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Abstract: In this study, a common cruciform structure in ship hulls was designed and experimented
with in order to analyze its deformation characteristics under planar collision and quasi-static loading.
The mechanical parameters of the materials were determined by performing tensile tests on the
plates used in the specimens. The applicability of the EPS, BWH, and RTCL failure criteria in the
simulation of compressive structures was investigated by finite element simulation of quasi-static
tests and falling weight impact tests. The effects of mesh size on the deformation and impact force
of the cruciform structure under plane loading were comparatively analyzed. The results show
that under plane loading, the cruciform structure undergoes axial compression deformation first,
followed by buckling and wrinkling deformation. Compared with the quasi-static test, the drop
hammer impact test showed higher deformation concentration and smaller wrinkle height. Under
the same axial deformation condition, the structural resistance of the drop hammer impact test was
about 13% higher than that of the quasi-static test. It is worth noting that the RTCL failure criterion
is effective in modeling the failure of compressive structures in simulations with structures with
different compressive deformations.

Keywords: cruciform structure; model experiment; numerical simulation; ship collision and
grounding; ductile failure criteria

1. Introduction

The hull structural damage caused by collision and grounding accidents varies de-
pending on the situation. Minor collision accidents usually only result in slight plastic
deformation of the structure, which can be restored through repairs. However, severe
accidents can cause extensive structural damage, resulting in cabin leakage, oil spills, and
even causing the vessel to break due to insufficient remaining strength, leading to major
disasters. According to statistics from the ITOPF organization on the causes of large oil
spills from 1970 to 2022, 62% of accidents were caused by ship collisions and groundings [1].
In recent decades, to investigate the structural resistance of ships, many scholars have
studied the structural response in collision and grounding accidents, using methods such
as model testing, nonlinear finite element analysis, simplified analytical methods, and
empirical formulae. They have investigated the response and damage modes of typical
structures in ship structures subjected to impact loading, which has significant implications
for ship structure design.

Experimental methods are the most reliable means to evaluate the resistance and
collision response of ship structures. However, due to their high cost in terms of time
and manpower, the practical operation of experimental methods is difficult. Simplified
analytical methods are used for the preliminary design of structure collision prevention.

Stiffened plates are the most common structures in ship structures, and assessing their
resistance performance is particularly important for the design of ship structures. Due to
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the demanding experimental methods that are time-consuming and labor-intensive, many
scholars have verified other research methods through impact tests on stiffened plates.
Cho and Lee [2] conducted collision tests on stiffened plates and proposed a simplified
analytical method to predict the extent of damage to stiffened plates under in-plane loads.
Liu K and Liu B [3,4], Yang L and Wang D [5], Alsos and Amdahl [6,7], and others have
compared the influence of key parameters of material settings, including dynamic behav-
iors of materials and different failure models, on simulation results through experiments,
optimizing numerical simulation methods and making simulation results more credible.
Zhang M [8] conducted experimental and numerical simulation studies on a scaled ship
side-shell quasi-statically punched at the mid-span by a raked bow indenter to investigate
its damage characteristics from deformation to a large opening. For strong supporting
structures commonly found in double-layer hull structures, such as the web girder and
other supporting structures, Wang G [9], Zhang M [10], and Villavicencio R [11] proposed
simplified analytical methods. The cruciform structure is widely used in ship structures as
an energy absorption structure. Chen B [12] investigated the structural response of a double-
hull structure under in-plane loading by changing the size of the indenter. Urban [13]
conducted axial compression tests on aluminum L-shaped and cruciform structures and
obtained types of damage modes. The supporting structure mainly produced relatively
uniform wrinkling deformation, while the cruciform structure suffered damage at the axial
weld seam. Zhou [14] investigated the energy absorption capacity of a similar cruciform
structure by changing the axial weld seam under planer load. Haris S and Amdahl J [15,16]
derived the resistance calculation formula for cruciform structures under overall compres-
sion and studied the buckling deformation process of the cruciform structures under planar
loads. The proposed analytical method is used to estimate the energy absorbed by the
structure in collision and grounding accidents. Hayduk and Wierzbicki [17] studied the
deformation of cruciform structures, T-shaped structures, and L-shaped structures under
planar loads and derived analytical calculation formulae for average resistance. Yang
and Caldwell [18] conducted experimental research on the energy absorption and average
compressive strength of cruciform structures and T-shaped structures under compression.
Wang G [9] studied the variation of structural resistance of the cruciform structure under
axial load in the longitudinal direction. The deformation of the cruciform structure differs
when there are constraints around it compared to when it is alone. When the loading
surface is large, the load-bearing condition of the cruciform structure is the same as that of
the structure analyzed by Urban and Zhou [13,14]. When the loading surface is small, i.e.,
when the ship is subjected to minor structural impacts or grounded on small reefs, the outer
side of the cruciform structure is not free and can be regarded as bearing local loads, as
shown in Figure 1. The aforementioned studies conducted tests on designed structures un-
der quasi-static or impact loads. Quasi-static tests are more suitable for accidents involving
static compression and low-speed collisions, while collision tests can study the response of
structures in high-speed collision scenarios. The impact of dynamic effects on structural
response has been relatively less studied in experiments. This article will compare the
structural response of a cross-shaped structure under two types of loads, quasi-static and
impact, to investigate their differences.

