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Abstract: As a function of a circular polarization beam splitter (CPBS), combining a linear polarization
beam splitter with a quarter-wave plate results in a polarization error in a circular polarization fiber-
optic circuit. To relieve the error, chiral dual-core photonic crystal fiber (DC-PCF) is investigated as
a kind of an efficient circular polarization beam splitter by using the chiral plane-wave expansion
(PWE) method. On the basis of the competitive effect in polarization and coupling length between
the circular asymmetry of the structure and the chirality of the medium, the effects of the structure
and the chirality are analyzed. The numerical results demonstrate that a CPBS needs the weak
circular asymmetry in its structure and a relatively stronger chirality of the medium. Then, a kind
of CPBS based on chiral DC-PCF is designed with weaker chirality, with a central wavelength
of 1.55 µm. The simulation shows the superior performance of having a shorter coupling length
and a higher extinction ratio. Furthermore, the dual-wavelength of 1.55 µm and 1.30 µm with
left-circular polarization can further be separated by the corresponding chiral DC-PCF. The results
show promising applications for the circular polarized multiplexer/demultiplexer in fiber laser
communication systems.

Keywords: chiral photonic crystal fiber; circular polarization beam splitter; fiber-optical element

1. Introduction

Dual-core photonic crystal fiber (DC-PCF), as a kind of beam splitter that can split
beams with different polarizations or wavelengths, has gradually attracted more and
more attention thanks to the composition of its having only one material and its unusual
properties, such as tailored coupling length (CL), spectral bandwidth and extinction ratio
(ER) [1–5], and it can be applied in circuits for fiber laser communication, optical integration
and sensing. According to the polarization states of light, the devices can be classified
into linearly polarized beam splitters (LPBSs) and circularly polarized beam splitters
(CPBSs), which can respectively separate the orthogonally linearly [1–5] and oppositely
circularly polarized light [6]. Generally, the LPBSs can be realized by introducing orthogonal
asymmetry, named circular asymmetry (geometric anisotropy or distribution of materials),
into a cross section of the fiber, such as the air hole’s or core’s position [1–3], size [2–8],
shape [9,10] or holes filled with some liquid or multiple materials [4,11–16], and applied in
the linearly polarized system to suppress the polarization error or noise [17,18]. Because of
the inherent defects, such as the polarization axis’s imperfectly aligning during welding
and stress caused by extrusion or stretching in practical applications, the polarization error
and noise would inevitably occur [17,18]. Research results demonstrate that polarization
error and noise can be suppressed, even eliminated, by using a circularly polarized optical
fiber system [19–21], since the circular birefringence can suppress the linear one in spun
optical fiber for higher spun rates [22]. However, the polarization axis’s imperfectly
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aligning still remains owing to the use of all-fiber quarter-wave plates and LPBSs as
all-fiber CPBSs [19–21]. In fact, in the process of producing circularly polarized light, the
quarter-wave plates can also introduce the error because of the imperfect interception;
however, the CPBS can split the linearly polarized (LP) light to right-handed circularly
polarized (RCP) and left-handed circularly polarized (LCP) ones without any additional
devices or procedures because the LP light can be viewed as a combination of RCP and
LCP ones. Thus, it is necessary to study all-fiber CPBSs formed by the circular polarization–
maintaining fibers.

In general, the circular polarization–maintaining fibers can employ chiral
structures [6,22–26] or chiral mediums [27–31] that have axial rotation (twisted or spi-
ral) and/or optical activity [22,23,30,31], namely structurally and dielectrically chiral fiber,
where the operation wavelength is far less and much larger than the chiral object in size.
The former, which has the helically twisted or spun structure, forms a kind of chiral fiber
or chiral fiber grating because of the different twist angle [22–26], which can support one
or two-paired circularly polarized modes. Theoretical research results demonstrate that
the twisted DC-PCF can be viewed as an all-fiber CPBS, whereas fabricated technology for
undergoing symmetric distortions in twisting and drawing poses a challenge [6]. For the
latter, theoretical studies have demonstrated that they can support the circularly polarized
modes with single- and multicore [27–31], in which a left-handed polarization beam can be
leaked by single-polarization single-mode fiber that can be the manufactured as an ordinary
PCF [28]. Recently, as a kind of CPBS, the dielectrically chiral DC-PCF can separate the
oppositely circularly polarized light with stronger chirality strength [32]; however, its
coupling length is very long. Therefore, in this paper, we will focus on the dielectrically
chiral DC-PCF CPBS to optimize its structural parameters for short CL and decrease the
dependence on the chirality of the medium.

