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Abstract: Millimeter wave (mm-Wave) technology is likely the key enabler of 5G and early 6G
wireless systems. The high throughput, high capacity, and low latency that can be achieved,
when mm-Waves are utilized, makes them the most promising backhaul as well as fronthaul solutions
for the communication between small cells and base stations or between base stations and the
gateway. Depending on the channel properties different communication systems (e.g., beamforming
and MIMO) can accordingly offer the best solution. In this work, our goal is to design millimeter
wave beamformers for switched beam phased arrays as hybrid beamforming stages. Specifically,
three different analog beamforming techniques for the frequency range of 27–33 GHz are presented.
First, a novel compact multilayer Blass matrix is proposed. Second, a modified dummy-ports free,
highly efficient Rotman lens is introduced. Finally, a three-layer true-time-delay tree topology inspired
by microwave photonics is presented.

Keywords: 5G; early 6G; hybrid beamforming networks; millimeter waves; switched beam phased
arrays; Blass matrix; Rotman lens; tree beamformer

1. Introduction

The evolution of fifth generation (5G) wireless systems toward high microwave and millimeter
wave (mm-Wave) frequencies provides significant advantages because of the wide available spectrum
(i.e., high throughput, high capacity, and low latency) and improved features resulting from the smaller
wavelength [1–12]. Of course, higher frequencies are characterized by challenges of higher propagation
losses, higher phase noise in local oscillators, and higher insertion loss in the RF-front-end. This is
accompanied by possible shadowing even by trees, limited propagation range due to rain attenuation,
atmospheric and molecular absorption, and lower or impossible penetration to buildings [13–16].
The latter can be compensated by ensuring line-of-sight links, thereby requiring dense base stations
even down to distances of 150–200 m [17]. Therefore, mm-Wave communications are mainly used
for indoor environments and small cell access. This densification is anyways needed to ensure the
excessively high communication rates of 5G. Of course, densely deployed small cells demand high
cost to connect 5G base stations (BSs) to other BSs and to the network by fiber-based backhaul [18].
In contrast, wireless backhaul in mm-Wave bands that offers high speed, wide bandwidth, several Gbps
data rates is by far more cost-effective, flexible and much easier to deploy. As shown in Figure 1,
a wireless mm-Wave communication system is an extremely promising backhaul solution for small
cells that can support the desired high speed transmission between the small cell base stations (BSs)
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or between BSs and the gateway. However, high antenna gain (or narrow beamwidth) is needed to
compensate for high propagation losses; therefore, beamforming is required.

Figure 1. Illustration of different 5G communication cells.

Besides beamforming, antenna diversity (two or more antennas at different positions) has been
used at low microwave frequencies (i.e., below 6 GHz) to compensate the effects of multipath
propagation. Even though multipath effects are negligible at millimeter waves or above 7 GHz
(FR3 band) as they require line–of–sight paths, antenna diversity is still beneficial at these frequencies.
Specifically, it has been shown that the capacity of communication systems at these frequencies can
be increased by employing multiple antennas (i.e., MIMO) to receive signals. A MIMO configuration
can be deployed in single-user systems, where it offers the best throughput, or for multi-user systems
to increase the overall cell capacity. On the other hand, beamforming needs antenna elements with
the same polarization. A beam can be made directive even with two antenna elements, but with very
poor results. Instead, four antennas offer acceptable directivity, while eight antennas provide the best
compromise [e.g., especially for the 7–24 GHz (FR3 range)]. Additionally, it has been shown that
beamforming is more efficient than MIMO in hard–to–cover areas (cell edges or through buildings)
where the SNR is low [19]. On the contrary, MIMO is more efficient than beamforming in areas with
strong SNR (best for SNR > 17 dB), i.e., near the center of a cell, where multiple layers of MIMO
are used. Therefore, the most practically feasible configuration of a passive antenna at frequencies
below 6 GHz, is one that implements both beamforming and MIMO operations. The established
configuration, which incorporates both beamforming and MIMO, is known as “Hybrid Beamforming”
and it is generally accepted as the best option for the upper microwave (7–33 GHz) and millimeter
wave bands [20–23].

Hybrid beamforming has been adopted since 1970. In addition, various hybrid beamforming
systems have been presented in recent papers (e.g., [22,24]). Specifically, such systems are comprised
of the following components, as shown in Figure 2: (i) the antenna array; (ii) the “RF precoding”,
i.e., the analog RF beamformer that is driven by a number of transmitting RF chains; and (iii) a number
of digital–to–analog converters (DACs) that combine the “digital baseband precoding” (which plays
the role of the software defined radio (SDR) for the transmitter) into the analog RF beamforming
networks. The receiver follows the same logic and appears at the bottom of Figure 2. Notably, hybrid
beamforming combines the low cost, simplicity, and ease of implementation of analog beamformers
with powerful abilities of digital beamformers, such as comprehensive interference rejection and
beamsteering towards any desired position (at least theoretically) [25]. Therefore, by combining the
analog and digital beamformers, novel communication systems can be developed that meet the needs
of 5G [26]. Our paper is focused on analogue beamformers that represent an important component of
hybrid beamforming systems.
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Figure 2. Hybrid beamforming architecture.

Many different analog RF beamforming implementations have been developed during the last
60 years following the topologies proposed by Butler [27], Blass [28], and Nolen [29] matrices, as well
as Rotman lenses [30]. The most common analog beamforming network is based on the Butler
matrix, which is known for its high efficiency. However, it can only produce uniform amplitude
distributions that are known for their high side-lobe level (SLL) values [31], and high number of
crossovers that cause many undesired effects, such as increased insertion loss, mismatched junctions,
etc. [32]. In the literature, limited works have been proposed for the development of Butler matrices
with non-uniform amplitude distributions [33] and the reduction of crossovers [34]. Additionally,
Butler matrices exhibit significantly narrower bandwidths than the most wideband antenna arrays
currently available. A design with bandwidth of 3:1 (based on a 10− dB return loss), 1− dB insertion
loss variation, and 7◦ phase deviation was recently reported by Chen et al. [35]. Even though Butler
matrices have been extensively used at the frequency range of 1–4 GHz, there are limited works
at higher frequencies and mm-Waves. Nedil et al. [36] introduced a 4× 4 two-layer Butler matrix
at 5.8 GHz using coplanar wave-guide technology. Cao et al. [37], introduced a compact substrate
integrated waveguide (SIW) multi-folded 4× 8 Butler matrix combined with a 8× 10 SIW slot-coupled
patch array at 38 GHz accomplishing a size reduction of 53.5% in its longitudinal direction. Tornielli di
Crestvolant et al. [38] introduced a new class of Butler matrices with inherent bandpass filter transfer
functions. Specifically, they presented the synthesis and design of a 2× 2, 180 hybrid coupler at
10 GHz and a 4× 4 Butler matrix with an equal-ripple four-pole Chebyshev bandpass characteristic
centered at 12.5 GHz. More recently Dyad et al. [39] presented a dually-polarized Butler matrix for
base stations with polarization diversity operating at 60 GHz. Finally, Tamayo-Dominguez et al. [40]
utilized additive manufacturing techniques to introduce a 3D-printed modified butler matrix for a
monopulse radar based on gap waveguides at W-Band.