In recent years, with the rapid development of computer performance, the finite
element method has been widely used to simulate the structural response in ship collision
and grounding scenarios. One of the most vital issues in the ship collision finite element
analysis is the prediction of structural damage, including the location and damage size
of the structure, which will have essential effects on the subsequent overall structural
deformation mode and energy dissipation. The widely used failure criteria include the EPS
failure criterion, BWH failure criterion, RTCL failure criterion, and so on. The EPS failure
criterion has been widely applied because of its simplicity and convenience. However, due
to the existence of strain gradients, the definition of failure strain is related to the element
size [19–24]. References show that different failure strains correspond to different element
sizes by comparing simulation curves with real experimental curves obtained by material
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tensile tests. Therefore, using the failure strain corresponding to the model mesh size
can reduce the large deviations between simulation results and test data effectively. The
BWH failure criterion proposed by Alsos [6] uses the necking of the element to determine
its failure. Storheim et al. [25,26] improved the BWH failure criterion by considering
the subsequent strength of the material after necking. Yang L [5] proposed the m-BWH
failure criterion and validated its accuracy at high strain rates through various plane stress
tests. Alsos and Amdahl [6] studied the mesh sensitivity of the BWH and RTCL failure
criteria in the FEA of quasi-static penetration experiments on stiffened plates. Compared
with the BWH failure criterion, the RTCL failure criterion is more sensitive to mesh size.
Marinatos and Samuelides [27] obtained the same rule as Alsos [6] through finite element
simulation of ship structures. In recent years, many scholars have also carried out research
on new failure criteria, and these failure criteria are usually proposed by combining various
classical failure criteria to bypass the inadequacy of a single failure criterion. Lu et al. [28,29]
developed the MSSRT failure criterion and simulated the generation and extension of cracks
in the structure in the test of a double-hulled hull. Costas [30] proposed the large-size shell
unit regularization model for damage and validated it.
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Figure 1. Collision and grounding scenario of the ship.

This paper investigates the structural response of the commonly found cruciform
structure in typical double-hull ship structures under local quasi-static and impact loads.
Tensile tests of materials were carried out to obtain the stress–strain relationship, and
the corresponding finite element simulations were conducted to obtain the relationship
between the mesh size and failure strain. The applicability of three failure criteria, EPS,
BWH, and RTCL, was compared in the simulation of this type of compression structure,
and the influence of mesh sizes on the deformation mode and structural resistance of the
cruciform structure was studied. Additionally, the paper discusses the influence of friction
coefficients and collision positions on the structural response.

2. Experiments of the Cruciform Structure
2.1. Specimen

To investigate the dynamic and quasi-static responses of a cruciform structure sub-
jected to in-plane loads, reduced-scale test specimens were designed and manufactured.
This structure is a simplified version of the typical double-hull structure, as shown in
Figure 2. The cruciform structure comprises four 4 mm thick steel plates welded together.
A front panel is also welded onto the cruciform structure, similar to the hull shell. Addition-
ally, four support plates with lightning holes are welded around the cruciform structure,
forming a frame that is in contact with the front panel. To prevent the frame from collapsing
when subjected to in-plane loads, four 10# U-bars are welded around the top of the frame,
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with the sides of the square front panel welded onto the sides of the U-bars. The plate
thicknesses of the main portion of the specimen are shown in Figure 3. The entire specimen
is constructed from mild steel, and silver-gray paint is sprayed on it. Finally, a grid with a
length of 20 mm is drawn on both the cruciform structure and front panel to observe the
extent of deformation and degree of damage.
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2.2. Quasi-Static Indentation Test Set-Up

The tests were conducted at the Mechanics Lab at Jiangsu University of Science and
Technology. The experiment utilized an electro-hydraulic servo universal testing machine
(YNS1000), as depicted in Figure 4a, which is capable of imposing a 1000 kN load on
the specimen being tested, with a maximum stroke of 100 mm of the indenter. A force
transducer was installed at the end of the indenter to measure the applied force, while
the dimensions of the indenter are displayed in Figure 4b. The indenter’s contact point
with the specimen is hemispherical, and it is composed of GCr15 material, which has high
hardness. The testing system connected to the machine can record the displacement of the
indenter and the contact force.

