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Abstract

:

Chronic pain and its consequences are major global health challenges, and the prevalence is increasing worldwide among adolescents. Adolescents spend most of their waking hours in school; however, there is limited research available on how school nurses can address chronic pain among adolescents in the Swedish school context. Therefore, we designed a person-centred intervention, known as Help Overcoming Pain Early (HOPE), to enable school nurses to offer adolescents strategies to manage their stress and pain. We used the Medical Research Council (MRC) framework for developing and designing this new complex intervention. For this study, we describe two of the four phases: (a) development and (b) feasibility and piloting. The final version of the HOPE programme consists of (i) an educational package for school nurses in the areas person-centred care, stress and pain education/management and gender perspective; and (ii) an intervention package for adolescents with chronic pain. The programme consists of four sessions during which adolescents with chronic pain have person-centred dialogues with a school nurse. The HOPE programme is based on the existing evidence of managing chronic pain and on the assumption that school nurses can support adolescents with chronic pain by using person-centred care.
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1. Introduction


Chronic pain and its consequences are major global health challenges. The prevalence of pain is increasing worldwide among children and adolescents [1]. Swedish data show that among 7613 adolescents, 12.5% report headache, 6.3% report back pain and 7.1% report stomach ache [2]. Headache and stomach ache in adolescents have been associated with psychosocial variables of anxiety and depression, childhood adversity and school stress [3]. Stress is interpreted as an important factor for chronic pain in adolescents, and an increased prevalence of perceived stress has been associated with an increased prevalence of pain [4,5]. Consequently, stressors in school are associated with a higher frequency of chronic pain in adolescents [6]. Besides, there is an association between chronic pain and impaired academic achievement among school-age children [7,8]. Adolescents spend a significant part of their waking hours in school, and, therefore, it is valuable for adolescents with chronic pain to increase their self-efficacy in school situations [9]. However, there is limited research on how school nurses can address chronic pain among adolescents in the Swedish school context. There is a lack of evidence-based interventions for adolescents with chronic pain applicable to the school context. Most school staff also lack strategies to manage chronic pain problems in the school setting, and they feel inadequately educated about how to work effectively with adolescents with chronic pain [10,11,12].



The health care system in the context of schools varies among countries. Like in other Nordic countries, school nurses in Sweden often provide the first line of support and treatment for schoolchildren [13].



School nurses in Sweden are specialists and have a particular education with focus on children and adolescents’ development and health. It is part of the school nurse’s competence to be able to assess when it is needed to consult with or refer a child to colleagues in the school health team, for example a physician, psychologist, special teacher, or social worker and to other health care actors, such as primary health care or specialised health care, such as specialized paediatric pain clinics, when necessary. Cooperation between different professions and health care levels is important and should go both ways, depending on the needs of the individual child [14].



The school health services are free of charge and reach almost every schoolchild. The school nurses are situated in the school and regularly invite the children to health visits including health dialogues according to the health-monitoring programme. The Swedish Education Act [15] stresses that school nurses’ primary role involves promoting health as well as preventive interventions. The school nurse´s knowledge about lifestyle, such as sleep, diet and physical activity are important in health promotion as well as preventive interventions [14].



However, chronic pain is a common problem among adolescents visiting the school nurse’s office [8] and cannot be resolved through health dialogues according to the health monitoring programme only. This illustrates that school nurses need to have additional strategies for supporting adolescents to cope with their pain in their everyday life.



A practice of person-centred care is advocated within the modern health care system. The World Health Organization (WHO) and national authorities in different countries highlight the importance of person-centred care [16,17]. Person-centred care strives to find strategies that increase people’s well-being and can be adapted to different ages, conditions and settings. The core feature of person-centred care consists of acknowledging the patient (or in this case, the student) as a person who actively participates in his/her health [18,19]. The WHO, however, has pointed out that research studies have so far focused mainly on treatment and diagnosis in adult and elderly care. This means that besides the evidence for different life stages (e.g., childhood), the evidence base for services such as health promotion, prevention, long-term care, treatment and diagnoses is not very strong [20].



Therefore, we designed a person-centred intervention, known as HOPE, to enable school nurses to offer adolescents strategies to manage their stress and pain. Since the research intervention was a sophisticated design, we drew on the MRC framework [21] in the development of our planned randomised controlled trial (RCT) [21,22]. MRC aims to support researchers to identify and adopt appropriate methods in their evaluation of complex interventions [21].



Purpose


The overall purpose of this article was to describe the development and implementation of HOPE—a person-centred programme to be used by school nurses in order to support adolescents with chronic pain to increase their self-efficacy for better health. The specific objectives of this article included:




	
developing a pain education/management programme based on an evidence-based person-centred approach and existing evidence-based stress and pain management guidelines and



	
determining the feasibility of conducting an effectiveness trial of the primary outcome in terms of self-efficacy.










2. Materials and Methods


We used the MRC framework for developing and designing this new complex intervention [21]. The process of developing a complex intervention consists of several phases. For this study, we describe two of these phases: (a) development and (b) feasibility and piloting. The RCT is part of the third phase, ‘Evaluation’, and will be published elsewhere. The phases should not, however, be seen as linear but as part of an interactive process (Figure 1).



2.1. MRC Phase 1: Development


2.1.1. Identifying the Evidence-Based Practice


As a first step in developing this programme, we investigated the evidence-based practice for pain management in the context of school health care. We intended to conduct a systematic literature review; however, a preliminary search revealed the shortage of articles in the school context. Instead, we used a participatory design with adolescents and school nurses.