In this paper, as a kind of CPBS, the dielectrically chiral DC-PCF is first considered with
a shorter distance between the two cores. Given the application in practice, the operation
wavelengths are selected as 1.55 µm and 1.30 µm, which are easy to be emitted by lasers,
such as a quantum dot laser, a fiber laser, a superluminescent diode laser, and so on [33–38],
and the fiber can achieve propagation with zero dispersion or near-zero dispersion for the
two band [39–41]. Using the chiral plane-wave expansion (PWE) method [27], the effects
of the circular asymmetry of the structure and the chirality of the medium are analyzed.
From the competition between the circular asymmetry of structure and the chirality of the
medium in polarization and CL, a shorter PCF CPBS with a weaker chirality is obtained
by optimizing the geometry parameters. Then, as a kind of multiplexer/demultiplexer for
circularly polarized (CP) beams is discussed, and the numerical results show that it can
split beams at the dual-wavelengths of 1.55 µm and 1.30 µm that are widely used in fiber
laser communication systems.

2. Model and Analysis

In order to obtain the shorter CL, having strong coupling between cores is necessary [1].
Hence, the chiral DC-PCF with a shorter distance between the two cores is considered, as
shown in Figure 1, where the two defects (A and B) denote the dual cores; their distance
is 2Λ, and Λ and d, respectively, represent the lattice constant and diameter in the air
holes. The darker part is annotated as the chiral medium, and the white holes are the air
ones. The tailored holes of the diameter of are, respectively, D1 and D2, which can deter-
mine the modal linearly birefringence of the fiber to tailor the CL and the corresponding
polarization states.
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Figure 1. The schematic diagram of a chiral DC-PCF.

Generally, the fiber has high birefringence when D1/d and D2/d are larger/less than
unity; the higher the birefringence, the shorter the CLs. Additionally, when D1/d = 1 and
D2/d = 1, the fiber is identical to a conventional DC-PCF, which has slight birefringence
because of the asymmetry of the structure. To reduce the dependence on the chirality of
the medium, the birefringence should not be too large, because of the competitive effect
between the asymmetry of the structure and the chirality of the medium in polarization
and CL [32].

The Drude–Born–Fedorov’s constitutive relations for the chiral medium, which are
employed with D = ε0εr(E + ξ∇ × E) and B = µ0µr(H + ξ∇ × H), are chosen [28]. ξ
represents the chirality strength characterized by its specific rotatory power δ of the medium
through δ = −k2n2, where k and n, respectively, denote the wavenumber in a vacuum and
the average refractive index of the medium. Hence, the air can be viewed as a chiral
medium with δ = 0 (achiral medium).

The coupling characteristics of a chiral DC-PCF are investigated through the chiral
plane-wave expansion (PWE) method [27]
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Because polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA) can be doped with a chiral medium or
synthesized with a chiral copolymer polymer used to draw polymer PCF [42–44], PMMA-
doped griseofulvin is chosen as the chiral background of the DC-PCF in the simulation [44],
where the chirality can be introduced by griseofulvin with the solution-doping tech-
nique [43]. Further, more dilute dopant hardly affects the material dispersion of PMMA, so
the formula of material dispersion can be described by the pure PMMA:

n2 − 1 =
3

∑
i=1

Aiλ
2/(λ2 − l2

i ) (2)

where A1 = 0.4963, l1 = 71.8 nm, A2 = 0.6965, l2 = 117.4 nm, A3 = 0.3223 and l3 = 9237 nm [42].
The optical rotatory dispersion could be expressed by the empirical Boltzmann formula:
δ0 = B1/λ2 + B2/λ4, where B1 = 1.46 × 104◦·nm4/mm and B2 = 1.82 × 1010◦·nm4/mm
are employed [44]. In this paper, the interesting wavelength is fixed at 1.55 µm, and the
corresponding specific rotatory power is δ0 = 0.0092◦/mm.

The normalized third Stokes parameter S with weighted intensity is selected for the
chiral single-core PCFs [28,29]:

S3 =
x

core
s3|Et|2dS/

x

core
|Et|2dS (3)

S3 ranges from −1 to +1, where negative and positive signs, respectively, indicate
right-handed polarized (RHP) and left-handed polarized (LHP) states. The |S3| closer
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to unity means purer right-/left-handed CP (RCP/LCP) ones, and S3 = 0 represents the
linearly polarized (LP) one. To ensure that the modes are CP, for convenience, the value of
S3 corresponding to the CL is defined as:

S = (S3ei + S3oi)/2 i = r, l (4)

where r and l, respectively, mean RHP and LHP modes and S3ei and S3oi, respectively,
denote the polarization states of the even and odd i-modes. The |S| for the traditionally
circular polarization–maintaining fiber approximately equals to 0.96; thus, the case of
|S| > 0.96 is viewed as a purer CP state, in this paper [26].

The CL with i-modes of chiral DC-FCF is defined as [6,32]

LCi =
π∣∣βei − βoi

∣∣ = λ

2
∣∣nei − noi

∣∣ (5)

where βei, βoi and nei, noi, respectively, indicate the paired propagation constants and the
corresponding effective indices of the even and odd i-modes. λ is the working wavelength
of light in a vacuum.

