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Abstract: The use of electronic cigarettes (e-cig) or personal vaporizers (PV) has increased in recent
years, especially among adolescents and adults, increasing risk factors for their health or being a
starting point for other risk behaviours. The aim of our study is to learn the knowledge, attitudes
and behaviours of the adolescent and young adult population on the use of e-cigarettes or PVs.
A cross-sectional descriptive study was carried out among 375 subjects. The use of e-cigs or PVs
was measured using a self-administered questionnaire. Overall, 13.33% of the respondents used
e-cigarettes or PVs. A correlation could be established between vape use and age, with 14-18-year-
olds being the highest users (25.9%). Additionally, 90.13% of the respondents answered that e-cig
or PV use was harmful to health. Other behaviours, such as consumption of energy drinks (ED),
increases the probability of vaping by 3.08 times (CI = 1.55-6.29; p = 0.001). Subjects aged 23-26 years
and 27-34 years are less likely to vape than subjects aged 14-18 years (OR = 0.31: CI = 0.09-0.96;
p =0.044; OR = 0.07: CI = 0.00-0.63; p = 0.037). The same applies to subjects with secondary education
(OR =0.17: CI =0.04-0.66; p = 0.011) and postgraduate education (OR = 0.07: CI =0.06-1.19; p = 0.043),
than subjects with primary education. The use of e-cigs and PVs starts at an early age, despite the
known harmful effects of e-cigs and PVs. Their use may occur mainly in recreational situations and
in association with other substances such as ED.

Keywords: adolescent; e-cigarette vapor; personal vaporizer; dangerous behaviour; vape; vap-
ing; adult

1. Introduction

During the adolescence period or among adults, risk behaviours are common, such
as using harmful substances [1]. The type of substance consumed has been developing
in the course of time, and new devices for its consumption have appeared. Within these
substances and devices, we can find the electronic cigarette (e-cig) or personal vaporizer
(PV). These electronic devices are designed for the inhalation of a liquid converted into an
aerosol. There are different types of liquids with sweet, fruit and mint flavours, sometimes
also containing nicotine [2].

Use of e-cigs and PVs has increased in the last few years among the adolescent and
adult population [3,4]. E-cigs and PVs appeared as a “healthier” alternative to tobacco, as a
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first step to giving up smoking [5,6] and to avoid new anti-smoking laws. These devices
are capable of vaporizing a nicotine or nicotine-free solution combined with flavoured
liquids [7]. The use of these devices may potentially play a role in social imbalance, learning
and academic performance in this population [6].

Furthermore, some authors have concluded that e-cig consumption increases health
threats in this population in both t short-and long-term [8]. In 2018, the increase in e-cig and
PV use among young people was considered an epidemic in the USA. In 2019, an emerging
disease gained awareness in USA, where patients had serious lung injuries associated
with the use of e-cigs and PVs (EVALI) [9,10]. Additionally, according to the reported
data from Liu et al. in 2020, smokers have a higher probability of disease progression of
COVID-19 [11].

E-cig and PV use is associated with other behaviours or factors such as age, socio-
economic status, physical activity or the idea that they are healthier or less harmful than
other behaviours [12]. In addition, male gender, stress and everyday situations such as
studies or work may lead to an increase in e-cig or PV use among adolescents [13,14].

Other studies show that those individuals who use e-cigs or PVs are more likely to
use other substances [15], including energy drinks. Some studies have shown a strong asso-
ciation between e-cig and PV use and energy drink consumption [16,17]. This relationship
could also be the other way around, as Fagar et al. in 2020 concluded that energy drink
consumption increased the likelihood of using an e-cigs and PVs by 4.66 times [18].

In the past, sports people were the major consumers of energy drinks (ED), with the
aim to reduce fatigue associated with exercise [19], but due to their normalization and the
increasing variety existing on the market [20], the consumption of these drinks has become
very popular among adolescents and adults, presenting an important increase in the last
few years [21,22]. The majority of the consumption of these drinks is linked to smoking
habits and alcohol, as well as risky sexual behaviour and a higher accident rate [23].

No published articles have been found that relate e-cig and PV use to behavioural or
daily life behaviours, such as exercise, school/work performance, sleeping hours, night-
time leisure or other newly emerging behaviours such as the consumption of energy drinks.
It is, therefore, necessary not only to know the prevalence of e-cigarette or PV use, but
also how these can affect the daily life of the population that consumes them and the
circumstances in which this consumption takes place, with the aim of creating preventive
health policies to reduce or delay their use and, thus, avoid the appearance of other risk
behaviours or health problems in the adolescent and young adult population.

The aim of our study is to learn the knowledge, attitudes and behaviours of the
adolescent and young adult population on the use of e-cigarettes or personal vaporizers.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Study Design and Participants

A cross-sectional descriptive study. Non-probability convenience and snowball sampling
were used, where the participants themselves disseminate and recruit other participants.

The inclusion criteria for the sample were that the participants had to be between 14
and 34 years of age and who voluntarily want to participate.

2.2. Instruments and Variables

The sociodemographic variables collected were gender, age, residence, socioeconomic
status, study level, and employment status.