To begin the test, the specimen is positioned on the test bed and the center of the grid
on the front panel is aligned with the axis of the indenter. The indenter is lowered using the
testing machine and the displacement and load data are set to zero once the indenter makes
contact with the front panel. Then, the indenter is moved downward at a constant speed of
10 mm/min while acquiring displacement and force data at a frequency of 20 Hz. The load
profile was monitored in real time during the test. Due to the height of the specimen, the
effective downward distance of the indenter is 65 mm, and the test is stopped when the
displacement of the hammer head reaches the lowest limit.
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2.3. Falling Weight Impact Test

As shown in Figure 5a, the Falling Weight Impact Tester can be utilized to conduct
impact tests and acquire the dynamic response and deformation characteristics of the
cruciform structure. The indenter has a maximum lifting height of 3.7 m, enabling a
maximum impact speed of 8.5 m/s, which can simulate most ship collision scenarios. The
falling weight has a maximum mass of 1.35 tons and a designed maximum gravitational
potential energy of 50 kilojoules. The acceleration sensor in Figure 5b is fixed on the main
body of the falling weight to measure acceleration data, while a laser rangefinder is placed
directly above the measuring point to record the displacement of the indenter during the
experiment. A hemispherical indenter with the same size as used in the quasi-static test is
utilized to compare the deformation of the cruciform structure under the two scenarios.
The indenter is lifted to 0.5 m and 3 m, and the impact velocities are 3.13 m/s and 7.67 m/s,
respectively. The mass of the falling weight is a maximum value of 1.35 tons. Both sensors
in the test system start recording at the same time before the falling weight is released, with
an acquisition frequency of 20 kHz.
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2.4. Experimental Results and Comparison
2.4.1. Quasi-Static Test Results

The deformation of the front panel and cruciform structure is displayed in Figure 6a.
The peeled paint on the front panel reveals that the contact area between the indenter and
the front panel forms a circle with a diameter of 10 cm. The significant deformation is
concentrated in the circular area at the center of the indenter with a diameter of 20 cm. The
front panel exhibits four cracks, with lengths of 40 mm, 45 mm, 43 mm, and 54 mm, all
originating from the edge of the weld.
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Figure 6b shows the deformation process of the cruciform structure in the quasi-static
test with indenter displacements of 10 mm, 20 mm, 30 mm, 45 mm, and 65 mm. It can
be observed that as the indenter gradually presses down, the cruciform structure starts to
bend at the joint of the weld with the front panel. At a distance of about 5 cm from the
front panel, the cruciform structure bulges perpendicular to the web girder, and part of
this pleat will produce membrane tensile deformation. With the increase in the indenter
displacement, the fold on the web girder gradually forms. When the first fold is formed,
the length of the fold is about 18 cm, and a crack is produced at the middle connection of
the cruciform structure. The deformation direction of the two web girders is the same.

Figure 7 shows the force–indentation relationship in the test. The curve can be divided
into three stages according to the sudden change in slope. The initial stage before point “A”
is characterized by a rapid rise in reaction force, indicating an increase in the contact area
and deformation degree. The sudden decrease in the curve slope at point A indicates the
onset of buckling in the cruciform structure. There are two main reasons for the smooth
increase in structural resistance in the “II” stage between points A and B in Figure 7. One
of them is the increase in the contact area between the hammer head and the specimen
and the increase in the deformed structure, which leads to the increase in the structural
resistance, and on the other hand, it is due to the membrane tensile deformation of both
the upper panel and the cross structure and the gradual increase in the component of the
structural resistance along the direction of the load. At point B of the curve, the structural
resistance begins to decrease because the front panel of the structure is torn, and the
structural resistance gradually decreases with the increase in the crack. The “III” stage of
the curve shows a wavy decrease, which is consistent with the characteristics of the gradual
tearing of the plate structure.
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2.4.2. Falling Weight Impact Test Results

Figure 8 illustrates the deformation of the front panel and cruciform structure under
two test conditions. It is evident from the figure that both test specimens experienced
significant plastic deformation under the impact of the indenter, which caused severe paint
peeling on the structure. In the 0.5 m drop test, the paint wear was concentrated in the
contact area between the indenter and the specimen, and the cruciform structure showed
obvious folding deformation. The length of the fold in the long side direction of the web
girder was four grids, with a length of approximately 80 mm and a height of approximately
30 mm in the axial direction. The structure did not tear. In the 3.0 m drop test, a circular
large deformation area was formed on the front panel because the entire indenter had fallen
into it. Four cracks were produced along the direction of the web beam, and the length of
a single crack was about 120 mm, as per the grid drawn on the front panel. The square
front panel was divided into four right-angled triangle areas by the cruciform structure,
and the deformation results showed that the triangle produced a fold parallel to the long
side. This occurred because the web girder strongly supported the front panel in the axis
direction, resulting in a straight fold in the triangle area. The four folds formed a concave
deformation in a square area, as shown in the red box in Figure 8. From the damage and
deformation of the cruciform structure, it was evident that the web girder forming the
cruciform structure had a bulge in the normal direction, and the middle connecting part of
the cruciform structure was also torn.

