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Abstract: We consider the coordination of transportation and batching scheduling with one single
vehicle for minimizing total weighted completion time. The computational complexity of the problem
with batch capacity of at least 2 was posed as open in the literature. For this problem, we show the
unary NP-hardness for every batch capacity at least 3 and present a polynomial-time 3-approximation
algorithm when the batch capacity is at least 2.
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1. Introduction

Tang and Gong [1] first raised and studied the problem of transportation and batching
scheduling (TBS). This model, which combines transportation and scheduling together, is motivated
by a production environment in which a set of semi-finished jobs are transported from a holding area
to a manufacturing facility for further processing by the available transporters and is used in many
manufacturing systems. This is particularly true in the iron and steel industry.

Formally, we can describe the TBS problem in the following way. We are given a set of jobs, a set
of vehicles (transporters), and a single batching machine that can handle batch jobs at the same time.
Initially, all jobs and all vehicles are located at a holding area and available from time zero onward.
When the production process begins, all jobs have to be transported by the vehicles to the batching
machine and further processing is then carried out, where each vehicle can deliver one job at a time.
The transportation time of a job is job-dependent, the empty moving times of the vehicles from the
batching machine back to the holding area are identical, and the processing times of the batches on the
batching machine are identical. The following notations are used in this scheduling model.

J ={1,J2,--.,]n} is a set of n jobs to be processed.

M = {1,2,...,m} is a set of m vehicles used to transport the jobs.

T; is the transportation time of job J;, j = 1,2,...,n, from the holding area to the batching machine.
T is the empty moving time of each vehicle from the machine back to the holding area. In the
sequel, we simply call 7 the vehicle return time.

c is the capacity of the batching machine. We require that every batch consists at most c jobs.

p is the processing time of each batch, which is independent of the jobs composing the batch.

C]- is the completion time of jobs ]]- inaschedule,j =1,2,...,n.

a(b), which is an increasing function in b, is the processing (or batching) cost if a total of b batches

are generated in of a schedule. The more batches there are, the more processing costs there will be.
e  fis the scheduling cost which depends on the completion times Cy,Cy, .. ., Cy of the jobs.

The goal of the TBS problem is to find a feasible schedule that minimizes the scheduling cost plus
the processing cost. We will denote this problem by (m, c)|t|f 4+ a(b), where “(m, c)” means that we
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have m vehicles in the transportation stage and the batching machine has a capacity c for forming a
batch and “7" indicates the vehicle return time.

Production—transportation problems, which have some similarities as the TBS problems, have
also been extensively studied in the literature. Hall and Potts [2] introduced and studied various
single-machine and parallel-machine scheduling problems in which the various cost functions being
considered are based on the delivery times and delivery cost. Chen [3] surveyed the existing models of
integrated production and outbound distribution scheduling (IPODS) and presented a unified model
representation method. The author also classified the existing models into several different classes and
provided an overview for the optimality properties, computational tractability, and solution algorithms.
As mentioned by Tang and Gong [1], the TBS problem differs from the IPODS problem. In fact, in
the TBS setting, apart from the schedule of the semi-finished jobs in the transportation stage, we also
consider the schedule of these jobs on the batching machine in the production stage.

Recall that a combinatorial optimization problem is binary (unary) NP-hard if it is NP-hard in the
binary (unary) encoding.

Tang and Gong [1] studied the TBS problem which aims to minimize the sum of the total
completion time of the jobs and the processing cost of the batching machine. For this problem, the
authors proved the binary NP-hardness and further established a pseudo-polynomial-time algorithm
and an FPTAS for any fixed m.

