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Abstract: Traffic accidents on the road lead to serious personal and material damage. Furthermore,
preventing secondary accidents caused by traffic accidents is crucial. As various technologies for
detecting traffic accidents in videos using deep learning are being researched, this paper proposes a
method to classify accident videos based on a video highlight detection network. To utilize video
highlight detection for traffic accident classification, we generate information using the existing traffic
accident videos. Moreover, we introduce the Car Crash Highlights Dataset (CCHD). This dataset
contains a variety of weather conditions, such as snow, rain, and clear skies, as well as multiple types
of traffic accidents. We compare and analyze the performance of various video highlight detection
networks in traffic accident detection, thereby presenting an efficient video feature extraction method
according to the accident and the optimal video highlight detection network. For the first time, we
have applied video highlight detection networks to the task of traffic accident classification. In the
task, the most superior video highlight detection network achieves a classification performance of
up to 79.26% when using video, audio, and text as inputs, compared to using video and text alone.
Moreover, we elaborated the analysis of our approach in the aspects of cross-modality interaction,
self-attention and cross-attention, feature extraction, and negative loss.

Keywords: traffic accident classification; video highlight detection; cross-modality interaction;
augmented reality; moment retrieval

1. Introduction

As of 2020, in terms of traffic accident fatalities per 100,000 population among OECD
countries, the United States had the highest rate at 11.6, followed by Mexico at 10.6, Chile
at 9.3, South Korea at 6, and Switzerland at 2.6 [1]. In this context, the probability of
death occurring on the road is higher in secondary traffic accidents than in primary ones,
making it crucial to quickly identify accidents on the road to prevent subsequent secondary
accidents. Consequently, in the field of artificial intelligence, technologies are being actively
developed to quickly detect traffic accidents or accurately classify types of accidents [2-6].

The technology for classifying accidents, which determines the occurrence of an
accident in a given image or a specific segment of a video, involves a process of anomaly
detection that identifies abnormal events from normal ones [7-11]. The predictive model
used for this purpose is crucial for its ability to distinguish abnormal parts within the video
sequences that make up the video. The definition of what constitutes an abnormal event
can vary and may include a car invading on a sidewalk or vehicles colliding, depending on
the training environment.

On the other hand, with the growth of platforms for video content such as YouTube
and the rapid expansion of the related market, there has been an explosive increase in video
data, and while the amount and duration of video content on these platforms are increasing,
there is a growing demand for content summarized in shorter forms, emphasizing the
need for technology to identify meaningful segments. Within video content, the sections
of interest can vary among users. To address this, new technologies have been developed
that allow users to input a query, enabling the predictive model to selectively find related
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segments in the video. A query refers to a sentence that defines the meaning of a video
segment from the user’s perspective. For example, “Cars collide” could be such a query.
The video segment related to the user-defined query is then used as a video highlight,
serving as training data for the predictive model. Notable technologies for video highlight
detection include Moment-DETR [12], UMT [13], and QD-DETR [14].

In this paper, we propose to apply the video highlight detection networks on the
traffic accident dataset in order to identify accident segments within video sequences and
to investigate the main aspects that should be considered during the application process.
To achieve this, we introduce the concept of cross-modality, leveraging the interaction
between video, text, and audio data. The video highlight detection networks are utilized
to predict video segments relevant to user-defined text queries. These use the video and
audio features extracted from the video and text features of the query as inputs to generate
outputs that consist of highlighted time intervals, defined by start and end times, along
with saliency scores.

Existing video highlight detection models, such as Moment-DETR, UMT, and QD-
DETR [12-14], have never been applied to the classification of accident videos. These
models are typically used with datasets composed of activities like cooking and travel (e.g.,
QVHighlights [12]), aiming to categorize specific daily life events. Our work introduces
the first application of video highlight detection models for the task of traffic accident
video classification.

We generate necessary supplementary information to facilitate the use of existing
traffic accident datasets for video highlight detection. This additional information com-
prises annotations of the start and end segments of traffic accidents, queries of accident
types, and saliency scores. These datasets include a range of weather conditions such
as clear, snowy, and rainy, as well as various types of traffic accidents. Therefore, they
can prevent traffic accident video classification models from becoming biased towards
detecting accidents in specific situations.

Furthermore, we create accident classification models using three distinct primary
video feature extraction methods [15] and analyze the accident detection performance of
each model.

In summary, the contributions of this paper are as follows:

*  For the first time, we introduce a video highlight detection network to the task of
traffic accident video classification.

*  We generate necessary additional information to make the existing traffic accident
dataset more conducive to video highlight detection.

*  We analyze the performance of traffic accident video classification from the perspec-
tives of cross-modality interaction, self-attention and cross-attention, feature extraction,
and negative loss.

2. Background

Several methods have been proposed for effectively extracting visual features from
video data. The Slowfast network [16] is a neural architecture designed for video classifi-
cation, capable of detecting objects in images or videos and identifying specific actions or
scenes within video data. This approach was first introduced by Facebook AI Research in
2019 and has since achieved first place in the CVPR2019 AVA Challenge for action recog-
nition due to its exceptional performance. The 2D ResNet network [17] is a deep neural
network structure used for image classification, object detection, and region segmentation
within videos, proposed by Microsoft Research Asia in 2015, which performed well in
the large-scale ImageNet image recognition competition. The MIL-NCE pre-trained S3D
network [18] extracts features from videos to correct misalignments in narrated videos.
The S3D, used as the backbone, implements 3D convolutions with 2D convolutions to
reduce computational costs [19].