Figure 9 shows the force–indentation curve recorded in both test conditions. The
load rose rapidly at the initial stage of the collision, primarily due to compression defor-
mation along the central axis direction since the cruciform structure had not buckled yet.
As the indenter moved downward, the cruciform structure buckled and produced fold
deformation, causing the structural resistance fluctuation to rise until the rebound of the
indenter. In both cases, the load at point A in the curve decreased significantly when the
cruciform structure buckled, producing a large degree of fold deformation, and the contact
force fluctuated. Since the structure did not tear when the indenter fell from a height of
0.5 m, the load fluctuation rose, and substantial unloading did not occur, decreasing to
0 after the indenter rebounded. However, when the indenter fell from a height of 3 m, the
front panel of the specimen and the junction of the web girders had multiple tears, and the
force–indentation curve exhibited more loading and unloading at the rear end.
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Figure 8. Deformation and damage of the specimen after impact, (a) 0.5 m falling impact condition,
(b) 3 m falling impact condition.
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2.4.3. Comparison of Quasi-Static Test and Dynamic Test

The comparison between Figures 6 and 8 shows that the cruciform structure first
undergoes axial compression deformation upon impact. As shown in Figure 10, all three
test conditions show a rapid increase in load at this stage. Subsequently, the cruciform
structure buckles, producing wrinkling deformation, and the rate of increase in the impact
load curve is significantly reduced. The first collision peak value is relatively high in the
3 m falling condition, primarily due to the structural inertia, resulting in a delayed buckling
of the cruciform structure. During the initial stage of collision, when the displacement
of the indenter is small, the fold deformation range is also small. In dynamic collision
scenarios, the length of the cruciform structure fold deformation area along the web girder’s
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direction is smaller than in quasi-static conditions. As the indenter descends, the degree of
fold deformation increases, and the length along the direction of the web girder gradually
increases as well. The height of the fold in the axial direction at the initial stage of collision
is similar to that after the fold is flattened. Once the indenter moves to a certain extent, the
front panel of the specimen tears, and the panel’s failure to support the cruciform structure
results in tear deformation in the direction of the cruciform structure axis. In the falling
weight impact test, the load curve exhibits clear dynamic fluctuation.
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3. Failure Criteria

With the development of computer performance, the finite element method has be-
come an important tool for assessing the safety of engineering structures. The failure
criterion is a judgment method for assessing whether a unit produces damage in finite ele-
ment calculations. For the damage to the structure during collision stranding, the selection
of an appropriate failure criterion is a key factor to ensure that the numerical simulation
results are reasonable and accurate. The following failure criteria are commonly used in
this field:

3.1. EPS Criterion

The EPS failure criterion posits that material failure occurs when the critical value
of equivalent plastic strain is reached. Due to its simple definition, this failure criterion
was commonly adopted in numerical simulations for ship collision scenarios in the early
stage [31].

ε f = εcr (1)

3.2. BWH Criterion

The BWH failure criterion was proposed by Alsos and Amdahl [6]. This failure
criterion integrates the theoretical necking instability model of Hill [32] and the shear
stress criteria of Bressan Williams [33] and transforms them into stress space. When a
plate-like structure undergoes significant plastic deformation, local necking will occur at
the location where failure is imminent before the plate is damaged. The BWH criterion can
be represented as follows:
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According to Hill’s criteria, the critical strain
_
ε 1 may be equivalent to the power law

coefficient n. The strain ratio β can be expressed as
.
ε2/

.
ε1 = ε2/ε1 during the calcula-

tion, where the parameters K and n are the hardening coefficient and hardening index,
respectively, of the power-law material model σ = Kεn.

3.3. RTCL Criterion

The RTCL failure criterion is a failure criterion for ductile metals based on the equiva-
lent plastic strain damage assessment, taking into account the complete stress triaxiality,
proposed by Tornqvist [19], combining the Rice-Tracey criterion [34] and Cockcroft-Latham
criterion [35]. It can be expressed as:

f (T) =


0 T ≤ −1/3

2 1+T
√

12−27T2

3T+
√

12−27T2 −1/3 ≤ T ≤ 1/3
1

1.65 exp(3/2T) T ≥ 1/3

(3)

DRTCL =
1

εcr

∫
f (T)dε (4)

The parameter DRTCL represents the cumulative damage of the element, and when
the cumulative damage reaches 1, the element reaches the failure condition and undergoes
damage. The parameter εcr represents the failure strain, which usually exhibits mesh
sensitivity. The parameter T denotes the stress triaxiality, whose value is hydrostatic stress
divided by the equivalent stress and is dimensionless.

4. Numerical Simulation Setup
4.1. True Stress–Strain Relationship

Before the experiment, the mechanical properties of the low-carbon steel material
were obtained through quasi-static tensile tests. The uniaxial tensile test specimen was
designed and manufactured following standards [36], and its dimensions are illustrated in
Figure 11. The CMT5305 universal testing machine (MTS, Shanghai, China) was employed
for the experiment. One end of the specimen was fixed while the other end was pulled
at a constant speed of 1 mm/min until a fracture occurred. The data acquisition system
integrated into the testing machine was used to measure the tensile force and displacement.
An extensometer was attached to the parallel section to determine the elastic modulus and
the engineering stress–strain curve of the material. To reduce experimental errors, the tests
were carried out three times. The material’s relevant parameters are presented in Table 1.

Table 1. Mechanical properties of the steel.