Nolen matrices outperform Butler matrices as they can produce an arbitrary number of beams.
However, similar to Butler matrices, they are usually limited to uniform amplitude tapering and only
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few reported attempts have attempted to fix this problem [41]. In addition, Nolen networks operate
at relatively narrowband frequency range, compared to wideband antenna arrays. Djerafi et al. [42],
introduced a relatively broadband Nolen matrix using substrate integrated waveguide (SIW)
technology, which provided constant phase over a 11.7% frequency bandwidth centered at 77 GHz.
More recently, a Nolen matrix with slightly wider bandwidth of 1.4:1, amplitude imbalance less than
0.75 dB, phase variation 6◦, and return loss better than 16 dB was proposed by Ren et al. [43].

The Blass matrix is the ordinary case of the Nolen matrix. In addition, the Blass matrix can provide
non-uniform amplitudes (thereby overcoming Nolen matrix limitations for uniform amplitudes) but
exhibits higher losses due to the use of matched loads. Moreover, the Blass matrix can be designed
as a true time-delay network, thereby resolving (at least in theory) the bandwidth limitations of both
Butler and Nolen matrices. A true time-delay Blass matrix with an instantaneous bandwidth of 5:1
was first reported by Chu et al. [44]. However, this was an active network design that used amplifiers
as directional couplers.

Finally, Rotman lenses are passive topologies that have been used to implement true time-delay
beamforming networks. The main advantage of Rotman lenses is that they require low number of
switching elements, compared to Blass matrices. Rotman lenses have been extensively used with
relatively wideband performance, such as 3.4:1 by Lambrecht et al. [45] and 10:1 by Merola et al. [46].
However, Rotman lenses suffer from relatively low efficiency (e.g., 20–50% efficiency was reported by
Merola [46]).

In this work, three novel analog beamforming networks are proposed as 5G mm-wave candidates.
Each network separately tackles and solves specific limitations and drawbacks of its prior counterparts.
First, a multilayer Blass matrix design is presented. To our knowledge, this is the first multilayer,
circular Blass topology. Typical Blass networks are big in size and suffer from excessive losses. Aiming
towards compact and highly efficient mm-Wave beamforming networks, we first transform the classical
Blass matrix topology [28] into a circular design [47], and then implement it in a two-layer topology.
The challenge of this attempt is the appropriate design of the couplers. Typical approaches use
bondwires and bridges [48], two factors that decrease the efficiency of beamformers and increase the
design complexity. In this work, to minimize the losses and significantly reduce the design complexity,
a dual-layer directional coupler is designed and used. As a proof of concept, a 3× 4 Blass matrix is
designed, which shows excellent performance. Compared to the typical single-layer Blass matrix the
proposed dual-layer network achieves 60% size reduction.

The second topology, which is presented here, is a modified Rotman lens topology. Rotman lenses,
similar to the Blass matrix topologies have large footprints, while their efficiency is limited due to
the existence of dummy ports. Aiming towards a compact, low cost and highly efficient design,
we minimize the number of dummy ports by using field absorbers. Specifically, by imitating perfect
matched layers (PMLs), we engineer the substrate by doping it with conductive material. This key
modification essentially increases the loss tangent about ten times, yielding an almost perfect absorber
and thereby eliminating the undesired reflections. As a proof of concept, a simple 3× 3 structure,
which shows very good results, is presented here.

Our last topology is a tree topology inspired by microwave photonics. Specifically, this implementation
provides ultra-wideband operation; eliminates the problems of crossovers faced by Butler, Nolen, and Blass
matrices; and is capable of providing significantly higher efficiencies than ordinary Rotman lenses.
The primary novelty of this topology is the minimal number of delay lines. By hierarchically repeating
the same feature, using successive power divisions (equal and un-equal) and by doubling the delay as we
move diagonally from the first antenna port to its last port and towards the network input, we achieve the
desired amplitude and phase difference. As a proof of concept, a three-layer 1× 4 network, which shows
excellent results, is designed.
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2. Beamforming Networks Design

2.1. Blass Matrix Architecture

In this task, we pursue the development of a novel dual-layer Blass matrix. Typical Blass matrices
are large in size and suffer from excessive losses. Aiming to compact and highly efficient mm-Wave
beamforming networks in this work, the classical Blass matrix topology is first transformed into a
circular design, and then implemented in a two-layer topology. To our knowledge, this is the first
multi-layer Blass design. Compared to the typical single-layer Blass matrix, the proposed dual-layer
network achieves 60% size reduction. An additional key point of our implementation are the couplers.
Typical approaches use bondwires and bridges [48], two factors that decrease the efficiency of the
beamformer and increase the design complexity in regular Blass matrices. Here, to minimize the losses
and significantly reduce the design complexity, a dual-layer directional coupler is designed and used.

The Blass matrix was first introduced in 1960 [28], and its network is shown in Figure 3. In its
original form, the Blass matrix consists of N traveling wave feed lines (rows) cross-connected to a set
of M transmission lines (columns), each one feeding an antenna element of the array. M and N are
independent and they can be chosen arbitrarily, but always the number of beams M should be less
(or equal) to the number of antenna elements. The other end of the line is terminated in a matched
load (see Figure 3). This beamforming network provides M beams with an array of N elements.
The interconnections are implemented with directional couplers of unequal power divisions as shown
in Figure 3. For a uniform amplitude excitation of the array, the first (out of N) row of couplers divides
the power to a 1/N portion that flows towards the antenna element and a (N − 1)/N portion that
flows along the column towards the rest of the network. Likewise, the second row of couplers divides
the power into ratios of 1/(N − 1) and (N − 2)/(N − 1) and so on. In addition, as long as we are
moving farther away from the feeding ports and towards the radiating elements (element 1, element 2,
· · · , element N) additional electrical length is introduced causing a true time delay (TTD) difference
between the elements, which is responsible for the beam-steering of our array. By appropriately
choosing the lengths of these paths, we can steer the beam at the desired direction. However, as long
as we are moving towards higher port number (port 1, port 2, · · ·, port M), the signal may travel to
a specific radiating element along different paths (Figure 3). Take for example port 2 when it excites
the radiating element 2. As shown in Figure 3, the desired signal is the one that can follow the path
denoted with green line. However, there is also an additional path that the signal can take, which is the
one denoted with red line. This second path is undesired and is referred to as spurious path, which is
responsible for some performance degradation of the Blass matrix.