A standardized questionnaire about vaping in the adolescent and adult population
was not found. For that reason, a structured questionnaire prepared by the authors was
designed, taking as reference other questionnaires about tobacco and drugs consumption.
Advice from a focus group formed by 5 members was sought, and some questions were
modified due to the duality of its contents.

The questionnaire for data collection was divided into 3 sections. In the first section,
sociodemographic variables were collected; in section two, behavioural and life variables
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were collected; and in the last section, variables related to vaping were collected. The
variables and questions are shown in the different tables in the results section.

2.3. Data Collection

The questionnaire was administered online via a free platform (Google Forms) (https:
//drive.google.com/file/d/1ocGdcdIYt]pqcHW8RZCvIK4YclCKXoTX/view?usp=share_
link (accessed on 12 December 2022)) [24]. Social networks such as WhatsApp, Twitter, Face-
book, and Instagram were used for its dissemination. The questionnaire was administered
between March and April of 2020.Completion of the questionnaire was voluntary.

2.4. Statistical Analysis

The statistical treatment was carried out with IBM SPSS Statistic 25 software (IBM
SPSS Statistics for Windows, Version 25.0, IBM Corp., Armonk, NY, USA). A descriptive
analysis was carried out to determine the sample distribution for each of the variables
studied. The qualitative variables were represented by frequency and percentage, and the
quantitative variables were expressed by the mean and standard deviation or dispersion.

Subsequently, and using the X test, it was studied whether there were significant
differences between age and the use of e-cigs or PVs. In addition, the relationship between
vaping and energy drinks was studied, as well as the relationship between vaping and the
independent variables studied.

A linear regression model was performed within the independent variables: age,
gender, place of residence, work and consumption of energy drinks, for the variable of
vaping use, obtaining OR values.

Statistical significance was determined for a value of p < 0.05.

2.5. Ethical Considerations

This work was conducted in accordance with the Declaration of Helsinki. The aim
of the study and the anonymity of participants, as well as the voluntary character of
participation, were all explained before the participants started answering the questionnaire
and their informed consent was obtained. The participants were also informed that the
data obtained would be used for research purposes only.

3. Results

The questionnaire was answered by a total of 386 subjects. Eleven questionnaires were
eliminated in total, two because they did not answer all the items, and nine contradicted
their answers. Ultimately, the sample was 375 subjects.

3.1. Socio-Demographic Variables

The sample was 375 participants: 71.73% (n = 269) were females, and 28.27% (1 = 106)
were males. Subjects between 19- and 22-years-old were the most prevalent (43.20%,
n =162). Regarding the place of residence, 78.67% (n = 295) lived at the family home,
against 2.13% (n = 8) that lived independently and 19.20% (n = 72) in shared accommoda-
tion. According to socioeconomic status, 81.65% (1 = 307) were classified as middle level,
followed by 16.53% (1 = 62) of low level. Overall, 53.60% of the surveyed were studying
or had already studied university degrees, and 0.27% did not possess any educational
qualifications. On the other hand, 64.53% of the surveyed were studying, 17.87% worked
and 17.60% were doing both things (Table 1).
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Table 1. Socio-demographic variables.

n %

Gender

Female 269 71.73

Male 106 28.27
Age range

14-18 years 54 14.40

19-22 years 162 43.20

23-26 years 124 33.07

27-34 years 35 9.33
Residence

Family 295 78.67

Shared accommodation 72 19.20

Alone 8 213
Socioeconomic status

Low 62 16.53

Medium 307 81.87

High 6 1.60
Study level

No formal education 1 0.27

Primary education (School) 13 3.47

Secondary education (College/High School) 126 33.60

University degree 201 53.60

Postgraduate degree 34 9.07
Currently, what do you do?

Studying 242 64.53

Working 67 17.87

Studying and working 66 17.60

3.2. Vaping Consumption and Health

Overall, 25.9% of the subjects aged 14-18 years were vaping, with statistically sig-
nificant differences in the different age groups. Additionally, 90.13% of the respondents
answered that e-cig or PV use was harmful to their health (p = 0.020), and 52.80% answered

that they were not healthier than smoking (Table 2).

Table 2. Vaping consumption and health.

Age Range (n, %)

Questions
14-18 19-22 23-26 27-34 Total P
Do you vape?
Yes 14 (25.9) 21 (13.0) 14 (11.3) 1(2.9) 50 (13.33) 0.010 %
No 40 (74.1) 141 (87.0) 110 (88.7) 34 (97.1) 325 (86.67)
Do you think that vaping is harmful?
Yes 42 (77.8) 151 (93.2) 114 (91.9) 31 (88.6) 338 (90.13) 0,020 *
No 2(3.7) 3(1.9) 4(3.2) - 9 (2.40) :
Do not know 10 (18.5) 8 (4.9) 6(4.8) 4 (11.4) 28 (7.47)
Do you think that vaping is healthier
than traditional cigarettes?
Yes 20 (37.0) 55 (34.0) 30 (24.2) 10 (28.6) 115 (30.67) 0.552
No 25 (46.3) 80 (49.4) 73 (58.9) 20 (57.1) 198 (52.80)
Do not know 9(16.7) 27 (16.7) 21 (16.9) 5(14.3) 62 (16.63)

Note: * p < 0.05.