Parameter Unit Value

Density kg/m3 7850
Elastic modulus GPa 213
Poisson’s ratio - 0.3

Yield stress MPa 221
Ultimate tensile stress MPa 353

Fracture strain - 0.35
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The mechanical properties of the steel used in the finite element model were deter-
mined through the quasi-static tensile test. Engineering and true stress–strain curves of
the front panel and cruciform structure were obtained through uniaxial tensile tests, which
are shown in Figures 12 and 13. The true stress–strain curve was divided into two parts.
Before the onset of necking, true stress σt and true strain εt are expressed by engineering
stress σe and engineering strain εe.

σt = σe(1 + εe) (5)

εt = ln(1 + εe) (6)

True stress–strain curves beyond necking can be represented by the following formula.

σt = Cεn
t (7)

where
n = ln(1 + Ag) (8)

and
C = Rm(e/n)n (9)

Rm is ultimate stress and e is the natural logarithmic constant. The proper Ag can be
approximately obtained by the following formula [37].

Ag =
1

0.24 + 0.01395Rm
(10)

Part I and Part II in Figure 13 are simply connected by a straight line, i.e., part “C” of
the figure. This “combined material” was first proposed by Villavicencio R and Soares C
G [37] to predict the true stress–strain relation beyond the necking of the test piece. where
I is the true stress−strain curve portion and segment II is the power function portion of
Equation (7).
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4.2. Element Size Sensitivity

Data from tensile testing and other material properties are found in Table 2. Due to
the local necking of the material during uniaxial stretching, the failure strain measured
by the extensometer is not accurate and cannot be directly defined in the finite element.
Therefore, finite element simulation of the uniaxial tensile test was conducted, with one
end of the specimen fixed and the other end stretched at a constant rate of 100 times the
loading speed of the testing machine [3,11,38], that is, the loading rate was 100 mm/min.
The parallel section of the specimen was divided into meshes of 4 mm, 6 mm, 8 mm, and
10 mm, and the obtained force–displacement curves were compared with the test results.
By calculation, the failure strain corresponding to different mesh sizes was obtained when
the force–indentation curve of the test and simulation corresponded to the same tensile
displacement at fracture, as shown in Table 2.
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Table 2. Finite element models of different mesh densities.

Mesh Size/mm Finite Element Model Failure Criteria

Model 1 10 × 10
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4.3. Definition of Failure Criteria

To compare the applicability of EPS, BWH, and RTCL failure criteria in the correspond-
ing finite element simulations of the structural test, simulations were conducted using three
failure criteria. Assuming that the mesh size of each key position element is the same as the
overall mesh size, the difference between the set mesh size and the defined failure strain
values for each material is ignored. For example, when the mesh size is set to 4 mm, the
defined failure strain value for the material is 0.382. The plastic behavior of the material is
the combined material relationship curve in Figure 13.

For the EPS and RTCL failure criteria, the defined failure strain values correspond to
their mesh sizes, as shown in Table 2. For the BWH failure criterion, the true stress–strain
curve is fitted to a power function curve to obtain the BWH failure criterion parameters
corresponding to the material. The parameters K and n in Formula (2) are 572 × 106 and
0.1845, respectively.

4.4. Parameter Settings of Finite Element Model

The computations were performed using the FEM software ABAQUS, which is suitable
for nonlinear explicit dynamic simulations with large deformations. The geometry of the
specimen, as shown in Figure 14, was established in ABAQUS, with the wings and waist
of the channel steel being equivalent to 8.5 mm and 5.3 mm thick, respectively. The test
pieces were modeled using quadrilateral shell elements with reduced integration and
large-strain formulation. As the indenter was solid and had high hardness, it was set as a
rigid body. When simulating small-scale structural elements, it was necessary to consider
the weld joints. This was because weld joints not only increased the thickness of the plate
but also smoothed the transverse transition between the web girder and the front panel,
thereby increasing the strength of the structure. Studies by Nassiraei, H. [39,40] have
shown that reinforcement at structural joints can increase the load-carrying capacity of the
structure to a greater extent, and welds are also a form of reinforcement at structural joint
locations. The presence of weld joints was accounted for in the simulations by increasing
the thicknesses of the front panel and cruciform structure at their intersection, as described
in references [11,37]. After measuring the width of the weld joint to be between 5 mm
and 7 mm, a width of 6 mm was used in Figure 14, with the thickness of the welding
foot being equivalent to the plate on both sides. After trial calculations, a weld joint was
set to increase the thickness of the welding element on both sides by 1 mm, resulting in
relatively ideal simulation results. As shown in Figure 14, the weld elements on the axis of
the cruciform structure were increased by 2 mm, and the weld elements at the intersection
of the cruciform structure and the front panel were increased by 1 mm. The mesh size of the
indenter in the finite element model was 4 mm, and the mesh sizes of the test pieces were
4 mm, 6 mm, 8 mm, and 10 mm, respectively, for comparing the structural responses using
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three failure criteria. Figure 15 shows the finite element model with a mesh size of 4 mm.
In the finite element model corresponding to the quasi-static test, the moving speed of the
indenter was set to 80 mm/s to save simulation time, and the calculation time was set to 1 s
to cover the displacement of the indenter in the test. In the simulation of dynamic impact
testing, the degrees of freedom other than the Y-direction movement of the indenter were
constrained according to the actual test conditions. The corresponding initial velocities of
the indenter were 3.13 m/s and 7.67 m/s, and the dynamic response of the indenter from
contact with the specimen to leaving it was calculated. The material parameters used in
the quasi-static test and the falling weight impact test are shown in Table 1 and Figure 13.
Due to the limitation of conditions, the related material strain rate sensitivity test was not
carried out. Considering that the Cowper-Symonds parameter, which is commonly used in
the material strain rate sensitivity constitutive model, will increase the post-yield stress of
the material, the strain rate of 100 s−1 in the finite element simulation has a great influence
on the Q235 material. In reality, the effect of strain rate on the post-yield stress is small [41],
so the strain rate sensitivity of the material is not considered here.
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5. FE Results and Discussion