For the more “classic" scheduling objectives that exclude the processing cost, Zhu et al. [4] showed
that the complexity result in Tang and Gong [1] is still valid, that is, the TBS problem with fixed m for
minimizing the total completion time of the jobs is binary NP-hard. When m is arbitrary, Zhu et al. [4]
showed that the TBS problem for minimizing the total completion time of the jobs is unary NP-hard.
Moreover, they proved that the TBS problem for minimizing the sum of the total weighted completion
time of the jobs and the processing cost of the batching machine is unary NP-hard even if m = 1
and ¢ = 3. The computational complexity of the TBS problem with m = 1 for just minimizing the
total weighted completion time of the jobs was posed as an open problem in Zhu et al. [4]. It should
be noticed that, in the case where T = 0, i.e., the vehicle return time is given by 0, the model of
transportation times in the TBS problems can be considered as a special case of setup times studied in
Allahverdi [5] and Ciavotta et al., [6]

In this paper, we consider the TBS problem (1, ¢)|t| } w;C;, in which we have one single vehicle
in the transportation stage, the scheduling criterion is to minimize the total weighted completion time
of the jobs, and the processing cost is given by 0.

Note that when ¢ = 1and T = 0, problem (1, ¢) || } w;C; degenerates to the classical two-machine
flow-shop scheduling problem F2|p,; = p| Y w;C;. Recently, Wei and Yuan [7] showed that problem
F2[py; = p| X w;C; is unary NP-hard and admits a 2-approximation algorithm. More research of
problem F2|| Y w]-C j can be found in Choi et al. [8] and Hoogeveen and Kawaguchi [9].

The unary NP-hardness of problem F2|p,; = p| ) w;C;, established in the work by the authors
of [7], implies that problem (1,1)|t = 0| w;C; is unary NP-hard. However, in general, the
computational complexity of problem (1, c)|7| Zw;C; for ¢ > 2 is unaddressed.

In this paper, first, we show that for every ¢ > 3 (including the possibility ¢ = n), problem
(1,¢)|T = 0] L w;C; is unary NP-hard. Then, for the general problem (1, c)|t| ¥ w;C; with the batch
capacity ¢ > 2, we present a polynomial-time approximation algorithm, which has a worst-case
performance ratio of less than 3. The complexity of problem (1,2)|t| ¥ w;C; is still open.

2. Unary NP-Hardness Proof

To show the unary NP-hardness of problem (1,c)|t = 0| Cw;C; with ¢ > 3, we will use the
following decision problem “3-Partition" as the source problem. As outlined by Garey and Johnson [10],
a 3-partition is unary NP-complete.

3-Partition: In an instance of the problem, we are given a set {ay,ay, ..., a3, B} of 3t 4+ 1 positive
integers satisfying %B <a; < %B forj=1,2,...,3t and Z;’il aj = tB. The decision asks, is there a
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partition of the index set I = {1,2,...,3t} into t parts I, I, ..., I such that |[;| = 3 and Yieraj =B
foralli=1,2,...,t?
The following useful lemma states a basic algebraic result.

Lemma 1. Let X1, Xy, ..., X be k positive numbers. Then Y5_, x2 > k- (W)z, and moreover the
equality holds if and only if x; = xp = - - - = xj = 2k

Theorem 1. For every ¢ > 3, problem (1,c)|t = 0| Cw;C; is unary NP-hard.
Proof. For a given instance (a1, 4y, ..., as; B) of 3-Partition, we first define
A =t*B*+1=0(*B?) (1)
and
M = t(t +3)(3A + B)?> = O(t°B*). )
Then we construct a scheduling instance of problem (1,c)|t = 0] Y w;C; as follows.

e Therearen =3t +1jobs Jo, J1,..., Jat of two types:

(i) Jo, called the 0-job, has a transportation time 7p = 0 and a weights wy = M, and
(i) J1,J2,...,J3t, called partition jobs, have transportation times 7, = A + a; and weights

wj:A—l—ajforj:l,Z,...,Bt.

The number of vehicles is given by m = 1.

The vehicle return time is given by 7 = 0.

The batch machine capacity ¢ > 3 is arbitrary, where c = n is allowed.
The batch processing time is given by p = 3A + B = O(t2B?).