Healthcare 2023, 11, 382

50f11

3.3. Behaviours and Characteristics of Vapers

Among the subjects who vaped, 40.0% (n = 50) used an electronic vaporizer (EV), the
subjects from 19- to 22-years-old being the ones who use it the most (58.8%). Additionally,
34.0% of respondents did not know or distinguish the type of device used.

The nicotine-free and flavoured substance was the most used (62.0%). The subjects
who used the most flavouring and nicotine were between 19- and 22-years-old. Fruit
flavours were the most commonly used (42.0%), being most used especially by subjects
aged 14-18 years and 23-26 years, with 33.3%, respectively.

Overall, 75% of the subjects using vaping as a tobacco substitute were those aged
23-26 years. The most common answers by the subjects of the study and that reflect
this figure are: “because I like the flavours”, “simply I like it”, “it distracts me” and “it
relaxes me”. In total, 68.0% vaped when with friends, and 100.0% vaped in all the listed
situations. These last two variables were statistically significant among the different age
groups (Table 3).

Table 3. Behaviours and characteristics of vapers.

Age Range (n, %)

Questions
14-18 19-22 23-26 27-34 Total P
Which type of vaporizer do you use?
E-cig 0(0.0) 1 (100.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 1(2.0)
EV 4(23.5) 10 (58.8) 3(17.6) 1(5.0) 20 (40.0) 0.602
MV 6 (30.0) 7 (35.0) 6 (30.0) 0(0.0) 9 (18.0) )
SMV 4(44.4) 1(11.1) 4 (44.4) 0(0.0) 3 (16.0)
Do not know 0(0.0) 2(66.7) 1(33.3) 0(0.0) 17 (34.0)
Which substance do you use when you vape?
Nicotine 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Nicotine-free and flavoured substance 8(258) 14 (45.2) 9 (29.0) 0(0.0)  31(62.0) 0.573
Nicotine and flavours 6 (31.0) 7 (36.8) 5(26.3) 1(5.3) 19 (38.0)
Which flavour do you use?
Sweet 1(25.0) 2(50.0) 1(25.0) 0(0.0) 4 (8.0)
Fruit 7 (33.3) 6 (28.6) 7 (33.3) 1(4.8) 21 (42.0) 0.806
Mint 3 (30.0) 6 (60.0) 1(10.0) 0(0.0) 10 (20.0)
All of them 3(20.0) 7 (46.1) 5(33.3) 0(0.0) 15 (30.0)
Why do you use vaporizers?
For fun 5(29.4) 9 (52.0) 3(17.6) 0(0.0) 17 (34.0)
For pleasure 5 (27.8) 6 (33.3) 7 (38.9) 0 (0.0) 18 (36.0) 0.009 **
To relax myself 4(36.4) 6 (54.5) 1(9.1) 0(0.0) 11 (22.0)
As substitute of traditional cigarettes 0(0.0) 0 (0.0) 3 (75.0) 1(25.0) 4(8.0)
In which circumstances do you vape?
With friends 12 (35.3) 14 (41.2) 8(23.5) 0(0.0) 34 (68.0)
With family 1 (50.0) 1 (50.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2 (4.0)
Party time 0(0.0) 1 (50.0) 1 (50.0) 0(0.0) 2 (4.0) 0.003 **
At home 0(0.0) 1 (50.0) 0(0.0) 1 (50.0) 2 (4.0)
Alone and friends 1(12.5) 4 (50.0) 3 (37.5) 0 (0.0) 8 (16.0)
All of them 0(0.0) 1 (50.0) 2 (100.0) 0(0.0) 2 (4.0)

E-cig: electronic cigarette; EV: electric vaporizer; MV: mechanical vaporizer; SMV: semi-mechanical vaporizer.
Note: ** p < 0.005.

3.4. Variables Correlated with Vaping

Energy drinks consumption was more prevalent in participants who vaped (68.0%,
p < 0.001). We assessed whether using an e-cig or PV influenced different physical or
behavioural variables such as health perception, physical exercise, sleep, nightlife, aca-
demic/job performance, and difficulty with social interaction. The results showed that
vapers had a more active nightlife (p = 0.006). Although the other variables did not indicate
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statistically significant differences (p > 0.05), academic/job performance was weaker in

participants who vaped (Table 4).

Table 4. Relation between variables and vaping.