The displacement cloud maps of the front panel and the cruciform structure for the
quasi-static test were generated using the BWH, EPS, and RTCL failure criteria, as well as
four mesh sizes in finite element analysis, shown in Figure 16. The cloud maps used the
same scale to compare the degree and range of structural deformation. The corresponding
force–indentation curves are shown in Figure 17.
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By combining the force–indentation curves in Figure 17 and the deformation cloud
maps in Figure 16, it can be seen that when using the BWH failure criterion, the structure
did not fail. For a mesh size of 4 mm, the concave range of the front panel was small.
From the deformation of the cruciform structure, it can be seen that the height of the
wrinkles in the axial direction of the cruciform structure was relatively small when using a
small mesh size. In a smaller mesh size, the cruciform structure had one more group of
wrinkle deformations compared to the larger mesh size. From the force–indentation curve
in Figure 17, it can be seen that during the stable deformation of the wrinkles, the larger
the height of the wrinkles, the greater the deformation range of the cruciform structure
and the faster the force–indentation curve rises. Based on the initial peak value in the
force–indentation curve and the structural deformation in Figure 16, it can be seen that the
initial buckling load of the cruciform structure was approximately the same, and the initial
height of the wrinkles was also similar.

As shown in Figure 17, when using the EPS and RTCL failure criteria, both the
front panel and the cruciform structure failed. When using the EPS failure criterion, the
cruciform structure below the hammer head buckled. As the displacement of the hammer
head increased, the strain of the lower element gradually increased. When the failure
strain was reached, the element was deleted, and the load quickly dropped. When the
front panel made contact with the undamaged elements again, the load continued to rise.
From the changes in the force–indentation curve in the later stage, it can be seen that using
a smaller element size resulted in less curve fluctuation, the more frequent appearance
of wave peaks, and relatively smaller wave peaks. Notably, when the element size was
10 mm, the deformation of the cruciform structure along the axial direction was mainly
concentrated on the element directly below the hammer head, and the element was deleted
rapidly, causing the load to drop quickly before the cruciform structure buckled. When
using the RTCL failure criterion, the center of the cruciform structure mainly undergoes
compression deformation, and at this position, the element does not accumulate damage
and will not fail. However, the connection between the front panel and cruciform structure
undergoes bi-directional tensile deformation due to the presence of a weld joint and section
change, resulting in stress concentration and damage accumulation. As a result, when
using the RTCL failure criterion, the simulation results show four tears that are consistent
with the experiment. Compared with the BWH and EPS failure criteria, the RTCL failure
criterion is more suitable for simulating the failure of this structure.

The deformation maps of the structure with three failure criteria and four mesh
sizes are shown in Figure 18 when the height of the hammer drop was 0.5 m. From the
deformation cloud maps of the front panel, it can be seen that when using the EPS failure
criterion with a mesh size of 10 mm, the concave deformation of the panel is relatively large,
and a layer of elements on the upper end of the corresponding cruciform structure fails
and is deleted. From the force–indentation curves in Figure 19, it can be seen that when
using the EPS failure criterion with a mesh size of 10 mm, the shell element directly below
the welded element at the upper end of the cruciform structure fails before the cruciform
structure buckles, resulting in a rapid decrease in the load curve. As the mesh size increases,
the height of the wrinkles formed on the cruciform structure increases to a certain extent.
The force–indentation curves for the other computational cases are similar and show the
opposite pattern to that of the quasi-static tests, i.e., as the mesh size increases, the height
of the wrinkles along the axial direction of the cruciform structure increases, the number of
structures involved in deformation absorption increases, and the maximum displacement
and residual deformation of the indenter are relatively small.
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Figure 20 shows the structural deformation diagrams using three failure criteria and
four grid sizes when the indenter falls from a height of 3 m. From the deformation cloud
diagram of the front panel, it can be seen that when using the BWH failure criterion, there
will be some damage to the panel at the 4 mm and 6 mm grid sizes, but there is no obvious
damage to the cruciform structure. When using the EPS failure criterion, both the top panel
and the cruciform structure suffered significant damage. The top panel showed tearing at
the outer edge of the indenter, and since the indenter penetrated the top panel completely
in this condition, the degree of deformation of the top panel was similar. The cruciform
structure axis and the connection between the cruciform structure and the front panel both
suffered obvious tearing damage. When using the RTCL failure criterion, the tearing form
of the front panel was most similar to the test results, with four obvious cracks forming at
the connection between the cruciform structure and the panel. The cruciform structure axis
suffered obvious damage under all four grid sizes. Comparing the force–indentation curves
using the three failure criteria, it can be seen that the BWH failure criterion caused relatively
little damage to the structure, resulting in a smaller ultimate penetration depth than the
test results. When using the EPS failure criterion, due to the deletion of many elements
under the indenter and around the indenter, the structure that absorbed impact energy
was reduced, resulting in an ultimate penetration depth far greater than the test results.
The RTCL failure criterion accurately simulated the failure of the specimen, reproducing
the characteristics of the top panel failure and the cruciform structure not failing under
compression. The various curves in Figure 21 indicate that the use of the BWH failure
criterion in this structure cannot effectively predict the failure of the structure, resulting
in a smaller maximum penetration depth. The use of the EPS failure criterion incorrectly
judged the compressive failure of the ductile metal, resulting in poor simulated impact
resistance performance of the structure. The use of the RTCL failure criterion, due to the
influence of grid size on the deformation characteristics of the structure, resulted in some
differences in ultimate penetration depth and residual deformation, but the simulation
results were closest to the test results compared to the other two failure criteria.
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5.1. Effect of Failure Criteria on FE Results

