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Abstract: In recent years, the domain of diagnosing plant afflictions has predominantly relied upon
the utilization of deep learning techniques for classifying images of diseased specimens; however,
these classification algorithms remain insufficient for instances where a single plant exhibits multiple
ailments. Consequently, we view the region afflicted by the malady of rice leaves as a minuscule
issue of target detection, and then avail ourselves of a computational approach to vision to identify
the affected area. In this paper, we advance a proposal for a Dense Higher-Level Composition Feature
Pyramid Network (DHLC-FPN) that is integrated into the Detection Transformer (DETR) algorithm,
thereby proffering a novel Dense Higher-Level Composition Detection Transformer (DHLC-DETR)
methodology which can effectively detect three diseases: sheath blight, rice blast, and flax spot.
Initially, the proposed DHLC-FPN is utilized to supersede the backbone network of DETR through
amalgamation with Res2Net, thus forming a feature extraction network. Res2Net then extracts five
feature scales, which are coalesced through the deployment of high-density rank hybrid sampling by
the DHLC-FPN architecture. The fused features, in concert with the location encoding, are then fed
into the transformer to produce predictions of classes and prediction boxes. Lastly, the prediction
classes and the prediction boxes are subjected to binary matching through the application of the
Hungarian algorithm. On the IDADP datasets, the DHLC-DETR model, through the utilization of
data enhancement, elevated mean Average Precision (mAP) by 17.3% in comparison to the DETR
model. Additionally, mAP for small target detection was improved by 9.5%, and the magnitude of
hyperparameters was reduced by 324.9 M. The empirical outcomes demonstrate that the optimized
structure for feature extraction can significantly enhance the average detection accuracy and small
target detection accuracy of the model, achieving an average accuracy of 97.44% on the IDADP rice
disease dataset.

Keywords: rice leaf disease diagnosis; object detection; DETR; deep learning; image processing

1. Introduction

Rice is a staple food crop of paramount importance to humankind, occupying 35.6%
of the total area cultivated for food crops in China. Unfortunately, it is also one of the
crops most susceptible to pests and diseases. China has unveiled a plan to advance agri-
cultural and rural modernization [1] demand: bolster the development of monitoring and
early warning networks, augment the system for controlling crop pests and diseases, and
augment the capability to prevent and manage agricultural disasters. Presently, the identifi-
cation of rice diseases primarily relies on manual biological identification in the field [2],
which not only expends significant human and material resources but also results in a low
identification rate and lacks real-time efficacy, thus frequently missing the optimal window
for disease control. Therefore, the use of computer vision methods for the automatic and
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efficient detection of rice diseases, and timely and accurate detection of rice leaf diseases, is
important for increasing rice yields, reducing costs, etc.

Currently, disease detection methods can be broadly divided into two categories:
object detection and classification. Several existing deep-learning methods concentrate on
the classification of plant disease images [3,4]. However, if multiple diseases are present in
a single image, the classification algorithm may not detect the diseases comprehensively.
Consequently, the application of target detection methodologies presents a viable solution
to the aforementioned predicaments. The object detection algorithms are generally divided
into anchor base and transformer base; the anchor base algorithm is represented by the
YOLO [5,6] algorithm and the transformer base is represented by the Detection Transformer
(DETR) [7]. The existing mainstream object detection methods are based on horizontal can-
didate anchor boxes and solve the object detection problem by generating a large number
of anchor boxes and then judging whether the object is hit or not, but this method makes
the number of candidate anchor boxes proliferate and leads to the excessive computational
overhead of the algorithm. The DETR algorithm, represented by the transformer base,
does not need to generate anchors, and with the help of the transformer structure, the
center position, scale, and aspect ratio of the target of interest are predicted using semantic
features, and they are combined to obtain a horizontal high-quality anchor frame as a
candidate frame, which has more global view capability and better performance [8].

