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Abstract:

 Dual-chamber air springs are used as a key component for vibration isolation in some industrial applications. The working principle of the dual-chamber air spring device as applied to motion suppression of marine structures is similar to that of the traditional air spring, but they differ in their specific characteristics. The stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring device determine the extent of motion suppression. In this article, we investigate the stiffness and damping characteristics of a dual-chamber air spring device applied to marine structure motion suppression using orthogonal analysis and an experimental method. We measure the effects of volume ratio, orifice ratio, excitation amplitude, and frequency on the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber vibration absorber. Based on the experimental results, a higher-order non-linear regression method is obtained. We achieve a rapid calculation model for dual-chamber air spring stiffness and damping, which can provide guidance to project design.
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1. Introduction


Marine structure safety, especially in the deep sea, is an important concern. The deep-sea floating platform is one of the most important large structures used in ocean energy exploitation. Dynamic responses due to the wind and wave effects must be considered to ensure a safe design [1]. The combined action of complex multiple loads could cause a large vibration amplitude in marine structures [2,3]. Large amplitude and alternating vibration are the main detrimental effects that reduce the safety and fatigue life of a deep-sea platform. In the field of civil engineering, engineers use a wide variety of energy-absorbing devices to reduce the vibration of building structures. These energy-absorbing devices may also be applied to the problem of vibration suppression of deep-sea marine structures.



The vibration of a floating platform could be reduced using active or passive controls [4,5] and various devices have been proposed. A Tuned Liquid Column Damper (TLCD), a kind of passive vibration control device to suppress movement, was proposed by Sakai [6] in 1989. Lee et al. [7,8] first used the TLCD to suppress the surge and sway motions vibration of a Tension Leg Platform (TLP). Taflanidis et al. [9] further developed a simulation-based method for the design of mass dampers applied for the response mitigation of tension lag platforms. Lee et al. [10] experimentally studied the harmonic responses of the TLCD for wind excitations. Tanmoy et al. [11] studied the effective performance of TLCD and another passive vibration-mitigating device, a tuned liquid column ball damper for the control of wave-induced vibration. Zeng et al. [12] invented a new type of energy-absorbing device, the S-shaped TLCD. The S-shaped TLCD could effectively suppress the horizontal movement and vertical in-plane rotation of a TLP. Although these devices were effective for the suppression of surge and sway motion, TLCD was ineffective at the suppression of vertical movement, and sometime even enhanced this movement [10]. The vertical movement of the floating structures significantly impacts the strength and fatigue of the tension leg and mooring system, and the inability of these devices to suppress this movement could decrease the safety and service life of the structure.



Vibration-induced vertical motion of TLPs could be balanced by using absorbers with air springs. Dual-chamber air springs are an effective energy-absorbing device used as a key component for vibration isolation. Rijken, Bian, and Spillane et al. [13,14,15] applied a system of vibration absorbers using dual-chamber air springs and water columns to suppress resonant motions and studied the effects of the orifice ratio for structural damping. Bachrach and Rivin [16] studied the complex dynamic stiffness of the damper spring, a function of the excitation frequency. The experimental results measured by Kim and Lee [17] for a dual-chamber pneumatic spring exhibited significant amplitude-dependent nonlinear behavior. Jing et al. [18,19,20] proposed a characteristic output spectrum nonlinear (nCOS) method. The nCOS method is based on the theory of Volterra series expansion. They used the nCOS method for analysis and design of an air spring in a nonlinear vehicle suspension system. These studies focused on traditional forms of a dual-chamber air spring.