The BWH failure criterion determines the failure of a unit using the necking of the
material. It is more difficult to obtain the damage state of a structure accurately in calcu-
lation conditions where the structure is complex, the stress state varies greatly, and the
stress gradient varies widely. In cases where the stress state is more homogeneous, such as
when the structure has a large area in the bi-directional tensile state, the tearing of a ductile
metal structure after necking can be predicted more accurately. The EPS failure criterion
and the RTCL failure criterion determine the failure of a cell by the cumulative damage
to the cell, where the EPS failure criterion defines that the cell fails when the equivalent
plastic strain accumulates to the failure strain and the RTCL failure criterion introduces
the stress triaxiality to consider the stress state of the cell. The stress state influences the
cumulative damage value resulting from the plastic strain.
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By comparing the structural deformation and displacement–load curves in Figures 16–21,
it is seen that the RTCL failure criterion can better predict the damage of this cross structure
under in-plane ramming loads, and the simulation results are closer to the experimental
results. Due to the complex and variable stress state of the structure, it is difficult for the BWH
failure criterion to determine the failure of the unit by necking down, while the EPS failure
criterion produces a large compressive deformation directly below the indenter when the
cruciform structure is axially compressed, resulting in a large local strain. The EPS failure
criterion determines the failure of the unit early, resulting in the premature removal of the
cruciform structure unit directly below the indenter, which in turn affects the deformation of
the overall structure and results in a lower impact resistance than is the case.

5.2. Effect of Mesh Size on FE Results

Using different mesh sizes in this structure will lead to different deformation modes
of the cruciform structure, and the corresponding collision load will also vary. When the
mesh size is larger, the height of the wrinkles generated in the cruciform structure will
be relatively large. After the cruciform structure buckles, the range of stable membrane
tension deformation of the cruciform structure is relatively large, leading to a faster rate
of load increase. Comparing the force–indentation curves in the simulation results under
different test conditions, the yield limit of the cruciform structure shows a slight increase
with the increase in mesh size.

5.3. Comparison of the Dynamic and Static Response of the Structure

By comparing the load–displacement curves in Figures 17, 19 and 21, it can be observed
that in quasi-static conditions, the initial peak load is around 400 kN, while in the 1.5 m drop
condition, the initial peak load is around 440 kN, and in the 3 m drop condition, the initial
peak load is around 490 kN. When the structure undergoes failure in the 3 m drop condition,
the impact load is approximately 13% higher compared to the quasi-static condition. This
indicates that in high-speed collision scenarios, both the ultimate buckling load and average
impact force of the structure are higher than those in quasi-static collision scenarios.

6. Analysis of the Effect of Friction Coefficient and Indenter Offset

In actual ship accidents, there are many uncertainties in environmental factors such as
boundary and load conditions, and it is impossible to include all scenarios in experiments.
In this section, the influence of the friction coefficient and collision position between two
structures on the structural response will be compared and discussed.

6.1. Effect of Coefficient of Friction

By changing the friction coefficient between the indenter and the specimen from 0.1 to
0.4, the influence of the friction coefficient parameter on the structural response is compared
in the same quasi-static accident scenario with the same impact energy collision scenario.
The corresponding quasi-static test and 3.0 m falling impact test were performed, the
failure criterion used was the RTCL failure criterion, and the mesh size used was 10 mm to
minimize the computation time.