Since Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) were proposed, target detection meth-
ods based on deep learning have replaced the traditional methods and become mainstream.
The CNN architecture prioritizes local feature information over global feature information.
In contrast, transformer architecture places greater emphasis on global feature information
and can concurrently forecast object class information [9]. The transformer was originally
used in the Nature Language Process (NLP) field; CARION N et al. proposed the use of
DETR to apply the transformer to object detection for the first time and without generating
prior knowledge, such as an anchor. It works as fast as RCNN [10] and is more capable of
detection. Since the application of DETR transformers to object detection began, papers
that improve on the DETR algorithm have greatly increased in number. Xi et al. proposed
Deformable DETR [11] because transformers focus on global information, leading to pro-
cessing image signature maps having slow convergence and limited spatial resolution. The
attention mechanism in Deformable DETR only focuses on a small amount of information
near the sample point, so better performance can be achieved. Zhi et al. proposed an
Unsupervised Pre-train DETR (UP-DETR) [12] for object detection. By randomly clipping
the original image into the decoder as a query, UP-DETR significantly improves the av-
erage accuracy of DETR in target detection and panoramic segmentation. Many articles
have used different methods to improve input-dependent query formulation to improve
convergence speed and detection accuracy to improve the slow convergence caused by
initialization [13–16]. All of the above DETR algorithms are based on improving the trans-
former structure to improve performance. In this paper, we enhance the DETR algorithm
for small target detection by adding the proposed FPN structure.

For crop disease detection, Amreen Abbas et al. first used the generation of synthetic
pictures of tomato plant leaves against the network C-GAN [17], then used the tomato
disease detection method based on deep learning to migrate learning on DenseNet121. The
accuracy of five, seven, and ten classes on the PlantVillage dataset was 99.51%, 98.65%,
and 97.11%, respectively. Shao et al. used the upstream network composed of unsuper-
vised training combined with migratory learning [18], and the downstream network was
composed of EFN and DETR. The E-HLBUP-DETR diagnostic model was established, and
the recognition rate of Citrus Yellow Dragon disease was 96.2%. M. Hammad Masood
et al. used Mask-RCNN to detect early disease in rice [19]. The accuracy of the local
dataset was higher than 87.6%, and that of data without local information was 58.4%. The
area of rice disease is a small target, and improving the detection ability of algorithms
for small targets is an urgent problem to be solved. Li et al. improved the Mask R-CNN
algorithm and enhanced the performance of the algorithm by improving the proportion of
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anchors in the RPN network [20] and changing the feature topology extraction structure
to identify tomato-infected areas. There are also improved target detection algorithms
based on YOLOv4 [21–23], Deep Convolutional Networks, and faster R-CNN, but these
methods do not possess enough strong feature extraction capabilities due to weak detection
capabilities for small objects.

The area of rice diseases is typically small, oval, or elongated, and contiguous. Ad-
ditionally, multiple diseases can appear simultaneously on a single plant, rendering the
classification algorithm incapable of comprehensively categorizing the disease types. There-
fore, this article considers the disease area as a small target and then uses object detection
technology to detect the small disease area. We propose a rice leaf disease detection algo-
rithm, DHLC-DETR, based on DETR, which introduces a Neck structure and proposes a
Dense Higher Level Composition–Feature Pyramid Network (DHLC-FPN) based on the
Feature Pyramid Network (FPN) [24]. We replace the original ResNet [25] Backbone part
of DETR with DHLC-FPN and Res2Net [26] to improve the detection accuracy of small
disease targets. The details of the proposed algorithm can be found in Section 2.3.

The remainder of this paper is organized as follows. Section 2 concentrates on the
fundamental methods employed and the proposed DHLC-FPN structure, as well as the
DHLC-DETR algorithm. Section 3 delineates the data set and data enhancement methods,
and presents the experimental results, comparative experimental results, and the results of
ablation experiments. Section 4 illuminates its limitations and points towards avenues for
future optimization. Finally, Section 5 concludes this paper. In this paper, the DHLC-FPN
structure is proposed and incorporated into the DETR framework to improve the feature
extraction capability of the model and thus improve the original DETR model for small
target detection.

