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Abstract: Gambling, as an uncertain business involving risks confronting casinos, is commonly
analysed using the risk of ruin (ROR) formula. However, due to its brevity, the ROR does not provide
any implication of nuances in terms of the distribution of wins/losses, thus causing the potential
failure of unravelling exceptional and extreme cases. This paper discusses the mathematical model of
ROR using Poisson distribution theory with the consideration of house advantage (a) and the law of
large numbers in order to compensate for the insufficiency mentioned above. In this discussion, we
explore the relationship between cash flow and max bet limits in the model and examine how these
factors interact in influencing the risk of casino bankruptcy. In their business nature, casinos operate
gambling businesses and capitalize on the house advantage favouring them. The house advantage of
the games signifies casinos’ profitability, and in addition, the uncertainty inevitably poses a certain
risk of bankruptcy to them even though the house advantage favours them. In this paper, the house
advantage is incorporated into our model for a few popular casino games. Furthermore, a set of
full-range scales is defined to facilitate effective judgment on the levels of risk confronted by casinos
in certain settings. Some wagers of popular casino games are also exemplified with our proposed model.

Keywords: risk of ruin (ROR); house advantage (a); odds; expected value (µ); binomial random walk;
Poisson distribution; responsible gaming

MSC: 60E05; 60G40

1. Introduction

Like other businesses, casinos always watch out for both profitability and risks and
try to strike the right balance between the two. Their profitability is simply determined by
the house advantage and max bet limit (bet size). The max bet limit is one of the policies
established by a casino and the jurisdiction that governs the casino mainly for protecting
its gambling business. The higher the house advantages and max bet limits, the higher the
casino’s profits. However, the downside of higher limits is that they pose higher threats
of bankruptcy to casinos. In fact, there is a kind of gambler called a “high roller” who
can afford to make a high-stake bet as high as tens of thousands of US dollars. Some of
these “whales” (the nickname for the highest-spending kind of high roller) can even bet a
hundred thousand dollars a hand, and usually they bet a limited number of hands against
the casinos. Therefore, they can possibly make a small casino bankrupt [1]. To lessen the
risk, casinos need to sacrifice the high profit with respect to their bankroll and max bet
limits. What can casinos do in order to lower the risk of a game?

There are a number of popular gambling games offered in casinos, such as baccarat,
roulette, blackjack, Sic Bo and craps. The games are fundamentally categorized into skilled
games and non-skilled games [2,3]. Skilled games require gamblers to decide on how
they play during gameplay, which somewhat influences their payout rates (also namely
house advantages) to a certain extent, whereas non-skilled games are those that do not
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require gamblers to make any decisions except for the wagering amounts, and the payout
rates are fixed. Among those, baccarat, roulette, Sic Bo and craps are non-skilled games,
which are chosen for use in the entire paper for avoiding the uncertainty caused by human
behaviours in skilled games. The house advantage (a) is a percentage that reflects not just
the probability of winning, but also the amount of casino win for a particular wager of
a game in the long-run. Therefore, house advantages represent the profit rates of casino
games. A game has one or more distinct wagers, i.e., ways to bet. Taking baccarat as
an example, there are at least four wagers, including banker, player, tie, etc. Each wager
has a probabilistic model, determining the probability that a certain event will occur [4].
To calculate the house advantage of a wager of a game, we have to provide the probability
of occurrence of a certain event and the amount that the casinos will pay for a winning stake
(or the payoff rate). For calculating the house advantage, it often relates to the expected
value (µ) and µ can be adopted to calculate how much money a player can expect to
win/lose in the long-run on a particular wager. As shown in the following formula, µ is
the algebraic sum of a series of net payouts and probabilities of all possible alternatives:

µ = ∑(P(Xi)× Xi) (1)

Here, Xi denotes the gambling event and P(Xi) denotes the probability of Xi. Simply
speaking, µ is an average value of a random variable in the long-run. It is a mathematical
tool widely used in financial and gambling estimations for dealing with uncertain events.
In a gambling business, the negative of the expected value is commonly expected since
the favour is normally on the casino’s side, and the house advantage is calculated simply
by a = −µ× 100%, whereas µ is used to deal with the evaluation of the worthiness of
probabilistic choices in this case. However, for the risk assessment, the house advantage
surely helps alleviate the risk of bankruptcy, but we have no clue to what extent the risk can
be lowered. The number of trials also dictates the risk of the casino business. According to
the law of large numbers (a.k.a. the 1st Law of Probability), if a large number of trials take
place for a random event, the average of the trial outcomes should be close to the expected
value or theoretical outcomes. This is an important underlying theorem of probability.
With a sufficiently large sample, there will be a very high probability that the average of the
trials will approach the expected value, thus making the casino earn the profit as expected.
Theoretically, the more trials there are, the lower the risk will be. The number of trials is
in turn the result closely related to the casino’s bankroll and the max bet limit allowed.
Explicitly, the number of trials (n) is the division of the bankroll by max bet limit.

With the brief discussion of the ideas, the listed items below are the contributions we
are going to present in this work:

• We establish a formal basis for the risk of ruin through deriving the Poisson process,
which contains the following factors: the win probability (p), the house advantage (a)
and the predicted maximum number of bets (n).