The PANNSs [20] method has been proposed for the effective extraction of audio
features from audio data. This network is trained on a large-scale AudioSet to recognize
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audio patterns and is designed with systems such as Wavegram-CNN and Wavegram-
Logmel-CNN, which allow for the effective extraction of diverse audio data characteristics.
The Wavegram-CNN, a system for audio tagging in the time domain, incorporates a feature
known as Wavegram to learn frequency information and employs 2D CNNSs to capture
time-frequency invariant patterns. The Wavegram-Logmel-CNN combines the frequency
information of Wavegram with the traditionally used log mel spectrogram in audio analysis
to extract a wide range of information across time and frequency domains.

A variety of methods has been suggested for learning the relationship between the
video and text. Among them is the CLIP network [21], which is designed to identify the
text that best describes a specific video. CLIP is a network for multi-modal zero-shot model
training that was developed and made public by OpenAl in 2021. It is a notable example
of the integration of computer vision and natural language processing. The multi-modal
structure of CLIP uses more than one type of data to train for a specific objective function
and employs a zero-shot learning strategy, which trains the model to classify data that it
has not previously seen.

As previously mentioned, among the leading technologies for detecting highlights
in videos are Moment-DETR [12], UMT [13], and QD-DETR [14]. Moment-DETR utilizes
an encoder—-decoder transformer architecture, while UMT is trained with multi-modal
architecture that encompasses both video and audio data. QD-DETR employs cross-
attention layers and a negative loss function to enhance the relevance between queries and
video clips and can be trained on video-only or video—audio multi-modal data. The primary
challenges in video highlight detection are moment retrieval and highlight detection tasks.

Moment retrieval is the process of finding moments in a video that are relevant to a
provided natural language query. In the video highlight detection network, this involves
pinpointing the start and end times of a segment within the temporal domain of the video
sequence. Queries are typically about specific activities, and datasets often have a strong
bias toward the beginning of the video rather than the end. The QVHighlights dataset,
introduced in 2021, was designed to counter this bias by creating queries for multiple
moments within the videos, effectively breaking the bias of focusing on the beginning
of the videos. The results of a model’s moment retrieval are dependent on the highlight
annotations in the training data. If the training data’s highlight segments are annotated
as two seconds each, the model’s predictions for moment retrieval will also reflect two-
second intervals.

Highlight detection is the process of identifying interesting or important segments
within a video [22-25]. Traditional datasets [26] do not provide personalized highlights as
they lack queries related to specific video segments. However, video highlight detection
models such as Moment-DETR, UMT, and QD-DETR [12-14] derive meaningful informa-
tion from saliency score annotations, which rate the relevance between clips and queries.
Thus, humans annotate the relevance between a query and a clip with saliency scores on
an integer scale from 0 to 4 (Very Bad, Bad, Fair, Good, Very Good) [12].

Multi-modal learning is a method that utilizes data with diverse characteristics, not
just one type of data. This is similar to the way humans use multiple sensory organs to solve
problems. Typically, modalities refer to various data such as images, videos, text, audio,
and more. Multi-modal learning is utilized in various application areas, with research
being conducted to improve performance in autonomous vehicles, music analysis, speech
recognition, natural language processing, and image caption generation, among others.

In short, the adopted methods for feature extraction from the training data include
video feature extraction, audio feature extraction, and text feature extraction, all of which
commonly utilize pre-trained models to extract features. The aforementioned video high-
light detection methods employ a transformer-based network and share the common
characteristic of multi-modal learning.

In this paper, we leverage the previously mentioned video highlight detection models
and the interaction of various modalities. Moment-DETR learns from video and text data,
while UMT and QD-DETR consider interactions between video, audio, and text data to
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build robust video highlight detection models. Models such as Moment-DETR, UMT,
and QD-DETR share a common characteristic of detecting segments related to queries
about daily life, such as travel and cooking, within a video. However, for the first time, we
apply these existing video highlight detection models to the task of traffic accident video
classification and analyze the characteristics of the detailed design considerations during
this application process.

3. Proposed Method
3.1. Cross-Modality Augmented Accident Classification

We compare and analyze performance in terms of cross-modality interaction in traffic
accident video classification. QD-DETR [14] can be trained for accident video classification
using video and text or video, audio, and text as inputs. We evaluate the performance of
QD-DETR trained only with video and text against the performance when trained with
video, audio, and text on our proposed CCHD. We explore the impact on performance
when not only video and text but also audio modality are included as input in accident
video classification.

In CCHD, UMT [13] and QD-DETR are compared and analyzed for their performance
in detecting accident segments and predicting saliency scores by learning from video,
audio, and text queries. UMT utilizes a bottleneck transformer structure in its cross-modal
encoder to compress and expand video and audio features, reducing computational costs,
and employs text queries in its transformer decoder. QD-DETR simply concatenates
each of the video and audio features, utilizing a cross-attention layer to enhance their
correlation with text queries. Experiments are conducted to determine how effectively
fusing features from video, audio, and text queries can lead to superior performance in
traffic accident detection.