Vaping
Total p
YES NO
Do you use energy drinks?
Yes 34 (68.0) 109 (33.5) 143 (38.13) <0.001 ***
No 16 (32.0) 216 (66.5) 232 (61.87)
What is your health like compared to others?
Very good 12 (24.0) 59 (18.2) 71 (18.93)
Good 31 (62.0) 203 (62.5) 234 (62.40)
Regular 5 (10.0) 58 (17.8) 63 (16.80) 0.330
Bad 2 (4.0) 4(1.2) 6 (1.60)
Very bad 0(0.0) 1(0.3) 1(0.27)
How many hours do you sleep during night time?
<4h 0(0.0) 2(0.6) 2(0.53)
4-6h 7 (14.0) 38 (11.7) 45 (12.00) 0.748
6-8h 31 (62.0) 222 (68.3) 253 (67.47)
>8h 12 (24.0) 63 (19.4) 75 (20.00)
Do you rest well?
Yes 33 (66.0) 238 (73.2) 271 (72.27)
A bit 15 (30.0) 74 (22.8) 89 (23.73) 0.530
No 3(4.0) 23 (4.0) 15 (4.0)
Do you practice physical exercising?
Daily 2 (4.0 22 (6.8) 24 (6.40)
5/week 9 (18.0) 55 (16.9) 64 (17.07)
3/week 21 (42.0) 106 (32.6) 127 (33.87) 0.680
1/week 8 (16.0) 60 (18.5) 68 (18.13)
Never 10 (20.0) 82 (25.2) 92 (24.53)
How is the intensity of the exercise (measured with
speech-test)?
Light (you can talk without problems) 14 (28.0) 65 (20.0) 79 (21.07) 0.598
Moderate (you speak with difficulty, only short sentences) 23 (46.0) 161 (49.5) 184 (49.07) :
Intense (you can only pronounce monosyllables) 4(8.0) 25(7.7) 29 (7.73)
Not applicable 9 (18.0) 74 (22.8) 83 (22.13)
How often do you go out on nightlife?
>2/week 12 (24.0) 29 (8.9) 41 (10.93)
2/week 14 (28.0) 66 (20.3) 80 (21.33)
1/week 10 (20.0) 69 (21.2) 79 (21.07) 0.006 *
1-3/month 11 (22.0) 92 (28.3) 103 (27.47)
<1/month 2(4.0) 51 (15.7) 53 (14.13)
Never 1(2.0) 18 (5.5) 19 (5.07)
Academic/job performance:
Very good 11 (22.0) 114 (35.1) 125 (33.33)
Good 30 (60.0) 81 (55.7) 211 (56.57) 0.120
With difficulties 8 (16.0) 25(7.7) 33 (8.80)
Do not know 1(2.0) 5(1.5) 6 (1.60)
Do you have concentration difficulties?
Yes 9 (18.0) 30 (9.2) 39 (10.40)
Sometimes 24 (48.0) 201(618) 225 (60.00) 0.083
No 17 (34.0) 94 (28.9) 111 (29.6)

Note: * p < 0.05; ** p < 0.001.

A generalised linear regression model is performed, first taking vaping consumption
as the dependent variable. The results obtained are shown in Table 5. In this table, we
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can see that subjects who consume ED are 3.08 times more likely to vape than those who
do not (CI = 1.55-6.29; p = 0.001). Subjects aged 23-26 years (OR = 0.31: CI = 0.09-0.96;
p = 0.044) and 27-34 years (OR = 0.07: CI = 0.00-0.63; p = 0.037) are less likely to vape
than subjects aged 14-18 years. The same is true for subjects with secondary education
(OR =0.17: CI = 0.04-0.66; p = 0.011) and postgraduate degree (OR = 0.07: CI = 0.06-1.19;
p = 0.043), than subjects with primary education.

Table 5. Odds ratio values (OR).

Vaping
Variables
OR CI 95% p

Gender [Female]

Male 1.90 0.91-3.91 0.081
Age range (years) [14-18]

19-22 0.46 0.16-1.27 0.131

23-26 0.31 0.09-0.96 0.044 *

27-34 0.07 0.00-0.63 0.037 *
Residence [Familiar]

Shared accommodation 1.23 0.49-2.87 0.066

Alone 5.32 0.82-3.29 0.636
Currently, what do you do? [Studying]

Studying and working 1.14 0.41-2.93 0.784

Working 1.51 0.50—4.32 0.446
Socioeconomic level [High]

Low 0.49 0.05-1.06 0.558

Medium 0.49 0.06-1.00 0.541
Study level [primary education]

No formal education 0.00 0.00-0.00 0.982

Secondary education 0.17 0.04-0.66 0.011*

University degree 0.27 0.00-0.71 0.082

Postgraduate degree 0.07 0.06-1.19 0.043 *
ED consumption [No]

Yes 3.08 1.55-6.29 0.001 **

Note: * p < 0.05; * p < 0.005.

4. Discussion

According to reported data from some government agencies and scientific studies, the
consumption of vaping has increased between adolescences and adult population in the
last years, and it is predicted that this figure will raise [25,26]. There are many authors that
have focused their researches on knowing the prevalence of vaping and the factors that
increase the likelihood of vaping.

In an article published by Demissie et al. in 2017, it was observed that 15.8% of
secondary students used personal vaporizers and 7.5% used personal vaporizers and
traditional cigarettes [3]. These data are higher than the data obtained in our sample
(13.33%), although if we take only the group of comparable age to secondary students,
14-18-years-old subjects, as reference, the prevalence increases up to 25.9%. In the study
carried out by Okawa et al. in 2014 with participants between 15- and 29-years-old, the
results were very much lower, the prevalence being 4.3% [27]. Another remarkable aspect
is the model of devices for vaping. The personal vaporizer is the most used in our sample;
however, it highlights that a great percentage (34.0%) do not know which type of device
they are using or the differences between all devices.