The threshold value is given by

Q:M@A+&+%W+®@A+m2:Mp+%a+%ﬁ. ®3)

The above scheduling instance has 6t + 6 parameters: 7, w; (j = 0,1,...,3t), 7,p,¢, and Q,
with Q being the largest one. Since M = O(t°B*) and p = O(#*B?), from Equation (3), we have
Q = Mp + 3t(t +3)p? = O(t3B®). This implies that the size of the above scheduling instance under the
unary encoding is upper bounded by O(#?B®). Note that the size of the 3-partition instance under
the unary encoding is given by O(¢B). Then, our scheduling instance can be constructed from the
3-partition instance in a polynomial time under the unary encoding. From the general principle of
NP-hardness proof, we need to show in the following that the 3-Partition instance has a solution if and
only if the scheduling instance has a feasible schedule 7t such that ) w;C;(7) < Q.

Let us first suppose that the 3-Partition instance has a solution, which means that there is a
partition of the index set I = {1,2,...,3t} into t parts 1, I, ..., I; such that | ;| = 3 and Yiera =B
foralli=1,2,...,t. Let Jo = {Jo} and J; = {]]- :j€ L} foralli=1,2,...,t. We define a schedule 7
for the scheduling instance in the following way.

e  The vehicle consecutively transports the 3t + 1 jobs in the order

Jo=N"=< =T 4)

one by one, where the transportation order of the three jobs in each J;, i = 1,2,...,t, does
not matter.

e  The batching machine takes each J;,i = 0,1,2,...,t, as a single batch and processes the ¢ +1
batches in the order described in Equation (4) as they are transported. Then we have totally ¢ + 1
processing batches.
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Note that the transportation time of the 0-job in Jj is 0, and the total transportation time of the
three partition-jobs in J;, i € {1,2,...,t}, is given by Yjeq T = Yjer,(A+a;) =3A+ B. From p =
3A + B, the completion times of the ¢ + 1 batches Jp < J1 < --- < J; are given by p,2p,..., (t+1)p,
respectively. Moreover, the weight of the 0-job in J is M and the total weight of the three partition-jobs
inJ,ie€{1,2,...,t}, is given by Yjeq wj = Yier,(A+a;) =3A+ B = p. Then we have

1
Y wiCi(m) =M-p+p*- (2+3+---+ (t+1)) :Mp+§t(t+3)p2.

From Equation (3), we have Q = Mp + 3(t + 3)p?, which leads to the relation ¥ w;Cj() = Q.
Therefore, 7t is a required schedule. This proves the necessity.

We next prove the sufficiency. To this end, we suppose that 7 is a feasible schedule of the
scheduling instance, such that }-w;C;(7r) < Q. Recall that Q = Mp + %t(t +3)p?. Let By, By, ..., Bk
be the batch sequence processed by the batching machine in 77 in this order.

If the 0-job Jo completes after time p, we have }_ w;C;(7r) > woCo(7r) > M(p +1) = Mp + M.
From the definition of M in Equation (2), we have M = t(t + 3)(3A + B)? = t(t + 3)p?. Thus,
Y w;Ci(mr) > Mp +t(t +3) p? > Q, contradicting the choice of 77. Consequently, we have

Co(mr) =p, Bo = {Jo}, and woCo(7r) = Mp. ©)

From Equation (5) and from the fact that }_w;C;(7r) < Q = Mp + $t(t+3)p?, we have

t(t +3)p>. (6)

NI~

3t
2 wiGi(m) <
j=1

From the above discussion, we know that the 3t partition-jobs |, J2, ..., J3; are distributed into
the K batches B;,i = 1,2, ..., K. Then we define

Ii:{jifjEBi}andAi:Z]'E[iﬂj,iZl,Z,...,K. (7)

Foreachi € {1,2,...,K}, we define w(!) = Yjer, wjand (i) = Yjer, T Since w; = T; = A +a; for
j€{1,2,...,3t}, wehave
wh =10 = |L|A+A;,i=1,2,...,K (8)

Since each batch B; cannot be processed before all the jobs in By U B, U - - - U B; are transported,
we have
Cp(m) >t +7@ 4o 470 4 p i=1,2,... K )