Because the length of the coupler is short, the transmission loss can be ignored. Ac-
cording to the coupling equation, when a fundamental i-mode power PAi_in is inputted
into core A, after propagating a distance L, the output powers PAi_out in the output port A;
thus, normalized output powers PAi can be calculated as follows [6,32]:

PAi =
PAi_out
PAi_in

= cos2
(

πL
2LCi

)
(6)

In order to completely split the RHP and LHP light, the total physical length L of the
PBS must satisfy the sufficient condition L = mLCr = nLCl, where LCr and LCl, respectively,
represent the CLs for the RHP and LHP modes and where m and n are positive integers
with opposite parity. Therefore, the coupling length ratio (CLR) is defined as follows [6,32]:

CLR =
LCr
LCl

=
n
m

(7)

From the above analysis, it is important to obtain an appropriate CLR. The extinction
ratio (ER) characterizes the split ability of light for opposite handedness at the identical
output port when both the RCP and LCP beams have the same power incidence to the
identical input port [6,32], and it is defined as

ER =

∣∣∣∣10lg
PAr
PAl

∣∣∣∣ (8)

where PAr and PAi are, respectively, the normalized output powers for RHP and LHP
light in the identical output port. The larger the value of |ER|, the more thorough the
split ability for RHP and LHP light and the better performance of the PBS. The |ER| = 0
indicates that they cannot be separated at all, because the output powers at the identical
output port for the two polarized light are the same.

3. Simulation and Discussion

Generally, the lattice constant determines the spacing between the two cores and plays
an essential role in the coupling effect. Thus, the effects of the lattice constant are first
investigated, as shown in Figure 2, in which d, D2/d and δ are employed as 0.4Λ, 1 and
1000δ0, respectively, and D1/d are, respectively, chosen as 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6. In the figure, the
same color denotes the characteristics for the fiber with an identical D1/d, in which the
solid and dotted lines respectively indicate the RHP and LHP modes.
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Figure 2. The variation relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c) with Λ.

It is clear that all the CLs lengthen with an increase in the Λ (as reference [32]), in which
the CL of r-modes is longer than that of the l-modes for the paired CLs owing to the right
chirality of the medium, and all their differences first increase and then decrease. In the
region of the small Λ, the paired CLs lengthen and the difference enlarges with an increase
in D1/d or Λ thanks to the effect of the (orthogonal) asymmetry. As Λ increases, the CLs
lengthen, which is caused by the larger space between the two cores, and because of the
circular asymmetry of the cross section, the difference further enlarges. Additionally, with a
further increase in Λ, all the mode fields would be localized in the core area where the effect
of the orthogonal asymmetry reduces; the effect of chirality effect relatively strengthens; and
the paired CLs and their difference lessens, in which the paired CLs decrease and increase
for r- and l-modes, respectively. As shown in Figure 2b, the corresponding CLRs first
increase and then decrease, in which the maximum values of 1.341, 1.538 and 1.612 emerge
at Λ = 4.0 µm, Λ = 3.3 µm and Λ = 3.0 µm for D1/d = 1.4, D1/d = 1.5 and D1/d = 1.6,
respectively. A comparison of Figure 2b,c shows that the corresponding S can be obtained
with 0.9166/−0.9161, 0.7393/−0.7385 and 0.5726/−0.5719, which means that the larger
circular asymmetry of the structure introduced by the larger D1/d leads to a reduction
in the paired |S| and an increase in their difference, whereas the paired CLs relatively
shorten for the larger D1/d.

In addition, the |S| rise with an increase in the Λ or a decrease in the D1/d. This
demonstrates that the realization of CPBS requires increasing the chirality of the medium or
decreasing the circular asymmetry of the structure to find a moderate value, such as D1/d =
1.4, where LCr = 28.30 mm and LCl = 21.10 mm, in this case, such that the corresponding
CLR can approach to 4/3 by further increasing Λ or δ and ensure that |S| > 0.96, and the
corresponding whole length of the PBS may be 80 mm or longer. Thus, its length would
be longer than the ordinary LPBS unless there is a medium with stronger chirality and a
larger circular asymmetry in its structure, such as the larger D1/d.

Because the closer the core spacing is, the shorter the CL is and the weaker the effect
of chirality [32], a smaller lattice constant with Λ = 2.0 µm and stronger chirality with
δ = 5000δ0 are considered, as shown in Figure 3, in which the relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b)
and Ss (c) with D1/d are exhibited, where d is 0.4Λ and D2/d are, respectively, chosen as 1,
1.4 and 1.6. The same color denotes the fiber with identical D2/d, in which the solid and
dotted lines respectively indicate the r- and l-modes.