While there is an existing correlation between using e-cigs and PVs and a smoking
history, an important number of adolescents and adults that used these devices had never
smoked [28]. E-cigarettes and personal vaporizer users felt that its consumption provides
more benefits than traditional cigarettes, such as: having more friends, feeling well, feeling
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more comfortable in social situations, etc. [29]. Consumption for pleasure, for fun or as a
relaxing method are the most prevalent in the studied population, especially in subjects
under the age of 26 years. Moreover, this consumption was more frequent when they
were meeting friends, this percentage being higher in adolescents within the age range of
19-22 years (41.42%). This search for pleasure, fun and to relax is performed above the
idea that using vaporizers is harmful for their health (90.13%), but their consumption was
healthier than traditional cigarettes (52.80%). Some studies have found a relation between
the use of e-cigarettes, especially those with nicotine, and the use of traditional cigarettes
and marihuana [30,31].

Perhaps this search for pleasure and fun may be related to a broad range of flavours and
the idea of being healthier than cigarettes [32]. According to data reported by Soneji et al.
in 2019, fruity, sweet and menthol flavours were the most common flavours used by
adolescents (12-17 years) and young adults (18-24 years), against the use of nicotine and
other flavours that were used by older adults (>25 years) [33]. These figures are very
different to those obtained in our study, as, although 62.0% of our subjects consumed only
a flavour, 38.0% consumed flavour and nicotine, this percentage being higher in subjects
between 27-30-years-old (100.0%) and between 14-18 years (42.8%). Within the flavours,
the majority of our subjects used fruity flavours. Perhaps the range and kinds of flavours
promote the increase of the prevalence of consumption in this population.

Different studies have obtained very variable results about the use of these substances
and different parameters, such as academic performance, sleep habits, perceived health
condition, etc. [6]. In our study, the number of subjects that vaped was greater in those
with a more frequent nightlife, this conclusion being similar to other studies [17].

No differences in physical activity, rest and sleep hours were found between subjects
who vaped and those who did not. This result is different from that reported by other
authors [12]. Differences were found in night-time recreation, with those who vaped
reporting a higher number of days of night-time recreation. Subjects who used e-cigarettes
or personal vaporizers reported poorer school/work performance and more difficulty
concentrating on some occasions.

There are some authors that have reported that male sex, medium socioeconomic level,
type of diet, etc., increase the probability of consuming vaporizers [30]. In our study, socio-
economic status, household residence, gender and occupation (study or work) influenced
the likelihood of vaping. There were differences related to age and socio-economic status.
Subjects aged 14-18 years were more likely to vape than those aged 23-34 years. Other
authors have obtained the same results, i.e., younger subjects are more likely to initiate
e-cig and PV use. In addition, the consumption of energy drinks increases the likelihood of
e-cig and PV use. In the study carried out in Finland by Kinnunen in 2018, they concluded
that the consumption of energy drinks was a strong predictor of e-cigarettes use [17]. This
result is similar to the one obtained in our study, where it was found that an association
between subjects that consumed e-cigs and personal vaporizers and energy drinks [16].

Limitationsand Strengths

Among the limitations of the study, the type of sampling used in this study may give
rise to a selection bias, as the sample was obtained non-randomly. This bias has been
assumed due to the difficulty of accessing the entire Spanish population. Access to the
study population at the national level was very difficult due to the situation in which the
Spanish health system was immersed, and the mobility restrictions of the time (COVID-19
lockdown from 15 March). These restrictions may have caused a bias in the responses,
as this situation may have led to changes in e-cigarette consumption, as published by
Galus et al., although the responses were related to pre-lockdown behaviours [34].

The under-representation of men relative to the population could lead to a gender bias.
Another limitation present is the difference in representation by age, as the profile of use
and risk behaviours may be modified by age, so results should be interpreted with caution.
In addition, the use of an online questionnaire may lead to a response bias due to acquies-
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cence, although the questionnaire was simplified to reduce the response time. However,
Ekman et al. in 2006 stated that the bias with the collection of information through web-
based questionnaires was no greater than that caused by paper-based questionnaires [35].
Another limitation may be the use of an unvalidated questionnaire.

The generalisability of the results is limited due to the non-probability sample and the
biases mentioned above. However, it should be noted that, although the present research
cannot be representative of the entire Spanish population, an adequate sample has been
achieved, being a starting point for future more specific research.

Despite the limitations encountered, our study has strengths to be considered. It is one
of the first studies in valuing the consumption of e-cigarettes or personal vaporizers in ado-
lescent and young adult populations in Spain, providing relevant data on the knowledge,
attitudes and behaviours of this population regarding the use of e-cigarettes or personal
vaporizers. Given the difficulty of data collection due to restrictions, a sizeable sample
was drawn to overcome the shortcomings of the non-probabilistic sampling method of
convenience.