• In addition, we provide a proof of the properties of the proposed formula, which
satisfies monotonicity and also contains probabilistic features. This formula is used
to illustrate the relevant cases in real casinos by setting changes of the factors in our
proposed model.

• We explore and derive the experimental results of various models, and devise a novel
measurement method with the risk of ruin scale, which aims at normalizing the risk
levels and concretely reflecting the current risk statuses.

The paper is organized as follows. Section 2 discusses the related work on the probabil-
ity of bankruptcy risk by various means and models. Section 3 presents the derivation and
proof of the proposed model under the Poisson process. Section 4 simulates and discusses
various ROR models for performance evaluation. Section 5 introduces a novel Risk of
Ruin Scale measurement standard for risk assessment. Finally, we conclude the paper
in Section 6.
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2. Literature Review

As betting between gamblers and casinos works under probabilities, the risk of ruin
always decreases in the long-term when casinos have a favourable house advantage and
overall positive expectancy. For the risk of ruin (ROR) calculation, the higher the max
betting, the higher the probability of bankruptcy of casinos with a given size of bankroll
(or capital base). Further, the risk decreases as the number of bets increases and the casino
has a larger bankroll than the gambler [5]. The ROR prediction model given in [6,7] is
the probability of losing the entire startup bankroll before achieving the profitability goal.
In [8], the author introduces an analogy to the ruin formula Pro(n) = 1

1+(1+a)n , which
outlines the probability of a gambler being able to catch up to the casino bankroll that
decreases exponentially in the number of steps n, if the casino has the house advantage (a)
in each betting. This provides a general means to estimate the conception of guaranteeing
sustainability with a given number of plays, but the formula does not take account of
the win probability (p) of a casino in a game [9]. It is well understood that gambling is
challenging when success depends on obtaining certain benefits relative to the odds [10].
Therefore, one of the advanced models [11], which has been introduced to describe the
behaviour of gamblers and the strategy of casinos with respect to time, is the discrete-time-
based risk model [12]. Simply speaking, it describes the casino bankroll’s level only in
discrete time moments. Although this model is not very applicable in practice, it has been
extensively investigated by many studies in theoretical results [13]. A more general model
is the renewal risk model [14], in which it is assumed that the time between consecutive
losses of the gambler is independent and is a positive or non-negative random variable with
the same (but not necessarily exponential) distribution. In addressing such improvements,
the new model has become easier to use for true short-term risk prediction. However,
the renewal risk model is more complicated, because the main part of the model is the
so-called update counting process, and its behaviour is very different from the normal
distribution [15,16].

In addition to the finite time study, Ref. [17] studies the finite-time ruin probability
in the continuous-time risk model, which allows the house advantages to be adjusted
according to the number of the current wager [18]. In addition, Ref. [19] presents the
probability of ruin under a continuous-time risk model, where the win/loss ratio is related
to the number of bets made in history. Specifically, the Bayesian credibility theory [20]
is used to find the expected number instead of using Equation (1) and then the odds are
adjusted according to the number of bets placed as a callback estimate. Further, Ref. [21]
investigates the impact of skilled and non-skilled games on the risk of gambling, and then
analyses the ruin probability in a regenerative risk process. This process provides the
inter-arrival time of the process based on the inter-arrival time between the current win
and the last win [22]. In other words, the distribution of the waiting time for the next
gambler to win can ideally depend on the waiting time between the current win and the
last win, but the model only considers the most recent situation for estimation, ignoring
the influence of the probability of winning (p). Moreover, Ref. [23] analyses the impact
of the house advantage of various betting rules in different well-known games on the
probability of bankruptcy in a limited time in the continuous-time risk model. Ref. [24]
combines a two-state Markov chain risk model and a derived recursive formula for ruin
probabilities, which derives asymptotic formulae for the ultimate ruin probabilities by
Lundberg’s inequality [25]. Asymptotic formulae are also derived for the ultimate ruin
probabilities for extreme cases. In the most recent literature, Ref. [26] studies a numerical
method based on Legendre polynomials and an extreme machine learning algorithm to
solve the ruin probabilities in the classical risk model [27,28]. However, the above model
does not take account of the number of wins/losses during the plays. Further, the entire
sum ∑n

i=0 Pro(i) is not always equal to one, which does not fulfil the condition in which the
sum of probabilities must be one in the normalization model, reflecting the lack of coverage
of a comprehensive set of cases.
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Being inspired by this, we introduce a model to describe the race between a casino and
a gambler, which can be formulated as a binomial random walk problem. In this model,
the Poisson process describes the number of consecutive wins of the gambling parties,
and in addition, our model considers the impact of the house advantage on the probability.
Finally, we present a novel Risk of Ruin Scale measurement standard, which provides
casinos with concrete indicators that define the current risk levels for certain games.

3. Deriving the Risk of Ruin

To determine the risk of ruin at any point in time, it is necessary to determine how
many times (n) the casino can take the risk of losing before it goes bankrupt. This is a
stochastic process involving n and is expressed as follows:

n←
{

n + 1, casino’s win
n− 1, gambler’s win

(2)

Therefore, the casino will go bankrupt if n ≤ 0 is satisfied, and we define Pro(n) to
describe the probability of the casino going bankrupt with input n. We have p denoting
the probability that a gambler wins once in a game; in turn, (1− p) denotes the probability
that the casino wins once in the same game. This case can be seen as a positive probability
in any time interval of arbitrary frequency and it can be considered that the ROR complies
with the Poisson distribution.