Since the batches are processed in the order By < By < - - - < Bk on the batching machine in 7,
we further have
Cg(m) > (i+1)p, i=12,... K (10)

Note that ¥'X () = Z?il T = Z?t:l(A +aj) = 3tA+1tB = tp. We show in the following
that K = t.
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IFK>t+1,lettF = ) 4 (42 ... 4 7(K) Then A < 7% < tp — tA. From Equations (9)
and (10), we have

Y wiCi(m) = &, wCg (n)
i1 T0Cp, () + K T C (1)

> v tOEO 7@ 4@ ) (b 2)p

= (T (@D + (T TP + T tp Tt +2)p

= SN (D245 (tp T+ (tp— T)p+ Tt H2)p

> T g — P (tp— T )p T+ 2)p
SH(t+3)p?,

where the second inequality follows from Lemma 1 and the last inequality follows by a simple
calculation. This contradicts the relation in Equation (6).
If K <t—1, from Lemma 1 and Equation (9), we have

YXwiCi(n) = L, wiCg (n)
> (W 4@ 4 '+T(i)+P)
= (5 ()2 + (2, 7)) + 2K,
= F(C (T + 2p7) + 1P
> (Pp 2/K+t2p2)+tr)
> L(tp? + 2p?) + tp?
= Lt(t+3)p?

contradicting the relation in Equation (6) again.
The above discussion shows that K = ¢. Thus, from Lemma 1 and Equation (9) again, we have

£ wCiln) = X wiCy ()

5t (V) 4 7@ gl )
F(E (tD)2 4+ (T )2 + iy )
(T ( )2+ £2p?) + tp?
1

v

> 1(tp? + £2p?) + tp?
= JH(t+3)p?
2 Z?tﬂ w;Cj(7),

where the last inequality follows from Equation (6). This means that all the inequalities in the above
deduction must hold with equalities. In particular, we have Y!_, (T ()2 = tp2. From Lemma 1 again,
it holds that T1) = 72 = ... = ¢(H) = p = 3A + B. From Equation (8), we conclude that

Since A; = Y a; < B foralli = 1,2,...,t and the value A = t?*B% 4+ 1 defined in (1) is

sufficiently large, from Equation (11), we can easily deduce that |[;| = 3and A; = Bforalli =1,2,...,¢
Consequently, the 3-partition instance has a solution. The result follows. [J



Mathematics 2019, 7, 819 6 of 10

3. Approximation

We assume in this section that ¢ > 2. Given a job instance J = {J1,J2,...,Js} of problem
(1,¢)|t| Cw,C;, we define
pLj=T+1Tj=12...,n (12)

In O(nlogn) time, we can renumber the 7 jobs in the nondecreasing order of the ratios
(p1j + p/c)/wj such that

(p11+p/e)/wi < (pra+p/c)/wr < - < (pin+p/c)/wy. (13)

In O(nlogn) time, we can also obtain a permutation (1/,2/,...,1n") of {1,2,...,n} such that
Ty > Ty > -+ > T,y. Then, we define

1% :mil’l{Tl,Tz,"- , Tny LP/CJ} (14)

and
B=max{p, i/ + 1+ + T + T} (15)

For a schedule 77 of the job instance 7, we use Cy ;(77) to denote the completion time of job J; on
the vehicle. Since the batch containing J; must start at or after time Cy j(7r), we have

C](TL’) > Cl,j(ﬂ)"'p/ j:1,2,...,1’l. (16)

By the job-exchanging argument, we can show that there must be an optimal schedule 7 of
problem (1, ¢)|7| w;C; such that for the two jobs J; and J;,

Cr,i(m) < Cyj(m) = Ci(m) < Cj(m). (17)

Then we only consider schedules with the property in (17) in the sequel.

In the following we present an approximation algorithm for problem (1, c)|7| Cw;C; with the
worst-case performance ratio at most 38/ (B + a) < 3, where ¢ > 2. Our approximation algorithm can
be described in the following way.