Aiming to a compact mm-Wave beamforming network, a dual-layer semi-circular Blass matrix
adopted herein is introduced [47]. Figure 4 shows a graphical representation of the circular topology.
The semi-circular Blass matrix is designed so that beams 2 and 3 are identical to beam 1, but smartly
rotated so that the transmission line between them introduces the desired time delays. Therefore, for the
first beam, the time delay for the nth element is nτvertical , for the second beam is n(τvertical + τhorizontal),
while for the third beam is n(τvertical + 2τhorizontal). By determining τvertical and τhorizontal , each beam
can be accurately steered in the desired direction.

A critical component of the Blass matrix is, as expected, the coupler. The couplers used in
this work are directional, but, unlike traditional couplers [48], they have their through port on the
opposite side of the coupled port. Traditional couplers can exhibit this behavior by using either
bondwires and bridges, such as the Lange directional coupler (see Figure 5b) or branch-line directional
couplers (see Figure 5a). However, the first approach increases significantly the losses as well as the
fabrication complexity especially at mm-Wave frequencies, while the second approach leads into a
significantly larger design. To avoid both the bondwires’ complexity and minimize the undesired
losses, a dual layer directional coupler is used [49], as shown in Figure 6. This coupler is comprised
of two rectangular patches (Figure 6) printed on the top and bottom surface of a two-sided substrate
with a common ground plane. The two patches are coupled through a rectangular slot etched on the
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common ground plane. The dimensions of the patches and the slot are selected to achieve the desired
coupling coefficient. To design the coupler, a quasi-static approach is initially used, utilizing the design
formulas given by Wong [50]. Then, the design is optimized by running full-wave simulations.

Figure 3. Blass matrix schematic.

Figure 4. Circular Blass matrix topology.
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(a)

(b)
Figure 5. Traditional implementations of directional cross couplers: (a) multi-section branch line
cross-coupler; and (b) Lange directional coupler.

Figure 6. Layout of the dual-layer directional coupler.

As mentioned above, one of the most critical components of the Blass topology are the directional
couplers. Let us take the case when all couplers have the same coupling coefficient as proposed in [28].
In this case, the higher are the coupling values (see Figure 3), the higher is the circuit efficiency we can
achieve. This is expected as more power will be distributed to the radiating elements, instead of getting
dissipated at the lines’ terminations. Moreover, it can be easily observed that, for every non-spurious
path case, the input signal realizes only one coupling value (see in Figure 3 how the signal flows from
input port 2 to output port 2) before it reaches any output port. Therefore, an effect of the order of
C [e.g., O(C)] is introduced on this signal, both in amplitude and phase. On the other hand, for the
case of a spurious path, the signal has to travel through at least three “coupled ports”, introducing
an effect of at least O(C3). Thus, the lower the coupling coefficient of the coupler is, the lower the
effect of the spurious path is. Therefore, there is a trade-off between the efficiency of the network and
the errors introduced on both the amplitude and phase of the excitations. For our case, we choose as
a good balance coupling values of C = −11.5 dB [see Figure 7a]. In the next subsection, the design
methodology of the proposed N ×M Blass matrix beamforming network is presented.
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(a) (b)
Figure 7. Frequency response of the double layer directional coupler: (a) amplitude response;
and (b) phase difference between the output ports of the double layer directional coupler.

Blass Matrix Design Methodology

As mentioned above, a Blass matrix consists of M traveling wave feed lines (columns)
cross-connected to a set of N transmission lines (rows), each one feeding an antenna element of
the array. The first step of the design process is to choose the number of inputs M and outputs N,
respectively (in this work, M = 3 and N = 4). Aiming to steer the beams of our antenna array in a
specific direction, the desired phase differences ∆φ

(m)
(n+1,n) between the output ports for each m beam

are computed, utilizing array theory [51]. Recall that, for a linear phased array with interelement
distance d, phase difference ∆φ, or group delay τ, to steer the beam toward an angle θ0 from broadside
is (e.g., [51]):

∆φ =
ωd sin θ0

c
or τ =

d sin θ0

c
(1)

where c is the speed of light in vacuum and ω is the angular frequency. Although a true-time-delay
beamformer is sought, its design is based on the corresponding phase differences. These are first
estimated at the center frequency based on standard antenna array synthesis. In turn, phase differences
are transformed to the corresponding group delays to implement the desired wideband true-time-delay
antenna array. Note that, since we are proposing a Blass matrix implemented in a semi-circular dual-layer
topology, which to our knowledge has never been reported before, significant modifications have to be
done on the design approach compared to the classical Blass matrix [28]. Namely, the directional couplers
as well as the feed-lines’ lengths between the couplers have to be appropriately chosen and designed.

The Blass matrix design methodology is a serial process, which is performed column-wise.
Namely, we start with the design of column 1 adding the appropriate couplers and lengths of
lines at each row 1 · · ·M, respectively. A dual-layer directional coupler in Figure 6 is used herein
to accommodate our novel implementation. Since this Blass matrix has N = 4 output ports,
four directional couplers are needed at each column. Between the couplers, a transmission line
with a group delay τv is added. The purpose of this line is to introduce some physical separation
between the couplers for fabrication purposes and is usually chosen to be around 8.3ps at the frequency
band we have chosen to operate. In addition, the couplers have to be symmetric and form a “cross”,
as shown in the schematic of Figure 3. To achieve this geometrical configuration, the top and bottom
patches of the coupler are tilted at 45◦, while in addition 45◦ arcs are introduced at the ends of the
patches, as shown in Figure 6. Note that the radius of the arcs has to be chosen wisely as firstly the
characteristic impedance of the corresponding lines have to remain unaffected, and secondly the
coupler has to remain compact. The length as well as the width of the slot and the patch are designed
following the methodology in [49,50]. The total phase difference between the coupler’s input-port and
its through-port is denoted as ∆φc and the corresponding delay τc. In addition, the coupling value is
decided by the patch and slot width, and are always 90◦ in terms of electrical length. Thus, the phase
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introduced due to the coupling value is negligible. Therefore by looking at the Blass matrix schematic
(see Figure 8) the total phase introduced at the nth output-port, when input port m = 1 is used as a
reference, is:

∆φ
(1)
n,1 = n∆φc − (N − n)∆φ0 ↔ τ

(1)
n,1 = nτc − (N − n)τ0 (2)

where ∆φ0 is the phase introduced by line τ0. From Equation (2), it can be seen that the phase difference
between two adjacent output-ports (n, n + 1) is:

∆φ
(1)
n+1,n = ∆φc − ∆φ0 ↔ τ

(1)
n+1,n = τc − τ0 = τ (3)

Figure 8. Layout of the proposed circular mm-Wave Blass matrix topology.