2. Methodologies
2.1. Experimental Design

As shown in Figure 1, the specific process of the method for detecting rice leaf disease
is as follows. Step 1: Obtain images of the diseased rice leaves. Step 2: Annotate the
different disease categories to obtain annotated image files. Step 3: Enhance and fuse the
original dataset with itself by utilizing image enhancement and in-frame enhancement
techniques. Step 4: Develop the DHLC-DETR model and employ the amalgamated dataset
to carry out both the training and validation phases. The original ResNet Backbone is
replaced with Res2Net, and the DHLC-FPN structure is added to enhance the feature
extraction capability; see Section 2.3 for details of the structure. Step 5: After the model’s
successful training, employ it for detecting images of diseased rice leaves through the
utilization of the trained model.

2.2. Image Augmentation

For better experimental results, the image augmentation of rice leaf disease pictures
mainly includes boundary box augmentation [27] and image augmentation. As shown
in Figure 2, both methods are used to flip, cut, blur, noise, change gray level, and so
on. The former pertains to the complete image, while the latter is specific to the image
contained within the bounding box. By applying image enhancement, the size of the image
can be expanded, thereby augmenting the generalizability and resilience of the detection
model. As a result of image enhancement, the data volume can be increased to a total of
17,640 images. Refinements to the boundary box can refine the generalizability of models
by generating simulated data that is based on real data, and refining the bounding box can
produce data that is theoretically realistic.

Owing to the high pixel dimensions of the original image, completely cropping the
original image into 2 × 2 pictures can heighten the detection capability of the model
for small targets, while also amplifying the quantity of data. Flipping horizontally and
vertically is another approach, as shown in Figure 2, which is mainly a flip operation for
image data. Real pictures are theoretically possible in this case because of reasons such as



Agriculture 2023, 13, 1361 4 of 17

shooting angles, and therefore such data enhancement is necessary. The purpose of image
grayscale transformation is to reduce the complexity of the matrix and expedite operations,
while the application of slight Gaussian blurring to the image through fuzzy processing
can enhance the recognition rate of certain undetectable areas. For example, in the second
image below Figure 2, the focus of the image is concentrated in the middle disease area, and
the location of the disease in the lower right corner is relatively blurred. Fuzzy processing
of the image can improve the model’s ability to detect blurred areas. Noise processing is
shown in the lower right of Figure 2. Adding some noise to the original image can improve
the robustness and generalization of the model.

Boundary box augmentation mainly generates new training data by changing the
content of the source image bounding box and improves the generality of the training
model by changing the form of the image within the bounding box, and by blurring,
rotating, flipping, gray level change, noise addition, etc. The border-box enhancements are
shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 1. Rice disease detection workflow, including image acquisition, image pre-processing,
image enhancement, and model prediction of final output results.
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Figure 2. Image augmentation with original image, horizontal and vertical flipping, grayscale, blur,
and noise.
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Figure 3. Box boundary augmentation with original image, box blur, and box rotation.

2.3. Improvement of Detection Transformer Model
2.3.1. Res2Net Backbone

The ResNet50 model is the default backbone of the original DETR model, primarily
comprised of Bottleneck structural blocks within. In this paper, all Bottleneck structure
components present in ResNet were substituted with Res2Net modules. These modules
inherit several advantages of ResNet networks, and the multi-scale concept utilized by
Res2Net can significantly enhance the extraction and feature expression capabilities of
the backbone for multi-scale features. As illustrated in Figure 4, Res2Net consolidates all
convolutional kernels while retaining the size and quantity of convolutional kernels in the
original structure. Then, it connects the layers like layered residual networks and uniformly
partitions the feature mapping into s subsets of feature mapping xi where i ∈ {1, 2, . . . , s}
after point-by-point convolution. Each feature mapping subset in the set possesses an
equivalent size and channel quantity. Following the convolution operation, the feature
mapping subset xi is utilized as the input data for the next set of residual structures, and
the Res2Net input data are expressed as follows:

yi =


xi i = 1;

θi(xi) i = 2;
θi(xi + yi−1) 2 < i ≤ s

(1)

where xi denotes each different subset of feature mappings, θi() denotes the convolution
operation, and yi denotes the output data.