A dual-chamber air spring device applied to marine structure motion suppression requires a gas-liquid coupling air spring structure. This differs from the traditional air spring both in structure type and in the vibration characteristics. The compression of the gas in the traditional air spring was controlled by a piston, which acted on the pressure surface of the air spring [21,22,23]. As shown in Figure 1a, the displacement of the piston, x0, causes a compression of the air in the upper chamber. The pressure variation of the air spring chamber is of the same phase and amplitude as the external load. For the gas-liquid coupling air spring device applied to motion suppression of marine structures, a liquid column can also move in an independent manner. As shown in Figure 1b, the amount of compressed air in the air chamber is the relative displacement between the liquid column and the top of the air spring, i.e. x1−x0. The movement of the liquid column (similar to the piston) and the external excitation can differ in phases and amplitude. The stiffness and damping characteristics of this kind of dual-chamber air spring have not been investigated.


Figure 1. Schematic diagram of two kinds of dual-chamber air spring: (a) the traditional device; (b) a gas-liquid coupling device.
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The two main determinants of structure movement suppression effect are the stiffness and damping of the energy-absorbing device. Previous studies of damping and stiffness focused on the traditional air spring, and used an approximation to simulate air flow through the orifice plates [24,25,26]. These results may not apply to the gas-liquid coupling dual-chamber air spring device. Moreover, few factors were investigated and analyzed. There is not a comprehensive study on which factors affect the stiffness and damping characteristics of dual-chamber air spring. Further studies must be carried out on the gas-liquid coupling dual-chamber air spring device.



Here, we investigate the damping and stiffness of a dual-chamber air spring device applied to motion suppression of marine structures. We used orthogonal analysis and an experimental method and found that stiffness and damping are a function of the volume ratio, orifice ratio, excitation amplitude, and frequency. We then measured the effects of these four factors on dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness and damping. Based on the experimental results, we used higher-order non-linear regression method and generated a rapid calculation model for dual-chamber air spring stiffness and damping, which can provide guidance for future project design.




2. Theoretical Analysis


The gas-liquid coupling, dual-chamber, air spring energy-absorbing device has two chambers. The upper chamber functions for air storage and has a fixed volume, while the volume of the lower chamber, in contact with the water, varies with the motion of the water column. The gas and the oscillating liquid column are coupled and this device uses the interaction of oscillations of the liquid column and gas to achieve floating structure motion suppression.



The performance and design of the dual-chamber air spring device are usually modeled after a spring damper system. The characteristics of the damping device are described by the spring stiffness and damping coefficient [26,27,28,29,30]. In this work, the dual-chamber air spring device is a complex fluid-gas coupling system, but its dynamic behavior can also be characterized by the spring stiffness and damping coefficient. The physical model of the common spring damping system can be described using a parallel model or as a series model. Here, we explore the advantages and disadvantages of the two models to characterize the dynamic characteristics of the dual-chamber air spring device applied to motion suppression of marine structures.



In this section, three kinds of energy dissipation expression are derived: a series model, a parallel model, and work done by excitation force.



2.1. Parallel Model


As shown in Figure 2, the standard equation of the model is:


[image: there is no content]



(1)




where M represents the overall mass of the vibration absorber structure, C represents the overall damping of the structure, and K refers to the overall stiffness of the structure.


Figure 2. Parallel model.
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The structure stiffness in the above equation changes with the air pressure in the vibration absorber air chamber. The change in air pressure is caused by the relative motion of the liquid column in the air chamber. The damping has two components. Some damping is due to fluid vortex shedding at the bottom of the vibration absorber and the friction between the outer wall and water and this damping is related to the motion of the vibration absorber structure. Damping is also caused by the effect of the air in the air chamber and the orifice as well as the friction between inner wall and water, and this damping is related to the motion of the liquid column in the vibration absorber to the vibration absorber.



For harmonic excitation [image: there is no content], the structural response X is also a harmonic motion which can be represented as [image: there is no content], substituted into Equation (1) and using Euler′s Formula, [image: there is no content], the stiffness and damping of the vibration system can be written as:


[image: there is no content]



(2)






[image: there is no content]



(3)







The mass matrix can be [image: there is no content]. In the experiment, the mass of each different air chamber length structure is shown as follows:



[image: there is no content], in kg.