Using Equation (3), the electrical length of line τ0 can be specified. Since τ is the desired
group delay estimated from the antenna array in order for the beam maximum to point toward
the pre-specified direction θ0, it can similarly be seen that for column 2 the phase differences between
adjacent output ports are:

∆φ
(2)
n+1,n = ∆φc − ∆φ0 − ∆φh ↔ τ

(2)
n+1,n = τc − τ0 − τh (4)

where ∆φh is the phase introduced by line τh. In a similar manner, the rest of the matrix columns
are designed. The last step of the design methodology is to choose the coupling coefficient of the
couplers. As mentioned above, all beams except from the first one suffer from spurious excitations.
These excitations degrade the performance of the Blass matrix by introducing perturbations in
amplitude and phase, as shown in [28] (Equation (6)). It can be seen that the higher the coupling value
is, the stronger the effect of these perturbations is, ultimately degrading SLL. On the other hand, if a
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low coupling value is chosen, only a small portion of the power will be coupled to the output ports,
and the rest will be consumed by the terminations (see Figure 3). Therefore, the coupling value is
determined by the application and how tolerant this application is to high SLL values.

2.2. Rotman Lens Architecture

In our second approach, a novel true time delay Rotman lens is used. Rotman lenses, similar to
classical Blass topologies, are known for two main limitations: their large footprint and their limited
efficiencies (typically 50–60%) due to the dummy ports. Aiming at high efficiency, we propose a novel
dummy-ports-free Rotman lens utilizing the idea of field absorbers. Specifically, imitating perfect
matching layers (PMLs), we engineer the substrate by doping it with conductive material. This key
modification essentially increases the loss tangent about ten times, yielding an almost perfect absorber
and eliminating the undesired reflections.

As is well known, the original Rotman lens is a metallic plate waveguide, loaded with dielectric
for miniaturization purposes, where its input ports lie upon the beam contour and the output ports
lie upon the array contour. As its grounded substrate is extended beyond the waveguide boundaries
for practical purposes, it resembles a printed microstrip structure, although the area between the two
metallic planes remains a parallel plate waveguide operating at its TEM mode.

As shown in Figure 9, the Rotman lens is considered as a M × N beamforming network.
Its functionality is: when an input port is excited, the input signal is divided into N output ports with
different amplitudes and phase sequences, which create a radiated beam with its maximum directed
along a specific direction. When the same input signal is fed to another input port, a beam oriented
to a different scanning angle is created. The energy fed to each input port emerges as rays directed
towards all possible directions inside the parallel plate region. Some of them collimate, feeding the
antennas through the output ports. However, there are also rays that propagate towards the top and
bottom sides of the waveguide (in Figure 9, the top and bottom sides are considered the sides where
the dummy ports are placed). These rays may be reflected to arrive at the output ports (even at the
input ports) interfering with the directed rays at arbitrary phase, thus “contaminating” the desired
signals (or causing mismatching at the inputs). Hence, the energy of these side-propagating rays must
be absorbed and dissipated when they arrive at the side edges of the lens. To reduce the reflections in
the parallel plate region, the dummy ports are used, as shown in Figure 9. Essentially, the dummy
ports serve as absorbers for the spillovers of the lens, reducing the multiple reflections and standing
waves, which undermine the lens performance [52].

Figure 9. Principle Rotman lens architecture.
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Rotman Lens Design Methodology

In this work we follow the classical Rotman lens design approach, as depicted in Figure 10 given
by [52].

Figure 10. Proposed Rotman lens architecture with three inputs (red), three outputs (green), and four
dummy (D) ports (blue) in the side walls. The scale is 10:3.06 mm.

Aiming at a compact, low cost, and highly efficient design, our goal is to minimize the number of
dummy ports. However, when a small number of dummy ports is used, the Rotman lens performance
degrades radically, as the inputs are no longer well matched, and the outputs’ phase response fluctuates
leading to a non-constant group delay. This is a well-recognized problem and numerous attempts have
been made by researchers to confront it. Indicatively, Sorrentino et al. [53] utilized field absorbers at the
side edges built up on a metamaterial approach. Here, we take a different path, imitating the perfect
matching layers (PML). For this purpose, we appropriately engineer the substrate by doping it with
conductive material, (e.g., carbon), on the area directly beyond the sides of the upper metal. This is
considered to retain about the same dielectric constant but increasing the loss tangent about ten times.
Thus, we can efficiently absorb the incident waves and in turn attenuate the standing waves of the
parallel plate region. Following the principles of electromagnetic theory, the attenuation constant for
the case of a TEM propagating mode in the parallel plate region when material losses are introduced is
given by [48]:

ad =
ktanδ

2
(5)

where k = ω
√

εµ stands for the wavenumber. Considering the desired frequency of operation and
keeping in mind that the mode attenuates at a rate of e−adx in the parallel plate region, we can evaluate
the distance the wave has to cover to attenuate 1/e in respect to its initial value. Based on this initial
estimation the Rotman lens’ absorbing area is initially designed and then in turn is optimized using an
EM simulator. In our proposed design, following this procedure and after the necessary optimization,
the length of the structure increases almost 6% with respect to the dummy-ports-based design, ensuring
sufficient absorption of the incident waves in the side walls. Figure 11 presents how the dummy-port
based design has been modified when absorbers are introduced in the side walls.
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Figure 11. Rotman lens architecture with three inputs (red), three outputs (green), and two absorbers
in the side walls. The scale is 10:3.06 mm.

This approach is proven to yield an almost perfect absorber, eliminating reflections along with
their deleterious effects on the input matching and output phase fluctuations. The challenge here is to
invent practical ways for the implementation of the assumed “conductive doping”. A simple structure
with only three input and three output ports is considered herein as a proof of concept, and it is proven
to work very well.