Individual interviews are mainly used in participatory design with adolescents who can communicate well verbally to obtain views, thoughts and stories. Interviews should take place with adolescents who are interested in talking about a particular topic, and we chose to interview adolescents with chronic pain [23].



In 2014, we performed two pilot studies to gain insights into the problem of chronic pain [24,25]. One of the pilot studies was an interview study asking school nurses about how they managed adolescents with chronic pain. The authors contacted a municipality in western Sweden, and three focus group interviews were conducted. Ten female school nurses aged between 33 and 61 years participated. The school nurses had been active in school health care between 1 and 24 years. Five of the school nurses were district nurses; one of the school nurses had attended specialist training with a focus on school nursing, and four of the school nurses had undergone other specialist training. Each focus group interview lasted between 45 and 60 min [24].



The other pilot study was also an interview study and explored how adolescents managed chronic pain. The authors contacted a municipality in western Sweden, and nine individual interviews were conducted. Seven adolescents were attending occupational preparatory programmes, and two were pursuing higher education studies. The interviewed students comprised two boys and seven girls aged between 17 and 18 years. Each interview lasted between 20 and 60 min. The adolescents were invited if they fitted the definition offered by the International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) and had reported recurrent pain during the past three months [25].



The results of these pilot studies pointed out the following areas of improvement. First, the responsibilities for adolescents with pain were not very clear in the school, and the school nurses in the study felt confused about how they should handle the various situations that arose. Second, the adolescents emphasised that school nurses should be genuinely interested in listening to their stories [25]. In 2015, these pilot studies were followed up with additional interviews, which aimed to encourage the participation of school nurses and adolescents from a different age group, school level and region in Sweden. For these interviews, 15 adolescents aged between 14 and 19 years and 15 school nurses in 10 secondary schools and 3 upper-secondary schools were recruited. These interview studies aimed to ensure that the research question achieved saturation. The results from the previous pilot studies reached saturation after these interviews, and the lack of guidelines about how to manage chronic pain led to an imbalance of available resources among the adolescents. The importance of trust was highlighted, and most of the adolescents preferred meeting a school nurse to a psychologist. They thought that it was more ‘normal’ to visit a school nurse than a psychologist mainly because their peers tended to associate less stigma with the former [26,27].



In summary, we concluded that the school nurses in the study felt confused about how they should deal with children suffering from chronic pain. The adolescents (across age groups and regions) stressed the importance of the school nurse being someone genuinely interested in listening to adolescents’ stories, and they preferred meeting a school nurse to meeting a psychologist. Drawing on these results, we designed a pain management programme applicable to the school context (Figure 2).



An expert group was formed in 2016 to build the HOPE programme. The expert group consisted of experts in person-centred care (Andreas Fors, RN, Ph.D.), stress and pain management (Gösta Alfvén, Paediatrician, Associate Professor; Stefan Nilsson, RN, Associate Professor; Ulrika Wallbing, PT, Spec Mental Health, Child and adolescent psychotherapist, MSN), gender perspective, school education (Per-Åke Rosvall, Ph.D., Associate Professor) and school nursing (Kristina Dalenius, RN, School Nurse, BSc; Marie Golsäter, RN, Ph.D.; Helena Wigert, RN, Associate Professor).




2.1.2. Identifying and Developing the Theory


Given the lack of evidence-based practice for school nurses for pain management interventions in the school context, the HOPE programme was based on stress and pain education/management for children with chronic pain [28]. The overarching main theoretical framework revolved around a person-centred ethic, which characterised all parts of the programme [29], especially stress and pain education/management and the gender perspective.



HOPE–Person-Centred Care


According to the Gothenburg University Centre for Person-Centred Care (GPCC), person-centred care has three core components: (a) listening to the narrative, (b) establishing a partnership and (c) sharing documentation [29]. An adolescent’s narrative is important in creating a partnership by identifying his/her experiences, present situation, needs, capabilities and resources. The second step involves co-creating a health plan in line with the identified resources and barriers combined with medical and health research evidence. The third step includes documenting and following up the health plan. If necessary, the health plan is revised when evaluating the set goals [19].




HOPE–Stress and Pain Education/Management


In 2016, at the time of the start of the study, pain education was part of the clinical practice for adolescents who visited a pain clinic. Given the close comorbidity with stress, such an education also contained features of stress management. The education was based on the assumption that chronic pain can be defined as a biopsychosocial phenomenon [30]. The education demonstrated that stress could influence chronic pain, i.e., that adolescents with chronic pain have shown increased muscular resting activity and a potentiation of the startle reaction [31]. The education also demonstrated that environmental factors could influence adolescents´ chronic pain. Stressors in the school environment, e.g., harassment by peers, being treated badly by teachers and schoolwork pressure, could be associated with chronic pain [4]. The education showed how central sensitization could contribute to inflammatory pain, migraine, and irritable bowel syndrome. Pain is not a simple reflection of peripheral inputs or pathology but a dynamic reflection of central neuronal plasticity, which can contribute to clinical pain syndromes [32]. The content of the stress and pain education has afterwards been validated [28].