5. Conclusions

The use of e-cigs and PVs starts at an early age, despite their known harmful effects.
This use may occur mainly in recreational situations and in association with other sub-
stances such as energy drinks. Its use can lead to inappropriate behaviour, especially when
consumed with other substances.

These data suggest that not only awareness or education campaigns should be carried
out, but also other governmental measures to prevent their use, such as restricting their
sale at an early age, increasing their prices, etc., as the use of e-cigarettes and PV can be a
global public health problem.

Further research is needed on modifying preventive behaviours to reduce or delay
their use, their relationship with other risk behaviours, and the medium- and long-term
health problems associated with their use.

Author Contributions: Conceptualization: E.S.-S. and L.G.-E; methodology, E.S.-S. and L.G.-E;
software, E.S.-S., L.G.-F. and ].D.-].; validation, E.S.-S., L.G.-F. and ]J.D.-].; formal analysis, E.S.-S. and
G.R.-V, investigation, E.S.-S. and L.G.-F,; resources, E.S.-S. and ].D.-].; data curation, E.S.-S.; writing—
original draft preparation, E.S.-S., L.G.-F, ].D.-J.,, GR.-V,, LR, M.AR, MR-R.,, AJ].D. and EJ.O,;
writing—review and editing, E.S.-S., L.G.-F, ].D.-]., GR.-V,, IR, M.AR, M.R-R.,, AJ.D., M.P-M. and
and FJ.O,; visualization E.S.-S., L.G.-E, ].D.-]., GR.-V, LR, M. AR, M.R-R., A].D., M.P-M. and EJ.O,;
supervision, E.S.-S., LR., M.AR., MR-R.,, A.].D., M.P-M. and F].O. All authors have read and agreed
to the published version of the manuscript.

Funding: This research received no external funding.

Institutional Review Board Statement: Due to the methodology of the study (national scope, volun-
tary, online survey ... ), the approval of the Research Ethics Committee of reference for our centre
was not requested, as it had a low ethical impact. The study followed the international ethical
recommendations contained in the Declaration of Helsinki. The aim of the study and the anonymity
of participants, as well as the voluntary character of participation, were maintained. The participants
were also informed that the data obtained would be used for research purposes only.

Informed Consent Statement: Informed consent was obtained from all subjects involved in the study.
Data Availability Statement: The data are collected in a database prepared by the research team.

Acknowledgments: We appreciate all the people that have collaborated in this project through their
participation and the dissemination of the questionnaire.

Conflicts of Interest: The authors declare no conflict of interest.



Healthcare 2023, 11, 382 10 of 11

References

1.
2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

Rosabal-Garcia, E. Conductas de riesgo en los adolescentes. Rev. Cub. Med. Mil. 2015, 44, 218-229.

Short, M.; Cole, A.G. Factors Associated with E-Cigarette Escalation among High School Students: A Review of the Literature.
Int. ]. Environ. Res. Public Health 2021, 18, 10067. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Demissie, Z.; Everett Jones, S.; Clayton, H.B.; King, B.A. Adolescent Risk Behaviors and Use of Electronic Vapor Products and
Cigarettes. Pediatrics 2017, 139, €20162921. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Orth, B.; Merkel, C. Der Riickgang des Zigarettenkonsums Jugendlicher und junger Erwachsener in Deutschland und die
zunehmende Bedeutung von Wasserpfeifen, E-Zigaretten und E-Shishas. Bundesgesundheitsblatt Gesundh. Gesundh. 2018, 61,
1377-1387. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Sanchez-Rodriguez, A.S. Los cigarillos electrénicos: ;solucién o unnuevoproblema para la saludhumana? Rev. Neuronum. 2020, 6,
160-164.

Tobore, T.O. On the potential harmful effects of E-Cigarettes (EC) on the developing brain: The relationship between vaping-
induced oxidative stress and adolescent/young adults social maladjustment. . Adolesc. 2019, 76, 202-209. [CrossRef]

Rom, O.; Pecorelli, A.; Valacchi, G.; Reznic, A.Z. Are E-cigarettes a safe and good alternative to cigarette smoking? Ann. N. Y.
Acad. Sci. 2015, 1340, 65-74. [CrossRef]

Chadi, N.; Hadland, S.E.; Harris, S.K. Understanding the implications of the “vaping epidemic” among adolescents and young
adults: A call for action. Subst. Abus. 2019, 40, 7-10. [CrossRef]

Sharma, P.; Sheikh, T.; Williams, C. Electronic Vaping Product Use Among Adolescents in the Era of the COVID-19 Pandemic: An
Updated Scientific Review for Clinicians. WM]J 2021, 120, 205-208.