The periodical energy consumption of damping is:


[image: there is no content]



(4)




where fs refers to the sampling frequency of the experiment, fs = 1024 Hz. Due to the equal-interval sampling of the experiment data, [image: there is no content].




2.2. Series Model


As shown in Figure 3, the standard equation of the model is:


[image: there is no content]



(5)




Substitute [image: there is no content] and [image: there is no content] into the equation and apply Euler′s Formula, [image: there is no content], to determine the damping and stiffness:


[image: there is no content]



(6)






[image: there is no content]



(7)






Figure 3. Series model.
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The periodical energy consumption of damping is:


[image: there is no content]



(8)








2.3. Work Done by Excitation Force


The periodical work done by excitation force of the system is:


[image: there is no content]



(9)




where F refers to the excitation load, and X refers to the structural response.





3. Experimental Method


3.1. Design of Experimental Device


The dual-chamber air spring vibration absorber described here is mainly used to restrain the large vibration of an offshore structure. In the experiment, a large water container was designed to simulate the action of sea water. The container is a cylindrical device with a diameter of 1500 mm (much larger than the diameter of 100 mm of the air chamber). As shown in Figure 4, the experimental device consists of: 1. Hydraulic pressure loader; 2. Force sensor; 3. Dual-chamber air spring; 4. Orifice plate; and 5. Air pressure sensor.


Figure 4. Schematic diagram for the experimental device.
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As shown in Figure 5, in order to study the effects of different upper and lower air chamber ratios on the vibrating characteristics, the length of the lower air chamber (200 mm) was kept constant while the upper air chamber was changed（100 mm, 150 mm, 200 mm, 250 mm, 300 mm, 350 mm, 400 mm） to study the effect of different volume ratios. The upper and lower air chambers are connected by an orifice plate and the air flows back and forth through an orifice. The orifice changes the air distribution of the chambers greatly and can influence the vibrating characteristics of the structure. In this experiment, the orifice diameters used to study the effect of different orifice ratios on the air spring were 0, 10, 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 mm.


Figure 5. Upper chamber and orifice plates of the dual-chamber air spring.
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As shown in Figure 6, a hydraulic servo fatigue machine is used as the loading system of the experiment. The fatigue machine has excellent performance and can be used for large structure experiments. By controlling the loading frequency and amplitude, we can test the effect of external load on the vibrating characteristics of the air spring. In the experiment, the amplitude range was 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 mm, and the frequency range was 0.497–5.474 Hz.


Figure 6. Loading system for experimental device.
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3.2. Setting of Test Parameters


We studied the influences of each factor on dual-chamber air spring dynamic stiffness and damping. The experiment assumes the cross section of the upper air chamber equals that of the lower air chamber.



Variables to be considered: Volume of upper air chamber V2, Volume of lower air chamber V1, opening diameter d, amplitude of outer excitation A, and frequency of outer excitation ω.



The length of the lower air chamber, L1, and the frequency of outer excitation, ω, were used as the basic variables with the following three dimensionless numbers:



Height of lower air chamber L1 = 0.2 m



Diameter of air chamber D = 0.1 m



[image: there is no content], volume ratio, values = 0.5, 0.75, 1, 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, 2



[image: there is no content], orifice ratio, values = 0, 0.1, 0.2, 0.3, 0.4, 0.5, 0.6



[image: there is no content], ratio of the amplitude of outer excitation and the height of air chamber, values = 0.01, 0.02, 0.03, 0.04, 0.05, 0.06, 0.07.



Frequency of outer excitation. Log value lnω was used to investigate the vibrating characteristics of the air spring at low frequency (values = −0.7, −0.3, 0.1, 0.5, 0.9, 1.3, 1.7).



In total, four variables and seven values were tested, as shown in Table 1:




3.3. Orthogonal Experiment and Orthogonal Array


For experimental designs with multiple factors and multiple levels, a large number of experiments are required. For example, for the experimental scheme with four variables and seven levels in this paper, 2401 (74) experiments need to be carried out. Hence, a method with the minimum numbers of experiments is needed to find out the effect of each parameter on the vibrating characteristics of the air spring.