It can be assumed that a gambler with unlimited credits potentially plays an infinite
number of games trying to bankrupt the casino in a series of gambles (while the probability
of the gambler winning is always p). n can be considered as

⌊
Bankroll
MaxBet

⌋
, and MaxBet is the

preset upper limit of the gambler’s bet in a game, thereby the distance between gambler
and goal is n. The race between the casino and the gambler can be considered a binomial
random walk problem about Pro(n) estimation. n is a distance away from the starting
point, which denotes that the casino has won n times from the beginning so that it can
withstand the gambler winning n times before going bankrupt. According to Equation (2),
the casino’s winning incidence causes n to move ahead by 1, or enlarges the distance by
1, denoted as (n ← n + 1), and a gambler’s winning incidence leads to n being caught
up by 1, or narrowing down the distance by 1, denoted as (n ← n − 1). Then, we can
calculate the probability that the casino ever reaches bankruptcy, which is the probability
of n becoming 0:

• p, representing the probability of a gambler winning in one round.
• pn−k, representing the probability that a gambler always wins continuously from k to

the goal n.

In this situation, the probability of a casino going bankrupt can be expressed as:

Pro(n) =

{
pn−k, k ≤ n
1, k > n

(3)

Let us return to our consideration that the probability of casino bankruptcy decreases
exponentially as the distance n increases. Since p < 1.0 (the probability of a gambler
winning in one round) will become vanishingly small as he/she falls further behind. Then,
we need to determine the n that the casino needs to ensure, such that a gambler with
unlimited credits will not win over the casino with a given bankroll.

3.1. Poisson Distribution for Risk of Ruin

We assume that the gambler is allowed to play t times (as many as possible) in a time
period, and the probability that the gambler can win k times within the same time period
can be expressed as follows:

lim
t→∞

(
t
k

)
pk(1− p)t−k (4)
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Since this is a binomial analysis as mentioned earlier, with t being the total number of
experiments and p being the probability of the same game, the expected value (µ) is
µ = t× p, so Equation (4) can be rewritten as:

lim
t→∞

(
t
k

)(µ

t

)k(
1− µ

t

)t−k
=

µk

k!
e−µ (5)

Further, the probability of variable k can be used in a Poisson distribution. In this case,
for obtaining the ROR probability of each n that the gambler could still catch up, we can
multiply Equation (5) by each set of the number of rounds the casino can withstand under
the conditions that each distance k is indicated by Equation (3).

Pro(n) =
∞

∑
k=0

µk

k!
e−µ

{
pn−k, k ≤ n
1, k > n

(6a)

= e−µ

(
n

∑
k=0

µk

k!
pn−k +

∞

∑
k=n+1

µk

k!

)
(6b)

= e−µ

(
n

∑
k=0

µk

k!
pn−k +

∞

∑
k=0

µk

k!
−

n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

)
(6c)

= e−µ

(
n

∑
k=0

µk

k!
pn−k + eµ −

n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

)
(6d)

Here, Equation (6c) is rearranged to avoid summing the infinite iteration in Equation (6b),

and substituted with the Taylor expansion of the exponential function eµ = ∑∞
k=0

µk

k! in
between Equation (6c) and Equation (6d) .

Pro(n) = 1− e−µ
n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

(
1− pn−k

)
(7)

By Equation (7), we can study its reliability and obtain better estimates on the number of
rounds (n) in which the risk of gambling is driven down to a negligible level. Another
advantage of Equation (7) is that it is a non-zero probability of failure and in that case, if the
gambler keeps betting in the hope of catching up from a long distance (n− k) behind the
casino’s bankroll, it has a positive probability of total ruin.

3.2. House Advantage Consideration

Like other companies, casinos always watch out for both profitability and risks and
try to strike the right balance between them. In contrast, the probability model Equation (7)
is not integrable since the number of gamblers is infinite in real life; thus, the casino must
manage to employ a profitable way to counter its unfavourable situation in which gamblers
never end. To lessen the risks, casinos need to sacrifice the high profit with respect to their
bankroll and max betting limits. Generally, this could be profitable to casinos since the
theoretical win equals the handle multiplied by the house advantage, denoted by (a > 0),
which is usually given as a percentage range from fairly small (less than 1.0% for blackjack)
to quite large (more than 25.0% for keno). These numbers represent the average amounts
of all the wagers that players will lose over the long-term. Therefore, the race between a
casino’s win and a gambler’s win in Equation (2) should be formulated as:

n←
{

n + (1 + a), casino’s win
n− 1, gambler’s win

(8)

Here, a is the house advantage pertaining to the casino’s profitability and the modified
Poisson model should be expressed as follows:

Pro(n) =
∞

∑
k=0

µk

k!
e−µ

{
pn(1+a)−k, k ≤ n
1, k > n

(9)
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In our considerations, no matter what positive value (a) of house advantage is used, it
will not influence the probability of a gambler’s winning within any time period. Further,
the house advantage increases the forward speed of n, so that the distance between the
casino and gambler is n(1 + a)− k and the final probability model we derived is as follows:

Pro(n) = 1− e−µ
n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

(
1− pn(1+a)−k

)
(10)

3.3. The Property of Proposed Pro(n)
According to the derivation of Equation (10), n should be a random variable with

positive integer values. We herein use the following proof to determine its monotonicity:

Theorem 1. ∀n1, n2 ∈ Z+, n1 < n2 =⇒ Pro(n1) > Pro(n2).