Blagev, D.P.,; Harris, D.; Dunn, A.C.; Guidry, D.W.; Grissom, C.K.; Lanspa, M.]. Clinical presentation, treatment, and short-term
outcomes of lung injury associated with e-cigarettes or vaping: A prospective observational cohort study. Lancet 2019, 394,
2073-2083. [CrossRef]

Liu, W,; Tao, ZW.; Wang, L.; Yuan, M.L.; Liu, K.; Zhou, L.; Wei, S.; Deng, Y.; Liu, ].; Liu, H.G.; et al. Analysis of factors associated
with disease outcomes in hospitalized patients with 2019 novel coronavirus disease. Chin. Med. |. 2020, 133, 1032-1038. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Williams, G.C.; Cole, A.G.; de Groh, M,; Jiang, Y.; Leatherdale, S.T. Investigating individual-level correlates of e-cigarette
initiation among a large sample of Canadian high school students. Etude des corrélatsindividuels de l'initiation a la cigarette
électroniquedansunvasteéchantillond’élevescanadiens du secondaire. Health Promot. Chronic. Dis. Prev. Can. 2021, 41, 292-305.
[CrossRef] [PubMed]

Cho, M.S. Factors Associated with Cigarette, E-Cigarette, and Dual Use among South Korean Adolescents. Healthcare 2021, 9,
1252. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Linden-Carmichael, A.N.; Van Doren, N.; Bray, B.C.; Jackson, K.M.; Lanza, S.T. Stress and Affect as Daily Risk Factors for
Substance Use Patterns: An Application of Latent Class Analysis for Daily Diary Data. Prev. Sci. 2021, 23, 598-607. [CrossRef]
Westling, E.; Rusby, ].C.; Crowley, R.; Light, ]. M. Electronic cigarette use by youth: Prevalence, correlates and use trajectories from
middle to high school. ]. Adolesc. Health 2017, 60, 660—-666. [CrossRef]

Fagan, M.].; Di Sebastiano, K.M.; Qian, W.; Leatherdale, S.T.; Faulkner, G. The Energy to Smoke: Examining the Longitudinal
Association between Beverage Consumption and Smoking and Vaping Behaviours among Youth in the COMPASS Study. Int. J.
Environ. Res. Public Health 2021, 18, 3864. [CrossRef]

Kinnunen, J.M.; Ollila, H.; Minkkinen, J.; Lindfors, P.L.; Rimpeld, A.H. A Longitudinal Study of Predictors for Adolescent
Electronic Cigarette Experimentation and Comparison with Conventional Smoking. Int. J. Environ. Res. Public Health 2018, 15,
305. [CrossRef]

Fagan, M ].; Di Sebastiano, K.M.; Qian, W.; Leatherdale, S.; Faulkner, G. Coffee and cigarettes: Examining the association between
caffeinated beverage consumption and smoking behaviour among youth in the COMPASS study. Prev. Med. Rep. 2020, 19, 101148.
[CrossRef]

Petrelli, F.; Grappasonni, I.; Evangelista, D.; Pompei, P.; Broglia, G.; Cioffi, P.; Kracmarova, L.; Scuri, S. Mental and physical effects
of energy drinks consumption in an Italian young people group: A pilot study. J. Prev. Med. Hyg. 2018, 59, E80-E87. [CrossRef]
Nufiez, J.W.; Granados, A.D.; Osorio, M.G.; Soto, M.R. Efectos de red bull en el organism humano. TEPEXI Boletin Cientifico La
Esc. Super. Tepeji Rio. 2019, 6, 43-45. [CrossRef]

Holubcikova, J.; Kolarcik, P.; Madarasova Geckova, A.; Reijneveld, S.A.; van Dijk, J.P. Regular energy drink consumption is
associated with the risk of health and behavioural problems in adolescents. Eur. ]. Pediatr. 2017, 176, 599-605. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

De Sanctis, V.; Soliman, N.; Soliman, A.T.; Elsedfy, H.; Di Maio, S.; El Kholy, M.; Fiscina, B. Caffeinated energy drink consumption
among adolescents and potential health consequences associated with their use: A significant public health hazard. Acta Biomed.
2017, 88, 222-231. [CrossRef]

Oliver Angles, A.; Camprubi Condom, L.; Valero Coppin, O.; OlivanAbejar, J. Prevalencia y factoresasociados al consumo de
bebidasenergéticasenjovenes de la provincia de Barcelona. Gac. Sanit. 2020, 35, 153-160. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Rayhan, R.U.; Zheng, Y.; Uddin, E.; Timbol, C.; Adewuyi, O.; Baraniuk, ].N. Administer and collect medical questionnaires with
Google documents: A simple, safe, and free system. Appl. Med. Inform. 2013, 33, 12-21.


http://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph181910067
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34639369
http://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-2921
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28115539
http://doi.org/10.1007/s00103-018-2820-1
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30255240
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.adolescence.2019.09.004
http://doi.org/10.1111/nyas.12609
http://doi.org/10.1080/08897077.2019.1580241
http://doi.org/10.1016/S0140-6736(19)32679-0
http://doi.org/10.1097/CM9.0000000000000775
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32118640
http://doi.org/10.24095/hpcdp.41.10.04
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34668684
http://doi.org/10.3390/healthcare9101252
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34682932
http://doi.org/10.1007/s11121-021-01305-9
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jadohealth.2016.12.019
http://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph18083864
http://doi.org/10.3390/ijerph15020305
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.pmedr.2020.101148
http://doi.org/10.15167/2421-4248/jpmh2018.59.1.900
http://doi.org/10.29057/estr.v6i11.3834
http://doi.org/10.1007/s00431-017-2881-4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28229268
http://doi.org/10.23750/abm.v88i2.6664
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.gaceta.2019.08.013
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/31959366