2.3. Tree Type Beamforming Network Architecture

Our last design is focused on the development of a novel tree-based beamforming network,
which mimics topologies that have been employed in microwave photonics [54]. We expect that
this design will enable the development of new tunable three-dimensional (3D) beamformers for
next-generation hybrid phased array systems providing game-changing capabilities compared to
other beamformers. Specifically, the proposed implementation provides ultra-wideband operation,
eliminates the problems of crossovers faced by Butler, Nolen, and Blass matrices, and is capable of
exhibiting significantly higher efficiencies than Rotman lenses. Figure 12 shows our proposed tree
topology. As can be seen, the building blocks of this topology are transmission lines and power dividers,
making its topology relatively simple. The primary novelty of this topology is the minimal number of
the involved delay lines. This idea stems from microwave photonics, and it is exploited in microwave
and millimeter wave regimes. The key feature to observe refers to the hierarchical usage of delay lines
with multiples of the basic delay τ from the antenna ports level towards the transceiver port. The idea
is to hierarchically repeat the same feature by doubling the delay while moving diagonally from the
first antenna port towards its last port and towards the network input. Specifically, the signal entering
the input port undergoes successive power divisions by reaching the output ports with both the desired
amplitude and phase. Even though our proposed design looks similar to corporate-type beamforming
networks [55], the time delays in the form of transmission line paths are introduced in the common
branches and not before the output ports of the network. This modification is crucial as it offers two
main advantages. First, in the tree topology, the total delay (or phase shift) is introduced through the
common branch, instead of the multiple small branches used in the corporate network that introduce
the desired time delays in parallel. This key modification makes the tree beamforming network
significantly more compact compared to the corporate network. Secondly, and most importantly,
the transmission lines playing the role of phase shifters are true time delay elements, which eliminates
the beam squint phenomenon. As is expected, a tree-based network can introduce only a specific time
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delay, steering the beam towards only one specific angle. However, this limitation can be overcome
using multi-layer topologies with a different tree network on each layer, where each layer is devoted
to steer the beam towards a specific angle. Figure 13 shows in detail our proposed multilayer design.
To connect the different layers a single pole multiple throw (SPNT) type switch is used at the input
and at each antenna port to effectively activate the corresponding layer (tree-topology) and provide
the desired radiated beam (thereby achieving beamsteering). The challenge here is to appropriately
design the interconnecting lines so that they are compatible with the monolithic microwave integrated
circuits (MMICs) of SPNT switches. To address this challenge, all the interconnecting lines are
designed as striplines, an approach that has never been implemented before on these networks.
This design approach not only provides the needed multilayer beamformers but also ensures low
losses at mm-wave frequencies.

As is expected, a critical component of the tree beamformer is the power divider. The power
divider has to be appropriately designed to support the required bandwidth while it simultaneously
introduces the desired amplitude distributions at the radiating elements of the network. At this stage
of our research, we are only focused on the second aim, leaving the wideband behavior as a future
task. Our goal is to design a beamforming network that can introduce Chebyshev distribution at the
antenna ports. To achieve the Chebyshev distribution, asymmetric power dividers have to be designed
by appropriately distributing the power at their ports and throughout the network. Conventional
unequal power division Wilkinson power dividers can achieve the unequal power split by introducing
an asymmetry in the characteristic impedance of their two branches. This way excellent performance
is achieved in relatively small power division ratios. As the power division ratio increases, however,
the characteristic impedances of the branches acquire very large or very small values, which are
unrealizable in microstrip or stripline technology. Large characteristic impedance lines tend to be very
thin and sometimes outside of the manufacturing tolerances, while small characteristic impedance
lines are very wide, introducing large parasitic capacitances, thereby making them inappropriate for
our application. Therefore, unequal power division Wilkinson power dividers are not suitable for our
design due to the different power ratios that we need to achieve. Specifically, Figure 14 shows the
power divider used in this work. This unequal power divider is based on the design introduced in [56],
which is capable of utilizing 50 Ω lines and introducing the desired asymmetry in the electrical length
of its corresponding transmission lines. In our case, a 21 dB SLL Chebyshev amplitude distribution is
excited among the elements. Therefore, the ratio of power arriving at the elements located at the edge
of the array over the ones in the middle is 5.15 dB.

Figure 12. Schematic of the hierarchical true time delay tree beamformer: (a) 1 to 4; and (b) 1 to 8.
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Figure 13. Multilayer tree topology layout.

Figure 14. Layout of unequal power divider.

Tree Topology Design Methodology

A tree beamforming network is comprised of delay lines and power dividers. Similar to any other
beamforming network design methodology, we first start by defining the number of desired output
elements N and beams M. Since the tree network is capable of introducing only a specific time delay,
steering the beam towards only one specific angle, for each beam direction m ∈ [1, M], a different tree
network has to be designed. In our proposed design, as we are implementing a multi-layer topology,
each beam is produced by a different layer of our network. N by default can only be a power of two
N = 2ν, with ν denoting the number of stages used to implement the tree network. Figure 15 shows
one layer of a general schematic for the tree type network implemented with ν stages and N outputs.
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Tree.png

Figure 15. Schematic of the tree type network with N outputs.

Aiming to steer the beam at a specific angle, the phase difference ∆φ between the adjacent
output-ports, corresponding to a frequency independent delay of τ as in Equation (1). Thus, a ∆φ =

ω0τ at the center frequency ω0, is chosen, following the array theory [51]. In addition, as the tree
topology offers us the ability to apply any tapering distribution we desire, the appropriate amplitude
coefficients at the output ports are chosen. Herein, a Chebyshev array with a predefined SLL = 21 dB
is employed. These are achieved by appropriately choosing the power division through the network’s
cascaded power dividers. The whole design philosophy is deployed as we move from stage 1 (left) to
stage ν (right), as depicted with different colors in Figure 15. Assuming that Pn is the power arriving
at each output port, the first stage power divider (in Figure 15, it is denoted with purple color) is
designed to have a power division ratio of:

C1 =
∑N/2

i=1 Pi

∑N
i=N/2+1 Pi

(6)

Note that, when the amplitude tapering is symmetric, this ratio is equal to one. In addition,
the electrical length of the first stage delay line is ∆φ1 = (N/2)∆φ. Moving to higher-order stages
(e.g., stage 2–ν), the power division ratios are evaluated as:

Cj
ν =

∑
i= ports ∈ first branch of jth divider

Pi

∑
i= ports ∈ second branch of jth divider

Pi
(7)

while the electrical lengths and the delays of the corresponding delay lines are:

∆φν =
N
2ν

∆φ = ω0τν (8)

where ω0 is the center angular frequency. Following this design methodology, any desired amplitude
distribution is feasible maintaining the beam at the desired steered angle.