In 1947, Rao [31] developed factorial experiments, an optimization experimental method (an efficient testing strategy) that can determine the relation between factors and a test index and specify the primary and secondary factors using fewer trials. Taguchi [32] effectively used orthogonal arrays in his research. Azouzi and Guillot [33] examined the feasibility for an intelligent sensor fusion to estimate online surface finish and dimensional deviations using orthogonal arrays. Green, Krieger, and Wind [34] applied orthogonal arrays to conjoint analysis. The use of the orthogonal test method minimizes the number of tests but still allows determination of the changing rules of all factors. We applied the orthogonal experiment method to investigate the effect of upper and lower air chamber volume ratio, orifice ratio, loading amplitude, and loading frequency of outer excitation.



As an effective method of solving multi-factor experiment problems, orthogonal experimental design selects typical points from the overall experiment and tests them. These typical points are “even” and “regular”: (1) in the experiment, each factor has the same occurrence number at each different level; (2) each combination of two factors at each different level occurred in the experiment and had the same occurrence number. Meeting these two criteria indicates that the experiment scheme designed by orthogonal experiment method is typical. This method reduces the number of experiments and can generally reflect the overall effect of each factor at each level on the index.



Range analysis is commonly used in scientific experiments. Change in experimental results often occurs in scientific experiments due to two types of factors. One is variations arising from random effects; such effects are controllable in experiments, and are therefore inevitable. The other is artificial control produces changes in experimental results. When such factors have a significant impact on the experiment, they are bound to significantly alter the results, accompanied by random factors. Conversely, when such factors have no significant effect on the experimental results, corresponding changes will not be manifested obviously, so changes in experimental results have been substantially ascribed to the effects of random factors. The purpose of conducting scientific experiments is often to determine whether these artificially controllable factors have an impact on the experimental results and what the effect is.



Range analysis is an effective tool to judge the above matters through analyzing the data variation in experimental results, because it can separate random variation from non-random variation in a hybrid state to help determine the source of dominant variations. Using range analysis, we analyzed the results of orthogonal design to explore the effect of various factors on air spring characteristics. In addition, we investigated the effects of four factors (upper and lower air chamber volume ratio, orifice ratio, loading amplitude, and loading frequency of outer excitation) on the air vibration characteristics of the dual-chamber. Seven variation levels of each factor were examined. The tests were performed 49 times, accounting for only 2% of the traditional number of trials. The arrangements and results of the orthogonal analysis scheme are shown in Appendix 1.





4. Experimental Results and Analysis of a Dual-Chamber Air Spring


We used an intuitive method in orthogonal analysis that looks at means and ranges. The mean average is the average value of different factors at the same level, and this can reveal the effect of different levels of single factors on the indicators. The range indicates the maximum value of the average numerical difference for each factor at each level, and reflects the impact of each column factor at different levels, from which the primary and secondary sequence of factors can be determined. If each factor has the same number of level, the influence extent of each factor can be judged directly by comparing the range size.



For 49 sets of experimental schemes, the comparison of energy dissipation is shown in Figure 7.


Figure 7. Energy dissipation test program comparison chart.
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Figure 7 shows that under most operating conditions, there is a good fit between the parallel model and work done by excitation force, but under individual conditions, the series model shows better goodness of fit. From the relationship of energy dissipation mean of the 49 sets of orthogonal design schemes,



the goodness of fit of the parallel model [image: there is no content].



The goodness of fit of the series model [image: there is no content].



By the range relation of energy consumption, we can infer a higher goodness of fit between work done by excitation force and energy dissipation of the parallel model. Furthermore, the parallel model can be employed to make deeper analyses of the structure.