3.2. Feature Extraction

The single-image-based Slowfast [16] does not use optical flow. Structurally, it captures
semantic information through one pathway, while another pathway is used to detect
fast movements within the video. The 2D Resnet [17] architecture has the advantage of
preventing gradient vanishing even in neural networks of considerable depth. The depth of
the network impacts accuracy, and a relatively deep network with 152 layers, the 2D Resnet,
was utilized. The MIL-NCE pre-trained S3D [18] consists of separable 3D CNN, which
uses 3D convolutions intended to separate spatial and temporal features. 3D CNNs are
useful for linking temporal and spatial information. This paper applies these three video
feature extraction methods to serve as input data for the video highlight detection network.
Additionally, we examine the dependency of each model’s performance on the methods
of feature extraction from the input video data. The video features were extracted using
pre-trained models. CS represents the features extracted through the CLIP and Slowfast
models, while CR denotes the features obtained via the CLIP and 2D Resnet models. CM
refers to the features extracted using the CLIP and MIL-Pre-trained S3D models.

3.3. Self-Attention and Cross-Attention

We evaluate the performance of highlight accident classification by training Moment-
DETR [12] and QD-DETR [14] on DAD [27] and CCHD. For this purpose, both Moment-
DETR and QD-DETR learn from video features. Additionally, they learn from the features
of text queries. In Moment-DETR, the concatenated video and text features are inputted
through self-attention. QD-DETR is an augmentation of the Moment-DETR framework
with an added cross-attention layer. This experiment explores whether these enhance-
ments contribute to improved performance in traffic accident classification. Moreover, we
compare and analyze the performance for a specific query across all the datasets used in
the experiments.
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3.4. Negative Loss

We analyze the influence of QD-DETR’s negative loss [14] on the traffic accident dataset
through a performance comparison between QD-DETR and Moment-DETR [12]. This
training scheme, which includes negative loss, prompts the model to consider the relevance
to the query, thereby preventing predictions based purely on the inter-relationships among
video clips [14]. In other words, the model should classify segments differently depending
on whether the query is positive or negative. QD-DETR is an extension of the Moment-
DETR structure with the addition of negative loss. We compare the performance of Moment-
DETR and QD-DETR, both trained with video and text as inputs on DAD [27] and CCHD,
in predicting the saliency scores of highlights. We investigate whether this negative loss
improves performance by predicting lower saliency scores for segments irrelevant to

the query.

4. Experiment
4.1. Augmented Reality-Driven Dataset

These datasets are devised for an augmented reality scenario where both video and
audio, as well as video and text, are interactive. Through DAD [27], a total of 621 videos
were compiled for the training dataset. Each video was set to 100 frames based on 25 fps to
align with the experimental environment, and the presence of accidents was identified for
each segment. Referring to the DADA [28] dataset, we organized four representative types
of accidents. Figure 1 displays the accident scenes from DAD.

Figure 1. Example of accident scenes in DAD (queries are defined according to the situation of an
accident scene). (a) Query: “Car hits car”; (b) query: “Car hits motorcycle”; (c) query: “Motorcycle
hits car”; (d) query: “Motorcycle hits motorcycle”.

A total of 478 videos, including audio, were compiled for the dataset using CCHD.
The videos were structured to even lengths based on a 30 fps standard to accommodate the
experimental environment, and the presence of accidents was identified for each segment.
Figure 2 shows the accident scenes from CCHD. The types of queries defined are “Cars
collide”, “Car and motorcycle collide”, “Car and bike collide”, and “Accident”. The types
of accidents in the videos are identified, and the queries are defined accordingly. If a video’s
accident segment included audio of car horns, collision sounds, or people screaming, higher
saliency scores (2 to 4) are assigned. Conversely, segments where an animal runs onto the
road, a person is standing on the crosswalk, or a car slides on ice, which do not involve a
direct collision with another object, are assigned lower saliency scores (0 to 1).

CCHD consists of 445 accident videos and 33 non-accident videos. To prevent imbal-
anced training when training models with this dataset, the train and test datasets were
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structured to contain accident and non-accident data at a ratio of 8:2. By resolving the
data imbalance, the predictive performance on new data was improved and bias in the
traffic accident detection model was reduced. The CCHD and the raw data are available
at Link_GoogleDrive_CCHD, https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XHsAsYV7YkqgjKfvTT9
oJ]leWZ7ZZJHxmb /view?usp=sharing, accessed on 30 August 2023, and Link_Kaggle Car
CrashDataset, https:/ /www.kaggle.com/datasets/sivoha/car-crash-dataset-russia-2022
-2023, accessed on 15 June 2023.

Time [s] Time [s]

() (b)

Amplitude
Amplitude

Time [s] Time [s]
(c) (d)

Figure 2. Example of accident scenes in CCHD; both video and audio waveform are presented
(queries are defined based on the type of an accident). (a) Query: “Cars collide”; (b) query: “Accident”;
(c) query: “Cars collide”; (d) query: “Accident”.