All the paired CLs lengthen with an increase in the D1/d and a decrease in the D2/d,
and their tendencies are the same, in which the CL of the r-modes is longer than that of
the corresponding l-modes (see Figure 2a); the paired CLs first bifurcate slowly thanks to
the smaller circular asymmetry of the structure (D1/d < 1.2), and then, with an increase
in the circular asymmetry of the structure (D1/d > 1.2), the bifurcations rapidly enlarge
and decrease after they have reached the maximum. As shown in Figure 3b, the CLRs first
slowly rise in the range of D1/d < 1.2, then increase rapidly within 1.2 < D1/d < 1.6 and
decrease in the case of 1.75 < D1/d.
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From Figure 3c, one can see that all the |S| always lessens with an increase in D1/d,
except in the case of D1/d = 1, in which |S| = 1 at D1/d = 1 indicates the weakest circular
asymmetry of the structure, and whether D1/d > 1 or D1/d < 1, the value of D1/d away
from unity means that the circular asymmetry of the structure strengthens. Thus, all the
CLRs are close to unity and the corresponding |S| approaches unity at D1/d < 1.2, which
indicates that the CPBS can be realized and its physical length would be very long and that
the other region needs a stronger chirality for the medium. For example, the maximum
values of CLR with 1.236, 1.362 and 1.376 for D2/d = 1, D2/d = 1.4 and D2/d = 1.6 occur
at D1/d ≈ 1.80, D1/d ≈ 1.75 and D1/d ≈ 1.75, so by comparing them to Figure 3c, the S
approximately equals to 0.6661/−0.6670, 0.4276/−0.4250 and 0.3911/−0.3886, respectively.
This demonstrates that the CPBS can be designed by reducing D1/d and D2/d or increasing
Λ and δ. Meanwhile, this suggests that the designed CPBS needs the value of CLR on the
left of the maximum value because its |S| is closer to unity.

Figure 4 shows the effect of D2/d on CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c), where Λ, D1/d and
δ are chosen as 2 µm, 1.4 and 5000δ0, respectively, and d/Λ are 0.4, 0.42 and 0.44. The same
color describes the fiber with an identical d/Λ and the solid and dotted lines respectively
indicate the r- and l-modes.

Photonics 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 13 
 

 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 4. The variation relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c) with D2/d. 

For the case of d/2A58= 0.44 at D2/d = 0.80 and D2/d = 0.85, the CLs for the 
r-/l-modes are 1.632 mm/1.497 mm and 1.602 mm/1.438 mm; the corresponding CLRs are 
1.090 and 1.114 close to 11/10 and 12/11; and the S are, respectively, 0.9222/−0.9226 and 
0.8866/−0.8864. For the case of d/2A58 = 0.42 around CLR = 11/10 and CLR = 12/11; the 
values of CLR are equal to 1.102 and 1.116 at D2/d = 1.00 and D2/d = 1.05, the paired CLs 
are 1.197 mm/1.087 mm and 1.174 mm/1.051 mm with CLR = 1.102 and CLR = 1.117; and 
the S are 0.8475/−0.8465 and 0.8116/−0.8099, respectively. Additionally, when d/2A58 = 
0.40, the paired CLs are 0.8550 mm/0.7751 mm and 0.8382 mm/0.7535 mm for D2/d = 1.15 
and D2/d = 1.25, and the S are equal to 0.7912/−0.7892 and 0.7282/−7255. 

According to the above analysis, the DC-PCF CPBS may be realized with CLR = 
11/10 and CLR = 12/11 by increasing the chirality of the medium or tailoring the struc-
tural parameters to reduce the circular asymmetry of the structure. Furthermore, around 
CLR = 11/10 and CLR = 12/11, to reduce the dependence on the chirality, the CPBS can be 
easily realized with a larger d/2A58, although its filling rate for chirality is smaller; 
however, its practical length would be long. For the other value of CLR closer to unity, 
the required chirality of the medium would be weaker, and the length of the CPBS must 
be longer. The shorter length of the CPBS can be designed with CLR far away from unity 
unless the chirality of the medium is strong enough. 

Figure 5 shows the effect of the filling rate of air (d/2A58), where a larger 2A58 = 2.5 
μm and δ = 5000δ0 are employed to increase the chirality effect, and D1/d and D2/d are, 
respectively, the same, at 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6. 

In Figure 5a, all the paired CLs have the same variation tendencies, except in the 
case of D1/d = D2/d = 1.4, thanks to the limitation of the filling rate of air, in which the 
paired CLs and its differences always rise, and for the other cases, the two-paired CLs 
and the differences between the paired CLs first increase and then decrease. This is be-
cause the larger air holes squeeze the light into the core area to reduce the coupling of 
the paired modes between the two cores, and the introduction of the tailored holes fur-
ther enlarges the difference between the paired CLs. By further increasing d/2A58, more 
light is localized into the core area to further enhance the effect of the tailored holes, 
such as in Figures 3a and 4a; the differences reduce, as exhibited in Figure 5b; and the 
lines of the CLRs first rise and then decline. 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 4. The variation relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c) with D2/d.