4.1. Influence of Various Parameters on Air Spring Stiffness


Stiffness is a function of the volume ratio, orifice ratio, excitation amplitude, and frequency. The influence law can be seen from the following figures:



As can be seen from Figure 8, the effect of the volume ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness is not monotonic. With an increase in the volume ratio, the stiffness of vibration absorber first slowly decreases and increases at a volume ratio of 1.25, then decreases and finally increases dramatically. As per Figure 9, the effect of the orifice ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness similarly is not monotonic. With an increase in the orifice ratio, the stiffness of vibration absorber first shows little change, then increases at a orifice ratio of 0.4, then decreases and finally increases to its highest level.


Figure 8. Effect of the volume ratio on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.



[image: Applsci 06 00074 g008 1024]





Figure 9. Effect of the orifice ratio on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.
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According to Figure 10, the effect of the loading amplitude ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness is basically monotonic. With an increase in the amplitude ratio, the stiffness of the dual-chamber air spring also increases and slightly protrudes at the amplitude ratio of 0.04. Figure 11 shows the effect of the loading frequency on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness is also monotonic. The stiffness of the dual-chamber air spring monotonically increases with an increase in the loading frequency. As can be seen from Figure 12, the effect of each factor on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness varies, where the volume ratio, orifice ratio, and loading amplitude ratio exert considerable influence but the loading frequency has the maximum impact. The results described in Figure 12 are only applicable when considering the volume ratio, the orifice ratio, load amplitude, and frequency in this case.


Figure 10. Effect of the amplitude ratio on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.



[image: Applsci 06 00074 g010 1024]





Figure 11. Effect of the frequency on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.
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Figure 12. Summary of the effects of the four factors on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.
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4.2. Influence of Various Parameters on Air Spring Damping


Damping is a function of the volume ratio, orifice ratio, excitation amplitude, and frequency. In this section the four factors for the dual-chamber air spring damping effects are examined.



The influence law can be seen from the following figures:



Figure 13 shows that the effect of the volume ratio of the dual-chamber vibration absorber damping is not monotonic. With an increase in the volume ratio, the damping of the vibration absorber first slowly decreases and then increases at a volume ratio of 1.25, then decreases and then increases. As per Figure 14, the effect of the orifice ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber damping is also not monotonic. With an increase in the orifice ratio, the damping of vibration absorber first shows little change, then increases at an orifice ratio of 0.4, then decreases and then increases.


Figure 13. Effect of the volume ratio on the dual-chamber air spring damping.
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Figure 14. Effect of the orifice ratio on the dual-chamber air spring damping.
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According to Figure 15, the effect of the loading amplitude ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber damping is not monotonic. With an increase in the amplitude ratio, the structural damping shows little change at first and then declines at 0.05, before eventually increasing. Figure 16 indicates that the effect of the loading frequency on the dual-chamber vibration absorber damping is basically monotonic. With an increase in the amplitude ratio, the vibration absorber damping increases until 3.669 Hz, and then increases dramatically. As summarized in Figure 17, the effect of each factor on the dual-chamber vibration absorber damping varies, where the volume ratio, orifice ratio, and loading amplitude ratio have strong effects but the loading frequency has the maximum impact. The results described in Figure 17 are only applicable when considering the volume ratio, the orifice ratio, load amplitude, and frequency in this case.


Figure 15. Effect of the amplitude ratio on the dual-chamber air spring damping.
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Figure 16. Effect of the frequency on the dual-chamber air spring damping.
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Figure 17. Summary of the effects of the four factors on dual-chamber air spring damping.
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Thus, the four factors influence the stiffness and damping of the gas-liquid coupling dual-chamber air spring in a complex manner; there is not a simple linear relationship. Each factor has different effects on stiffness and damping. Prediction of the effects on stiffness and damping of the gas-liquid coupling dual-chamber air spring based on these four factors would be useful for efficient design, and in the next chapter, we propose an efficient model of dual-chamber air spring stiffness and damping to do this.