HOPE–Gender Perspectives


Stress-related chronic pain is more commonly reported among females than males [33,34,35]. However, this should not be understood as a genetically based difference. Even though numerous studies refer to gender-specific differences in recurrent pain [36,37], they are insufficient to fully elucidate the underlying mechanisms involved [38], such as gender-based power structures [39]. Instead, gender-based differences might be what one should expect when considering structural differences whereby women tend to be responsible for both labour work and domestic work and have differential wages and statuses in the labour market compared to men [40]. Gendered norms of how to act seems to include how to respond to recurrent pain already at an early age. Thus, studies indicate that chronic pain is more strongly related to anxiety and depression in girls than boys [41,42] whereas disruptive behaviour disorders [41] and severe suicidality [43] are more frequently associated with reports of chronic pain in boys. However, it has been reported that girls and boys experience similar levels of pain intensity when affected of recurrent pain [44]. Nevertheless, school-based interventions directed at women and mental health issues have been criticised, mainly because they tend to fail to recognise male students with mental health problems [45]. Besides, the interventions miss out on the possibility of informing both boys and girls and treating mental health issues as a structural problem rather than an individual one, such as the existence of traditional gender-based stereotypes and norms for how a female and male should act.



Since boys and girls sometimes respond differently to recurrent pain [41,43,44] and it is recommended to address recurrent pain early in order to avoid problems in adulthood [46] the introductory educational part of the intervention directed at the school nurses includes a lecture on gender awareness.





2.1.3. The HOPE Intervention


Based on the theoretical reasoning above, the HOPE Intervention was developed in two steps. The first step was to develop an education programme for school nurses. The education programme was based on person-centred care [19,29] and stress and pain education/management [28]. One part in the educational programme was to strengthen the nurses’ knowledge about chronic pain conditions among adolescents and a physician with long experiences of working with adolescents with chronic pain took part in the education programme. Another important field was the gender perspective [47]. The second step was to develop an intervention for adolescents.



To co-create a health plan consistent with the identified resources and barriers combined with medical and health research evidence, we developed a health plan that consisted of four sessions (Figure 3). The content of the health plan had not been determined beforehand. The adolescent chose a stress and/or pain management strategy that was suitable for her/him (Table 1). However, based on the school nurses’ time resources, the length of the four sessions was predetermined. The health plan was inspired by an earlier version used for adults [48]. The health plan was adapted to be usable in the HOPE programme. The health plan consisted of documentation from four health dialogues with the following headings: (a) the main goal: what and how the adolescent should do to achieve the set goals and (b) the adolescent´s own resources: the adolescent’s need for support and follow-up on the main goal. The school nurse and the adolescent could also mention other health care contacts if needed, such as physicians and psychologists. The HOPE programme began by listening to the adolescents’ narratives to initiate partnership through identifying the adolescents’ experiences, present situation, needs, capabilities and resources [19]. In the first session, the adolescent and the school nurse also documented the goal for the four meetings. If the school nurse during the session becomes aware of medical factors that may affect the health of the adolescent, she/he consult the school physician or the health care centre for further treatment. The goal was followed up during the second session, which also contained stress and pain education material for adolescents in school health care. We developed a poster with information about stress and pain. Moreover, we used two films that were produced at a pain clinic in Germany. The films have recently been evaluated [49]. The selected stress and pain management strategies have shown to be effective in reducing stress and pain arising from breathing [50], massage/touch [51], physical activities [52] and relaxation [53].



The following two sessions focused on evaluating the goal and, if necessary, on rewriting the goal. During the fourth session, the adolescent and the school nurse wrote an evaluation. The documentation in the health plan was shared between the school nurse and the adolescent, and it was possible to make changes in the health plan during the programme [19].




2.1.4. Modelling Process and Outcomes


The outcome measurements in the HOPE programme were selected because they reflected the core aspects of person-centred care and stress and pain education/management. No outcome specifically evaluated the gender perspective. The PedIMMPACT recommendation inspired the choice of the assessment tools. PedIMMPACT recommends assessing pain intensity, symptoms and adverse events, emotional functioning and sleep [54]; we also added self-efficacy [48]. Below, we will describe the selected instruments used to assess these areas.



Person-Centred Care


Self-efficacy has been used as an outcome measure in other studies evaluating person-centred care [48,55,56]. A validated outcome measurement for self-efficacy in adolescents is Holm et al.’s Self-Efficacy for Daily Activities (SEDA) scale [57], which we decided to use. The SEDA scale contains three subscales and a total of 16 items that are rated on an 11-scale Numerical Rating Scale (NRS), which are added up to give a total score ranging from 0 to 160, where higher scores indicate greater self-efficacy. SEDA is the primary outcome in this programme, and a power calculation will be conducted on SEDA when the RCT is performed. Another important outcome measure in person-centred care is self-rated health whose outcome measurement was measured in accordance with Duberg et al.’s [58] study.




Stress and Pain Management


Depressive symptoms are measured using the child’s version of the Center for Epidemiological Studies Depression Scale for Children (CES-DC) [59]. Pain duration, intensity, location, impact and school attendance are measured using Holm et al.’s [57] study. A questionnaire was developed and tested in a pilot study [27] (Table 2).



Sleep quality is associated with stress and pain, and the outcome measurement of the Minimal Insomnia Symptom Scale (MISS) is measured after Broman et al.’s [60] study (Table 3).






2.2. MRC Phase 2: Development: Feasibility and Piloting


2.2.1. Ethical Considerations


Ethical approval was obtained from the Regional Research Ethics Committee in Gothenburg, Sweden (ref 172–16). The project is registered in the Clinical Trials.gov Identifier as NCT02944786.