All the paired CLs shorten with an increase in D2/d or d/Λ thanks to the circular
asymmetry of the structure, and their difference rises, whereas the corresponding CLR
increases, as shown in Figure 4a,b. The larger air filling rate would distribute more light
into the air holes, which decreases the effective indices and their differences in the paired
modes; whereas the light localized in the core area can be concentrated in the center of the
core, the circular asymmetry of structure is strengthening thanks to the introduction of the
tailoring holes, and with an increase in D2/d, the circular asymmetry can further increase;
hence, the paired CLs lessen and the CLR rises. This offers a way to reduce the length of
the CL and ensure the value of CLR far away from unity to decrease the physical length
of the PBS. However, this conflicts with the circular polarization–maintaining property, as
shown in Figure 4c, in that with an increase in D2/d or d/Λ, all the |S| are decreasing.
The cause is a decrease in the chirality filling rate, as well as the strengthening circular
asymmetry of the structure. This demonstrates that designing CPBSs requires increasing
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the chiral filling rate and decreasing the value of D2/d as it approaches unity, which can
ensure that the CLR equals 11/10, 12/11 or some other value close to unity for positive
integers with opposite parity to reduce the dependence on the chirality of the medium.

For the case of d/Λ= 0.44 at D2/d = 0.80 and D2/d = 0.85, the CLs for the r-/l-
modes are 1.632 mm/1.497 mm and 1.602 mm/1.438 mm; the corresponding CLRs are
1.090 and 1.114 close to 11/10 and 12/11; and the S are, respectively, 0.9222/−0.9226 and
0.8866/−0.8864. For the case of d/Λ = 0.42 around CLR = 11/10 and CLR = 12/11; the
values of CLR are equal to 1.102 and 1.116 at D2/d = 1.00 and D2/d = 1.05, the paired CLs are
1.197 mm/1.087 mm and 1.174 mm/1.051 mm with CLR = 1.102 and CLR = 1.117; and the
S are 0.8475/−0.8465 and 0.8116/−0.8099, respectively. Additionally, when d/Λ = 0.40,
the paired CLs are 0.8550 mm/0.7751 mm and 0.8382 mm/0.7535 mm for D2/d = 1.15 and
D2/d = 1.25, and the S are equal to 0.7912/−0.7892 and 0.7282/−7255.

According to the above analysis, the DC-PCF CPBS may be realized with CLR = 11/10
and CLR = 12/11 by increasing the chirality of the medium or tailoring the structural param-
eters to reduce the circular asymmetry of the structure. Furthermore, around CLR = 11/10
and CLR = 12/11, to reduce the dependence on the chirality, the CPBS can be easily realized
with a larger d/Λ, although its filling rate for chirality is smaller; however, its practical
length would be long. For the other value of CLR closer to unity, the required chirality
of the medium would be weaker, and the length of the CPBS must be longer. The shorter
length of the CPBS can be designed with CLR far away from unity unless the chirality of
the medium is strong enough.

Figure 5 shows the effect of the filling rate of air (d/Λ), where a larger Λ = 2.5 µm and
δ = 5000δ0 are employed to increase the chirality effect, and D1/d and D2/d are, respectively,
the same, at 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6.

Photonics 2023, 10, x FOR PEER REVIEW 7 of 13 
 

 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 4. The variation relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c) with D2/d. 

For the case of d/2A58= 0.44 at D2/d = 0.80 and D2/d = 0.85, the CLs for the 
r-/l-modes are 1.632 mm/1.497 mm and 1.602 mm/1.438 mm; the corresponding CLRs are 
1.090 and 1.114 close to 11/10 and 12/11; and the S are, respectively, 0.9222/−0.9226 and 
0.8866/−0.8864. For the case of d/2A58 = 0.42 around CLR = 11/10 and CLR = 12/11; the 
values of CLR are equal to 1.102 and 1.116 at D2/d = 1.00 and D2/d = 1.05, the paired CLs 
are 1.197 mm/1.087 mm and 1.174 mm/1.051 mm with CLR = 1.102 and CLR = 1.117; and 
the S are 0.8475/−0.8465 and 0.8116/−0.8099, respectively. Additionally, when d/2A58 = 
0.40, the paired CLs are 0.8550 mm/0.7751 mm and 0.8382 mm/0.7535 mm for D2/d = 1.15 
and D2/d = 1.25, and the S are equal to 0.7912/−0.7892 and 0.7282/−7255. 

According to the above analysis, the DC-PCF CPBS may be realized with CLR = 
11/10 and CLR = 12/11 by increasing the chirality of the medium or tailoring the struc-
tural parameters to reduce the circular asymmetry of the structure. Furthermore, around 
CLR = 11/10 and CLR = 12/11, to reduce the dependence on the chirality, the CPBS can be 
easily realized with a larger d/2A58, although its filling rate for chirality is smaller; 
however, its practical length would be long. For the other value of CLR closer to unity, 
the required chirality of the medium would be weaker, and the length of the CPBS must 
be longer. The shorter length of the CPBS can be designed with CLR far away from unity 
unless the chirality of the medium is strong enough. 