The additional information that facilitates the classification of traffic accidents was
referenced from the format of the QVHIGHLIGHTS dataset [12]. In Figure 3 and Table 1,
QID refers to the identifier for the query describing the video, while VID is the identifier
for the video itself. The duration indicates the length of the video, and relevant windows
refer to the time intervals for the defined moments. Relevant clip IDs consist of indices of
clips, which are split into 2 s segments, which are relevant to the query. Saliency scores
represent the relevance of the clips indexed in relevant clip IDs to the query as integers
ranging from 0 to 4, with higher values indicating greater relevance.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XHsAsYV7YkqjKfvTT9oJIeWZ7ZZJHxmb/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1XHsAsYV7YkqjKfvTT9oJIeWZ7ZZJHxmb/view?usp=sharing
https://www.kaggle.com/datasets/sivoha/car-crash-dataset-russia-2022-2023
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Figure 3. The four images are ordered by the sequence of occurrence from left to right (areas where
the accident appears are highlighted with a red circle).

Table 1. An example of data annotation.

Component Value

QID 8
Query “Car hits motorcycle”

Duration 4

VID 000008

Relevant Clip IDs [1]
Saliency Scores (14,3, 4]
Relevant Windows [[2, 4]]

4.2. Experimental Setup

For the first time, the video highlight detection models [12-14] are applied to the field
of traffic accident detection, and their usefulness in detecting accidents is demonstrated.
The mAP (mean average precision) for moment retrieval is calculated using 10 predictions
and the ground truth, while the mAP for highlight detection is computed with a single
prediction and the ground truth. In order to evaluate the performance of highlight accident
segment classification according to each model’s feature extraction method, an accuracy
metric for moment retrieval is added. Accuracy is defined as follows 1.

Accuracy = TP+ TN/(TP+ TN + FP + FN) 1)

In this context, TP is the number of accurately predicted highlighted segments, FP is
the number of incorrectly predicted highlighted segments, TN is the number of correctly
predicted non-highlighted segments, and FN is the number of incorrectly predicted non-
highlighted segments. The prediction and the ground truth are classified into video
segment clips of two-second intervals, with one indicating a highlight and zero indicating
a non-highlight. Accuracy assesses the degree to which these two-second video clips are
correctly predicted.

For the experiments, a GPU: GeForce RTX 3090, CPU: Intel(R) Core(TM) i9-10900K @
3.70 GHz, running on Ubuntu 22.04, with CUDA version 1.15.0 was utilized. For Moment-
DETR, UMT, and QD-DETR, the default settings were used for the main parameters, and the
training was conducted for a maximum of 100 epochs.

4.3. Result

Firstly, we experimented to assess the performance of the traffic accident detection of
Moment-DETR [12] and QD-DETR [14]. These models utilize video and text features as
inputs and are evaluated on DAD [27]. The results, which are presented in Tables 2-4, show
the performance of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR with three different feature extraction
methods. Figures 4 and 5 visualize these results.
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Table 2. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR with video and text data (DAD).
Metric Moment-DETR QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM
MR-mAP@0.5 78.75% 78.08% 78.00% 78.17% 77.50% 78.25%
MR-Accuracy 57.50% 56.50% 56.00% 56.50% 55.00% 56.50%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP 39.42% 37.08% 44.92% 40.00% 46.92% 49.08%
: = = .- -
v 70 E 70 % 70
@eo £ 60 £ o0
< 50 g 50 £ s
£ 40 2 £
g 30 g 30 z 30
cs [crR[ cm | cs [cR] cm ®Tcs [crR] cm [ cs [cr] cm ®Tcs [crR] cm [ cs [cr] cm
Moment-DETR |  QD-DETR MomentDETR |  QD-DETR MomentDETR |  QD-DETR
(@) (b) (0)

Figure 4. Visualizing the performances of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR (DAD). (a) MR-mAP@0.5;
(b) MR-Accuracy; (c) HL-Min-Fair-mAP.

MR-mAP@0.5 |—— Moment-DETR CS MR-mAP@0.5
0, Moment-DETR CR 90,
—— Moment-DETR CM|

Moment-DETR CS
Moment-DETR CR
—— Moment-DETR CM

QD-DETR CS QD-DETRCS
——QD-DETR CR —— QD-DETR CR
QD-DETR CM QD-DETR CM
HL-Min-Fair-mAP MR-accuracy HL-Min-Fair-mAP MR-accuracy

(a) (b)
Figure 5. Visualizing the performances of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR in terms of evaluation
metrics, MR-mAP@0.5, MR-Accuracy, and HL-Min-Fair-mAP (DAD). (a) Query: “Car hits car”;
(b) query: “Motorcycle hits motorcycle”.

Table 3. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data (query: “Car hits

car”, DAD).
Query “Car Hits Car”
Metri Moment-DETR QD-DETR
etme cs CR cM cs CR cM

MR-mAP@0.5 79.79%  80.85% 8191% 71.28%  79.79% 80.85%
MR-Accuracy 59.57%  61.70%  63.83%  42.55%  59.57% 61.70%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  42.55%  42.20%  44.33% 37.59%  44.68% 44.68%

Table 4. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data (query: “Motorcycle
hits motorcycle”, DAD).