3. Numerical Results

In this section, the results of our proposed beamforming networks are organized into three
corresponding subsections. Excellent performance is attained for each case network, thereby proving
that they are suitable for our envisioned switched-beam phased arrays.
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3.1. Blass Matrix Results

Figure 8 shows our proposed compact double-layer semi-circular Blass matrix that can achieve
uniform amplitude distribution and steer its beam between the following three directions: broadside
and ±34◦. Notably, the design rules of the proposed Blass architecture are based on the design
equations given in the original paper by Blass [28]. The 11.5-dB dual-layer directional coupler used in
our design is implemented in a double 0.127-mm-thick duroid 5870 substrate with a dielectric constant
of εr = 2.33, as shown in Figure 16. The slot width is 0.4744 mm and the patch width is 0.5277 mm,
which are estimated according to the methods in [49,50] to ensure an 11.5-dB coupling. The analytically
estimated dimensions are 0.48 and 0.533 mm for the slot and the patch, respectively. These design
parameters are optimized through the ANSYS HFSS simulation software, and the final slot and the
patch lengths (see Figure 6) are 1.8 mm. Curved 50 Ω microstrip lines are attached to each side of
both patches with a radius of 1.3 mm and a 45◦ arc angle. As shown in Figure 7a, the 3-dB bandwidth
in terms of coupling coefficient (S41) ranges from 15 to 45 GHz, while both the return loss S11 and
isolation S31 are satisfactory. Finally, the phase of the coupling coefficient with respect to the direct path
is designed to be ∆φ = phase(S41)− phase(S21) = 90◦ for all desired bands of operation, as shown in
Figure 7b.

Both the second and third columns of the Blass matrix are similar to the first but rotated by 31◦

and 62◦, respectively. The required delay lines of multiples of τh according to Figure 4 are designed
and implemented as microstrip lines, and the results are presented in Figure 17. In addition, τ0 and
its multiples are achieved through 1.987 mm straight microstrip line segments, while τh is achieved
with curved microstrip lines with a length of 2.01 mm and an arc angle of 31◦. Multiples of τh have the
same arc angle but double the length. The vertical delay lines are chosen to have zero electrical length
as, based on our simulation analysis, the coupler inserts a 18.08ps delay on its own. Therefore, there is
enough physical separation and no extra vertical lines are needed. The desired delays τh for an array
with an interelement distance d = 4.5 cm at the maximum operating frequency of fmax = 33 GHz
are illustrated in Figure 18. Notably, d = λmin/2 at fmax to avoid grating lobes. However, this could
be related to higher values due to the restricted angular deflection of the radiated beam from 0◦

(broadside) to θmax = 34◦ degrees as d = λ0,min/(1 + θmax).

Figure 16. Blass matrix cross section.

Figure 17. Group delay response of the delay lines of the Blass matrix.
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Figure 18. Example of array fed by the Blass matrix

The simulation results of the Blass matrix topology are presented in Figure 19a–f. Specifically,
Figure 19a shows that, for the first beam, which aims towards +34◦, the amplitudes at the
corresponding elements exhibit only a±0.4 dB or±9.6% deviation from the desired uniform amplitude
distribution. As expected, the time delays of the first beam are flat for the total operational bandwidth
(see Figure 19b) since spurious paths are avoided by utilizing directional couplers. As shown in the
inset of Figure 19b, the time delay differences between adjacent ports are fairly constant, deviating
by no more than ±0.7ps or ±8.4%. Regarding the second beam, which aims towards broadside,
the amplitudes at the output ports deviate from the uniform distribution by ±0.35 dB or ±8.4%, as
shown in Figure 19c. Figure 19d presents the corresponding time delay of the output ports, showing
a maximum difference of no more than ±2ps between them. Finally, for the third beam that aims
towards −34◦, which is affected the most from the spurious paths, compared to any other beam,
the maximum amplitude deviation is ±0.35 dB ±8.4% (see Figure 19e), and the time delay differences
between the output ports differ by ±2ps or ±24% at most. It is important to note that, even though the
errors seem large at a first glance, they are not systematic and they exhibit a random-like behavior. As a
consequence, both the directivity and the beam pointing angle of the resulting array factors are largely
unaffected. The only degradation introduced by the spurious paths can be observed at the slightly
increased SLL shown in Figure 20a–d as calculated directly from the S-parameters of our network.
The maximum SLL of the three beams is 10 dB and occurs for the second beam’s entire operational
bandwidth. This is due to the spurious excitations, as predicted. The beam crossover level is at 4.5 dB
at 33 GHz and goes up to 3 dB at 27 GHz. In summary, the operational bandwidth of the Blass design
presented in this section is 27–33 GHz.

(a) (b)

Figure 19. Cont.
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(c) (d)

(e) (f)

Figure 19. Proposed Blass matrix simulation results: (a,c,e) amplitudes |Sij| for the i = 1–4 outputs
when the input ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited; and (b,d,f) group delay for the i = 1–4 outputs when input
ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)
Figure 20. Calculated array factor radiation pattern when the outputs of the proposed Blass matrix
(Figure 8) is used to excite the phased array at: (a) 27 GHz; (b) 29 GHz; (c) 31 GHz; and (d) 33 GHz.
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3.2. Rotman Lens Results

In this work, the classical Rotman lens architecture with dummy ports is compared with a novel
design where the dummy ports are replaced by absorbers. In general, the role of dummy ports is
to reduce the reflection of the incident waves at the side walls of the lens. These incident waves
are responsible for the appearance of standing waves in the parallel plate region and, consequently,
the degradation of lens response. By replacing the dummy ports with absorbing layers, the incident
waves on the side walls are efficiently absorbed, improving the characteristics of the lens. Both designs
consist of three input ports, and three output ports. Notably, the design rules of the proposed Rotman
lens architectures are based on the design equations of Rotman and Turner [30]. Aiming at a compact
design, a substrate Rogers RT6006 with εr = 6.15, and tanδ = 0.0027 is chosen. All simulations
were performed in the range of 27–33 GHz. The absorber material is assumed as the same substrate,
but doped with conductive media (e.g., carbon) to increase its conductivity and, in turn, its loss tangent
as: εr = 6.15 and tanδ = 0.7. The presented topology serves as a proof of concept and more practical
designs with higher port numbers will be investigated in the future.