Proof of Theorem 1.

n1 < n2 =⇒

Pro(n1) = 1− e−µ
(

∑n1
k=0

µk

k!

(
1− pn1(1+a)−k

))
Pro(n2) = 1− e−µ

(
∑n1

k=0
µk

k!

(
1− pn2(1+a)−k

)
+∑n2

k=n1+1
µk

k!

(
1− pn2(1+a)−k

))

Pro(n1)−Pro(n2) = e−µ

((
pn1(1+a) − pn2(1+a)

) n1

∑
k=0

µk

k!
1
pk +

n2

∑
k=n1+1

µk

k!
1
pk

(
pk − pn2(1+a)

))

Please note that p is a probability value in the range (0.0, 1.0), so px will be a monoton-
ically decreasing function in R. We have:{

0 < a
0 < n1 < n2

=⇒ n1(1 + a) < n2(1 + a) =⇒ pn1(1+a) > pn2(1+a)

and {
0 < a
0 < k < n2

=⇒ k < n2(1 + a) =⇒ pk > pn2(1+a)

Thus, the expression of Pro(n1)− Pro(n2) becomes a linear combination with a positive
weight function, which always results in a positive value, and the proposed Pro(n) is a
monotonically decreasing function.

Further, once we have confirmed the monotonicity, we can then find its upper/lower
boundaries by:

lim
n→0

(
1− e−µ

n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

(
1− pn(1+a)−k

))
> Pro(n) > lim

n→∞

(
1− e−µ

n

∑
k=0

µk

k!

(
1− pn(1+a)−k

))

=⇒ 1.0 > Pro(n) > 0.0

It has been proved that the proposed model also contains the probability attribute,
which implies that the casino can reduce the ROR by increasing n. However, by comparing
Equations (7) and (10), it is indicated that employing the house advantage further reduces
the ROR and is of course conducive to the increase in profits. Therefore, governments
have strict regulations on the house advantages of games in casinos to prevent casinos
from taking too much money from gamblers while also maintaining fair levels for tax
incomes [29–31]. Certainly, adjusting p also has an impact on the probability of bankruptcy.
Let us take two extreme examples: p = 0.0 and p = 1.0, which mean that the gambler
always loses and wins, respectively. In these cases, no matter how we define n and a,
the proposed model Equation (10) will only lead to 0.0 and 1.0, meaning that the casino
will never end up being bankrupt under these two extreme conditions.
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4. Empirical Simulation

In this section, we perform an empirical simulation to evaluate the effectiveness of
the proposed model and demonstrate the use of our proposed model, with the official data
obtained from [5,32]. Traditionally, each game in a casino is played independently of the
other games. Every form of gambling has rules that define everything about that game,
including how the game is dealt so as to fulfil the pre-determined house advantage, what
equipment is used and what procedure to follow, etc., to ensure that the house advantage
can be realized in the long-run. In effect, the win probability and house advantage can
definitely be calculated from the rules. By applying our model, we only need to provide
the p and a of various games, and the model can calculate the probability outcomes.

4.1. Data Analysis

Interestingly, some casino games are based on pure chance; zero skill or strategy can
alter the odds. These games include roulette, craps, baccarat, keno and the Big Six. Of these,
baccarat and craps offer the best odds, with house advantages of 1.2% and less than 1.0%,
respectively. In practice, the Big Six costs the player much more, in which house advantages
are more than 7.0%, and up to nearly 20.0% for betting on “yellow”. In addition, keno
is a veritable casino rip-off with an average house advantage close to 30.0%. In contrast,
blackjack is the most popular of all table games, providing skilled players with some of the
best odds in the casino. The house advantage is slightly different as per the rules and the
number of decks, but players who adopt the basic strategies have little or no disadvantages
in a single-deck game, while there is only a 0.5% house advantage in an ordinary six-deck
game. Rule variations favourable to the player include fewer decks, dealers standing on
soft seventeen (worth 0.2%), doubling after splitting (0.14%), late surrender (worth 0.06%)
and early surrender (uncommon, but worth 0.24%). Despite these numbers, the average
player ends up giving the casino a 2.0% edge due to mistakes and deviations from the
basic strategy.

The following tables lay out our configurative setting and the corresponding evalua-
tion outcomes of ROR probabilities. The official data are evaluated with n = 1, 2, · · ·, 10.
Each table corresponds to a common casino game with a number of wagers, and the
obtained outcomes of the evaluation using the proposed model.