2.2.2. Testing the Feasibility of the HOPE Programme


Purpose of Testing the Feasibility


This test aimed to determine whether the HOPE programme was feasible and could be implemented in clinical practice according to school nurses’ views. Information about a forthcoming research project concerning how to support adolescents with chronic pain problems in school health care was given to school nurses in south-western Sweden. The school nurses received written and oral information in appointed meetings in different municipalities.




Testing a Pilot Version of the HOPE Programme


We used participatory co-design methods to engage school nurses in focus groups. During spring 2016, two focus groups were conducted. Six female school nurses participated in the first group, five from five secondary schools and one from an upper-secondary school; two participants were from private schools, and four were from public schools. All of them had at least one year of experience in school nursing. Five other female school nurses participated in the second focus group from three secondary schools; two school nurses were from private schools and three from public schools. All of them had at least one year of experience in school nursing. The initial schedule of the HOPE intervention was presented to the school nurses to allow for appropriate cultural adaptation to the intervention. Each focus group lasted for 60 min. The focus groups were digitally recorded and transcribed verbatim.






2.3. Data Analysis


After Hsieh and Shannon [61], the analysis consisted of applying directed content analysis. The main goal of a directed approach is to validate or extend a theoretical framework. This analysis applied the three core components of the HOPE programme, namely person-centred care, stress and pain education/management and gender perspectives.





3. Results


The focus groups investigated whether the components of the HOPE intervention had increased the school nurses’ awareness of the value of those concepts and perspectives for the school health care. The results showed that the construction of the HOPE intervention was consistent with the results from the previous interviews.



However, the interviews showed that as the school nurses increased their awareness of the intervention, they showed greater tendency to gain more knowledge of the concepts beyond what the HOPE intervention offered, for example about mindfulness and how to adapt gender perspectives.



3.1. Person-Centred Care


The school nurses had not previously worked according to person-centred care. They described the value of starting with the narrative. Even if the school nurses had earlier listened to the adolescents, the person-centred approach increased their motivation for listening to the adolescents’ views. The results illustrate the value of person-centred dialogues in school nursing, although this method introduces a new way of beginning by listening to the adolescents’ stories. Previously, the school nurses had used motivational interviewing; however, it had hardly culminated in a partnership whereby the school nurse and the adolescent jointly identified a goal based on the adolescent’s experiences, present situation, needs, capabilities and resources. A person-centred approach facilitated shared decision-making in the health plan, and the school nurses thought that it was important to implement person-centred care in their work: ‘I also think that it should be person-centred, starting from the person’s narratives’ (school nurse 6, focus group interview 1).



The school nurses thought that it was important to adopt a person-centred approach and genuinely listen to the adolescents’ stories. The main barrier, however, was the lack of time. The health plan in the HOPE intervention gave the school nurses a structure and model of how to work according to the person-centred approach. The adolescents normally take a lot of the school nurses’ time, and the school nurses appreciated having a structure for their meetings.




3.2. Stress and Pain Education/Management


The use of stress and pain education/management is valuable for school nurses, and they thought that the content of stress and pain education/management in the HOPE intervention increased their knowledge. Although some of the education materials were repetitive, the school nurses believed that the education materials enabled them to meet the challenges of stress and pain in adolescents. The school nurses highlighted the importance of stress and pain education and management, and they complained about the lack of strategies to support adolescents with chronic pain. One school nurse commented thus: ‘I would like to get some knowledge about mindfulness that I could share’ (school nurse 3, focus group interview 1).



The school nurses barely had any previous education in stress and pain management, and they thought that education was necessary to support adolescents with chronic pain. Crucially, the school nurses felt comfortable about teaching adolescents about stress and pain management strategies. Otherwise, school nurses would be unable to offer useful advice to adolescents with chronic pain.




3.3. Gender Perspectives


The results showed that the HOPE intervention increased the school nurses’ awareness of how gender perspectives influenced their attitudes and values when meeting the adolescents. The HOPE intervention gave the school nurses a structure to align their attitudes with gender perspectives. The school nurses highlighted the importance of gender perspectives: ‘Gender perspective since women’s health is worse. How to attack the gender differences? Would like to do something there’ (school nurse 3, focus group interview 2).



This excerpt implies that school nurses are keen to increase their gender awareness. However, it is important to continue supporting school nurses to address gender inequalities. The excerpt does not help us understand how school nurses can address the fact that ‘women’s health is worse’. Thus, school nurses run the risk of reproducing the failure of some earlier interventions in that identifying one gender inequality (e.g., the commonly reported mental health problems among women) can lead to creating another (leaving one gender out of the intervention). Thus, the focus groups appreciated the value of the gender component in the HOPE intervention in school health care. Nonetheless, for greater gender awareness, they may need further guidance.