Healthcare 2023, 11, 382 11 of 11

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Gordon, T.; Karey, E.; Rebuli, M.E.; Escobar, Y.; Jaspers, I.; Chi Chen, L. E-Cigarette Toxicology. Ann. Rev. Pharmacol. Toxicol. 2022,
62, 301-322. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bernat, D.; Gasquet, N.; Wilson, K.O.; Porter, L.; Choi, K. Electronic Cigarette Harm and Benefit Perceptions and Use Among
Youth. Am. J. Prev. Med. 2018, 55, 361-367. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Okawa, S.; Tabuchi, T.; Miyashiro, I. Who Uses E-cigarettes and Why? E-cigarette Use among Older Adolescents and Young
Adults in Japan: JASTIS Study. J. Psychoact. Drugs 2020, 52, 37-45. [CrossRef]

Carroll Chapman, S.L.; Wu, L.T. E-cigarette prevalence and correlates of use among adolescents versus adults: A review and
comparison. J. Psychiatr. Res. 2014, 54, 43-54. [CrossRef]

Soneji, S.; Barrington-Trimis, J.L.; Wills, T.A.; Leventhal, A.M.; Unger, ].B.; Gibson, L.A.; Yang, J.; Primack, B.A.; Andrews, ].A,;
Miech, R.A.; et al. Association Between Initial Use of e-Cigarettes and Subsequent Cigarette Smoking Among Adolescents and
Young Adults: A Systematic Review and Metaanalysis. JAMA Pediat. 2017, 171, 788-797. [CrossRef]

Mason, M.; Mennis, J.; Way, T.; Lanza, S.; Russell, M.; Zaharakis, N. Nicotine matters in predicting subsequent smoking after
e-cigarette experimentation: A longitudinal study among Finnish adolescents. Drug Alcohol Depend. 2019, 201, 182-187. [CrossRef]
Lozano, P; Barrientos-Gutierrez, I.; Arillo-Santillan, E.; Morello, P.; Mejia, R.; Sargent, ].D.; Thrasher, ].F. A longitudinal study of
electronic cigarette use and onset of conventional cigarette smoking and marijuana use among Mexican adolescents. Drug Alcohol
Depend. 2017, 180, 427-430. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Bold, K.W,; Kong, G.; Cavallo, D.A.; Camenga, D.R.; Krishnan-Sarin, S. Reasons for trying e-cigarettes and risk of continued use.
Pediatrics 2016, 138, €20160895. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Soneji, S.S.; Knutzen, K.E.; Villanti, A.C. Use of Flavored E-Cigarettes Among Adolescents, Young Adults, and Older Adults:
Findings From the Population Assessment for Tobacco and Health Study. Public Health Rep. 2019, 134, 282-292. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Gallus, S; Stival, C.; Carreras, G.; Gorini, G.; Amerio, A.; McKee, M.; Odone, A.; van den Brandt, P.A.; Spizzichino, L.; Pacifici, R ;
et al. Use of electronic cigarettes and heated tobacco products during the COVID-19 pandemic. Sci. Rep. 2022, 12, 702. [CrossRef]
[PubMed]

Ekman, A.; Dickman, PW.,; Klint, A.; Weiderpass, E.; Litton, ].E. Feasibility of using web-based questionnaires in large population-
based epidemiological studies. Eur. J. Epidemiol. 2006, 21, 103-111. [CrossRef] [PubMed]

Disclaimer/Publisher’s Note: The statements, opinions and data contained in all publications are solely those of the individual
author(s) and contributor(s) and not of MDPI and/or the editor(s). MDPI and/or the editor(s) disclaim responsibility for any injury to
people or property resulting from any ideas, methods, instructions or products referred to in the content.


http://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-pharmtox-042921-084202
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/34555289
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.amepre.2018.04.043
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30031636
http://doi.org/10.1080/02791072.2019.1708999
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpsychires.2014.03.005
http://doi.org/10.1001/jamapediatrics.2017.1488
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2019.04.019
http://doi.org/10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2017.09.001
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/28988005
http://doi.org/10.1542/peds.2016-0895
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27503349
http://doi.org/10.1177/0033354919830967
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/30857471
http://doi.org/10.1038/s41598-021-04438-7
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/35027590
http://doi.org/10.1007/s10654-005-6030-4
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16518678

	Introduction 
	Materials and Methods 
	Study Design and Participants 
	Instruments and Variables 
	Data Collection 
	Statistical Analysis 
	Ethical Considerations 

	Results 
	Socio-Demographic Variables 
	Vaping Consumption and Health 
	Behaviours and Characteristics of Vapers 
	Variables Correlated with Vaping 

	Discussion 
	Conclusions 
	References