As indicated from Tables 1–4 and Figure 1, in general, ROR probabilities keep decreas-
ing as n increases, which is coherent with the conclusion of Theorem 1. Further, the smaller
the value of p, the higher the decreasing rate of the ROR probability. Interestingly, when
n = 1, the ROR probability is even higher than p (the probability of the casino winning).
This situation lasts until n ≥ 3. Thus, despite the fact that 50% < p < 100%, casinos
are still able to lower the risk of bankruptcy through controlling n. Take the casino game
baccarat, for example. Referring to the p and a in Table 1, when n = 100, the proposed
model indicates that the Pro(100) values of betting on banker and player are 1.25 × 10−11

and 2.21 × 10−12, respectively, which implies that no one could bankrupt the casino even
if the global population had participated in the game. Based on n =

⌊
Bankroll
MaxBet

⌋
, once the

casino ensures its operating bankroll to be larger than n×MaxBet, the risk of bankruptcy
is negligible.
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Table 1. The ROR probability obtained by applying the proposed model to each wager of baccarat.

Wager p a n = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Banker 45.9% 1.06% 6.53 × 10−1 4.80 × 10−1 3.61 × 10−1 2.74 × 10−1 2.10 × 10−1 1.61 × 10−1 1.24 × 10−1 9.59 × 10−2 7.42 × 10−2 5.75 × 10−2

Player 44.6% 1.24% 6.40 × 10−1 4.61 × 10−1 3.41 × 10−1 2.54 × 10−1 1.91 × 10−1 1.45 × 10−1 1.09 × 10−1 8.31 × 10−2 6.32 × 10−2 4.81 × 10−2

Tie 9.5% 14.36% 1.27 × 10−1 2.00 × 10−2 3.26 × 10−3 5.43 × 10−4 9.18 × 10−5 1.57 × 10−5 2.74 × 10−6 4.85 × 10−7 8.74 × 10−8 1.61 × 10−8

Table 2. The ROR probability obtained by applying the proposed model to each wager of Sic Bo.

Wager p a n = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Big/Small 48.61% 2.78% 6.72 × 10−1 5.05 × 10−1 3.88 × 10−1 3.01 × 10−1 2.35 × 10−1 1.84 × 10−1 1.45 × 10−1 1.14 × 10−1 9.02 × 10−2 7.13 × 10−2

Dice Combinations 13.90% 2.8% 2.38 × 10−1 6.84 × 10−2 2.04 × 10−2 6.17 × 10−3 1.88 × 10−3 5.77 × 10−4 1.77 × 10−4 5.47 × 10−5 1.69 × 10−5 5.22 × 10−6

Specific Doubles 7.41% 33.3% 6.05 × 10−2 4.67 × 10−3 4.00 × 10−4 3.89 × 10−5 4.47 × 10−6 6.06 × 10−7 9.32 × 10−8 1.55 × 10−8 2.69 × 10−9 4.76 × 10−10

Any Triple 2.78% 30.6% 1.84 × 10−2 4.35 × 10−4 1.15 × 10−5 3.58 × 10−7 1.44 × 10−8 7.49 × 10−10 4.61 × 10−11 3.08 × 10−12 2.13 × 10−13 1.49 × 10−14

Specific Triples 0.46% 30.1% 1.82 × 10−3 4.24 × 10−6 1.12 × 10−8 4.05 × 10−11 2.57 × 10−13 2.44 × 10−15 <1.0 × 10−15 <1.0 × 10−15 <1.0 × 10−15 <1.0 × 10−15

Table 3. The ROR probability obtained by applying the proposed model to each wager of the Big Six.

Wager p a n = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Orange 46.15% 7.69% 6.27 × 10−1 4.42 × 10−1 3.20 × 10−1 2.34 × 10−1 1.72 × 10−1 1.27 × 10−1 9.40 × 10−2 6.98 × 10−2 5.19 × 10−2 3.87 × 10−2

Purple 25.08% 7.69% 3.78 × 10−1 1.68 × 10−1 7.76 × 10−2 3.63 × 10−2 1.71 × 10−2 8.08 × 10−3 3.84 × 10−3 1.83 × 10−3 8.75 × 10−4 4.19 × 10−4

Green 15.38% 7.69% 2.39 × 10−1 6.91 × 10−2 2.07 × 10−2 6.28 × 10−3 1.92 × 10−3 5.93 × 10−4 1.84 × 10−4 5.70 × 10−5 1.78 × 10−5 5.54 × 10−6

Blue 7.69% 15.38% 9.88 × 10−2 1.21 × 10−2 1.54 × 10−3 2.00 × 10−4 2.65 × 10−5 3.58 × 10−6 4.94 × 10−7 6.97 × 10−8 1.01 × 10−8 1.52 × 10−9

Yellow 3.85% 19.23% 4.03 × 10−2 2.03 × 10−3 1.08 × 10−4 5.91 × 10−6 3.38 × 10−7 2.04 × 10−8 1.33 × 10−9 9.39 × 10−11 7.25 × 10−12 6.04 × 10−13

Logo 1/Logo 2 1.92% 11.54% 2.41 × 10−2 7.21 × 10−4 2.25 × 10−5 7.18 × 10−7 2.31 × 10−8 7.56 × 10−10 2.50 × 10−11 8.42 × 10−13 2.90 × 10−14 <1.0× 10−15
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Table 4. The ROR probability obtained by applying the proposed model to each wager of roulette.