2.3.2. Improvement of the Feature Extraction Structure

The disease detection task is usually a small target, and the disease area may be only
dozens of pixels in size. As the convolutional network increases in depth, semantic informa-
tion is progressively reinforced while the image features are gradually diminished. Despite
the deep network’s ability to generate robust semantic features, it lacks the necessary image
features for effectively detecting small targets in disease detection. In contrast, shallow net-
works incorporate more geometric information while comprising fewer semantic features,
thereby hindering their efficacy in the classification of image prediction boxes. This paper’s
introduction of an FPN network, which combines shallow and deep networks, enhances
the backbone’s feature extraction so that the output features have more dimension infor-
mation. FPN architecture is primarily divided into several stages: a bottom-up network
for extracting characteristic features, semantic information extraction, top-down feature
supplementation, feature sampling, and ultimately the output of a multi-scale feature map.

To further improve the ability of DETR to detect small objects, we proposed a DHLC-
FPN structure based on the FPN structure, which can better integrate the scale information
of each layer. FPN uses top-down fusion, upper features, and backbone lateral branch 1 × 1
convolution fusion; simple branch fusion cannot fully fuse other lateral branch information,
so there is an optimal space for lateral branch fusion to fuse the features of each layer.
The extraction of features is carried out on the primary input disease image, whereby the
distinct stage feature maps are extracted and labeled as C1, C2, C3, C4, and C5. Assuming
that the primary image is of dimensions L × L, subsequent to multi-stage convolutional
pooling, the size of C1 is L/2× L/2, the size of C2 is L/4× L/4, the size of C3 is L/8× L/8,
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the size of C4 is L/16× L/16, and the size of C5 is L/32× L/32. DHLC-FPN primarily
upsamples all feature maps that are smaller than the current scale, followed by performing
class residual fusion, as illustrated in Figure 5. This enables it to obtain superior global
feature information and achieve an effective fusion of top-level semantic information and
bottom-level spatial information.
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2.3.3. Transformer

The transformer network is primarily employed to fulfill the detection task. The
network is comprised of two fundamental components, namely the feature encoder and
prediction box decoder, and the overall structure is exhibited in Figure 6. The original
image is input to the transformer with the 1D feature matrix extracted by Res2Net and FPN
features combined with position encoding.
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Sine and Cosine position encoding is calculated as follows:

Ppos,2i = sin(
pos

100002i/d ) (2)

Ppos,2i = cos(
pos

100002i/d ) (3)

where pos is the location of the data map and d represents the dimension of the input
vector after it has been mapped. 2i/d and 2i + 1/d respectively represent even and odd
dimensions, and then use sine and cosine functions to encode the location.
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Then, the input is transferred into the transformer, imported into N Decoders after N
Encoders, and then the output of the Decoder is embedded into a Feed-Forward network
(FFN) [28] to generate prediction boxes and prediction categories.

2.3.4. Hungarian Loss

The Ground Truth (GT) box and the Prediction box are binary-matched using the
Hungarian algorithm [29]. This is mainly used to measure the similarity between two sets;
the Hungarian algorithm is as follows:

σ̂ = argminσ∈N

n

∑
i=1

L
(

yi, ŷσ(i)

)
(4)

Lmatch(yi, ŷσ(i)) = −1{ci 6=∅} P̂σ(i)(ci) + 1{ci 6=∅}Lbox(bi, b̂σ(i)) (5)

where yi represents the label of the data, ci represents the label of the data, bi is the vector
of the coordinates and dimensions of the GT box, and ŷσ(i) is the set of predicted results.
p̂σ(i)(ci) denotes the probability that the predicted class of object σ̂(i) is Ci, and b̂σ(i) denotes
its predicted bounding box. The loss function is calculated as follows:

Lmatch(yi, ŷσ(i)) =
N

∑
i
[− log( p̂σ(i)(ci)) + 1{c 6=∅}Lbox(bi b̂σ̂(i))] (6)

Lbox(bi, b̂σ(i)) = λiouLiou(bi, b̂σ(i)) + λL1‖bi − b̂σ(i)‖1
(7)

where p̂σ(i)(ci) is the probability that an object is predicted to be a certain class and is also
used in the cross-entropy calculation to classify loss, Lmatch includes the center point of the
prediction box, GT, position loss of width, height L1 loss, and size loss GIoU loss; Liou is
GIoU loss; and λiou, λL1 ∈ R is Hyper-parameter.