Figure 5 shows the effect of the filling rate of air (d/2A58), where a larger 2A58 = 2.5 
μm and δ = 5000δ0 are employed to increase the chirality effect, and D1/d and D2/d are, 
respectively, the same, at 1.4, 1.5 and 1.6. 

In Figure 5a, all the paired CLs have the same variation tendencies, except in the 
case of D1/d = D2/d = 1.4, thanks to the limitation of the filling rate of air, in which the 
paired CLs and its differences always rise, and for the other cases, the two-paired CLs 
and the differences between the paired CLs first increase and then decrease. This is be-
cause the larger air holes squeeze the light into the core area to reduce the coupling of 
the paired modes between the two cores, and the introduction of the tailored holes fur-
ther enlarges the difference between the paired CLs. By further increasing d/2A58, more 
light is localized into the core area to further enhance the effect of the tailored holes, 
such as in Figures 3a and 4a; the differences reduce, as exhibited in Figure 5b; and the 
lines of the CLRs first rise and then decline. 

   
(a) (b) (c) 

Figure 5. The variation relations of CLs (a), CLRs (b) and Ss (c) with d/Λ.

In Figure 5a, all the paired CLs have the same variation tendencies, except in the case
of D1/d = D2/d = 1.4, thanks to the limitation of the filling rate of air, in which the paired
CLs and its differences always rise, and for the other cases, the two-paired CLs and the
differences between the paired CLs first increase and then decrease. This is because the
larger air holes squeeze the light into the core area to reduce the coupling of the paired
modes between the two cores, and the introduction of the tailored holes further enlarges
the difference between the paired CLs. By further increasing d/Λ, more light is localized
into the core area to further enhance the effect of the tailored holes, such as in Figures 3a
and 4a; the differences reduce, as exhibited in Figure 5b; and the lines of the CLRs first rise
and then decline.

In addition, with an increase in d/Λ, D1/d or D2/d, all the |S| decrease thanks to
a reduction in the filling rate of chirality, as shown in Figure 5c. This indicates that the
reduction in the circular asymmetry (smaller D1/d or D2/d) or the filling rate of air would
increase the chirality effect. At d/Λ = 0.36, the CLs are, respectively, 1.215 mm/1.154 mm,
1.519 mm/1.378 mm and 1.885 mm/1.597 mm for the paired r-/l-modes; for D1/d = D2/d = 1.4,
D1/d = D2/d = 1.5 and D1/d = D2/d = 1.6, the CLRs are, respectively, 1.053, 1.103 and 1.181;
and the Ss are, respectively, 0.8968/−0.8950, 0.8405/−0.8382 and 0.7770/−7745. To reduce
the dependence on the chirality of the medium, the DC-PCF can be chosen as a CPBS in the
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case of D1/d = D2/d = 1.4, where the CLR can be designed with 21/20 or with the other
values of an integer ratio closer to unity with opposite parity, by further increasing the
chirality of the medium or optimizing the structural parameters.

Figure 6 shows the effect of all the tailored holes with the same size, in which the
larger Λ is chosen as 2.5 µm, 3 µm and 3.5 µm to reduce the dependence on the chirality of
the medium, and d and δ are chosen as 0.4Λ and 5000δ0, respectively.
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All the paired CLs and their differences lengthen and then shorten with an increase
in D1/d and D2/d, and their maximum values reduce and move to the right with a de-
crease in Λ. Although the maximum differences for the paired CLs decrease, their ratio
increases, as shown in Figure 6b, where they are almost equal at D1/d < 1.5 and D2/d < 1.5,
in which they are nearly equal to unity at D1/d < 1.2 and D2/d < 1.2. This suggests that
the design of the DC-PCF for the CPBS have to satisfy the conditions of D1/d > 1.2 and
D2/d > 1.2; otherwise, the CPBS would be long. When the CLRs with maximum values
of 1.471, 1.413 and 1.298 respectively occur at (D1/d=)D2/d = 1.7, (D1/d=)D2/d = 1.6 and
(D1/d=)D2/d = 1.55 for Λ = 2.5 µm, Λ = 3 µm and Λ = 3.5 µm, the CLs are, respectively,
2.606 mm/2.147 mm, 7.490 mm/5.300 mm and 12.632 mm/9.728 mm and the correspond-
ing Ss are 0.7810/−0.7775, 0.8715/−0.8687 and 0.9382/0.9364, respectively, in which the
third case can be viewed as a nearly CP PBS. This indicates that the CPBS can be manufac-
tured by only optimizing the asymmetry of the structure, strengthening the chirality of the
medium or increasing the lattice constant, whereas the practical length of the CPBS would
be relatively longer.

