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Mark calls Tina a slut in front of their friends. Tina slaps
him.

David is following Maria and won’t leave her alone. Maria 
pushes him out of her way

Tony is harassing Gina about her new haircut, saying that
she looks like a poodle. Gina gets really angry at Tony and

pushes him.

Tom and Yolanda are having an argument. Things are 
getting out of hand and Tom starts pushing and shoving 

Yolanda. When he won’t stop, Yolanda slaps him.

Jeff finds out that Debbie has been seeing someone else
behind his back. He gets really mad and he slaps her.

Lisa won’t stop making fun of Charlie in front of their 
friends. Charlie loses his temper and pushes her.

Peter gets really angry at Patti and slaps her when she
threatens to break up with him.

Karen is teasing Frank at a party about being too stupid to 
pass English. When she won’t stop. Frank just loses it and 

hits Karen.

Keisha sees Rick flirting with Angie. Keisha gets mad and
hits Angie and tells her to keep her hands off Rick.

John catches Janet flirting with Tyrone. John gets really
mad and hits Tyrone for flirting with Janet.

Justification of physical violence by boys and girls
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Figure S1. The extent to which all the participants justify physical violence as a means of conflict 

resolution, based on the AADS test. 
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Table S1. The extent to which girls justify female psychological violence against partners, based on the 

JVCT test.   

 

 

Level of justification 

Never 
In extreme 

situations 
Rarely 

In some 

cases 

In many 

cases 

Insulting or threatening the 

boyfriend/girlfriend. 
76,8% 12,1% 4,3% 4,3% 2,5% 

Being grumpy when talking 

about a subject. 
16,0% 21,3% 30,5% 22,8% 9,4% 

Suddenly leaving the room, 

house or place of the 

discussion 

22,0% 26,5% 21,7% 14,1% 15,7% 

Doing or saying something to 

upset the boyfriend/girlfriend. 
65,5% 12,9% 11,2% 6,9% 3,6% 

Do not let the 

boyfriend/girlfriend see or talk 

to your family. 

87,4% 4,8% 4,0% 2,0% 1,8% 

Turn the boyfriend/girlfriend's 

family or friends against 

him/her. 

89,4% 4,8% 2,8% 1,3% 1,8% 

Don't let your 

boyfriend/girlfriend do things to 

be with you. 

70,0% 13,2% 8,4% 4,8% 3,6% 

Interfering in the relationship 

with family members. 
76,0% 13,0% 4,3% 3,6% 3,1% 

Being jealous of their friends 

and suspicious of them. 
40,1% 28,9% 16,8% 7,9% 6,3% 

Becoming jealous of other 

boys/girls 
32,0% 26,1% 18,3% 12,7% 10,9% 

Check what he/she does and 

demand to know where he/she 

has been. 

75,9% 10,7% 4,1% 5,6% 3,8% 

Accusing the 

boyfriend/girlfriend of going out 

with another boy/girlfriend. 

57,1% 24,1% 8,6% 5,1% 5,1% 
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Table S2. The extent to which boys justify female psychological violence against partners, based on the 

JVCT test. 

 

 

Level of justification 

Never 
In extreme 

situations 
Rarely 

In some 

cases 

In many 

cases 

Insulting or threatening the 

boyfriend/girlfriend. 
74,2% 12,9% 7,7% 2,6% 2,6% 

Being grumpy when talking 

about a subject. 
21,9% 17,1% 24,5% 23,3% 13,3% 

Suddenly leaving the room, 

house or place of the 

discussion 

22,4% 24,7% 21,4% 18,4% 13,2% 

Doing or saying something to 

upset the boyfriend/girlfriend. 
61,8% 16,4% 11,2% 5,4% 5,2% 

Do not let the 

boyfriend/girlfriend see or talk 

to your family. 

85,2% 5,6% 3,7% 1,6% 3,7% 

Turn the boyfriend/girlfriend's 

family or friends against 

him/her. 

82,2% 9,9% 3,3% 1,6% 3,1% 

Don't let your 

boyfriend/girlfriend do things to 

be with you. 

63,7% 17,5% 10,6% 3,5% 4,7% 

Interfering in the relationship 

with family members. 
70,1% 14,6% 8,9% 2,8% 3,5% 

Being jealous of their friends 

and suspicious of them. 
43,8% 26,9% 13,1% 8,9% 7,3% 

Becoming jealous of other 

boys/girls 
35,0% 24,2% 19,0% 12,4% 9,4% 

Check what he/she does and 

demand to know where he/she 

has been. 