3.4. The Final Version of the HOPE Programme after Cultural Adaption


The final version of the HOPE programme has only a minor cultural adaption, which is a PowerPoint presentation concerning stress and pain management that school nurses can use. The final version of the HOPE programme consists of an educational package for school nurses. This package contains seven films and seven lectures on the following topics: person-centred care, person-centred dialogues, student-centred dialogues, the structure of the conversations, gender perspectives, stress and pain physiology and stress and pain management. The main focus in the stress and pain education was to update the school nurses´ knowledge base on pain and support their conceptualization of pain from that of a marker of tissue damage or disease to that of a complex phenomenon that needs to be understood from a bio-psycho-social perspective. The school nurses became aware that credible evidence of danger to body tissue can increase pain [30]. The final version of the HOPE programme also offers an intervention package for adolescents with chronic pain. Adolescents with chronic pain have dialogues with a school nurse in four sessions. The first session concerns an adolescent’s story and needs. This story will end up in a partnership whereby the adolescent and the school nurse agree on a goal for the intervention, which is documented in a health plan. The adolescent and the school nurse jointly decide on a goal that is possible to fulfil in four sessions over six weeks. The second session takes place a week later in which the school nurse and the adolescent watch a film about pain physiology [49] and discuss the neuroscientific reasons for biopsychosocial stress and chronic pain. The school nurse can draw on posters, films and PowerPoint presentations concerning stress and pain management. The school nurse also follows up the agreed goal from the first session. The two remaining sessions are follow-up sessions, which are conducted every second week. Additionally, the adolescent’s goal is evaluated during the fourth session.



The primary outcome measure is self-efficacy (SEDA), and the secondary outcome measures are depressive symptoms (CES-DC), pain duration, intensity, location and impact as well as school attendance and self-rated health and sleep (MISS).



The HOPE programme aims to equip school nurses with strategies to manage adolescents’ chronic pain in their ordinary work and support them in their everyday life. The programme is not a replacement for physicians’ and psychologists’ formal examinations, and school nurses can refer to other professionals whenever this is necessary. School nurses are encouraged to contact other health care professionals when necessary.





4. Discussion


This study discussed the development of an intervention programme known as HOPE. Following MRC, this study was the first step in the process of developing and evaluating a complex intervention [21] that can help school nurses and adolescents manage chronic pain. The process included a co-design of school nurses’ and adolescents’ needs, capabilities and resources essential to the building of the HOPE programme. Moreover, health care professionals and expert researchers in the field also play a key role in the process.



In this study, person-centred care was introduced as the overall theoretical framework that can influence the development of the HOPE programme and the final version of the HOPE programme. Research has shown that adults with chronic pain prefer services with higher levels of person-centred attributes [62]; thus, the assumption is that adolescents and school nurses also prefer person-centredness. Accordingly, the HOPE programme, in all its parts, revolves around a person-centred ethic. The results of the individual interviews and the focus group interviews in this study supported these assumptions. The school nurses preferred using a model that was built on listening to a narrative, establishing a partnership and sharing documentation [29].



This is the first study that focuses on school nurses’ roles in stress and pain education/management. This type of education is traditionally given to adolescents in specialised health care. The ability to offer pain neuroscience education in the school health programme plays an important role in the building of the HOPE programme. In the HOPE programme, the school nurses adapt the education to the adolescent’s story about his/her chronic pain. The stress and pain education/management in the HOPE programme is combined with a chosen activity. The activity chosen in the HOPE programme derives from the adolescent’s narrative, and the type of activity varies depending on each adolescent’s choice. However, even if the effects of stress and pain education/management are promising, the effects need to be evaluated in an RCT.



One of the initial studies in the development of the HOPE programme reported stereotyped values arising from school nurses’ views of gender [47]. These stereotypes can hinder dialogue with adolescents, which renders an increased awareness of gender perspectives necessary. Accordingly, the HOPE programme offers education about gender perspectives in conjunction with managing adolescents with chronic pain. Having an awareness of attitudes about gender in society can facilitate school nurses’ work with a person-centred approach. Otherwise, school nurses run the risk of being influenced by stereotyped attitudes about gender. The HOPE programme contains a lecture and a film about gender perspectives for about 35 min. Besides, school nurses read an article that compares the HOPE and DISA programmes [47]. DISA has been criticised for reinforcing the stereotypical notions that girls are depressive and have low self-esteem [63]. The HOPE programme aims to minimise the risk of stereotypical interventions and embrace all adolescents with chronic pain. It is unclear whether the HOPE programme can succeed in this particular goal, and it is necessary to investigate whether the HOPE programme fulfils the ambition of inclusion and equality. The next step in developing the HOPE programme is to conduct an RCT.



Limitations


This feasibility study has some limitations. It was not possible to conduct a member check with the school nurses who participated in the two studies that created the HOPE programme; therefore, the results are based on the interview data from other school nurses. Another limitation of the data is that we did not interview the adolescents when testing the feasibility of the HOPE programme. Instead, the interviews with adolescents were conducted in the first phase and, thus, contributed to the content of the HOPE intervention.





5. Conclusions


The HOPE programme is based on the existing evidence of person-centred care and the management of chronic pain; it offers school nurses and adolescents strategies to manage adolescents’ chronic pain. The programme is adapted to fit schools’ health programmes, and school nurses can implement it in their everyday work.







Author Contributions


Conceptualisation: S.N., U.W., G.A., K.D., A.F., M.G., P.-A.R., H.W. and M.L.; Formal analysis: S.N. and M.L.; Funding acquisition: S.N.; Investigation: S.N. and U.W.; Methodology: S.N., U.W., G.A., K.D., A.F., M.G., P.-A.R., H.W. and M.L.; Project administration: S.N.; Supervision: S.N. and M.L.; Visualisation: U.W. and M.L.; Writing the original draft: S.N. and M.L.; Writing the review and editing: U.W., G.A., K.D., A.F., M.G., P.-A.R. and H.W.