In Figure 6c, the values of |S| are larger than 0.96, which respectively emerged at
(D1/d=)D2/d = 1.2, (D1/d=)D2/d = 1.3 and (D1/d=)D2/d = 1.42, and the corresponding
CLRs are, respectively, smaller at 1.026, 1.058 and 1.191, which means that the CLR can
be designed for the third case with 6/5 or 7/6 for a stronger chirality effect, and for two
other cases, it should have other values closer to unity for an integer ratio with an opposite
parity. In conclusion, the larger Λ can increase the chirality effect and reduce the chirality
of the medium, but the length of the CPBS would be long.

To show a reduction in the dependence on chirality and how an appropriate value
for CLR is obtained, Figure 7 features the CLs, CLR and Ss for the tailored fiber structure,
where the larger Λ with 3.5 µm and a smaller d with 0.36 Λ are selected; the larger D1/d
with 1.5 and 1.6 are fixed; and δ is 5000δ0.

All the CLs are shortened with a decrease in D1/d and an increase in D2/d, which are
the same as in Figures 3 and 4. For the case of D1/d = 1.6, the CLRs meet the requirement of
the design for the CPBS that approach 8/7, 7/6 and 6/5 at D2/d = 1.412, D2/d = 1.540 and
D2/d = 1.750. The corresponding CLs are 9.870 mm/8.635 mm, 9.507 mm/8.148 mm and
8.772 mm/7.304 mm, where the Ss are, respectively, 0.9676/−0.9667, 0.9566/−0.9554 and
0.9342/−9326 for the r- and l-modes, which means that a DC-PCF CPBS can be realized
with 69.09 mm with CLR = 8/7 at D2/d = 1.412. Compared to the previous work, the
length of the DC-PCF CPBS is 135 mm shorter and the strength of chirality decreases to
46◦/mm [32]. The chirality of the medium can further reduce as long as |S| ≥ 0.96. For
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the other two values of CLR, the CPBS can be designed with a shorter length as long as it
has stronger chirality.
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In the case of D1/d = 1.5, the values of CLRs close to 12/11, 11/10 and 10/9 emerge
at D2/d = 1.515, D2/d = 1.600 and D2/d = 1.700, respectively; the lengths of the CLs are,
respectively, 7.185 mm/6.585 mm, 6.970 mm/6.335 mm and 6.699 mm/6.034 mm, where
the Ss are, respectively, 0.9679/−0.9669, 0.9605/−0.9594 and 0.9511/−0.9498; and thus,
the DC-PCF CPBS can be obtained with 79.035 mm for CLR = 12/11 and 69.70 mm for
11/10, which are much less than those in the previous work and need a weaker chirality
with 46◦/mm [32], where the chirality strength can be furtherly decreased in the case of
CLR = 12/11.

Figure 8 shows the normalized transmission power variation for the RHP and LHP
modes along the propagation distance in core A and the corresponding ER for the three
CPBSs. After a propagation distance of 69.09 mm and 79.035 mm for the first two CPBSs,
the power of the RHP mode is almost completely coupled into core B and the LHP mode
remains in core A. Additionally, for the third CPBS, the RHP mode remains in core A, and
the LHP mode is fully coupled into core B. Their ERs can respectively reach 160.73 dB,
140.31 dB and 120.00 dB at 1.55 µm, which are larger than those of most LPBSs and the
dielectrically chiral DC-PCF CPBS [16,32] and are far more than of the structurally chiral
DC-PCF CPBS [32], especially when the first ER is larger than 151.42 dB in the DC-PCF
LPBS [16]. Additionally, the width of the spectra are, respectively, 22 nm, 12 nm and
12 nm when ER > 20 dB, which is smaller than those of most LPBSs and the dielectrically
chiral DC-PCF CPBS [32]; however, it is about twice that of the structurally chiral DC-PCF
CPBS [6]. According to the above analysis, we can know the performance of CPBS 1 is better
than that of the other two CPBSs because of the superhigh ER and the wider bandwidth of
the spectrum. Furthermore, it demonstrates that the stronger coupling effect can decrease
the spectral bandwidth.

In practical applications of the design, more microstructures can be moderately con-
sidered so that the chiral dual-core PCFs have zero or near-zero dispersion around the
operation wavelength, so that no additional dispersion is introduced or so that it has a flat
dispersion to obtain the wider spectral bandwidth. In addition, it is necessary to consider
the mode field of the CPBS to match that of the applied fiber in its design. Otherwise, the
loss will be large to decrease the performance of the optic circuit.