3.2.1. Rotman Lens with Four Dummy Ports

The classical Rotman lens topology studied herein consists of three input, three output, and four
dummy ports, as depicted in Figure 10, with dimensions 22.334× 17.182× 0.3 mm3. The reduction of
dummy ports number results in a reduced efficiency. Figure 21a–f shows the magnitude and phase
distributions of the designed lens. Although the device seems to work satisfactorily in the frequency
range 27–30 GHz, it has a prohibitive response in the second half of spectrum that ranges from 30 to
33 GHz. This unwanted behavior is due to the ineffective absorption of the incident waves on the side
walls of the lens. These waves do not get absorbed, thereby exciting standing waves in the parallel
plate region. Therefore, this deficiency affects the array factor of the feeding antenna array. Figure 22
reveals this distortion showing the occurring beam squint (i.e., undesired shifts of the beam’s pointing
angle) at 27 GHz (dotted lines) and at 30 GHz (continuous lines). The magnitudes of the input reflection
coefficients (return loss) are depicted in Figure 23 and as expected they present poor matching.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

Figure 21. Cont.
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(e) (f)

Figure 21. Ordinary Rotman lens with 4 dummy ports simulation results: (a,c,e) amplitudes |Sij| for
the i = 1–3 outputs when the input ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited; and (b,d,f) group delay for the i = 1–3
outputs when input ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited.

Figure 22. Calculated array factor radiation patterns at 27 GHz and 30 GHz when the outputs of the
proposed Rotman lens (Figure 10) are used to excite the phased array.

Figure 23. Ordinary Rotman lens with 4 dummy ports reflection coefficients.

3.2.2. Rotman Lens with Absorbers

Aiming at reducing the unwanted reflections of incident waves in the side walls and enhancing
the total efficiency of the lens, the dummy ports are replaced by two absorbing layers covered with
metallic shields on each side wall, as shown in Figure 11. The dimensions of this structure are defined
as 22.334× 18.163× 0.3 mm3. The height of the absorbers is equal to the height of the substrate,
and their material characteristics are chosen with an εr = 6.15 and a tandδ = 0.7. These material values
have been chosen theoretically, by adjusting the value between the initial material and the material is
then doped with the conductive molecules as described above. By engineering the substrate, we can
efficiently absorb the incident waves and thus attenuate the standing waves of the parallel plate region.
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Besides, the ultimate scope of this design is to prove that there is an easier to design and implement
approach to absorb the incident waves in the side walls than the dummy ports.

Figure 24a–f reveals the improved Rotman lens response in the whole frequency range of
27–33 GHz. This improvement is also justified from the array factor distribution in Figure 25, which is
valid in the entire frequency range.

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

(e) (f)
Figure 24. Proposed Rotman lens with absorbers in the side walls simulation results: (a,c,e) amplitudes
|Sij| for the i = 1–3 outputs when the input ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited; and (b,d,f) group delay for the
i = 1–3 outputs when input ports j = 1, 2, 3 are excited.

Figure 25. Calculated array factor radiation pattern when the outputs of the proposed Rotman lens
(Figure 11) are used to excite the phased array.
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3.2.3. Comparison of the Two Rotman Lens Topologies

The return loss (input reflection coefficient) of the two designed Rotman lenses are depicted
in Figures 23 and 26. An improvement by at least 4 dB is clearly observed in the topology with
the absorbers, while an acceptable matching over the entire band is offered at the same time.
The corresponding coefficients are presented in Figures 21a–f and 24a–f when input ports 1, 2, 3
are activated. A reduction in the amplitude variation is first observed. However, the direct path
transmission coefficient S41 is higher. Although a theoretically uniform distribution is sought,
higher signal levels at the middle output ports are observed (Figures 21a–f and 24a–f), which yield
shaped antenna array aperture excitation and thus lower sidelobes. Furthermore, the observed large
amplitude variations in transmission coefficients are degrading the antenna array excitation, as shown
in Figure 26. This may be due to the small number of output ports and we expect an improvement in a
design with more output ports.

Figure 26. Proposed Rotman lens with absorbers in the side walls reflection coefficients.

Comparing Figures 21b,d,f and 24b,d,f, the output phase versus frequency linearity is impressively
improved when the proposed design of the absorbers is used. Thus, the Rotman design with absorbers
provides group delays with smaller variation versus frequency and thus more accurate beamsteering.

3.3. Tree Topology Results

Figure 13 shows the proposed three-layer tree beamforming network. The implementation of each
layer is in stripline technology and the substrate is RT duroid 5870 with εr = 2.33 and tanδ = 0.0012.
The thickness of each board is 0.127 mm and the signal line of each tree network is sandwiched between
two single plated boards, as shown in Figure 27.

Figure 27. Cross section of the multilayer tree beamforming network.
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All the input ports are located at the bottom layer of the network (see detail in Figure 13).
Microstrip to stripline transitions are used for each layer separately. The first tree beamformer is
located at the feeding layer and is designed to excite beam 1, as shown in Figure 13. The second
tree beamformer at the middle of our multi-layer topology steers the beam to the left and is excited
through a via that connects layer 1 with layer 2, as shown in detail in Figure 13. Finally, the third
tree beamformer, at the top of our topology, is responsible for the broadside beam and is excited by
utilizing two cascaded vertical transitions, as shown in detail in Figure 13.

As mentioned above, the power dividers are of high importance in the proposed topology.
Two types of power dividers are incorporated in the network; an equal split Wilkinson power
divider [57] and an unequal split power divider as the one reported in [56]. They are both implemented
using stripline technology. Figure 28a shows the layout of the equal power divider. As shown
in Figure 28b, the reflection coefficient is below 20 dB and the power is equally split through the
desired bandwidth. Regarding the unequal power divider (shown in Figure 14), based on the design
specifications of our tree topology, a 5-dB power division ratio has to be achieved. To achieve this
power division ratio, the divider is designed to have a lower arc of an electrical length of Le

1 = 151.2◦

and an upper arc of Le
2 = 106.21◦, as shown in Figure 29a. In addition, the lines connecting the

50 Ω resistor to the branches of the divider are designed with electrical lengths of Le
3 = 14.85◦ and

Le
4 = 59.95◦, respectively.

(a) (b)

Figure 28. Equal power Wilkinson power divider: (a) layout of the equal power split Wilkinson power
divider; and (b) amplitude response of the equal power split Wilkinson power divider.