Wager p a n = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Red/Black 18/37 2.7% 6.73 × 10−1 5.06 × 10−1 3.89 × 10−1 3.02 × 10−1 2.36 × 10−1 1.85 × 10−1 1.46 × 10−1 1.15 × 10−1 9.09 × 10−2 7.20 × 10−2

Corner 4/37 2.7% 1.88 × 10−1 4.32 × 10−2 1.03 × 10−2 2.48 × 10−3 6.04 × 10−4 1.48 × 10−4 3.63 × 10−5 8.93 × 10−6 2.20 × 10−6 5.43 × 10−7

Split 2/37 2.7% 9.61 × 10−2 1.14 × 10−2 1.40 × 10−3 1.76 × 10−4 2.21 × 10−5 2.81 × 10−6 3.57 × 10−7 4.55 × 10−8 5.80 × 10−9 7.42 × 10−10

Single 1/37 2.7% 4.81 × 10−2 2.87 × 10−3 1.78 × 10−4 1.12 × 10−5 7.15 × 10−7 4.57 × 10−8 2.93 × 10−9 1.88 × 10−10 1.21 × 10−11 7.80 × 10−13
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Figure 1. The ROR probability of various gambling methods predicted by the proposed model.
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It is worth mentioning that blackjack and Pai Gow fall into the category of skill games,
in which p varies based on players’ decisions and strategies. Take blackjack, for example.
Players can enjoy a house advantage as low as 0.5% if they employ the basic strategy, while
players with poor skill can suffer with a much higher one, e.g., 4.0%. In the extreme case
(p = 1.0) indicated in the last paragraph of Section 3, the casino is confronted by a challenge
of bankruptcy. Unfortunately, this extreme case could possibly emerge, as some gamblers
with sophisticated skill in card counting, or those who cheat with some equipment in
practising advantage plays, could beat the casino and at least force p to get very close to
1.0. Of course, casinos counter these kinds of practice with some protection measures, such
as reinforcing surveillance capabilities, using eight-deck cards and others, in the hope of
dragging p back to the normality of the model. The proposed model also tells us that even
though p = 1.0 emerges, the gambler still has to go through at least n games to bankrupt
the casino. Therefore, the casino must set up a proper MaxBet to adjust n, which allows
surveillance personnel ample time to find the frauds, if any.

However, no matter how small the chance is, Murphy’s Law suggests that the pos-
sibility of bankruptcy might be more likely than we thought. Based on the underlying
assumption of the proposed model, the gambler has unlimited credits. In practice, casinos
keep operating for a certain period time and have supposedly accumulated a larger bankroll
due to the fact of favourable house advantages, implying a larger n. Based on Theorem 1,
the larger the value of n, the lower the risk of bankruptcy. Thus, the worry from Murphy’s
Law could somewhat subside.

4.2. Evaluation and Discussion

We used the collected settings to perform predictions on other ROR models and
compared the results with our proposed model for analysis. The selected benchmark ROR
approaches were the Coolidge [8], Kaufmann [33] and Ralph-Vince [34] formulas and
the negative binomial regression model (NBRM) [35]. We also provide the results of our
proposed model without considering the house advantage (a = 0.0). The n = 10 of various
formulas can also be regarded as the extent of the risk that the casino can assume before
reaching the bankruptcy threshold.

For the Coolidge model, it uses the same independent control variables as the Kauf-
mann and Ralph-Vince formulas, and the dependent variables (p and current win rate)
have been described by a more reasonable ordinal model. Similar to the model we pro-
posed, we expanded their concept and took account of the house advantage instead of
the current winning percentage. The probability of winning and the bankroll or budget
as factors are regarded as the input features (independent variables) each formula must
receive. In our empirical simulation, Coolidge provides the roughest prediction, in which
it only considers a without p, because it is believed that a and p can be derived directly
from each other. They do not have to be used as different input variables, so their results
can only reflect very simple situations with a lack of clarity. In contrast, the Kaufmann
and Ralph-Vince methods provide us with more accurate results than Coolidge. They
analyse the probability of winning and take the risk percentage into their consideration,
but it is still not perfect, because the risk percentage requires the size of the risk/return
and the win rate, which will change from time to time and is actually not suitable for ROR
estimation. However, in reality, instead of predicting the casino’s current ratio of wins
and losses, it is better to consider the ROR prediction in the next n rounds. Taking these
factors into account can make the formula very complicated, and this is where the model
based on Poisson distribution comes into play. It is noted here that when comparing the
performance of different models, we should not incorporate the casino profit (n× a) into
the NBRM model. This is mainly because the model is a counting model and is usually
designed to model interval-scale data rather than ordinal-scale data. Furthermore, unlike
a and p features, the risk percentage varies from person to person and does not affect
the ROR. Instead, the risk percentage usually influences the gambler’s betting behaviour
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and indirectly affects MaxBet. As a result, it is not reasonable to directly incorporate this
information into NBRM and our proposed model.

Table 5 illustrates the estimates of the benchmark models and our proposed model
with and without house advantage consideration. In addition to Coolidge, most of the
results indicate the expected performance. In summary, all models present roughly the
same situation: The derivative signs of the control variables (p and a) are basically the
same in all of these models (the greater the value of p, the greater the ROR caused by
∂

∂p Pro(n) > 0, but the larger the value of a, the smaller the ROR caused by ∂
∂a Pro(n) < 0).