As shown in Figure 22, when the friction coefficient is taken as 0.3 as the benchmark,
the crack size of the structure increases significantly when the friction coefficient is small in
the quasi-static scenario. This is particularly evident when the friction coefficient is 0.1, 0.15,
0.2, and 0.25, which is greater than other friction coefficient calculation conditions. This is
because the finite element mesh has a certain size and cannot represent continuous cracks.
Moreover, within the range of the friction coefficient variation, the change in structural
energy dissipation is within 5% of the benchmark condition. Therefore, it is determined
that under the same impact depth, the size of the structure crack decreases slightly with
the increase in the friction coefficient. On the contrary, the overall energy dissipation of the
structure shows a slight increase, as the presence of friction results in a stronger constraint
on the deformation of the structure, resulting in more energy absorption. As shown in
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Figure 23. The difference in the maximum energy dissipated by the structure for the same
impact energy is small, within 5% of the baseline value. However, the impact depth of the
indenter shows a significant decrease with the increase in the friction coefficient, mainly
because the decrease in the friction coefficient results in less constraint on the deformation
of the structure, and the deformation area is relatively concentrated, resulting in greater
damage to the structure.
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6.2. Effect of Indenter Offset

In addition, as it is well known, changing the collision center position has a significant
impact on the structural response and energy absorption. As shown in Figure 24, the
indenter is moved in the direction of the rib plate and at a 45-degree angle with the rib
plate, with a movement distance from 10 mm to 50 mm. The calculation conditions are the
corresponding quasi-static test and the 3.0 m falling impact test, using the RTCL failure
criterion, a mesh size of 10 mm, and a friction coefficient of 0.3.
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Figure 24. Schematic diagram of indenter deviation direction.

Figure 25 shows the structural response data under quasi-static and impact scenarios
when the indenter impact position deviates. From the quasi-static scenario, it can be seen
that under the same impact depth conditions, the higher the degree of deviation along the
rib direction, the less energy absorbed by the structure. This is due to the reduction in the
number of structures directly below the indenter, and the fracture size shows a significant
increase when the indenter deviates the most from the axis of the cruciform structure.
When the indenter deviates at a 45-degree angle with the rib, the energy absorbed by the
structure shows significant random variations, and there is a significant decrease at the
moment of the maximum deviation. However, the crack size does not change significantly
in this deviation scenario. As shown in Figure 26, under the same conditions of impact
energy calculation, the changes in the energy absorption capacity and impact depth of the
structure are more obviously affected by the direction of deviation. As the deviation from
the axis distance increases, the energy absorption capacity of the structure decreases, and
the impact depth increases significantly.
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From the above comparison, it can be seen that under small-size hammer quasi-static
loads, the energy absorption characteristics of the cruciform structure change are slight.
In the impact scenario, the reduction of the friction coefficient among the structures will
lead to a decrease in the impact resistance performance of the structure and a reduction
in the ability to absorb impact energy. With the deviation of the indenter relative to the
axis of the cruciform structure, the energy absorption capacity of the structure significantly
decreases due to the decrease in the structure directly below the indenter, and the impact
depth significantly increases.

7. Conclusions

This study designed and conducted quasi-static and falling weight impact tests on
a typical ship’s cruciform structure. Material property tests were carried out on the test
specimen to obtain the true stress–strain relationship of the material. To determine the
parameters for using the EPS and RTCL failure criteria, numerical simulations were con-
ducted on uniaxial tensile tests using Ling’s method, and the failure strain corresponding
to different mesh sizes was determined. The models of the three test conditions were
divided into sizes of 4 mm, 6 mm, 8 mm, and 10 mm, and the EPS, BWH, and RTCL
failure criteria were used respectively to compare the applicability of the three failure
criteria in the structure’s collision condition, as well as the influence of mesh size on the
structural response.

The following conclusions were drawn from this study:

• When the cruciform structure in a typical hull structure is subjected to in-plane loading,
the structural deformation mainly has the following processes: axial compression
deformation of the structure, with a rapid increase in structural resistance; flexural
deformation of the structure, with a slight decrease in structural resistance; crease
deformation of the cruciform structure, with a smooth increase in structural resistance;
and tearing of the front panel, with a decrease in structural load carrying capacity.

• When subjected to the impact load of a rigid indenter, the structure’s deformation range
is smaller than the quasi-static load, and the deformation is relatively concentrated
at the collision location. In the 3 m drop impact condition, the initial peak impact
load increases by nearly 20% compared to the quasi-static collision scenario, and the
average impact force increases by approximately 13% before structural failure. This
indicates that the structure has a higher energy absorption capacity in the 3 m drop
impact condition compared to the quasi-static collision scenario.

• The EPS failure criterion in the simulation in this scenario would prematurely deter-
mine the failure of the junction due to the localized compressive deformation produced
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by the unit. The BWH failure criterion struggles to determine the failure of the struc-
ture, and the crashworthiness of the structure evaluated by this criterion is higher
than that of the actual scenario. The RTCL failure criterion is more suitable for this
complex stress state crash scenario, and the tearing phenomenon of the upper panel is
better simulated.

• The height of the wrinkles produced by the cruciform structure is closely related to
the mesh size. The height of the wrinkles produced by a large mesh model is relatively
high, and the area where the subsequent membrane tensile deformation occurs in the
belly beam that makes up the cruciform structure is relatively large. The structure’s
resistance is also relatively small in the large mesh model. In contrast, a small mesh
model produces smaller wrinkles, and subsequent wrinkle formation occurs earlier
than in the large mesh model.
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