2.3.5. DHLC-DETR Model

DETR is an end-to-end model that incorporates both CNN and transformer archi-
tectures. This model is a refinement of DETR and introduces a Neck structure based on
DHLC-FPN and improves the Backbone, as shown in Figure 7. After pre-processing, the
input image is fed into Res2Net. DHLC-FPN structure combines the sampled information
using Res2Net up-sampling and FPN down-sampling to obtain a feature map with high
information density. The Position Encoding set is then input to the transformer for encoding
and decoding, output prediction box and prediction classes, and then uses the Hungarian
algorithm to fit prediction boxes and classes. By enhancing image features, DHLC-DETR
improves the small target detection capability while simultaneously reducing the number
of hyperparameters needed for model detection.

2.4. Experimental Setup
2.4.1. Experiment Platform

This paper conducted experiments on the IDADP dataset under the following con-
ditions: Ubuntu server with Intel 12 generation Core i7-12700 CPU, 16GB memory. The
GPU is NVIDIA GeForce RTX3070, with 8G video memory. The programming language
is Python version 3.8, PyTorch version 1.13.0, and CUDA version 11, developed with
MMdetection toolbox [30].

2.4.2. Evaluation Metrics

The evaluation indexes used in this paper were mean Average Precision (mAP), Recall,
and IOU. AP is the lower area of the Precision–Recall curve, and the formula is as follows:
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AP =

1∫
0

P(R)dR (8)

where P(R) is Precision accuracy, and R is Recall, and Precision and Recall can also be
calculated as follows:

Precision =
TP

TP + FP
(9)

Recall =
TP

TP + TN
(10)

True Positive (TP) indicates that the disease sample is predicted correctly, False Positive
(FP) indicates a disease sample that failed to predict, and True Negative (TN) indicates nor-
mal samples with correct predictions. Precision indicates the correct proportion predicted
by the prediction box, and Recall indicates the correct proportion of real box prediction.
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Figure 7. DHLC-DETR structure. The figure gives the whole process of DHLC-DETR model process-
ing, where the input image goes through the Backbone for feature extraction, is then input to FPN for
feature expansion, and is finally input to the transformer for prediction.

AP represents the precision of a certain category, mAP is the mean of all kinds of APs,
and mAP is the mean value of all categories of AP, and the formula is as follows:

AP =
TP + TN

TP + TN + FP
(11)

mAP =
∑m

1 APi
n

(12)

The IoU formula is as follows:

IoU =
Areao f Overlap
Areao f Union

(13)

The area of overlap refers to the intersection area of the prediction box and the real
box, and the area of union refers to the union area of the prediction box and the real box.

3. Results
3.1. Datasets

According to the analysis of the 2010–2020 China Plant Protection Professional Statis-
tics, the three major diseases rice sheath blight, rice blast, and brown spot disease caused
yield losses of about 1.025 million tons, 174,900 tons and 121,700 tons, respectively, in the
main rice-producing areas of China [31], and the safety of rice production is a strategic
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issue related to social stability and national security in China. Therefore, we selected three
datasets of sheath blight, rice blast, and brown spot. Disease images are difficult to collect,
so we chose three common disease images that are relatively easier to collect.

The dataset used for training and validation in this experiment was the Image Database
for Agricultural Diseases and Pests Research (IDADP) [32]. Under the leadership of the
Hefei Institute of Intelligent Machinery, Chinese Academy of Sciences, a large amount
of agricultural pest and disease data has been integrated. The data were sourced from
the competition data set of the field crop disease image recognition technology challenge
organized by the China Pattern Recognition and Computer Vision Conference in 2019
(PRCV2019). The disease types under consideration were rice blast, brown spot, and
sheath blight. Figure 8 displays images of the three types of diseases, each of which had
600 samples. The initial size of each image in the dataset was 3000 × 2000, and the original
data were unmarked. Additionally, disease areas with a diameter greater than 3 mm were
manually labeled for the three types of diseases. The disease areas with a diameter of less
than 3 mm were considered neither false negative nor false positive. The specific picture
information is shown in Table 1.
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Table 1. Picture params.