Among all the methods, the Coolidge results are biased toward conservative, rendering
higher probabilities of ruin even when the gamblers’ win rates are low. Take Sic Bo’s Specific
Triples as an example. While p = 0.46%, its ROR still reaches 6.71 × 10−2. Compared
to Kaufmann and Ralph-Vince, Coolidge’s results are more comprehensive and more
readily identifiable. However, this method is still not perfect because the current number of
wins/losses must be calculated before predictions can be made due to different outcomes
being generated each time. Another limitation is that the upper bound of n is required to
be defined, which is obviously not feasible in practice. Furthermore, the results produced
by NBRM are similar to the proposed model, which is similar to Equation (7) except
for taking the house advantage (a) into consideration. This is because they also make
use of the binomial distribution in the derivation process: The NBRM focuses on the
binomial distribution of a finite sample and the proposed model is conducted to describe
the distribution from an infinite sample, thereby giving the probability of obtaining the
entire event in the population. In addition, the ruin prediction can be further alleviated
when considering the impact of profit (a > 0). In fact, the simulated outcomes generated
through these models are quite well understood and these models can roughly determine
how each input feature influences the outcomes. We put forth the mathematical model that
merely links up their relationship and describes how these changes affect the ROR through
mathematical proof.

Table 5. ROR probabilities estimated by different models. Please refer to the above tables for
variable configurations.

Game and Its Wager Coolidge Kaufmann Ralph-Vince NBRM Equation (7) Equation (8)

Baccarat
Banker 4.74 × 10−1 7.87 × 10−3 6.13 × 10−2 6.42 × 10−2 6.18 × 10−2 5.75 × 10−2

Player 4.69 × 10−1 6.78 × 10−3 5.54 × 10−2 6.13 × 10−2 5.25 × 10−2 4.81 × 10−2

Tie 2.07 × 10−1 6.18 × 10−6 4.76 × 10−4 2.14 × 10−7 3.03 × 10−7 1.61 × 10−8

Sic Bo

Big/Small 4.32 × 10−1 1.06 × 10−2 7.52 × 10−2 6.81 × 10−2 8.46 × 10−2 7.13 × 10−2

Dice Combinations 4.31 × 10−1 3.11 × 10−5 1.43 × 10−3 2.59 × 10−6 8.88 × 10−6 5.22 × 10−6

Specific Doubles 5.34 × 10−2 2.19 × 10−6 2.35 × 10−4 1.87 × 10−8 3.10 × 10−8 4.76 × 10−10

Any Triple 6.48 × 10−2 3.95 × 10−8 1.54 × 10−5 8.45 × 10−11 2.70 × 10−12 1.49 × 10−14

Specific Triples 6.71 × 10−2 2.82 × 10−11 1.12 × 10−7 5.09 × 10−12 <1.0 × 10−15 <1.0 × 10−15

Big Six

Orange 3.23 × 10−1 8.10 × 10−3 6.25 × 10−2 6.13 × 10−2 6.37 × 10−2 3.87 × 10−2

Purple 3.23 × 10−1 4.23 × 10−4 8.41 × 10−3 1.82 × 10−3 1.09 × 10−3 4.19 × 10−4

Green 3.23 × 10−1 4.82 × 10−5 1.92 × 10−3 2.91 × 10−5 2.11 × 10−5 5.54 × 10−6

Blue 1.93 × 10−1 2.56 × 10−6 2.61 × 10−4 1.82 × 10−9 4.37 × 10−8 1.52 × 10−9

Yellow 1.47 × 10−1 1.48 × 10−7 3.78 × 10−5 1.07 × 10−12 6.30 × 10−11 6.04 × 10−13

Logo 1/Logo 2 2.51 × 10−1 8.83 × 10−9 5.55 × 10−6 4.94 × 10−13 7.26 × 10−14 <1.0 × 10−15

Roulette

Red/Black 4.34 × 10−1 1.07 × 10−2 7.54 × 10−2 6.63 × 10−2 8.50 × 10−2 7.20 × 10−2

Corner 4.34 × 10−1 1.07 × 10−5 6.90 × 10−4 2.22 × 10−8 9.72 × 10−7 5.43 × 10−7

Split 4.34 × 10−1 5.95 × 10−7 9.71 × 10−5 1.55 × 10−10 1.61 × 10−9 7.42 × 10−10

Single 4.34 × 10−1 3.52 × 10−8 1.42 × 10−5 8.65 × 10−13 2.05 × 10−12 7.80 × 10−13

5. Risk of Ruin Scales

In terms of application, we want to provide an ROR measurement standard so that
users can directly specify the current risk level of certain game settings. In order to produce
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a practical formula to obtain some useful measures, we carried out the calculations with
the following required features:

• The ROR measurement must be able to support high-precision decimals because it
will receive the probability of ROR by Pro(n).

• Minimum and maximum values should be determined in order to normalise the ROR
measurement.

• Certainly, the maximum risk must be obtained when the input is 1.0.
• There exists a small deviation that can be negligible for approximating the limit

of risk.

In response to the above requirements and based on our simulation results, we make use of
the logarithmic scaling function to analyse the ROR probability through ROR(x) as follows:

ROR(x) = log x− log S = log
x
S

(11)

Here, S is equal to 1.0 × 10−10 as a sufficiently small value for delimiting. The input x is the
predicted risk probability based on the proposed model. Since we are using a logarithmic
scale that can represent the index of high-precision values, each step is spaced with a
tenfold increase in probability. If x = 1.0 is input, the result of Equation (11) will be equal
to 10.0, representing the maximum risk, and if x ≤ S, the result is less than or equal to 0.0,
representing the minimum/no risk.