5. Rapid Calculation Model of Dual-Chamber Air Spring Stiffness and Damping


From the previous analyses, we can see that volume ratio, orifice ratio, loading amplitude, and loading frequency all have complex effects on the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring device and are not monotonic in most cases. Therefore complex models must be constructed using statistical analyses of the experimental data.



5.1. Normalization Process of Each Factor


In order to facilitate the analysis of each factor′s effect, the normalization process of each factor is performed.



Normalized volume ratio [image: there is no content], values of 0.25, 0.375, 0.5, 0.625, 0.75, 0.875, 1.



Normalized orifice ratio [image: there is no content], values of 0, 0.167, 0.333, 0.5, 0.667, 0.833, 1.



Normalized loading amplitude ratio [image: there is no content], values of 0.142, 0.286, 0.429, 0.571, 0.714, 0.857, 1.



Normalized loading frequency [image: there is no content], values of 0, 0.167, 0.333, 0.5, 0.667, 0.833, 1.



The functional relationship between the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring and each factor is:


[image: there is no content]



(10)






[image: there is no content]



(11)








5.2. Determination of Rapid Calculation Model of Stiffness and Damping


From the above analysis, each factor has a nonlinear impact on the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring. The quadratic function can not accurately simulate the variation law of the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring. When the power of an independent variable is more than three, the regression function becomes very unstable [35], thus destabilizing the application of the regression model. In order to more accurately reflect the effect law of each factor on the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring, this paper uses cubic polynomials, which can usually be converted into ordinary multiple linear regression for processing. Experimental data are used to fit the expression of the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring.



Suppose the stiffness experimental value meets the following cubic polynomials:


[image: there is no content]



(12)




where [image: there is no content] are undetermined coefficients; [image: there is no content] are controllable variables in the experiment; [image: there is no content] is function expression corresponding to [image: there is no content]; and [image: there is no content] is the stiffness of dual-chamber air spring.



This paper uses the least squares method to estimate the undetermined coefficients in the above formula to obtain the regression equation for stiffness:


[image: there is no content]



(13)







Similarly, the damping regression equation can be acquired based on the stiffness calculation method:


[image: there is no content]



(14)







Then the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring can be calculated by the following formulas:


[image: there is no content]



(15)






[image: there is no content]



(16)







Equations (15) and (16) determine the cubic polynomial equation of stiffness and damping.




5.3. Test of Calculation Model


In statistics, regression analysis is performed using the variables. The coefficient of determination. R2 is the ratio between the regression sum of squares and sum of squares for total. R2 is between 0 and 1. The closer it is to 1, the better the fit of the regression. A goodness of fit of more than 0.8 is typically considered acceptable.



In multiple regression analysis, R2 expression:


[image: there is no content]



(17)




where SST is the sum of squares for total; and SSE is the sum of squares for error.


[image: there is no content]



(18)






[image: there is no content]



(19)







The coefficient of determination R2 is related to the number of independent variables. In order to accurately test the accuracy of the model, it is necessary to take into account the degrees of freedom and make adjustments of R2 expression according to the size of the formula.


[image: there is no content]



(20)







Ra2 is denoted as the adjusted coefficient of determination; n is the total number of experiments, and p is the number of variables. The adjusted coefficient of determination more accurately reflects the degree of fit between the model and experimental data.



By making an analysis of the data (n = 49, p = 35), the following can be obtained:

	
For the stiffness model R2 = 0.99154, Ra2 = 0.96378, the goodness of fit is 96.378%, indicating that the model can well simulate and predict the experimental results. This indicates the effectiveness of the cubic polynomial regression equation fit.



	
For the damping model, R2 = 0.98970, Ra2 = 0.95470, the goodness of fit is 95.470%, again indicating that the model can well simulate and predict the experimental results. This again supports the effectiveness of the cubic polynomial regression equation fit.









5.4. Prediction of Experimental Results by the Rapid Calculation Model


To further validate the forecast accuracy of the stiffness and damping rapid calculation model, we conducted a series of experiments. To ensure the universality, these experiments consist of random combinations of four factors at different levels, different from the levels tested in the test programs in the orthogonal table.