Category Size Quantity

blast 800 3000 × 2000
brown spot 800 3000 × 2000

sheath blight 800 3000 × 2000

3.2. Comparison of Different Detection Techniques

The DHLC-DETR algorithm proposed in this paper is an improvement based on the
DETR model, and it was verified that the proposed algorithm is superior to the DETR
algorithm in small target detection ability, detection rate, and detection accuracy. This
experiment was based on the IDADP dataset and compared with the DETR, SSD, YOLOv3,
Faster RCNN, and Mask RCNN algorithms. The model parameters are shown in Table 2.

Table 2. Training parameters.

Parameter Value Parameter Value

Learning Rate 1× 10−4 weight decay 1× 10−4

Batch Size 2 Epoch 50

As shown in Figure 9, the variation of mAP with the number of epochs is demonstrated.
The incorporation and refinement of the FPN structure in the DETR model, as expounded
in this study, enables more efficient extraction of network features than the DETR model,
thus facilitating precise prediction of small-scale targets. In addition to exhibiting higher
AP values, it is evident that the DHLC-DETR algorithm converges more rapidly. The
graph illustrates that the model attains stability at 15 epochs. Furthermore, the DHLC-
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DETR algorithm demonstrates a superior ability to detect small targets as compared to
mainstream target detection algorithms.
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To verify the effectiveness of the proposed DHLC-DETR algorithm, and ensure an
equitable comparison, all parameters, including data preprocessing, image enhancement,
and the number of iterations, were set to be identical, except for the method employed, and
mAP, AP, AP75, APs, APM, and APL parameters and FPS were compared. APs, APM, and
APL denote the detection accuracy at small, medium, and large sizes, and Params denotes
the number of super parameters, as shown in Table 3.

Table 3. Comparison of operation results of different models.

Model Backbone AP AP50 AP75 APs APM APL Params FPS

SSD SSDVGG 58.4 87.8 72.7 33.2 53.8 65.7 18 M 28.8
Faster-RCNN ResNet-50 62.0 90.1 77.8 32.4 57.3 68.0 31 M 21.8
Mask-RCNN ResNet-50 61.2 90.4 75.2 33.4 57.3 63.1 33 M 16.6
DETR-DC5 ResNet-50 59.1 90.0 73.5 31.9 51.8 66.4 31 M 20.0

Deformable DETR Transformer 63.4 92.6 79.3 34.5 60.3 70.1 30 M 20.7
YOLOv3 DarkNet-53 54.2 89.3 70.7 34.9 52.9 65.1 47 M 29.4

DHLC-DETR Res2Net-50-DHLCFPN 76.4 93.5 84.4 41.4 65.2 75.2 46 M 24.4

All algorithms utilize the image-enhanced datasets as a default setting. Image enhance-
ment techniques can augment the volume of images when the data are scarce, accentuate
the distinctions between various target features, and enhance the amount of data. In
comparative experiments, the introduction of DHLC-DETR into the DHLC-FPN structure
could extract features well and improve the detection ability of small targets. Compared
with the DETR model, the BoxAP was improved by 17.3% and Small, Middle, and Large
target detection AP was improved by 9.5%, 13.4%, and 8.8%, respectively. Because the
introduction of FPN structure made the model structure more complex, the detection
speed was reduced. FPS increased by 31.2 FLOPs compared to the DETR algorithm. In
this experiment, only 50 epochs were trained, and more epochs may make the detection
accuracy of the model better. Moreover, the DHLC-DETR model exhibited superior small
target detection capability in comparison to conventional detection algorithms.