67,1% 15,3% 7,3% 6,8% 3,5% 

Accusing the 

boyfriend/girlfriend of going out 

with another boy/girlfriend. 

52,2% 23,8% 11,8% 5,9% 6,4% 
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Table S3. The extent to which girls justify male psychological violence against partners, based on the 

JVCT test. 

 

 

Level of justification 

Never 
In extreme 

situations 
Rarely 

In some 

cases 

In many 

cases 

Insulting or threatening the 

boyfriend/girlfriend. 

79,2% 9,9% 4,2% 3,5% 3,2% 

Being grumpy when talking 

about a subject. 

15,7% 22,1% 28,9% 23,4% 9,9% 

Suddenly leaving the room, 

house or place of the 

discussion 

20,9% 27,7% 22,9% 13,0% 15,5% 

Doing or saying something to 

upset the boyfriend/girlfriend. 

66,3% 13,3% 10,5% 6,4% 3,6% 

Do not let the 

boyfriend/girlfriend see or talk 

to your family. 

86,5% 5,1% 3,8% 2,3% 2,3% 

Turn the boyfriend/girlfriend's 

family or friends against 

him/her. 

87,5% 4,6% 3,8% 2,3% 1,8% 

Don't let your 

boyfriend/girlfriend do things to 

be with you. 

69,8% 12,5% 8,2% 5,4% 4,1% 

Interfering in the relationship 

with family members. 

73,6% 13,1% 6,7% 3,1% 3,6% 

Being jealous of their friends 

and suspicious of them. 

40,1% 29,1% 15,8% 7,7% 7,4% 

Becoming jealous of other 

boys/girls 

30,4% 26,8% 18,6% 11,7% 12,5% 

Check what he/she does and 

demand to know where he/she 

has been. 

74,7% 9,0% 4,6% 5,6% 6,1% 

Accusing the 

boyfriend/girlfriend of going out 

with another boy/girlfriend. 

55,2% 24,3% 9,5% 5,6% 5,4% 
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Table S4. The extent to which boys justify male psychological violence against partners, based on the 

JVCT test. 

 

 

Level of justification 

Never 
In extreme 

situations 
Rarely 

In some 

cases 

In many 

cases 

Insulting or threatening the 

boyfriend/girlfriend. 

75,0% 12,7% 5,6% 3,6% 3,1% 

Being grumpy when talking 

about a subject. 

23,6% 16,1% 26,4% 22,2% 11,7% 

Suddenly leaving the room, 

house or place of the 

discussion 

24,1% 23,7% 21,8% 19,0% 11,4% 

Doing or saying something to 

upset the boyfriend/girlfriend. 

62,8% 16,2% 10,9% 5,8% 4,4% 

Do not let the 

boyfriend/girlfriend see or talk 

to your family. 

83,4% 6,2% 5,1% 2,1% 3,2% 

Turn the boyfriend/girlfriend's 

family or friends against 

him/her. 

82,2% 9,2% 4,4% 1,6% 2,5% 

Don't let your 

boyfriend/girlfriend do things to 

be with you. 

64,4% 16,9% 11,1% 4,2% 3,5% 

Interfering in the relationship 

with family members. 

69,4% 14,1% 11,1% 3,0% 2,5% 

Being jealous of their friends 

and suspicious of them. 

44,0% 28,8% 12,9% 8,1% 6,2% 

Becoming jealous of other 

boys/girls 

35,3% 25,6% 19,1% 10,8% 9,2% 

Check what he/she does and 

demand to know where he/she 

has been. 

66,7% 14,3% 8,1% 6,9% 3,9% 

Accusing the 

boyfriend/girlfriend of going out 

with another boy/girlfriend. 

51,8% 24,2% 10,1% 7,4% 6,5% 
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Figure S2. Analysis of the changes on physical violence, based on the AADS dimensions, after 

the educational intervention. Statistical analyses were performed through a Wilcoxon test. Box 

plots depict 5th (lower edge) and 95th (upper edge) percentiles and median (horizontal bar).
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Figure S3. Analysis of the changes on psychological violence, based on the JVCT dimensions, 

after the educational intervention in the boys group. Statistical analyses were performed through 

a Wilcoxon test. Box plots depict 5th (lower edge) and 95th (upper edge) percentiles and median 

(horizontal bar).  
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Figure S4. Analysis of the changes on psychological violence, based on the JVCT dimensions, 

after the educational intervention in the girls group. Statistical analyses were performed through 

a Wilcoxon test. Box plots depict 5th (lower edge) and 95th (upper edge) percentiles and median 

(horizontal bar). 
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