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Supplement S2: Glossary

Table S2. Explanation of important terms (in alphabetical order)
	Term
	Explanation

	chlorine-washed
chicken
	A “chlorine-washed chicken” is a chicken that has been treated with an antimicrobial rinse (chlorine dioxide solution) after the slaughter process. The aim is to remove pathogens such as Salmonella and Campylobacter. This "final washing process” is commonly practiced in the US. In contrast, in the EU, only cold air and water are used to decontaminate poultry carcasses. This is based on the precautionary principle, which requires high standards of hygiene to be maintained throughout the entire supply chain. The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) has issued scientific opinions in this regard. Since 1997, the import of chlorinated poultry meat into the EU has been banned. The US considers this to be an unfair trade barrier and has opened a dispute at the World Trade Organization (WTO). [1-7]

	cloning
	The creation of genetically identical individuals is known as cloning. A prominent example in 1996 was the sheep “Dolly”. On cloning, the EU and the USA have different approaches in risk management. In the EU, cloned animals in food production are generally considered problematic and has been banned due to the precautionary principle, where ethical factors are considered. The EFSA published a scientific opinion on the impact of animal cloning on food safety, animal health and welfare, and the environment. In the U.S., products from cloned animals and their progeny are considered the same as food from conventionally breed animals, so there is no labeling requirement. In addition, cloned animals are not officially tracked in the U.S., so there is no traceability of animals and products. [8-13]

	genetic modification
(GMO)
	“An organism that has been transformed by the insertion of one or more transgenes” [13]. In the EU, all genetically modified products must undergo a full scientific evaluation by EFSA before they can be cultivated or imported from third countries. If the product is assessed as safe for humans, animals and the environment, the genetically modified products can be marketed and cultivated in the EU. There is an obligation to label products containing 0.9% or more of genetically modified material. In the US, there is no mandatory registration or labeling for genetically modified organisms. The products are on an equal footing with conventional production. The FDA has delegated the risk assessment of food safety to the companies. The USA considers the EU regulations as a trade barrier. [13-17]

	hormone meat
	A critical issue in the negotiations on the TTIP agreement is the EU's trade barrier regarding the use of hormones in cattle breeding. This concerns hormones, e.g., oestrogen, progesterone, testosterone, zeranol, trenbolone, and melengestrol acetate (MGA), which are considered to be carcinogenic. In 1988, the EU banned the use of growth hormones in livestock. Since 1989, there has been a ban on the import of hormone-treated beef into the beef into the EU. The US judged this to be an unjustified barrier to trade and opened a dispute at the WTO. The hormone dispute is the main reason for the inclusion of the agreement on the application of sanitary and phytosanitary measures (SPS agreement). Since 2009, there has been an import quota for "high quality beef" produced without the administration of fattening hormones. The US does not yet recognize any scientific evidence that the hormones pose a risk to humans and could jeopardize food safety. [13, 18-21]

	media competence
	Various models exist for media literacy. Various models exist for media literacy. Baacke [22] has played a key role in establishing the concept of media competence. His theory states: Media literacy can be classified into four dimensions: (1) knowledge of different media and their use (media use), (2) reflection on the role of media in society (media literacy), (3) shaping media (media design), and (4) critical thinking (media criticism). [22, 23]

	precautionary
principle
	“The approach whereby any possible risk associated with the introduction of a new technology is avoided, until a full understanding of its impact on health, environment etc. is available. Particularly applied to the release of genetically modified organisms, since unlike many technologies, these cannot be recalled if problems arise [13].” The precautionary principle (Article 7 of the General Food Law) with the "farm-to-fork" approach is a fundamental principle for the production of high-quality and safe products in the EU. In the US, the aftercare principle (or scientific principle) applies with the "end-of-pipe" approach. The two approaches demonstrate the different regulatory philosophies regarding food safety risk assessment. Both approaches aim to protect consumers of potential negative effects. [13, 24, 25]

	standard
	The term standardization is defined in ISO/IEC Guide 2:2004 (DIN EN 45020). In short: “Standardization is the process by which a standard is developed [26].” The ISO/IEC Guide 2:2004 (DIN EN 45020) defines the term “Standard” as a “document established by consensus and approved by a recognized body that provides for common and repeated use rules, guidelines or characteristics for activities or their results.” [26,27]

	use of antibiotics
	“A class of natural and synthetic compounds that inhibit the growth of, or kill some micro-organisms. Antibiotics are widely used medicinally to control bacterial pathogens, but resistance in bacteria to particular antibiotics is often rapidly acquired through mutation [13].” The use of antibiotics as feed additives to promote performance has been banned in the EU since 2006. In the US, antibiotics were allowed to be used as performance enhancers in animal feed without the control of a veterinarian until the end of 2016. Restrictive measures have been in place since January 1, 2017. [13, 28-30]

	use of hormones
	see “hormone meat”

	use of pesticides
	“A toxic chemical product that kills harmful organisms (e.g., insecticides, fungicide, weedicides, rodenticides) [13].” In both the US and the EU, pesticides are tested for possible negative effects on the environment as well as on humans and animals and must undergo an approval procedure before use. The established maximum residue levels differ in many areas. [13, 31-33]
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