3.3. Comparison of Different Convolutional Neural Networks

This approach primarily employs ResNet and Res2Net as the underlying frameworks,
integrating the FPN structure to extract features. To demonstrate the benefits of Res2Net
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and FPN, we contrasted the outcomes of diverse backbones combined with various FPN
networks, while maintaining uniformity in all training processes concerning the parameters.
Additionally, we kept the epoch, batch size, iteration, and learning rate consistent in all
training processes, and the same input images and image augmentation were used.

Table 4 presents a comparative analysis of the outcomes achieved by ResNet50
ResNet50-FPN, ResNet50-DHLC-FPN, Res2Net50, Res2Net50-FPN, and Res2Net50-DHLC-
FPN. All frameworks utilized were DETR. It can be inferred that the utilization of Res2Net
in conjunction with DHLC-FPN resulted in the highest overall performance with an AP
of 76.4%. Furthermore, this combination yielded superior results for detecting small tar-
gets compared to other combinations. Res2Net-DHLC-FPN exhibited an 8.1% increase
in AP_s for small targets relative to Res2Net. This indicates that the utilization of the
feature extraction structure can enhance the detection ability of the DETR algorithm toward
small targets. Additionally, DHLC-FPN combines the semantic and location information of
distinct special layers, which enables the acquisition of higher AP values. The enhancement
of Res2Net over ResNet, with a minor increase of 1.2% in AP values, proves that the adop-
tion of an improved backbone can yield a marginal improvement in detection capability.
Furthermore, Res2Net outperformed ResNet owing to the greater granularity of Res2Net
feature extraction.

Table 4. Comparison of operation results of different backbone.

Framework Backbone AP APS APM APL

DETR

ResNet50 59.1 31.9 51.8 66.4
ResNet50-FPN 65.8 33.8 53.6 68.3

ResNet50-DHLC-FPN 73.9 38.5 60.1 72.8
Res2Net50 60.3 33.0 52 68.1

Res2Net50-FPN 67.4 39.8 58.8 71.3
Res2Net50-DHLC-FPN 76.4 41.1 65.2 75.2

3.4. Ablation Analysis

Table 5 outlines our exploration of the impact of incorporating the FPN structure in
the DETR model to bolster feature extraction ability and the consequent improvement
in target detection ability. The Precision, Recall, and AP values were mainly compared;
from the results, we can find that adding a DHLC-FPN structure to the DETR model
was the most beneficial to model recognition ability. As is evident from the Frames Per
Second (FPS) metric, incorporation of the FPN architecture may lead to some compromise
in computational speed; however, it does yield some improvement in terms of accuracy.

Table 5. FPN ablation experiment.

Models P R AP FPS

w/o FPN 90.23% 88.29% 60.3 22.7
w/o DHLC-FPN 94.78% 90.61% 65.8 21.8
Proposed model 97.44% 93.69% 76.4 24.4

In Figure 10, we compare the box AP values of DETR, DETR-FPN, and DHLC-DETR
with epoch. The result shows that adding the FPN structure can improve the detection
ability of the model to some extent, while the DHLC-FPN structure can improve the
detection ability of the FPN structure, but the training speed is slightly slower than the
other two models due to the increased complexity of the model.
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4. Limits and Future Work

The experimental dataset utilized in this study possesses several advantages over the
experimental results, such as high image resolution, the proximity of targets, and sufficient
illumination. However, in real-world scenarios, there may be several factors that affect
detection efficiency, as depicted in Figure 11a, in which a rice stem borer is judged as a
diseased area because of its similar color to a diseased area. Similarly, Figure 11b illustrates
that recognition rates may be lower in more complex scenes; the possibility of misjudgment
is caused by the dead grass under the water and the yellow leaves in the surroundings.
Additionally, factors such as suboptimal lens performance, distant camera positioning,
insufficient lighting, and poor image quality can all negatively impact detection ability.
These factors may reduce the feature extraction ability of the DHLC-FPN structure, which
leads to a decrease in detection accuracy.
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Figure 11. (a) Foreign object interference: misjudging the rice borer as a diseased area. (b) Complex
scene: water surface reflection, weeds, and other factors cause interference.