Query “Motorcycle Hits Motorcycle.”
Metric Moment-DETR QOD-DETR
(o] CR CM (o] CR cCM

MR-mAP@0.5 82.86%  82.86%  87.14%  80.00%  77.14% 77.14%
MR-Accuracy 65.71%  65.71%  74.29%  60.00%  54.29% 54.29%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  36.67%  36.67%  44.29%  40.00%  46.19% 47.62%
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Secondly, we conduct an experiment where we apply Moment-DETR and QD-DETR to
CCHD, and while we continue to use video and text features as inputs, the dataset change al-
lows us to observe their accident classification performance in a different context. Tables 5-7
present the performance of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR with three different feature ex-
traction methods, and Figures 6 and 7 provide corresponding visual representations.

Table 5. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data (CCHD).

Moment-DETR QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 69.02%  63.96%  68.37% 70.17%  68.85% 65.31%
MR-Accuracy 74.47%  71.01% 72.87% 73.14%  72.07% 69.68%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  70.13% 66.78%  71.30% 68.99%  66.39% 67.85%

Metric

100 100 100

90 I cs 901 I Cs ] [ 8

EcR [ cr 0 LcrR
801 I CM 80 EcCv) , 80 Il cM
704 > 704 < 704
@2 7 3 0 <7
® 601 £ 60 £ 60
o 3 ©
2 50 8 501 & s0
£ 401 < 40 £ 40
© 4 s
= 30 = 301 5 30
20] 20 T 2]
10 10 10
1 ol ol
CsS |[CR| CM CS |[CR| CM CS [CR| CM CS [CR| CM CsS [CR| CM CsS |[CR| CM
MomentDETR |  QD-DETR Moment-DETR |  QD-DETR Moment-DETR |  QD-DETR
(a) (b) (c)

Figure 6. Visualizing the performances of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data
(CCHD). (a) MR-mAP@0.5; (b) MR-Accuracy; (c¢) HL-Min-Fair-mAP.

MR-mAP@0.5
80,

—— Moment-DETR CS
Moment-DETR CR
—— Moment-DETR CM

MR-mAP@0.5
80,

Moment-DETR CS
Moment-DETR CR

—— Moment-DETR CM

QD-DETR CS QD-DETR CS
—— QD-DETR CR —— QD-DETRCR
QD-DETR CM QD-DETR CM
HL-Min-Fair-mAP MR-accuracy HL-Min-Fair-mAP MR-accuracy
(a) (b)

Figure 7. Visualizing the performances of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR in terms of evaluation
metrics, MR-mAP@0.5, MR-Accuracy, and HL-Min-Fair-mAP (CCHD). (a) Query: “Cars collide”;
(b) query: “Accident”.

Table 6. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data (query: “Cars
collide”, CCHD).

Query “Cars Collide”

Moment-DETR QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 69.84%  6391% 7247% 71.59%  69.10% 65.62%
MR-Accuracy 75.55%  69.28%  75.55%  74.29%  71.79% 69.91%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  74.36% 71.04% 77.58% 74.70% 71.20% 71.93%

Metric
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Table 7. Comparing Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text data (query: “Accident”,
CCHD).

Query “Accident”

Moment-DETR QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 64.29%  64.29%  44.64%  58.33%  67.38% 63.51%
MR-Accuracy 68.42%  68.42%  63.16%  63.16%  71.93% 68.42%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  45.71%  42.14%  35.00% 35.60%  38.57% 44.29%

Metric

Lastly, we perform an experiment with UMT [13] and QD-DETR on CCHD. This
experiment utilized the interaction of video, audio, and text features. Tables 8-10 display
the performance of UMT and QD-DETR with three different feature extraction methods,
and Figures 8 and 9 visually depict these results.

Table 8. Comparing UMT and QD-DETR using video, audio, and text data (CCHD).

UMT QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 51.58%  48.42%  47.37%  74.34%  73.55% 72.54%
MR-Accuracy 7314% 71.01% 71.54%  79.26%  77.66% 76.06%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  68.07%  63.55% 64.40% 71.80%  69.13% 71.73%

Metric

100
90
80+
70+
60
504
40+
304
20+
104

100

100
90+
80+
70+
60
50
40
30+
20+
104

MR-mAP@0.5

MR-Accuracy

888338388
HL-Min-Fair-mAP

2N
o o o

0] ] o]
cs J[cR[ cm | cs [cR] cm cs J[crR[ cm | cs [crR] cm cs [crR[ cm | cs [cR] cm
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Figure 8. Visualizing the performances of UMT and QD-DETR using video, audio, and text data
(CCHD). (a) MR-mAP@0.5; (b) MR-Accuracy; (c) HL-Min-Fair-mAP.
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Figure 9. Visualizing the performances of UMT and QD-DETR in terms of evaluation met-
rics, MR-mAP@0.5, MR-Accuracy, and HL-Min-Fair-mAP (CCHD). (a) Query: “Cars collide”;
(b) query: “Accident”.
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Table 9. Comparing UMT and QD-DETR using video, audio, and text data (query: “Cars
collide”, CCHD).