Funding


This research was funded by GPCC, Sweden. GPCC is funded by the Swedish government’s grant for Strategic Research Areas, Care Sciences (Swedish Research Council application no. 2009-1088). This study was also co-funded by the University of Gothenburg, Sweden.




Acknowledgments


We thank all the participants who shared their experiences with us.




Conflicts of Interest


The authors declare no conflict of interest.




References


	



Hwang, J.; Louie, P.K.; Phillips, F.M.; An, H.S.; Samartzis, D. Low back pain in children: A rising concern. Eur. Spine J. 2019, 28, 211–213. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Gobina, I.; Villberg, J.; Valimaa, R.; Tynjala, J.; Whitehead, R.; Cosma, A.; Brooks, F.; Cavallo, F.; Ng, K.; de Matos, M.G.; et al. Prevalence of self-reported chronic pain among adolescents: Evidence from 42 countries and regions. Eur. J. Pain 2019, 23, 316–326. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Shannon, R.A.; Bergren, M.D.; Matthews, A. Frequent visitors: Somatization in school-age children and implications for school nurses. J. Sch. Nurs. 2010, 26, 169–182. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Alfven, G.; Ostberg, V.; Hjern, A. Stressor, perceived stress and recurrent pain in swedish schoolchildren. J. Psychosom. Res. 2008, 65, 381–387. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Alvarez, P.; Green, P.G.; Levine, J.D. Stress in the adult rat exacerbates muscle pain induced by early-life stress. Biol. Psychiatry 2013, 74, 688–695. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Hjern, A.; Alfven, G.; Ostberg, V. School stressors, psychological complaints and psychosomatic pain. Acta Paediatr. 2008, 97, 112–117. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Logan, D.E.; Simons, L.E.; Stein, M.J.; Chastain, L. School impairment in adolescents with chronic pain. J. Pain 2008, 9, 407–416. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Ragnarsson, S.; Myleus, A.; Hurtig, A.K.; Sjoberg, G.; Rosvall, P.A.; Petersen, S. Recurrent pain and academic achievement in school-aged children: A systematic review. J. Sch. Nurs. 2019. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Logan, D.E.; Gray, L.S.; Iversen, C.N.; Kim, S. School self-concept in adolescents with chronic pain. J. Pediatr. Psychol. 2017, 42, 892–901. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Logan, D.E.; Curran, J.A. Adolescent chronic pain problems in the school setting: Exploring the experiences and beliefs of selected school personnel through focus group methodology. J. Adolesc. Health 2005, 37, 281–288. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Logan, D.E.; Catanese, S.P.; Coakley, R.M.; Scharff, L. Chronic pain in the classroom: Teachers’ attributions about the causes of chronic pain. J. Sch. Health 2007, 77, 248–256. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Sato, A.F.; Keri, R.; Hainsworth, K.R.; Anderson Khan, K.; Ladwig, R.J.; Weisman, S.J.; Hobart Davies, W. School absenteeism in pediatric chronic pain: Identifying lessons learned from the general school absenteeism literature. Child. Healthc. 2007, 36, 355–372. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Skundberg-Kletthagen, H.; Moen, O.L. Mental health work in school health services and school nurses’ involvement and attitudes, in a norwegian context. J. Clin. Nurs. 2017, 26, 5044–5051. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Socialstyrelsen&Skolverket. Vägledning för elevhälsan. 2014. Available online: https://www.uppdragpsykiskhalsa.se/assets/uploads/2016/03/vagledning-for-elevhalsan.pdf (accessed on 1 July 2019).

	



Skollag. 2010. Available online: https://www.riksdagen.se/sv/dokument-lagar/dokument/svensk-forfattningssamling/skollag-2010800_sfs-2010-800 (accessed on 1 July 2019).

	



Institute of Medicine (US) Committee on Quality of Health Care in America. Crossing the Quality Chasm: A New Health System for the 21st Century; National Academies Press: Washington, DC, USA, 2001. [Google Scholar]

	



Epping-Jordan, J.E.; Pruitt, S.D.; Bengoa, R.; Wagner, E.H. Improving the quality of health care for chronic conditions. Qual. Saf. Health Care 2004, 13, 299–305. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Nyborg, V.N.; Hvalvik, S.; McCormack, B. Understanding care in the past to develop caring science of the future: A historical methodological approach. Scand. J. Caring Sci. 2018, 32, 1485–1491. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Ekman, I. The gpcc. Eur. Heart J. 2018, 39, 495–496. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



WHO. World Health Statistics. Available online: https://www.who.int/gho/publications/world_health_statistics/en/ (accessed on 1 July 2019).

	



Craig, P.; Dieppe, P.; Macintyre, S.; Michie, S.; Nazareth, I.; Petticrew, M. Developing and evaluating complex interventions: The new medical research council guidance. BMJ 2008, 337, a1655. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Craig, P.; Dieppe, P.; Macintyre, S.; Michie, S.; Nazareth, I.; Petticrew, M. Developing and evaluating complex interventions: The new medical research council guidance. Int. J. Nurs. Stud. 2013, 50, 587–592. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Haijes, H.A.; van Thiel, G.J. Participatory methods in pediatric participatory research: A systematic review. Pediatr. Res. 2016, 79, 676–683. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Alfredsson, C.; Karlsson, J. Skolsköterskans erfarenheter av att hantera barn med psykosomatisk smärta; University of Borås: Borås, Sweden, 2014. [Google Scholar]

	