Algorithm 1. For problem (1,c)|t| ¥ w;C; on instance J .

Step 1. Schedule the jobs in the order [y, J2, ..., J; on the vehicle without idle time.

Step 2. Form batches and process them on the batching machine by using the following strategy:
When the batching machine is idle at time ¢ and some jobs are available for processing at time
t, it forms and process a new batch, which contains as many jobs as possible subject to the
batch capacity ¢, by the rule that jobs with small subscriptions have the priority to be processed.

Clearly, Algorithm 1 runs in O(n) time. To analyze the worst-case performance ratio of
Algorithm 1, we first establish a lower bound of the optimal cost of problem (1,c)|t| L w;C; on
instance J .

Lemma 2. Let t* be an optimal schedule of instance J and, for each j € {1,2,...,n}, let ]| denote the job
that occupies the jth position on the vehicle in 7t*. Then

noJj n
( Z Z ZU[]] (pl,[i] + P/C) + (30( + 2}? — T) Z ZU[]]) (18)

j=1li=1 j=1

Q=

Y wy Cpy (") >
=1
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Proof. Since 77* satisfies the property in (17), we may assume that Cjy (") < Cpj(7*) < -+ < Cpy (7).
Note that ¢ > 2 is the batch capacity and each batch has a processing time p. Moreover, the
first batch on the batching machine starts at a time greater than 7y = py;) — 7. For each
j=12,...,n, at least [j/c] batches are completed by time C[;(7r*) on the batch machine. Then
we have C(;(7*) > py gy — T+ [j/c]pfor j=1,2,...,n. Consequently, we have

n n n
Y @ Cpy (7T°) = (pryy =) Y wy +p Y [i/elwy. (19)
=1 =1 =1
From (16), for each j = 1,2,--- ,n, we also have CU] (*) > Cl,[j] (") + p, which implies that
Cpj () > Z{::l p1,jj + p — 7. Consequently, we have
j

Y wypi+(p—T Z wj)- (20)

1i=1

M:

n
Y wy (") =
i=1

j

From the above two inequalities, (19) and (20), we obtain

3y wyChy () > T wyj(py — T+ [j/clp+ 2y prg +2(p 1)
Ly wij) (S (pujiy + p/¢) +3a+2p —7)
= Y, Yi_y wy(pyj + p/c) + Ba+2p — 1) j—1 W[j)-

v

Then the lemma follows immediately. [

The following lemma is also useful in our discussion.

Lemma 3. For any c indices i1,1p,- - - ,ic € {1,2,--- ,n}, we have

|p1i, + P, + 0+ P — (P1iy + Prip + -+ pri. +p)-

|7/3+¢x

Proof. Let x = min{py, + p1, + -+ p1i,p} and y = max{py;, + p1i, + - + pri.p}- Then
\p1i, + P, + -+ pLi. —pl =y —xand p1; + p1i, + -+ p1i. +p = x +y. From the definitions
of & and B in Equations (14) and (15), we further have « < x <y < B. This implies that ya < fa < xp.

Now
lp1i + Py, + -+ P — pl(B+a)

= (W—x)(B+a)=yp+ya—xp—xa

< yB—ya—+xp—xa

= (x+y)(p—«)

= (B—a)(priy TP+ PLi. T P)
It follows that [p1;, + p1ip + -+ pric = pl < (B—a)(priy + p1iy + -+ pric +p)/(B+a). O
Now we are ready to establish our final result. Recall that ¢ > 2.

Theorem 2. Algorithm 1 yields a schedule with cost no more than 3p/(« + B) times the cost of an
optimal schedule.
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Proof. Let 7t be the schedule of instance 7 generated by Algorithm 1. Since the jobs in J are scheduled
inthe order J; < J < --- < J, on the vehicle without idle time, the implementation of Step 2 implies
that, forj =1,2,...,c, we have

Cilm) < Y pi+2p—1
BT, pri+2p — 1)/ (B+a) +a(T_, pri+2p — 1)/ (B +a)
< B pri+2p—1)/(B+a)+3ap/(B+a)

B _1(pri+p/c)+3a+2p—1)/(B+a).