Query “Cars Collide”

UMT QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 53.09%  50.62%  48.15%  75.57%  75.97% 75.41%
MR-Accuracy 7398%  7210%  7210%  79.62%  79.31% 78.68%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  73.46%  68.22%  69.94% 77.01%  73.69% 76.42%

Metric

Table 10. Comparing UMT and QD-DETR using video, audio, and text data (query:
“Accident”, CCHD).

Query “Accident”

UMT QD-DETR
CS CR CM CS CR CM

MR-mAP@0.5 42.86%  35.71%  42.86%  67.26%  59.52% 51.19%
MR-Accuracy 68.42%  64.91%  68.42%  75.44%  68.42% 59.65%
HL-Min-Fair-mAP  36.90% 36.55%  32.38% 41.67% 42.14% 44.52%

Metric

5. Discussion
5.1. Cross-Modality Interaction

We designated QD-DETR(Video) as the model that uses video and text features as
inputs, and QD-DETR(Video+Audio) as the model that takes video, audio, and text features
as inputs. In Tables 5 and 8, the QD-DETR(Video+Audio) outperforms QD-DETR(Video)
across all evaluation metrics. Notably, QD-DETR(Video+Audio) CM shows a 7.23% higher
performance in MR-mAP@0.5, a 6.38% increase in MR-Accuracy, and a 3.88% improvement
in HL-Min-Fair-mAP compared to QD-DETR(Video) CM.

In Figure 10, the accident segments of the video contain sounds such as horns, crashes,
and human screams. Therefore, such audio features from the accident segments, when
combined with video and text features, enhance the performance of traffic accident segment
prediction. Moreover, it has been demonstrated that training QD-DETR with video and
audio features from the existing QVHIGHLIGHTS dataset [12] results in better performance
than training with only video features [14].

In Table 8, QD-DETR CS outperforms UMT CS with a 22.76% higher MR-mAP@0.5,
a 6.12% increase in MR-Accuracy, and a 3.73% improvement in HL-Min-Fair-mAP. QD-
DETR CR exceeds UMT CR by 25.13% in MR-mAP@0.5, by 6.65% in MR-Accuracy, and by
5.58% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP. Furthermore, QD-DETR CM surpasses UMT CM with a 25.17%
higher MR-mAP®@Q0.5, a 4.52% increase in MR-Accuracy, and a 7.33% improvement in HL-
Min-Fair-mAP.

In Table 9, QD-DETR demonstrates superior performance in detecting traffic accidents
with the query (“Cars collide”) across all evaluation metrics when compared to UMT. QD-
DETR CR boasts a 75.97% MR-mAP@0.5, QD-DETR CS shows a 79.62% in MR-Accuracy,
and a 77.01% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP. In Table 10, QD-DETR CS exhibits superior performance
in moment retrieval metrics for the detection of “Accident” traffic accidents when compared
to UMT CS. Specifically, QD-DETR CS shows an improvement of 24.4% in MR-mAP@0.5,
7.02% in MR-Accuracy, and 4.77% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP over UMT CS.

In video highlight detection, multi-modal learning, which efficiently fuses data with
different characteristics, is crucial. In common, UMT [13] and QD-DETR [14] have a
cross-attention structure where video and audio features are defined as query and text
features as key and value. The two models differ in how they process video and audio
features. Figure 11 shows the predictions from UMT and QD-DETR. Instead of combining
video and audio features produced by self-attention within UMT’s bottleneck transformer,
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QD-DETR'’s simple concatenation approach to processing video and audio features shows
superior performance. Encoding video and audio features allows the module that sim-
ply concatenates video and audio to automatically activate audio information [29]. Al-
though the bottleneck transformer of UMT reduces computational costs by compressing
and expanding video and audio features through multi-head attention, the loss of feature
information could be a cause of performance degradation.
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Figure 10. Visualizing the waveform of audio samples in CCHD. The start line represents the
beginning time of a traffic accident, and the end line represents the ending time of the traffic accident.
(a) Video ID: 000239; (b) video ID: 000242.
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Figure 11. Visualizing the prediction results of UMT and QD-DETR using video, audio, and text
features (CCHD). (a) Query: “Cars collide”; (b) query: “Accident”.
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5.2. Feature Extraction

The methods for extracting features from video and text play a crucial role in im-
proving the performance of traffic accident detection. Notably, CLIP [21] is essential as
it effectively combines visual and linguistic information by leveraging the interaction
between images and the text.

In Table 2, Moment-DETR CS achieves 78.75% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 57.50% in MR-
Accuracy, which is slightly higher, by 0.75% in MR-mAP@0.5 and by 1.5% in MR-Accuracy,
compared to Moment-DETR CM. Additionally, the difference between QD-DETR CS and
CM is only 0.08% in MR-mAP@0.5, while MR-Accuracy is identical at 56.50%.

In Table 5, Moment-DETR CS scores 69.02% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 74.47% in MR-
Accuracy, which is 5.06% higher in MR-mAP@0.5 and 3.46% higher in MR-Accuracy than
Moment-DETR CR. Furthermore, In Table 5, among the three feature extraction methods,
QD-DETR CS shows superior performance across all metrics. QD-DETR CS is higher by
4.86% in MR-mAP@0.5, by 3.46% in MR-Accuracy, and by 1.14% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP than
QD-DETR CM.