Based on the scales specified in Table 6, the scales Dangerous and Ruined should not
be allowed to appear in the perspective of casinos, in which casinos could possibly go
bankrupt within a month, particularly as per the gambling behaviour of Chinese people.
Corresponding to Table 3, we can apply Equation (11) to the ROR probabilities generated
by the Big Six game.

Table 6. A description of ROR(x) according to the world’s population.

Scale Status One out of the number of people that can bankrupt the casino by the same game

≤1.25 SAFE The casino cannot be bankrupted even against the world’s population

(1.25, 2.50] RELAXED Approx. 600 million people (half the size of China’s population)

(2.50, 3.75] RISKY Approx. 30 million people (the size of a small- to mid-sized province in China in terms of population)
(3.75, 5.00] Approx. 1,750,000 people (the size of a small- to mid-sized city in terms of population)

(5.00, 6.25] DANGEROUS Approx. 100,000 people
(6.25, 7.50] Approx. 5000 people

(7.50, 8.75] RUINED Everyone could bankrupt the casino
(8.75, 10.0] Casinos can be considered bankrupt

As indicated in Table 7, the casino will stay in a status of Ruined no matter which
wager is selected if n < 2. Therefore, the casino must avoid falling into this status. As stated
above, ROR(x) in Equation (11) changes based on Pro(n), and Pro(n) in Equation (10) is
derived from the three determinants n, p and a. Thus, adjustments can be made through
adjusting the three factors. However, p is an inherent probability of a specific non-skill
game and apparently cannot be changed at will. a is derived from p and a payout ratio
determined by the casino, and the payout ratio is strictly regulated by governments, hence
the span of adjustment is surely very limited in lowering ROR scales. Finally, n is left as
the only option for adjustment. n can be considered as

⌊
Bankroll
MaxBet

⌋
, such that the casino can

increase n by lowering the MaxBet, or increasing the size of the bankroll. Take the Big Six’s
Orange as an example. Table 7 only lists the cases of n = 1 · · · 10 and all of them result
in a RUINED status. In subsequent cases, when n = 20, the risk of ruin is mitigated to 7.33
(DANGEROUS) and is further lowered to 4.92 (RISKY) when n = 40. Finally, when n > 60,
the risk reaches RELAXED status or lower. In summary, a casino can run its business free of
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worry of bankruptcy if the MaxBet for each wager has also been configured to acceptably
low levels.

Table 7. Proposed ROR scales for the Big Six.

Wager p a n = 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Orange 46.15% 7.69% 9.80 9.65 9.51 9.37 9.24 9.10 8.97 8.84 8.72 8.59

Purple 25.08% 7.69% 9.58 9.23 8.89 8.56 8.23 7.91 7.58 7.26 6.94 6.62

Green 15.38% 7.69% 9.38 8.84 8.32 7.80 7.28 6.77 6.26 5.76 5.25 4.74

Blue 7.69% 15.38% 8.99 8.08 7.19 6.30 5.42 4.55 3.69 2.84 2.00 1.18

Yellow 3.85% 19.23% 8.61 7.31 6.03 4.77 3.53 2.31 1.12 <0.0 <0.0 <0.0

Logo 1/Logo 2 1.92% 11.54% 8.38 6.86 5.35 3.86 2.36 0.88 <0.0 <0.0 <0.0 <0.0

6. Conclusions

In this study, we presented a novel model for predicting the ROR with higher precision
by using Poisson distribution theory, from pre-defined sets of factors: the win probability
(p), the house advantage (a), and the predicted maximum number of bets (n). We have
given the complete derivation procedure that leads to the formal justification and the
algorithm, which satisfies monotonicity and contains probabilistic features. This research
fills the current research gap by exploring the relationship between the cash flow and the
max limit of betting in the model, and examining how they interact to affect the bankruptcy
risk of the casino. On the basis of risk awareness and social support theories, we developed
a comprehensive typological ROR scale measure, which can help eliminate the need for
heavy mathematics for ROR model derivation. Then, we summarised the status that
reflects the scale of the ROR, which can clearly describe the impact of the casino’s current
settings on its bankruptcy risk, implying that the casino needs to take risks although
house advantages favour them. In practice, this research provides useful information for
managing each gamble so that high-risk settings can be discovered in time. In addition,
we show that the proposed model and measure have the potential to facilitate related
applications and analysis.

Further, from the perspective of responsible gaming advocacy, these results were de-
vised in a form that effectively delivers visualized and concrete hints to those gamblers who
are susceptible to developing problem-gambling behaviour, by arousing their rationality to
be disillusioned with their false hope and myths. Particularly, those who strongly believe
in their so-called formulas for beating casinos are among the problem gamblers who fall
prey to unhealthy gambling habits. Furthermore, casinos typically have a much larger
bankroll with respect to general individual gamblers, which poses a further disadvantage
to them. As our tabulated results concretely and concisely show, the longer the string of
bets the gamblers place, the higher the chance casinos will win. In this zero-sum game,
the advantage is definitely not on the gamblers’ side.
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