A

IN

Foreachj=c+1,c+2,...,n wedefine k; = [j/c] —1and lj = j — kjc. Then, we have

Ci(m) < p+max{Cy(n)+p, Cic(n)}
< pAmax{Cy; () +p+Xh_1 P1j—ctn Max{Cyj () +p,Cj_o ()} + p}
< p+max{Cy; () +p,Cjac(7) } + max{¥}_; P1,j—ctn P}
< ptmax{Crype(m) + p,Cy (0} + 5y max{Tiy prigicin P}
< ptmax{Crype(m) + p,Cugy () + 20} + 5y max{ iy prgyicen P}
< 2p+ Cuy () + 5Ly max{Tiy prigicen P}

I ki—1
Yl pri+2p — T+ 5Ly max{¥_q prjvicrn P}

By Lemma 3 and using the algebraic equality
2-max{x,y} = x +y+ |x — y|, for every two real numbers x and y,

we can obtain that

max{YJj,_, P1j+ic+hs p}

3 (St Prysicn + P+ [ Sy Pryvicn — Pl)

3 (St Pryvicn + P+ (T Priicen + ) (B — )/ (B + &)
B(Ch=1 Pririctn T p)/ (B +w).

IAN

Then, we have

L ki—1
Ci(m) < (Tlypi+2r—1)+ g5 Ll (Thca Pryicin + )
I _ 1.
= (T P+ 2p = 1) + g (XS] (T Prisiesn + ) + (T pai+2p — 7))
< g 3B+ g (T pritip/e+2p - 1)

[

(X (pri+p/c) +3a+2p—1),

=)

where Zf’: 1 P1,i +2p — T < 3B follows from the definition of . Consequently, we have

n n ] n
Z%chj(ﬂ) < P (Y Y wi(pri+p/c)+Ba+2p—1) ) w)). (21)
iz

pra=H5 =

Now let * be an optimal schedule of instance 7, and for each j € {1,2,...,n}, let ]m
denote the job that occupies the jth position on the vehicle in 77*. Moreover, we consider the
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classical scheduling problem 1[| Y w;C; on job instance J' = {J{, ], ..., ]}, where each job ]]’» has a
processing time py ; + p/c and a weight w;. We consider the two schedules ¢ = (Jj,J;,-.-,J;) and
o= (]fl]’ ]fz], ey ]fn}) of problem 1|| }_w;C; on job instance J'. From Smith [11], the well-known
WSPT rule solves problem 1|| Y w;C; optimally. Thus, from the relations in (13), ¢ is an optimal
schedule of problem 1|| Y, w;C; on job instance J'. It follows that Y w;Ci(0) < Y w;Cj(c*). Note
that U w;Ci(0) = T/, Y wi(p1i+p/c) and Y wiCi(o*) = Xy Yi_y w(pyji + p/c)- Then,
we have

n o j

noj
Y)Y wilpri+p/e) <Y Y wy(pyy +p/o). (22)
iZ1is j

j=1li=1

By applying the inequality in Equation (22) to Equations (18) and (21), we obtain

3p "
LwGm) < gy oy ()
This completes the proof. [

4. Conclusions

We studied the coordination of transportation and batching scheduling with one single vehicle
for minimizing the total weighted completion time of the jobs without considering the processing cost
of the batching machine. For this problem, we showed a unary NP-hardness of at least 3 for each batch
capacity and presented a polynomial-time 3-approximation algorithm when the batch capacity is at
least 2.

Future research may consider to include the processing cost in the objective function. In particular,
approximation behavior of the problem (1,c)|t| Zw;C; + a(b) with a(b) = Ab being a linear function
in b is worthy of study. Moreover, when the batch capacity is given by ¢ = 2, the computational
complexity of problem (1,2)|t| }_ w;C; + a(b) is still open. A polynomial-time approximation scheme
for solving problem (1, c)|t| Y w;C; is also expected.
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