1

∼
F
∗
Z,x, (11)

where Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, x = 1, 2, . . . , N− 1, and
∼
F
∗
Z,x is the result of complex conjugation

of the value of
∼
FZ,x.

The result of the transformation (11) can be used to calculate binary coefficients, which
are intended for marking true and “mirror” elements of the tomographic image.

pZ,0 = 0, pZ,x =

{
1 i f Im

(
F̆Z,x

)
≥ 0

0 i f Im
(

F̆Z,x
)
< 0

, nZ,0 = 0, nZ,x =

{
0 i f Im

(
F̆Z,x

)
≥ 0

1 i f Im
(

F̆Z,x
)
< 0

, (12)

where Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1 and x = 1, 2, . . . , N − 1. The procedures (12) describe a criterion
that determines whether a given image element is more true or “mirror”.

Then, the corresponding phase differences and their cumulative values can be calcu-
lated as:

∆ϕ+
x = arg

(
M−1

∑
Z=0

F̆Z,x pZ,x

)
− π

2
, ∆ϕ−x = arg

(
M−1

∑
Z=0

F̆Z,xnZ,x

)
+

π

2
, (13)

ϕ+
0 = 0, ϕ+

x = ϕ+
x−1 + ∆ϕ+

x , ϕ−0 = 0, ϕ−x = ϕ−x−1 + ∆ϕ−x , (14)

where x = 1, 2, . . . , N − 1. The transformations (13) take into account the phase difference
determined using the modulation of the reference radiation path length.

The obtained values can be used for the corresponding phase correction in the form of:

FZ,x =
∼
FZ,xe−i(ϕ+

x pZ,x+ϕ−x nZ,x), (15)

where Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1 and x = 1, 2, . . . , N − 1.
The following sequence of Fourier transforms is necessary to implement the Hilbert

transform and Fourier filtering:

TZ,X = FFTx→X
(

FZ,x
)
, (16)

where Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, x = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1, and X = 0, 1, . . . , N − 1.

Nw,X = IFFTZ→w(TZ,X), (17)
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T̂Z,X = FFTw→Z(Nw,XDw), (18)

F̂Z,x = 20 log10
(∣∣IFFTX→x

(
TZ,XD′X

)∣∣+ 1
)
, (19)

where w = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, Z = 0, 1, . . . , M− 1, x = 0, 1, . . . , N
2 − 1, and X = 0, 1, . . . , N

2 − 1.
Here, the Hilbert transformation is performed due to the fact that the transformation

(16) is carried out for N samples and the transformations (17)–(19) for N/2 samples. Thus,
the formation of an analytical signal is carried out, in which the mirror components are
suppressed. In addition, this sequence of forward and inverse Fourier transforms is
performed in order to use the filtering multipliers Dw and D′X in the corresponding Fourier
domain. The logarithm of the module for the final transformation in Equation (19) is
necessary to convert complex values into actual values for the brightness of the tomographic
image corresponding to the scale in decibels.

3.4. Comparative Evaluation of the Suppression of “Mirror” Artifacts

An experiment was performed to evaluate the effectiveness of transformations
(10)–(19). The results are shown in Figure 9. The source raw data were recorded at
different speeds of longitudinal movement of the test object. Then they were subjected to
transformations (6)–(9) and (10)–(19).
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The speed of movement of the test object was estimated as follows. The depth of the
visualized volume was measured by registering reflections from a test object mounted
on a platform with a micrometer and moved using this micrometer along the direction
of the probing beam. The test object was attached to the center of the acoustic speaker
membrane. This membrane carried out longitudinal sinusoidal oscillations. This SDOCT
system recorded and visualized the corresponding sequence of B-scans. The frequency
and amplitude of the membrane oscillations were set using a laboratory generator. Thus,
knowing the amplitude of the membrane vibrations and the frequency of B-scans, it is
possible to match the instantaneous speed of movement of the test object with sufficient
accuracy to each B-scan.

The experiment demonstrated that the proposed method successfully suppressed
“mirror” artifacts in a certain range of longitudinal movement speeds with minimal distor-
tion in the true image. The method for SDOCT image synthesis proved to be useful at the
stage of searching for an area of interest.

4. The Result of 3D Visualization of the Eardrum

The SDOCT image synthesis procedure using transformations (10)–(19) does not
distort the true image at the stage of the 3D scanning process. At the same time, the
structure of mathematical manipulations in the proposed method allows them to be used
within the framework of the asynchronous parallel computing method described in [22],
which provides high-quality 3D visualization in real time. Figure 10 shows an example of
the application of this SDOCT image synthesis method as part of the otoscopic SDOCT
system. The data for Figure 10 were taken in a seated position, holding the probe in hand
without any additional mounting accessories.
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5. Discussion

The proposed SDOCT system shows a high rate of data acquisition—12 s for a 3D
dataset. The reconstructed tomography 3D data contains a 512 × 521 × 512 voxel array,
corresponding to a 4.5 × 4.5 × 4.5 mm volume of the medium under investigation (in the
air). All the data are reconstructed online synchronously with image acquisition. All image
distortions caused by both coherent noises and errors due to physiologic displacements
(tremor, pulse, respiration, small random displacements) are also corrected in real time
while the image is calculated.