In Table 8, among the three feature extraction methods, UMT and QD-DETR CS exhibit
the most outstanding performance across all metrics. UMT CS scores 3.16% higher in MR-
mAP@0.5, 4.52% higher in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, and 2.13% higher in MR-Accuracy than UMT
CR. Furthermore, QD-DETR CS outperforms QD-DETR CR by 0.79% in MR-mAP@0.5,
by 2.67% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, and by 1.6% in MR-Accuracy.

The combination of CLIP [21] and Slowfast [16] features demonstrates an overwhelm-
ingly synergistic effect compared to when Resnet [17] features or MIL-NCE pre-trained
S3D [18] features are combined with CLIP. CLIP interprets the semantics of images in a
linguistic manner, while Slowfast recognizes semantic and temporal motions. By using both
methods, we can obtain an integrated representation of language, objects, and motion in
videos, and we have proven that this enhances the performance of traffic accident detection.

In Table 2, among the three feature extraction methods, QD-DETR CM shows slightly
higher performance across all evaluation metrics, with 78.25% in MR-mAP@0.5, 49.08%
in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, and 56.50% in MR-Accuracy. Additionally, in HL-Min-Fair-mAP,
QD-DETR CM scores 9.08% higher than QD-DETR CS and 2.16% higher than QD-DETR CR.

In CCHD with video lengths over 4 s, the feature extraction methods of CLIP and
MIL-NCE pre-trained S3D do not exhibit superior performance across all evaluation metrics
compared to other methods. The S3D network from MIL-NCE pre-trained S3D, which
creates 3D convolutions from 2D convolutions, does not show high performance in datasets
with relatively longer video lengths than the videos in DAD [19].

In all experiments, the feature extraction methods using CLIP and 2D Resnet generally
do not show superior performance compared to other methods, and while 2D Resnet
extracts image information from videos, it loses temporal information due to the two-
dimensional convolution [30]. Therefore, there is a limitation in that simply combining
features extracted by CLIP and 2D Resnet does not adequately consider the temporal aspect.

5.3. Comparing Self-Attention and Cross-Attention

Moment-DETR [12] and QD-DETR [14] differ in how they process video and text
features. In the Moment-DETR, the features of the video and text are simply concatenated
to form the query, key, and value in the transformer encoder’s self-attention mechanism.
In the QD-DETR, within the cross-attention transformer, the video features are defined as
the query, while the text features are the key and value. The attention mechanism takes
the dot-product of the query and key matrices to produce an attention score, which is then
the dot-product with the value. The attention score is calculated by taking the dot-product
of the query with the key, allowing only those with high similarity to prevail. In video
highlight detection, the relevance between video and text is crucial. Here, it is demonstrated
which of the two models” methods is more efficient in processing video and text features.

In Table 2, Moment-DETR CS exhibits the most outstanding performance, achieving
78.75% in MR-mAP®@0.5 and 57.50% in MR-Accuracy. In Table 3, Moment-DETR CM
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achieves 81.91% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 63.83% in MR-Accuracy, which is slightly higher
than QD-DETR CM by 1.06% in MR-mAP@0.5 and by 2.13% in MR-Accuracy. In Table 4,
Moment-DETR CM shows 87.14% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 74.29% in MR-Accuracy, surpassing
QD-DETR CM by 10% in MR-mAP@0.5 and by 20% in MR-Accuracy.

In Table 2, Moment-DETR slightly outperforms QD-DETR in the moment retrieval
evaluation metrics. Additionally, it can be observed that in Tables 3 and 4, Moment-DETR
performs better than QD-DETR. In a dataset characterized by the absence of audio and
relatively short video lengths, a structure that simply concatenates video and text has been
shown to surpass the performance of a structure that utilizes cross-attention between the
video and text in the detection of traffic accident segments.

In Table 5, QD-DETR CS shows the best performance with 70.17% in MR-mAP@0.5
and Moment-DETR CS leads in MR-accuracy with 74.47%. In Table 6, Moment-DETR CM
records 72.47% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 75.55% in MR-accuracy, outperforming QD-DETR
CM by 6.85% in MR-mAP@0.5 and by 5.64% in MR-accuracy. Moreover, in Table 7, QD-
DETR CR scores 67.38% in MR-mAP@0.5 and 71.93% in MR-accuracy, which is higher than
Moment-DETR CR by 3.09% in MR-mAP@0.5 and by 3.51% in MR-accuracy.

In Table 5, Moment-DETR CS and QD-DETR CS exhibit similar performance in the
moment retrieval evaluation metrics. In Tables 6 and 7, the “Cars collide” accident segment
detection performance is best with Moment-DETR CM, while the “Accident” accident
segment detection performance is best with QD-DETR CR. In Tables 5-7, CCHD shows
that the performance differences among the models in the moment retrieval metrics are not
considerable. Our study demonstrates that the performance of traffic accident detection
models varies depending on the query dataset and the feature extraction method used,
and we present the optimal traffic accident detection model for different types of accidents
based on the feature extraction method.