Figure 29a shows the amplitude response of the unequal power division power divider. It can be
seen that return loss is kept low for a large bandwidth, whereas the power division ratio limits the
bandwidth of this design. As shown in Figure 29b, the phase difference between the two output ports
of the divider is approximately equal at the center frequency.

In the proposed design (Figure 13), the physical lengths of the transmission lines connecting
the output ports with the unequal power division power dividers on layer 1 are chosen to be 2.36
and 4.05 mm for the left and the right branches, respectively, and they consist of two right angle
curved bends. The lengths of the lines connecting the Wilkinson power divider of the first stage to
the power dividers of the second stage are 6.24 mm for the left and 2.86 mm for the right branch.
In both branches, the arcs attached to the unequal division power divider have a radius of 0.372 mm
and an angle of 130◦. The tree network of layer 2 is a the same as that of layer 1 but mirrored over
the vertical axis. Finally, for the tree network in layer 3, the transmission lines connecting the output
ports with the unequal power division power dividers again consist of two right angle curved bends,
whose combined physical length is 2.36 mm, while the interconnecting lines between the two stages
have a total length of 3.02 mm.
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(a) (b)
Figure 29. Response of the unequal split power divider: (a) amplitudes of the unequal split power
divider output ports; and (b) phase difference between the unequal split power divider output ports.

Figure 30a–f shows the simulated results of the proposed multilayer tree topology. As shown
in Figure 30a, the two middle output ports have similar amplitude responses and are approximately
5 dB higher than the other two ports at the center frequency of 29 GHz. Figure 30b shows the
phase differences between the adjacent ports, which are approximately 90◦ with a minor deviation
of ±3◦ at the center frequency. The second tree exhibits similar behavior. Figure 30c shows its
amplitude responses where the difference of the two middle ports compared to the two outer ports is
approximately 5 dB. The phase differences, similar to the first tree, maintain the required 90◦ between
the adjacent ports with a slight deviation of ±3◦. Lastly, Figure 30e shows the amplitude distribution
for the ports of the third tree topology. As is shown, the amplitudes follow the same trend with cases 1
and 2, while the phase differences, as shown in Figure 30f, are at 0◦ with a minor deviation of ±3◦.
Figure 31 shows the array factor that was calculated using the S-matrix values of our network. It can
be seen that the 19 dB achieved SLL is close to the desired 21 dB. The beam crossover level is at 3 dB
and the beams point to broadside, +30◦, and −30◦ with negligible deviations.

(a) (b)

Figure 30. Cont.
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(c) (d)

(e) (f)
Figure 30. Simulated results of the 3D tree beamformer: (a,c,e) amplitude of the s-parameters for the
bottom top and middle network respectively; and (d,e,f) the phase by the s-parameters for the bottom,
top and middle network, respectively.

Figure 31. Calculated array factor of the tree topology.

4. Discussion

Wireless backhaul in mm-Wave bands that offers high speed, wide bandwidth, and several Gbps
data rates will be a key component of 5G and early 6G communication systems. As discussed
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in the Introduction, depending on the channel properties, different communication systems
(e.g., beamforming and MIMO) can be accordingly utilized to meet the system requirements, offering
the optimal performance. In this work, we develop and show three different beamforming topologies,
each with its own advantages and disadvantages, that can be appropriately used on switched beam
phased arrays as hybrid beamforming stages. These are designed mainly as proofs of concept with
small number of input- and output- ports. Our future work will aim to develop designs that fulfill the
practical needs of 5G systems.

First, a novel semi-circular multilayer Blass matrix is proposed (Figure 8). By appropriately
choosing the paths of the Blass network, we design a true-time-delay beamforming network aiming to
a uniform amplitude distribution. To avoid the high number of crossovers that the typical couplers
introduce at its original configuration (e.g., [28]), a double-layer directional coupler [49], is utilized,
showing excellent performance throughout the desired band of operation. Notably, a size reduction is
achieved compared to a regular Blass design (Figure 3). As shown in Section 3, both the amplitudes and
the group delays observed at the output ports are fairly constant for the entire desired frequency band.
This response offers an acceptable array factor radiation pattern with a side lobe of at most −10 dB
fulfilling the purpose of the current work. For our second true-time-delay beamforming network,
a 3× 3 Rotman lens design is utilized with four dummy ports. To improve the typical poor performance
of Rotman lenses with a small number of dummy ports, an innovative technique of field absorbers
at the position of its dummy ports is introduced. Specifically, the dielectric substrate that surrounds
the area of the dummy ports is doped with a conductive material. By engineering the substrate in
this fashion, the dielectric constant remains the same, but its loss tangent increases approximately
10 times, which eliminates in turn the reflections that deteriorate the lens’ performance. Following
this design approach, we were able to build a pivotal implementation of a Rotman lens with only four
dummy ports, a number that is significantly smaller compared to the typical number of dummy ports
used in related works found in the literature [46]. As our last true-time-delay beamforming network,
a multi-layer tree topology is introduced for the first time herein (Figure 13). The primary advantage of
this topology is the extremely small number of delay lines used along with the corresponding power
dividers. Aiming at a Chebyshev amplitude distribution at the excited elements, power dividers
of unequal power division are utilized as a proof of concept. As shown in our results for all three
beams, there is only a slight phase deviation of ±3◦ at the center frequency, while the amplitude
responses of the outer ports do not deviate more than ±0.2 dB in respect to the amplitude responses
of the center ports, thereby producing a radiation pattern of 19 dB SLL. Notably, even though the
tree network is inherently ultra- wideband, since its transmission lines are true time delay elements,
the unequal power dividers we use in the proposed design are narrowband. Specifically, the unequal
power dividers are limited to operate in a narrow frequency band around the center frequency of
29 GHz thereby making the response of the proposed tree network narrowband as well. However,
this is not a big concern, as the specific power divider is only used as a proof of concept and it can be
replaced by ultra-wideband unequal power dividers published in the literature (e.g., [58]).

5. Conclusions

Millimeter wave communications have become one of the most promising candidates for
the future wireless networks. In this paper, we address the needs of 5G and early 6G wireless
communication systems and we explain why hybrid beamforming networks have to be used to address
the challenges of these networks and the corresponding channel environments. Specifically, we mention
that millimeter wave beamformers are appropriate for switched beam phased arrays as hybrid
beamforming stages. Three different true-time-delay analog beamforming networks are developed:
a multi-layer Blass matrix, a Rotman lens, and a multi-layer tree topology. For each beamforming
network, we develop separately its design methodology as well as analyze its electromagnetic
performance, thereby showing their suitability for future communication systems.
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