Ekelund, L.; Wikander, G. Skolsköterskans betydelse vid hantering av återkommande smärta—Kvalitativ intervjustudie av ungdomars upplevelse; University of Borås: Borås, Sweden, 2014. [Google Scholar]

	



Rosvall, P.-A.; Nilsson, S. Challenges of engagement with health services in sweden’s schools: Listening to the views of school nurses and students with recurrent pain. Pastoral Care Educ. 2016, 34, 3–12. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Nilsson, S.; Rosvall, P.Å.; Jonsson, A. Adolescent-centered pain management in school when adolescents have chronic pain: A qualitative study. Glob. J. Health Sci. 2017, 9, 8–19. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Alfven, G.; Grillner, S.; Andersson, E. Review of childhood pain highlights the role of negative stress. Acta Paediatr. 2019. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Ekman, I.; Swedberg, K.; Taft, C.; Lindseth, A.; Norberg, A.; Brink, E.; Carlsson, J.; Dahlin-Ivanoff, S.; Johansson, I.L.; Kjellgren, K.; et al. Person-centered care--ready for prime time. Eur. J. Cardiovasc. Nurs. 2011, 10, 248–251. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Moseley, G.L.; Butler, D.S. Fifteen years of explaining pain: The past, present, and future. J. Pain 2015, 16, 807–813. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Alfven, G.; Grillner, S.; Andersson, E. Children with chronic stress-induced recurrent muscle pain have enhanced startle reaction. Eur. J. Pain 2017, 21, 1561–1570. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Latremoliere, A.; Woolf, C.J. Central sensitization: A generator of pain hypersensitivity by central neural plasticity. J. Pain 2009, 10, 895–926. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Swain, M.S.; Henschke, N.; Kamper, S.J.; Gobina, I.; Ottova-Jordan, V.; Maher, C.G. An international survey of pain in adolescents. BMC Public Health 2014, 14, 447. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Brun Sundblad, G.M.; Saartok, T.; Engstrom, L.M. Prevalence and co-occurrence of self-rated pain and perceived health in school-children: Age and gender differences. Eur. J. Pain 2007, 11, 171–180. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Walker, S.M. Pain in children: Recent advances and ongoing challenges. Br. J. Anaesth. 2008, 101, 101–110. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Leveille, S.G.; Zhang, Y.; McMullen, W.; Kelly-Hayes, M.; Felson, D.T. Sex differences in musculoskeletal pain in older adults. Pain 2005, 116, 332–338. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Mogil, J.S. Sex differences in pain and pain inhibition: Multiple explanations of a controversial phenomenon. Nat. Rev. Neurosci. 2012, 13, 859. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Melchior, M.; Poisbeau, P.; Gaumond, I.; Marchand, S. Insights into the mechanisms and the emergence of sex-differences in pain. Neuroscience 2016, 338, 63–80. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Keogh, E. Sex and gender as social-contextual factors in pain. In Social and Interpersonal Dynamics in Pain: We Don’t Suffer alone; Vervoort, T., Karos, K., Trost, Z., Prkachin, K.M., Eds.; Springer: Cham, Switzerland, 2018; pp. 433–453. [Google Scholar]

	



Odih, P. Gender and Work in Capitalist Economies; Open University Press: Berkshire, UK, 2007. [Google Scholar]

	



Egger, H.L.; Costello, E.J.; Erkanli, A.; Angold, A. Somatic complaints and psychopathology in children and adolescents: Stomach aches, musculoskeletal pains, and headaches. J. Am. Acad. Child Adolesc. Psychiatry 1999, 38, 852–860. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Hoftun, G.B.; Romundstad, P.R.; Rygg, M. Factors associated with adolescent chronic non-specific pain, chronic multisite pain, and chronic pain with high disability: The young-hunt study 2008. J. Pain 2012, 13, 874–883. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Luntamo, T.; Sourander, A.; Gyllenberg, D.; Sillanmaki, L.; Aromaa, M.; Tamminen, T.; Kumpulainen, K.; Moilanen, I.; Piha, J. Do headache and abdominal pain in childhood predict suicides and severe suicide attempts? Finnish nationwide 1981 birth cohort study. Child Psychiatry Hum. Dev. 2014, 45, 110–118. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Kaczynski, K.J.; Claar, R.L.; Logan, D.E. Testing gender as a moderator of associations between psychosocial variables and functional disability in children and adolescents with chronic pain. J. Pediatr. Psychol. 2009, 34, 738–748. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Garmy, P.; Jakobsson, U.; Carlsson, K.S.; Berg, A.; Clausson, E.K. Evaluation of a school-based program aimed at preventing depressive symptoms in adolescents. J. Sch. Nurs. 2015, 31, 117–125. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Bohman, H.; Laftman, S.B.; Cleland, N.; Lundberg, M.; Paaren, A.; Jonsson, U. Somatic symptoms in adolescence as a predictor of severe mental illness in adulthood: A long-term community-based follow-up study. Child Adolesc. Psychiatry Ment. Health 2018, 12, 42. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Rosvall, P.A.; Nilsson, S. Gender-based generalisations in school nurses’ appraisals of and interventions addressing students’ mental health. BMC Health Serv. Res. 2016, 16, 451. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fors, A.; Ekman, I.; Taft, C.; Bjorkelund, C.; Frid, K.; Larsson, M.E.; Thorn, J.; Ulin, K.; Wolf, A.; Swedberg, K. Person-centred care after acute coronary syndrome, from hospital to primary care—A randomised controlled trial. Int. J. Cardiol. 2015, 187, 693–699. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Wager, J.; Stahlschmidt, L.; Heuer, F.; Troche, S.; Zernikow, B. The impact of a short educational movie on promoting chronic pain health literacy in school: A feasibility study. Eur. J. Pain 2018, 22, 1142–1150. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Birnie, K.A.; Noel, M.; Chambers, C.T.; Uman, L.S.; Parker, J.A. Psychological interventions for needle-related procedural pain and distress in children and adolescents. Cochrane Database Syst. Rev. 2018, 10, CD005179. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Lin, Y.C.; Wan, L.; Jamison, R.N. Using integrative medicine in pain management: An evaluation of current evidence. Anesth. Analg. 2017, 125, 2081–2093. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Kichline, T.; Cushing, C.C. A systematic review and quantitative analysis on the impact of aerobic exercise on pain intensity in children with chronic pain. Child. Health Care 2018, 48, 244–261. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Larsson, B.; Carlsson, J.; Fichtel, A.; Melin, L. Relaxation treatment of adolescent headache sufferers: Results from a school-based replication series. Headache 2005, 45, 692–704. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