The straight lines in Figure 18 and Figure 19 are experimental values, while red dots are predictive values for the rapid calculation model. If a dot falls on the line, this indicates the predicted value is equivalent to the experimental value; deviations from the straight line indicate differences between the predicted and the experimental values. As seen in the figures, the predicted and experimental values fit well. For more horizontal level combination schemes, the predicted value can be calculated based on the rapid calculation model proposed in this paper, which can play a guiding role to engineering structural design and applications.


Figure 18. Comparison of experimental and predicted values on the dual-chamber air spring stiffness.
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Figure 19. Comparison of experimental and predicted values on the dual-chamber air spring damping.
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The experiments performed here were representative in the parameter range, and the polynomial prediction model is appropriate for these values. The application of the polynomial prediction model is as follows: upper and lower air chamber volume ratio, [image: there is no content], orifice ratio, [image: there is no content], loading amplitude ratio, [image: there is no content], and loading frequency [image: there is no content].





6. Conclusions


The mechanical differences between the gas-liquid coupling dual-chamber air spring device and the traditional one make the analysis of effects on stiffness and damping more challenging. The compression of the gas in the traditional air spring is directly on the external load of the air chamber by the piston. The pressure variation of the air spring chamber is the same phase and amplitude as the external load, but for the dual-chamber air spring device applied to motion suppression of marine structures, the movement of the liquid column and the external excitation differ in phases and amplitude.



The current study analyzes the characteristics of a dual-chamber air spring device. A parallel model and series model were used to simulate the dual-chamber air spring energy-absorbing device. An orthogonal test scheme was used to investigate the effect laws of four factors (upper and lower air chamber volume ratio, orifice ratio, loading amplitude, and loading frequency of outer excitation) on the air vibration characteristics of the dual-chamber. Based on the experimental results, a higher-order non-linear regression method was obtained, achieving a rapid calculation model for dual-chamber air spring stiffness and damping, and the reliability of the method was verified experimentally. Using the rapid calculation model, from the upper and lower air chamber volume, orifice ratio, the frequency, and amplitude of external load, we can determine the stiffness and damping of the dual-chamber air spring device applied to motion suppression of marine structures by the formulas (15) and (16). The main findings are:

	
Based on energy consumption results, the goodness of fit of the parallel model was 89.43%, and the goodness of fit of the series model was 99.88%. The parallel model is more consistent with the real physical model.



	
The effects of volume ratio and orifice ratio on dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness were not monotonic, but the loading amplitude ratio and frequency tended toward monotonic increasing.



	
The effects of the volume ratio, orifice ratio, and loading amplitude ratio on the dual-chamber vibration absorber stiffness did not behave in a monotonic manner, but the loading frequency on damping tended toward monotonic increasing.



	
A polynomial rapid calculation model for stiffness and damping was constructed. The accuracy of the rapid calculation model results was verified by the experimental results, and the predicted values were in good agreement with the experimental values.
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Table 1. Four factors and seven levels chart.



	

	
Level

	
Volume Ratio [image: there is no content]

	
Orifice Ratio [image: there is no content]

	
Loading Amplitude Ratio [image: there is no content]

	
Loading Frequency lnω

	
Real Loading Frequency (Hz)




	
Factor

	






	
1

	
0.5

	
0.0

	
0.01

	
−0.7

	
0.497




	
2

	
0.75

	
0.1

	
0.02

	
−0.3

	
0.741




	
3

	
1.0

	
0.2

	
0.03

	
0.1

	
1.105




	
4

	
1.25

	
0.3

	
0.04

	
0.5

	
1.649




	
5

	
1.5

	
0.4

	
0.05

	
0.9

	
2.460




	
6

	
1.75

	
0.5

	
0.06

	
1.3

	
3.669




	
7

	
2.0

	
0.6

	
0.07

	
1.7

	
5.474
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