Moreover, we plan to acquire diverse forms of disease data; the data collected in the
future will be collected manually by our team at regular intervals in the experimental field,
and the image acquisition process will not use any artificial lighting measures to meet
the outdoor environment requirements as accurately as possible, including rice false smut
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and bacterial leaf streak, to enhance the generality and robustness of our models. This
will allow us to develop more accurate and reliable detection systems. Lastly, we will
enhance our image processing techniques to improve detection capabilities in complex
scenes; for instance, through the use of advanced methods such as EnlightenGAN [33]
and ConSinGAN [34] image generation techniques to increase the size of our dataset. The
Generative Adversarial Network (GAN) model evolved from the zero-sum game in free
game theory. It mainly includes a generator and discriminator; the generator inputs random
noise to learn a specific data distribution to generate images and then generates the results
and the real data through the discriminator to determine whether it belongs to the real
data through the cycle of discrimination, and finally generates the Nash equilibrium point
to generate the closest point to the real data. A schematic diagram of the GAN network
model is shown in Figure 12. Additionally, we will enhance the transformer’s attention
mechanism [35,36] to improve performance and detection ability. To enhance the overall
trajectory of the disease, we aim to utilize the time series methodology [37–39] to predict
and regulate the time frame of row disease incidence throughout the complete growth cycle
of rice.
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We will use formal proofs in the future to prove the feasibility of the algorithmic
model [40,41]. To realize the machine-based verification of the proposed detection algo-
rithm, a formal depiction of the entire process, ranging from image acquisition to the
detection of the target image output, will be executed using the theorem-proving tool Coq.
Subsequently, a formal proof of the DHLC-FPN structure will be undertaken, commencing
from the proof system.

5. Conclusions

This paper presents the DHLC-DETR algorithm for detecting rice leaf diseases, which
addresses the challenges posed by the limited samples, high variability, and small sizes of
the affected regions. The DHLC-FPN network is proposed and used to replace the backbone
of DETR. The proposed model is designed to improve the feature extraction capabilities
of the feature pyramid while addressing issues related to the loss of high-level image
information and low-level semantic information in convolutional networks. Experimental
results indicate that the DHLC-DETR algorithm can significantly enhance the detection of
small targets, surpassing the performance of the DETR algorithm in terms of mAP, and
recall. To address the challenge posed by the limited number of samples, we employed
image enhancement and transfer learning techniques to improve the generalization and
detection performance of the algorithm.

Compared with image classification methods, the target detection method proposed in
this paper can detect multiple disease targets on the same disease plant, and the recognition
is more applicable. Compared with traditional biometric methods, the method proposed
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in this paper does not require much human intervention, and only a small amount of
equipment, such as cameras, need to be deployed for accurate identification, with low cost
and high real-time performance. In reality, it is possible to obtain and upload rice images to
the server through the camera in real-time or at regular intervals, and then infer whether
the rice is diseased through the server calling the model, and if it is, it can send an early
warning to the user through the Web and other means.

Unfortunately, in the real world, insects close to the color of the disease can cause
recognition errors, or the poor quality of the acquired images due to weather, lighting, etc.
can also cause some targets to be unrecognized, and we will use other means to solve these
problems later.

The main contributions of this article are:

(1) We improved the feature pyramid network structure and proposed the DHLC-FPN
structure to improve the performance of network multi-scale feature extraction by fus-
ing low-level and high-level image features through high-density hierarchical fusion.

(2) Based on the DETR algorithm model, the DHLC-DETR algorithm model is proposed,
which introduces the Neck part in the DETR algorithm structure, and the Neck uses the
DHLC-FPN structure combined with the Res2Net. The DETR algorithm’s small target
identification capability was significantly improved by the model’s incorporation
of multi-layer feature information, and the DHLC-DETR model’s average accuracy
increased by 11.4% in comparison to the DETR model.

(3) In this paper, we use appropriate data enhancement methods and use a pre-trained
network model on ImageNet for migration learning to achieve good performance
even with a small sample size of disease images. The IDADP test set was detected
using the DHLC-DETR algorithm, and the average accuracy was 76.4%. On additional
disease datasets, good accuracy was also attained.
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