McGrath, P.J.; Walco, G.A.; Turk, D.C.; Dworkin, R.H.; Brown, M.T.; Davidson, K.; Eccleston, C.; Finley, G.A.; Goldschneider, K.; Haverkos, L.; et al. Core outcome domains and measures for pediatric acute and chronic/recurrent pain clinical trials: Pedimmpact recommendations. J. Pain 2008, 9, 771–783. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fors, A.; Taft, C.; Ulin, K.; Ekman, I. Person-centred care improves self-efficacy to control symptoms after acute coronary syndrome: A randomized controlled trial. Eur. J. Cardiovasc. Nurs. 2016, 15, 186–194. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Fors, A.; Blanck, E.; Ali, L.; Ekberg-Jansson, A.; Fu, M.; Lindstrom Kjellberg, I.; Makitalo, A.; Swedberg, K.; Taft, C.; Ekman, I. Effects of a person-centred telephone-support in patients with chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and/or chronic heart failure—A randomized controlled trial. PLoS ONE 2018, 13, e0203031. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Holm, S.; Ljungman, G.; Asenlof, P.; Linton, S.J.; Soderlund, A. Treating youth in pain: Comparing tailored behavioural medicine treatment provided by physical therapists in primary care with physical exercises. Eur. J. Pain 2016, 20, 626–638. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Duberg, A.; Hagberg, L.; Sunvisson, H.; Moller, M. Influencing self-rated health among adolescent girls with dance intervention: A randomized controlled trial. JAMA Pediatr. 2013, 167, 27–31. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef]

	



Faulstich, M.E.; Carey, M.P.; Ruggiero, L.; Enyart, P.; Gresham, F. Assessment of depression in childhood and adolescence: An evaluation of the center for epidemiological studies depression scale for children (ces-dc). Am. J. Psychiatry 1986, 143, 1024–1027. [Google Scholar] [PubMed]

	



Broman, J.E.; Smedje, H.; Mallon, L.; Hetta, J. The minimal insomnia symptom scale (miss): A brief measure of sleeping difficulties. Ups J. Med. Sci. 2008, 113, 131–142. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Hsieh, H.F.; Shannon, S.E. Three approaches to qualitative content analysis. Qual. Health Res. 2005, 15, 1277–1288. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Burton, C.D.; Entwistle, V.A.; Elliott, A.M.; Krucien, N.; Porteous, T.; Ryan, M. The value of different aspects of person-centred care: A series of discrete choice experiments in people with long-term conditions. BMJ Open 2017, 7, e015689. [Google Scholar] [CrossRef] [PubMed]

	



Gunnarsson, K. Med önskan om kontroll—Figurationer av hälsa i skolors hälsofrämjande arbete; Stockholm University: Stockholm, Sweden, 2015. [Google Scholar]








[image: Children 06 00095 g001 550] 





Figure 1. Key elements of the development and evaluation process as described by the Medical Research Council (MRC) framework for developing a complex intervention. 
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Figure 2. The development of the HOPE programme. 
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Figure 3. The four sessions in the Help Overcoming Pain Early (HOPE) intervention. 
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Table 1. Examples of stress- and/or pain-relieving strategies.
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	○

	
Breathing exercises




	○

	
Massage/touch




	○

	
Physical activities




	○

	
Relaxation
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Table 2. Assessments of pain location, duration, intensity and impact.
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	The most dominant pain localisation



	The second most dominant pain localisation



	The frequency of the most dominant pain



	Continuous pain



	Several times a day



	Once a day



	Several hours each time



	Several times a month



	Once a month



	The duration of the most dominant pain



	Continuous pain



	Several days each time



	Several times a week



	Approximately one hour each time



	Several minutes each time



	The intensity of the most dominant pain (0–10)



	To what extent does all the pain influence you?



	Not at all



	Pretty much



	Little



	A lot
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Table 3. The constructs assessed for each of the programme’s key domains.
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	Construct
	Measurement





	Depression
	CES-DC [59]



	Pain duration, intensity, location and impact
	Questionnaire (Table 2)



	School attendance
	Journal data



	Self-efficacy
	SEDA scale [57]



	Self-rated health
	Self-rated health [58]



	Sleep
	MISS [60]
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