5.4. Negative Loss

When comparing the HL-Min-Fair-m AP performance metrics of Moment-DETR and
QD-DETR for feature extraction in Table 2, QD-DETR exhibits superior performance over
Moment-DETR. Specifically, QD-DETR CR achieves 46.92% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, which is
9.84% higher than Moment-DETR CR. Additionally, QD-DETR CM scores 49.08%, which is
4.16% higher than Moment-DETR CM, and QD-DETR CS reaches 40.00%, slightly outper-
forming Moment-DETR CS by 0.58%.

In Table 3, QD-DETR CR leads with 44.68% in HL-Min-Fair-m AP, which is 2.48%
higher than Moment-DETR CR. In Table 4, QD-DETR CM achieves the highest score of
47.62% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, which is 3.33% higher than Moment-DETR CM.

Figure 12 shows the predictions from Moment-DETR [12] and QD-DETR [14]. In DAD [27],
videos that are not in the accident segment receive a low saliency score as they do not match
the query. QD-DETR’s negative loss function learns from irrelevant negative video-query pairs
within DAD. This approach reinforces the lowest saliency scores for segments unrelated to
accidents, aiding in the enhancement of saliency score prediction performance.

In Table 5, Moment-DETR slightly outperforms QD-DETR in the HL-Min-Fair-mAP
performance metric across different feature extractions. Moment-DETR CM scores 71.30%,
which is 3.45% higher than QD-DETR CM. Additionally, Moment-DETR CS achieves
70.13%, which is 1.14% higher than QD-DETR CS, and Moment-DETR CR scores 66.78%,
slightly outperforming QD-DETR CR by 0.39%. In Table 6, Moment-DETR CM leads
with 77.58% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, which is 5.65% higher than QD-DETR CM. In Table 7,
Moment-DETR CS is the most outstanding, scoring 45.71% in HL-Min-Fair-mAP, which is
10.11% higher than QD-DETR CS.

Figure 13 shows the predictions from Moment-DETR and QD-DETR. In CCHD,
the queries also pertain to accidents, but videos without actual collisions between ob-
jects are assigned lower saliency scores. However, the number of irrelevant negative
video-query pairs in this dataset is small, which may have prevented QD-DETR’s negative
loss from being sufficiently trained.
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Figure 12. Visualizing the prediction results of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text
features (DAD). (a) Query: “Car hits car”; (b) query: “Motorcycle hits motorcycle”.
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Figure 13. Visualizing the prediction results of Moment-DETR and QD-DETR using video and text
features (CCHD). (a) Query: “Cars collide”; (b) query: “Accident”.
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5.5. Relevance and Expectation

Overall, we have reached several significant insights. Identifying types of accidents
allows us to analyze patterns related to those types of accidents, which can aid in accident
prevention. Additionally, data such as the frequency, timing, and location of accidents
according to type can be collected and used for record-keeping and statistical analysis. We
proved that the video highlight detection network [12-14] operates effectively in traffic
accident detection. This could potentially facilitate the implementation of an augmented
reality system capable of real-time traffic accident detection and response based on cross-
modality. For this, it will be important to extend the experiment with other accident
categories (e.g., head-on collision, side collision, rear-end collision, etc.) and other methods
of different architectures in order to discover more detailed insights.

6. Conclusions

We are the first to apply existing video highlight detection techniques to traffic ac-
cident classification and analyze their performance. Additionally, we have generated
supplementary information necessary for video highlight detection within the traffic acci-
dent dataset. Our paper analyzes the impact of performance when utilizing heterogeneous
information from video or a combination of video and audio. The performance of traf-
fic accident detection across models is compared and analyzed based on three different
video feature extraction methods, and the optimal video feature extraction method for
traffic accident classification is presented for each model. We also examine the differences
between self-attention and cross-attention when combining video and text information,
as well as consider the effect of the existing negative loss on the performance of traffic
accident detection.

In the future, it will be possible to implement a real-time traffic accident detection
and response system based on cross-modality augmented reality. Cameras mounted on
vehicles, along with query generation modules, will be able to show drivers augmented
reality in real-time. Additionally, the augmented reality system will be able to accurately
detect accidents in the real world by utilizing the interaction between video and audio data.
Once an accident is detected, the system can immediately display the time of the accident,
the type of accident, and the saliency to the driver to help prevent secondary accidents.

In the field of traffic accident detection, efficiently combining video, audio, and text
features is crucial. Moving forward, we will research designing an efficient model structure
that accommodates these three modalities. We plan to expand our models by applying
video with LLM and video with LAM to create a comprehensive system. Through the use
of a large language model, we aim to develop a system that can accurately recognizes and
interprets text information within videos, such as road signs, traffic lights, and vehicle
license plates, to gain a detailed understanding of accident scenarios. Additionally, we
intend to enhance the accuracy of accident classification by analyzing various auditory
signals from the road, such as the patterns of screeching brakes and collision sounds,
through a large auditory model.
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Abbreviations

The following abbreviations are used in this manuscript:

CCHD Car Crash Highlights Dataset
MIL-NCE = Multiple Instance Learning and Noise Contrastive Estimation

S3D Separable 3D CNN
QID query identification
VID video identification
MR moment retrieval

HL highlight

mAP mean average precision
CsS CLIP and Slowfast

CR CLIP and 2D Resnet
M CLIP and Mil-NCE pre-trained S3D
LLM Large Language Model
LAM Large Auditory Model
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