Table 1 lists the performance comparison between the proposed and the reported chiral
DC-PCF CPBSs. According to Table 1, the CLs for this work are far less than 205.5 mm [32]
and 24.76 mm [6], while the ERs are better than those in the previous work, especially the
ER of CPBS 1, which can reach 160 dB, which is higher than that of the reported work.
The bandwidth of the spectrum is narrower than 32 nm [32], while it is still wider than
11.43 [6], especially for CPBS 1, which can reach 22 nm, which is almost twice as much the
structurally chiral DC-PCF CPBS [6]. The chirality strength decreases to 46◦/mm, which
is far less than that in the previous work [6,32]. Therefore, the performance of CPBS 1 is
better than that of the other two CPBSs. By further optimizing the fiber’s structure or/and
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enhancing the chirality strength of the medium, the CL would further shorten and the
performance would further improve.
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Table 1. Performance comparison between the proposed chiral DC-PCF CPBS and the reported chiral
DC-PCF CPBS.

References Working
Wavelength CL(mm) ER Spectral Bandwidth

(nm) (>20 dB)
Specific Rotatory Power

or Twist Rate (◦/mm)

Suga-Restrepo et al.
[6] 1.55 µm 24.76 50 11.43 899.54

Li et al. [32] 1.55 µm 205.5 120 32 96.6
CPBS 1 1.55 µm 69.09 160.73 22 46

Our
work CPBS 2 1.55 µm 79.035 140.31 13 46

CPBS 3 1.55 µm 69.7 120.00 13 46

In addition to separating the CP beam with opposite handedness for same wave-
lengths, the CPBS can also split CP beams with different wavelengths. To ensure that the
modes are CP, the structure and medium is employed at above three chiral DC-PCFs, and
the dependence of the CL on wavelengths for the LHP mode is considered because the
chirality strength is stronger in the shortwave region and because the CL of LHP mode is
always shorter than that of the RHP mode for the same wavelength. Figure 9 shows the
CLs of the LHP modes with wavelengths for the three chiral DC-PCFs corresponding to
Figure 8, which covers the second and third communication window.
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The coupling length also increases by decreasing the operating wavelength with the
DC-PCF LPBS [1], where the CLs of the LHP modes are, respectively, 8.635 mm, 6.585 mm
and 6.335 mm at λ = 1.55 µm and 19.054 mm, 16.867 mm and 16.261 mm at λ = 1.30 µm,
and their corresponding ratios are 2.207, 2.561 and 2.460 when approaching 9/4, 5/2, 5/2,
which meet the requirement for CLλ1/CLλ2 = odd/even or CLλ1/CLλ2 = even/odd [1].
This suggests that these fibers can be designed as a multiplexer/demultiplexer for sep-
arating the CP beams that approach λ = 1.55 µm and λ = 1.30 µm applied in fiber laser
communication systems, and the corresponding physical lengths are, respectively, close
to 76.216 mm, 33.734 mm and 32.522 mm, as shown in Figure 9b. The length of the multi-
plexer/demultiplexer can be made shorter through the further optimization of the structure
of the fiber and the chirality of the medium.

4. Conclusions

A kind of efficient CPBS based on chiral DC-PCF was presented and analyzed by using
the chiral PWE method, where the shorter distance between the two cores was selected.
Based on the competitive effect in CL and the polarization between the circular asymmetry
and the chirality of the medium, through the optimization of the structure, the DC-PCF
CPBS was obtained for the central wavelength of 1.55 µm. The required chirality strength
can decrease to δ = 46◦/mm, which is far less than δ = 96◦/mm; the CL can shorten to
69.09 mm, which is far less than the previous 205 mm; the width of spectra can reach 22 nm,
which can be a little bit narrower than 32 nm when |ER| > 20 dB; and the ER above 160 dB
is higher than 120 dB [32]. This performance of the CPBS was also better than that of the
structural CPBS, except that the CL is longer [6]. Furthermore, on the basis of different
wavelengths, the chiral DC-PCFs were discussed as multiplexers/demultiplexers. The
simulation demonstrated that the multiplexer/demultiplexer can be perfectly realized for
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CP beams around 1.55 µm/1.30 µm by further optimizing the structure of the fiber, which
has potential applications in circular polarization laser communication systems.

The high-performance circular polarization beam splitter (CPBS) needs a medium
with a stronger chirality to tailor the coupling length (CL), extinction ratio (ER) and circular
polarization–maintaining characteristics. The chiral medium can be obtained through
organic chemical synthesis [30,31] and the solution-doping technique [43]. Compared with
the structurally chiral CPBS, the chiral dual-core PCF (DC-PCF) can be fabricated as the
ordinary achiral one, such as by using the stack-and-draw technique, the drilling method,
and so on. With the development of chiral materials and through the further optimization
of the fiber structure, the performance of the dielectrically chiral DC-PCF CPBS can be
further improved.

The CPBS can be applied in the field of sensors and optical fiber communication as a
circular polarization–maintaining device to replace the existing LPBS and quarter-wave
plates, to reduce the polarization error/noise and to oppositely split CP light and CP
multiplexer/demultiplexer in fiber laser communication systems.
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