The imperfection of the device and its software, which the operator has to put up with,
is the insufficient effectiveness for suppressing the “mirror” component (one of the types
of coherent artifacts that manifests itself in the form of a symmetrical structure relative to
the center of the image) of the signal at a relatively high speed of movement of the probe
relative to the object under study.

This is a fundamental limitation determined by the effective bandwidth of the received
signal. However, the manifestations of distortions arising from the violation of the phase
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relationships between the signal components at speeds above the critical ones (in the
described device and using the proposed calculation method—3 mm/s) do not affect the
ability to navigate and search for the target area, subject to minimal training and experience
of the operator.

The time for obtaining a full 3D image in the described device (12 s) is short enough
to allow the OCT scanning procedure to be performed under the conditions of a standard
otoscopic examination without the use of anesthesia or special restraints. The light abut-
ment of the ear speculum to the wall of the external auditory canal, in combination with
the fixation of the operator’s hand on the external bones of the skull, provides a sufficient
level of stability in the relative position of the probe and the object under study so that
the proposed algorithm effectively suppresses the effect of residual displacements. This
is convincingly shown in Figure 10, which was obtained in a sitting position, holding
the probe in hand without any additional fixing devices. Moreover, the compact size of
the device makes it possible to use it in the conditions of an ENT examination room or
operating room/dressing room and freely move it, if necessary, to another room without
the help of additional personnel.

Thus, the presented device can significantly expand the diagnostic potential of the
ENT cabinet with the introduction of an easy-to-use, highly sensitive instrument that allows
diagnosing otitis media with effusion [3,23,24] (with an accuracy that exceeds currently
used methods, without the involvement of additional specialists), as well as biofilms [25]
and other pathologies in the middle ear [26,27], including tympanic membrane retractions,
thickening, and thinning [28].

In this regard, it should be noted that the use of optimization of computing processes
and compact elements of the optical fiber circuit made it possible to implement a device
that can be transported effortlessly by one person and occupies minimum working space,
which is important both for organizing a workplace in an ENT office and for the mobility of
the device as a whole. This favorably distinguishes the described device from a number of
known analogs mentioned in [29–32], without affecting its diagnostic potential. At the same
time, it should be noted that there are some reports on compact devices [26,33,34]. The
presented device has all the advantages of a compact device, but it allows for obtaining 3D
images. This, in our opinion, significantly increases its sensitivity in terms of the detection
of transparent effusions [35].

It should be noted that the use of OCT for otoscopic diagnostics has some limitations.
Since patient safety is achieved using standard disposable specula supplied in sterile
packaging, all the contraindications for otoscopic examination using standard ear speculum
are also contraindications for OCT diagnostics using the presented device. For the rest, the
device may be used in a wide range of clinical environments. Since the speculum can be
inserted into the probe tip directly from the packaging, which eliminates the need for the
clinician to come into contact with its surface, the OCT examination may be provided in any
ENT office or temporal office (including screening employees of the enterprise or students
of middle/junior school). Furthermore, the device can be used to a limited extent in an
operating room environment, provided that specialized sterile sleeves and shells are used
to cover non-sterilizable parts of the equipment. The output power of the probing radiation
and half-illumination does not exceed the values established with the ANSI standard.
From the point of view of recording OCT data, the necessary requirement is the absence
of significant tremors in the patient or involuntary significant displacements of the head
during the diagnostic process. Small shifts and physiologically determined movements
(pulse, respiration, vestibular movements) are effectively corrected using the proposed
algorithm and do not affect the accuracy of the reproduced data. A certain difficulty is
represented by dense sulfur plugs, which leads to the recommendation to conduct a toilet
of the external auditory canal before the OCT diagnostic procedure.
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6. Conclusions

The developed system allows the acquisition of SDOCT images of biological ob-
jects with the implementation of a full spectrally conditioned scanning depth at a rate of
20,000 partially correlated A-scans per second. The image reconstruction algorithm contains
a novel procedure for motion artifact suppression based on a correction of the phase of the
original interferometric signal due to the partial mutual correlation between neighboring
A-scans due to their partial mutual overlap. This procedure corrects distortions caused by
unwanted displacements of the probe relative to the object in real time at a speed of up to
3 mm/s and an image acquisition rate of 20 B-scans per second.

This makes it possible to obtain, with real-time processing, images of the human
tympanic cavity at a size of 4.5 × 4.5 × 4.5 mm with an effective resolution of 10 µm in
depth and 20 µm in the transverse direction in 12 s. This time is acceptable for performing
the SDOCT imaging procedure using the routine ENT examination mode in a sitting
position without the use of anesthesia or special restraints. Random displacements arising
in this case between the probe and the object under study are also corrected in real time
using the processing algorithm, so the acquired image contains no distortion caused
by them.

In the search mode, in which the operator detects the target, the movement of the
probe relative to the object may exceed the critical speed (in the described device and using
the proposed calculation method—3 mm/s). In this case, a mirror artifact is visualized on
the displayed OCT image. However, with minimal training, this does not affect either the
efficiency of the probe installation or the quality of the data recorded afterward.

All processing is performed in real time using only the CPU, allowing the device
to be controlled using a consumer-grade laptop or compact PC without the need for a
discrete GPU. Due to its compact size, the device can be used in the conditions of an ENT
examination room or operating room/dressing room and freely moved, if necessary, to
another room without the help of additional personnel.
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